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Respect
is for those who

deserve it,
not for those

who demand it.

Patience with family is Love
~ with others is Respect

~ with self is Confidence
~ with God is Faith
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Schmidt Foundation Announces $1 
Million Matching Gift for

Sternberg Museum
 
By FHSU Foundation
The future of the Sternberg Museum of Natural 

History received a significant boost today when 
Gary Shorman, president of the Bob and Pat Schmidt 
Foundation, announced a matching gift initiative that 
will double contributions up to $1 million to the Fort 
Hays State University Foundation’s Save Sternberg 
fundraising campaign. 

Recognized for its extensive collections and 
contributions to scientific research and education, 
the Sternberg Museum houses more than three 
million specimens documenting the diverse life and 
environments of the Great Plains. A resource for 
discovery and learning, the museum serves university 
students, researchers, K-12 students, educators, and 
visitors from across Kansas and beyond. 

“The Sternberg Museum is vital to Fort Hays State 
University, our community, our state, and anyone 
seeking to understand our region’s remarkable history,” 
said Shorman. 

The Schmidt Foundation’s matching gift gives 
supporters an opportunity to help keep the museum 
open and continue its mission while long-term funding 
solutions are pursued. Reflecting Bob and Pat Schmidt’s 
belief that a rising tide lifts all boats, the initiative 
honors their commitment to strengthening the 
communities they served. The Schmidts, who shared 
nearly 69 years of marriage and a deep love for FHSU, 
believed strongly in investing in opportunities within 
the Hays community. Today, Schmidt Foundation 
trustees Gary Shorman, Joe Jeter, and Randy Walker 
continue that legacy through support of the Save 
Sternberg campaign. 

“This gift is intended to bridge short-term funding 
needs while a sustainable, long-term operating plan 
is developed for the Sternberg Museum,” explained 
Shorman. “The Schmidt Foundation will match up 
to $1 million in gifts from individuals and companies 
that are specifically designated to the Save Sternberg 
campaign through the Fort Hays State Foundation. 
Gifts from other foundations are not eligible for the 
match but are encouraged throughout the campaign.” 

With a planned 1-to-1 match, eligible contributions, 
including those already raised through the Save 
Sternberg campaign, will go twice as far, providing 
individuals and businesses with a powerful means to 
help secure the future of a Kansas treasure. 

The matching gift arrives at a pivotal moment as 
the university works to address significant reductions 
in state funding. While the museum’s educational and 
scientific impact is substantial, additional funding is 
necessary to meet its $1.3 million annual operating 
costs. 

To help preserve the museum while long-term 
solutions are explored, university president Dr. Tisa 
Mason directed the FHSU Foundation to secure $1 
million in private gifts by December 31 through the 
Save Sternberg campaign. Thanks to the generosity 
of alumni, community members, and friends of the 
museum, more than $237,000 has already been raised 
in the first few weeks of the fundraising campaign. 

“We are humbled by the outpouring of generosity 
from those who believe in the Sternberg Museum 
and are stepping forward to help secure its future,” 
said Jason Williby, president and CEO of the FHSU 
Foundation. With a $1 million match on the table, every 
gift matters! Your donation will make twice the impact 
in helping safeguard the museum’s future. 

Individuals and organizations interested in 
supporting the Save Sternberg campaign can visit 
foundation.fhsu.edu/save-sternberg.

Hoxie Scouts BSA Troop 160 
Welcomes New Eagle Scout

Hoxie — 
Hoxie Scouts 
BSA Troop 
160, chartered 
by American 
Legion Post 
221, proudly 
a n n o u n c e s 
Kyra Reuber 
as its newest 
Eagle Scout, 
the highest 

rank attainable in Scouts BSA.
Kyra, the daughter of Dustin & Monica Reuber, has 

been a member of Scouts BSA since 2021. During 
her Scouting journey, she has participated in several 
high-adventure experiences, including a weeklong 
backpacking trek through the mountains of Philmont 
Scout Ranch in New Mexico, a weeklong sailing 
adventure at Sea Base in the Florida Keys, and the 
National Jamboree at Summit Bechtel Reserve in West 
Virginia. She is a summer camp counselor at the Dane 
G. Hansen Scout Reservation, where she is certified to 
help run the Climbing Tower and COPE Course.

For her Eagle Scout service project, Kyra organized a 
team to build, install, and stock two Little Free Libraries 
in Hoxie. The libraries are located at James L. Johnson 
Memorial Park and Hoxie Swimming Pool Park, 
providing residents and visitors with convenient access 
to books and opportunities to share the joy of reading.

Little Free Libraries are small, publicly accessible 
book-sharing boxes where community members can 
take a book to read or leave a book for someone else. 
The movement began in 2009 and has grown to include 
more than 200,000 registered book-sharing boxes in 
128 countries, promoting literacy and strengthening 
communities through the simple act of sharing books.

Troop 160 held a Court of Honor on Sunday, October 
11, 2026, at the Bowen Scout House to recognize Kyra’s 
achievement and present her with the Eagle Scout medal 
and rank. Earning the Eagle Scout rank represents 
years of dedication, leadership, service, and personal 
growth. Kyra’s project will leave a lasting contribution 
to the Hoxie community by encouraging reading and 
making books more accessible to residents of all ages.

Troop 160 congratulates Kyra on this significant 
accomplishment and commends her for her commitment 
to Scouting and service to her community.

Bringing Occupational Therapy Home
Kayle Eastes 

remembers the first 
time she heard about 
occupational therapy.

She was a Hoxie High 
School senior visiting 
Kansas State University 
and talking through 
possible healthcare 
careers with an advisor. 
She had attended the day 
with plans to major in 
physical therapy, until the 

advisor explained occupational therapy.
“I had never heard of occupational therapy until 

then,” Kayle said. “From that day on, I knew that’s what 
I wanted to do.”

Kayle earned her bachelor’s degree from Kansas 
State University and later attended occupational 
therapy school at KU Medical Center in Kansas City. 
She lived in Wichita and Hays and spent much of her 
career in home health, which she enjoyed.

As their family grew, she and her husband knew 
they wanted to raise their two young sons in a smaller 
community. For Kayle, that meant returning to familiar 
people and places.

This spring, the timing finally worked. Becci Baker, 
AmberMed’s physical therapist, heard Kayle was 
considering the move and encouraged her to look at 
AmberMed. Kayle started in early August, becoming 
the hospital’s first occupational therapist.

“There are not many OTs around here,” she said. 
“This is home, and these are the people I grew up with. 
It just feels right to be back here serving them.”

At AmberMed, Kayle works with inpatients, 
outpatients, and long-term care residents. Occupational 
therapy can help people regain strength, adapt after an 
illness or injury, and return to daily routines.

For Kayle, the best part of rural healthcare is the 
connection that extends beyond the hospital walls.

“I run into patients in church or at the grocery store,” 
she said. “It’s nice to see them reach their goals here 
and then see them out in the community living those 
goals.”

She believes that sense of familiarity matters.
“Here, our patients are not just a number,” she said. 

“They’re actual human beings. We know them, we know 
their families, and we know their stories.”

The Morland Community Foundation received 
a $2,000 donation from the Millbrook Masonic 
Lodge on Sunday. With this being match month, 
their donation will be DOUBLED with a 100% match 
from the Patterson Family Foundation. Thank you 
Masons! (Morland Community Foundation photo)

Morland Community Foundation 
Receives $2,000 Donation

Attention All
Sheridan County
Organizations!

If you are a group that wants to get the word out 
about what your organization has to offer, or if you 
have a project you are wanting to make the commu-
nity aware of, or it’s a project you need funding for, 
please CONSIDER PARTICIPATING in the Founda-
tion’s ORGANIZATION SHOWCASE on Monday, No-
vember 2. Contact Kelsey Epp for more information 
to reserve your spot for that event.

785-677-5090
director@growsheridancounty.org
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Make Them Want 
What We Have

EVERY KNEE 
WILL BOW 
ONE DAY… BUT 
S O M E B O D Y 
NEEDS TO SEE 
JESUS IN US 

TODAY.
Man, Philippians 2 says every knee will bow 

and every tongue will confess: JESUS CHRIST 
IS LORD. We believe that? Then let’s LIVE like it. 
Because we can scream JESUS until our voice gives 
out, but if we’re hateful, dishonest, unforgiving, and 
treating people like garbage WHAT EXACTLY 
ARE WE SHOWING THEM? C’MON.

We want souls? Let’s show people what Jesus has 
done with ours. How we love. How we forgive. How 
we handle pressure. How we admit we’re wrong. 
How we treat somebody who can’t give us anything 
back. Let them watch us walk through hell and 
still have peace. Until somebody asks: “MAN, 
WHAT DO Y’ALL HAVE?” “JESUS.” Not because 
we’re perfect. Shoot, that’s half the testimony. WE 
KNOW WE’RE NOT.

We met a Savior who refused to leave us the 
way He found us. Matthew 5:16 tells us to let our 
light shine so people glorify our Father in heaven. 
WE SHINE. HE GETS SEEN. WHEW. Somebody 
doesn’t need another argument. They need to see 
the love of Christ lived out through us. At the 
kitchen table. In the checkout line. When nobody’s 
watching. When somebody gives us every reason 
to lose our temper. That’s where our testimony gets 
legs.

Because saying we’ve changed is easy. LIVING 
CHANGED COSTS US SOMETHING. Our pride. 
Our excuses. Our need to get the last word. And 
we’re not saving anybody. JESUS SAVES. But 
we can point hurting people toward the One who 
saved us.

Someone needs encouragement? Give it. 
Someone needs forgiveness? Forgive. Someone’s 
falling apart? Sit beside them. An opportunity to 
speak His name? SPEAK IT.

We’re not guaranteed another conversation. 
Another morning. Another chance. So quit hiding 
the Light God put in us. LET IT SHINE. Through 
our marriages. Our friendships. Our workplaces. 
Our comment sections.

Let somebody see mercy where they expected 
judgment. Truth where they expected excuses. 
Love where they 
expected rejection. 
Because one day 
every knee will bow. 
But TODAY, people 
are still searching. 
Still hurting. Still 
wondering if Jesus 
actually changes 
anything. LET’S 
SHOW THEM HOW 
GOOD JESUS IS.

And when they ask what we have? Don’t point 
to our accomplishments. Don’t hand them our 
highlight reel. Point straight to the cross. “HOMIE… 
COME MEET JESUS.”

RECEIVED IN TODAY’S MAIL:
We received a letter today from someone who had 

a complaint. We have no problem with receiving 
complaints, BUT there are conditions for those 
complaints IF you want us to take them seriously:

1) YOU WILL PROVIDE YOUR NAME & RETURN 
ADDRESS ON THE ENVELOPE 

2) YOU WILL SIGN YOUR LETTERS WITH YOUR 
FULL NAME 

3) YOUR COMPLAINT WILL BE MADE POLITELY, 
WITHOUT SNARKY OR RUDE STATEMENTS 

The attached photo is for reference, and we will 
address each point as they are listed in the letter.

1)	 How is anyone expected to read something 
so small without a magnifying glass. Minutes of board 
meetings are important to the community and should be 
published as big as the other news, not so small no one 
can read it.

*First, that should be a question mark not a period. 
Second, to address the question: there is only so much 
space available in a newspaper and that space is paid 
for by advertising and legals. EACH of which is dictated 
by the budget of said vendors. Subscriptions make up 
the balance. We cannot enlarge everything enough to 
please everyone. It’s just a fact. Period.

2)	 Why would anyone want to subscribe to a news-
paper that prints such important information so small it 
cannot read with 20/20 vision, and yet publish Oberlin 
news big enough to read? 

To answer your question without writing a book on 
HOW to put a newspaper together, you would have to 
come in and spend a Tuesday with us to see just how it’s 
done and WHY things are done the way they are.

“Important information” is actually published within 
the exact same parameters of all other content within 
a newspaper. There are guides we use in the program, 
and everything must fall within those guides. Enlarg-
ing beyond those parameters costs money; a vendor 
dictates what they’ll pay and that’s the size the ad gets 
to be; legal publications are paid by families or city or 
county taxes and again, dictated by that budget.

Legally, we don’t HAVE to make it any particular 
size. It just has to be published – in print or online. 
However, we do our best to make sure it is large enough 
to be as legible as possible within the budget allotted. 
Another factor is that newsprint paper is literally the 
worst paper for printing, but it is what every newspa-
per is printed on. It bleeds and is impacted by weather 
conditions and humidity both while being printed and 
afterward out in the environment.

We are no longer covering Oberlin as its own page as 
we could not get any support for or to expand its con-
tent. So, that is a moot point.

3)	 The Sheridan Sentinel is supposed to be about 
Hoxie news. Yet we rarely get any school news and 
sports articles. Most of the news articles we see have al-
ready been read on Facebook. Maybe a little effort on 
getting out in the community and seeking out the news 
and asking the school coaches for articles and stats for 
the sprots teams would be helpful.

Wrong! The narrow-minded arrogance of that 
statement is infuriating.

The Sheridan Sentinel is NOT “about Hoxie news”. 
It is about anything pertinent to Sheridan County 
and northwest Kansas (we have subscribers all over 
the NWKS area AND around the country). We share 
news that will be important or of interest to FUTURE 
readers, as is seen through the popularity of the Now 
& Then page.

You are also wrong regarding school news and sports. 
The schools send us articles written by the students 
and the Journalism classes. Sometimes a coach or 
parent has sent in article and photos, which we greatly 
appreciate.

As for “already been read on Facebook” - your point 
is??? This is a WEEKLY newspaper not a daily – like 
social media. So, clearly, much of the news will be a 
few days later. Rude of you to not acknowledge that 
distinction. Also, you do realize that NOT EVERYONE 
is on Facebook, right? We can’t be “friends” with 
everyone in the community in order to have notifications 
of whatever is going on locally, and the Facebook 
algorithm is very inconsistent; doesn’t show even some 
family posts; let alone those from every organization 
or resident in the community. So, again, your point is, 
regarding getting our “news” from Facebook??

As for not “getting out in the community…” – have you 
ever run a business? Do you even know how to FIND 
this news you speak of? We rely on being INFORMED 
of things going on in the community, beyond the usual 
annual events. Do YOU have time to walk/drive around 
the county to FIND “news”? If so, PLEASE, come speak 

to us, we’ll hire you to write for us. For years, we had 
ads in the paper asking (begging) for writers and 
photographers. Do you know how many applied? ZERO. 
ZIP. ZILCH. NADA. But do you know how many times 
we’ve heard complaints because we weren’t in the office 
when someone stopped by BECAUSE we were “getting 
out in the community” or had to take a late lunch?

You fail to realize that you and this community are 
LUCKY to even have a newspaper! Do you know how 
many communities like this DO NOT?! Or how many 
newspapers have shut down in the last decade?! Look 
what happened to the Oberlin newspaper and the 
others bought out by an out-of-state company that then 
consolidated SIX newspapers into ONE. And, that 
newspaper barely covers ANY news of ANY one of 
those communities.

I have had this newspaper for a decade and when I 
receive letters like yours it infuriates me. Thankfully, 
we have only rarely received, maybe three times in 
10 years, letters such as yours, each of which was 
also addressed at the time of its receipt. I have done 
my BEST to bring this community a GOOD, WELL-
ROUNDED newspaper that includes local, area-wide, 
state, national, and sometimes international news. Is 
it a perfect paper – of course not, but we do our very 
best here every day. Usually, I just take the complaint 
and consider how to best alleviate the problem. We’ve 
implemented such adjustments over the years. But, 
YOUR letter, I won’t ignore and I WILL respond to. It 
is baseless, rude, ignorant of the reality of newspaper 
publishing, and I will not sit back any longer and allow 
this kind of unfounded rhetoric ruin our day. I’ve said 
my piece. I don’t feel any better about it, because I know 
we have given our best to this community for a decade 
of our lives, and as always, it only takes one rude person 
to put a damper on a good day.

We thank EVERYONE who has supported us for 
the past 10 years. You have no idea how much we truly 
appreciate it – and enjoy providing this service to the 
community. We look forward to the next 10 years!

WPAA Sponsoring Presentation
at Area Schools

Western Plains Arts Association is again sponsoring 
the Wichita Children’s Theatre Professional Touring 
Company at our area schools. 

The schedule follows.
Monday, October 19:
8:30 a.m. Oakley Elementary with “Tom Sawyer”
1:30 p.m. Rawlins County Elementary  with “Three 

Billy Goats Gruff”
Tuesday, October 20:
8:30 a.m. Colby Elementary with “Three Billy Goats 

Gruff”
11:00 a.m. Tri-Plains Winona with “Three Billy Goats 

Gruff”
1:30 p.m. (MT) Goodland Fieldhouse with “Tom 

Sawyer”
Wednesday, October 21:
8:30 a.m. St. Francis Elementary with “Tom Sawyer”
1:15 p.m. Quinter Elementary with “Tom Sawyer”
 These programs are made possible by WPAA 

and our supporting sponsors. Especially The Dane 
Hansen Foundation and sponsored in part by the state 
of Kansas through Kansas Arts Commission and the 
National Endowment for the Arts.
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By Lillie Denio
On October 8, the Hoxie girls cross-country team 

went to Phillipsburg for the MCL meet. The girls ran 
hard and competed against several schools in the area. 
Coaches Tom Friess and Chris Graham were with the 
girls as they continued to work towards their season 
goals

Freshman Jenna Herl led the Hoxie team, finishing 
6th with a time of 21:58.11. Sophomore Brylie Lindenman 
was 7th (22:07.67), and freshman Aubrey Diercks was 
9th (22:40.77). Senior Emily Farber was 17th (24:50.91), 
sophomore Kansas Tso was 18th (25:03.27), sophomore 
Bailynn Moser was 19th (25:22.73), and junior Lillie 
Denio was 21st (26:22.45). The girls continue to be a 
very solid team throughout this season. Their next 
meet will be at home in Hoxie on Thursday, October 
15, for the girls, boys, and junior high. This will also be 
the Hoxie junior high’s last cross country meet of the 
season.

(HHS photo)

Hoxie Cross Country Girls Compete 
at MCL

Juniors Noah Nickelson (10) and Bradyn Wilson 
(11) bring down the receiver at the home game 
against Oberlin on October 9. The Hoxie Indians 
held strong on defense and made several crucial 
offensive plays, leading to a 40-26 victory over the 
Red Devils. (HHS photo)

By Sofia Garcia
The Hoxie Indians played against the Oberlin Red 

Devils on October 9 at Hoxie. The Indians ended 
the game with a 40-26 victory. “Friday’s win against 
Oberlin was a quality district win,” said head coach 
Lance Baar. “Offensively, we were able to capitalize on a 
few big plays that we either scored on or we were able to 
put ourselves in scoring position. Defensively, we were 
able to bend but not break in the second half.”

The Oberlin Red Devils started the game with the 
opening kickoff. Freshman Hadley Juenemann scored 
the first touchdown for Hoxie, making the score 6-0. 
Oberlin made the score 6-2 with a safety, then to 6-10 
in the last seconds of the first quarter. Senior Mat 
Bretz made the first touchdown for the second quarter, 
making the score 12-10, and Oberlin answered with 
another touchdown. Sophomore Gage Epp ran 49 yards 
to score again for the Hoxie, tying it 18-18. Junior Griffin 
Zerr ended the first half with another touchdown, and 
the score was tied at 26-26.

In the third quarter, Epp threw the ball to Zerr and 
made the only touchdown of the quarter. With the 
Indians’ strong defense, Hoxie held the Red Devils to 
no scoring opportunity, and the third-quarter score 
was 32-26. Epp ran for a 50-yard touchdown, and senior 
Chase Meyer made the 2-point conversion, making the 
score 40-26 in favor of the Indians. The final score was 
40-26. 

“Oberlin was able to move the ball, but we were able to 
get stops in the red zone.  With special teams, we were 
able to flip the field on a couple of punts and kickoffs 
after touchdowns because of outstanding coverage and 
open-field tackling by those units,” continued Coach 
Baar. “Overall, this was a good team win.” This win 
gives the Indians confidence for their next game on 
Friday, October 16, at Hill City against the Ringnecks.

Hoxie Indians Defeat
Oberlin Red Devils

The Golden Plains Lady Bulldog Volleyball team 
celebrates another point scored against the Rawlins 
County Lady Buffaloes in the final game of the 
Decatur Co. Tournament in Oberlin on October 3.  
The Bulldogs defeated the Buffaloes in two close sets 
to win the consolation bracket of the tournament 
for fifth place.  Team member on the court include 
(clockwise from top) Kadalen Unrein (27), Ellie 
Romero (5), Estella Vargas (4), Brenlynn Rath (14), 
Katie Carter (15), and Lakin Wark (1).  Cheering 
from the bench were Coach Ashley Arnberger, 
Coach Sidney Taylor, Jade Dible (12), Kaylee Kier 
(11), Emma Kier (3), Makynslee Vargas (6), and 
Molly Ritter (20).  (Photo by Judy Rogers)

By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains Lady Bulldogs volleyball team 

competed in the Decatur Community Tournament in 
Oberlin on October 3.  The Bulldogs won three of their 
five matches to place fifth.

Their first match of pool play was against the 
Brewster Bulldogs.  The GP girls took control early in 
the first set winning easily 25-2 with steady serves by 
Katie Carter, Kaylee Kier, and Kadalen Unrein.  The 
Brewster girls fought back in the second set taking the 
lead in the early part of the game.  The Bulldogs pulled 
ahead with a string of serves from Ellie Romero.  The 
Brewster girls stayed strong but Golden Plains won the 
set and the match 25-22.

The second game of pool play was against the Hoxie 
Lady Indians.  The Indians captured an early lead and 
held their momentum for the win 25-9.  The Bulldogs 
gave it their all in the second set and led 8-2 to start 
off.  The Indians worked their way back into the set and 
pulled ahead for the win 25-19.

The Bulldogs faced the Dundy County Tigers out 
of Beckelman, Nebraska, for the third set.  The Tigers 
quickly took control of the first set with a series of 
powerful kills.  The Dogs worked hard but fell to the 
Tigers 8-25.  The Dogs came back in the second set 
staying within a few points of the Tigers and tying it up 
at 20.  Both teams covered the net well, but the Tigers’ 
killer slams gave them the win 23-25.

The Bulldogs advanced to bracket play to face the St. 
Francis Lady Indians.  The teams played three close, 
exciting sets with the Bulldogs claiming the first set 
win 25-22.  The Indians kept the second set tied up 
throughout pulling ahead at the end for the 25-23 win.  
In the third and final set, the Bulldogs pulled ahead to 
a 12-4 lead. The Indians worked their way back in to tie 
the game up at 14.  The Dogs again gained a lead only 
the have the Indians match them at 22.  With Brenlynn 
Rath behind the serve line, the Dogs held on for the win 
25-23.

The final match of the day was against the Rawlins 
County Lady Buffaloes for fifth place.  The girls played 
two more intense sets.  They stayed neck and neck in 
the first set, and the game was tied at 21.  Lakin Wark 
served four in a row to give the Dogs the 25-21 win.  The 
second set was another close game with the girls tying 
it up several times.  The Dogs finally pulled ahead to a 
19-9 lead.  The Buffaloes fought back to close the gap, 
but the Dogs claimed the match 25-20 to win out on the 
consolation side of the bracket placing them fifth in the 
tournament.

“We definitely fought to the finish,” said junior Lakin 
Wark.  “We had to have grit to finish strong and win.”  
“It was a fun tournament,” added Brenlynn Rath.  “It 
took us a while to settle down.  Everyone was nervous, 
but we stuck together well.”

The girls finished the tournament with 30 ACE serves 
including Katie Carter 9, Lakin Wark 6, Kaylee Kier 5, 
Kadalen Unrein 3, Ellie Romero 3, Brenlynn Rath 2, 
Makynslee Vargas 1, and Molly Ritter 1.  They had 70 
Kills from Wark 24, Rath 22, Jade Dible 15, Unrein 12, 
Estella Vargas 4, and Carter 2.

Seventy-two assists were given by Unrein 28, Wark 
22, E. Vargas 12, Carter 9, and Rath 1.  Wark and Dible 
each had 2 solo blocks and Unrein 1.  The girls dug up 
192 digs from Rath 34, Unrein 31, E. Vargas 28, Wark 
25, Romero 23, Carter 21, Dible 16, Kaylee Kier 12, and 
Emma Ier 2. 

The Lady Bulldogs hold a 15-10 record for the season.  
They will play in Winona on October 6 before traveling 
to Goodland for the WKLL league tournament on 
October 10. “The season is going fast,” added Wark.  
“We’re trying to make sure we have a good record for 
seeding for regionals and sub-state.”

Lady Bulldogs Win Three at Tourney

Senior MaKenna 
Farber cheers for 
the boys during 
the Palco game 
Friday, October 
2. Thunderhawks 
defeated the 
Roosters 52-0. 
(WHS photo)

By Carolyn Nelson, DTP Sponsor
The Wheatland High School varsity football team 

defeated the Palco Roosters Friday, October 2 at the 
Hawks Nest with a final score of 52-0. Thunderhawks 
now have a 4-1 win-loss record.

Senior Branton Goetz rushed 99 yards and scored 
two touchdowns in nine carries. Goetz has scored a 
rushing touchdown four consecutive games.  Also with 
nine carries, fellow senior Spencer Beckman rushed 
for an impressive 123 yards and scored a touchdown. 
Quarterback Riley Tuttle completed two of three 
attempts, passing for 41 yards. Tuttle also scored a 
touchdown. Junior Jackson Foster brought another 
touchdown to the WHS scoreboard as well as receiving 
41 yards.

Sophomore Remi Hancock stated, “I think we played 
really well, and I think we will carry that momentum 
the rest of the season.”

Thunderhawk fans face Cheylin Cougars in the 
Hawks Nest for Homecoming, Friday October 9. Come 
support your Hawks!

Palco Roosters Prove No Match
for Thunderhawks

Senior Brooklyn Thomas and junior Jayden Wood 
block at the net while Italy Teeter and Natalie 
Bixenman cover during the TMP game at the Scott 
City tournament. (WHS photo)

By Carolyn Nelson, DTP sponsor
The WHS Volleyhawks have faced some tough 

competition in recent matches.  On Saturday, October 
3, they played in the Scott City Dig Pink tournament.

At the tournament they battled against Garden 
Plain (tie 0-0); Goodland (1-2); Lakin High School (0-
2); Thomas More Prep- Marian (1-2); Garden Plain (1-2); 
and Wichita County (2-0).

The next fight was Monday at a triangle competition 
at Weskan as the Volleyhawks met the Dighton Hornets 
and the Weskan Coyotes Monday, October 5.  WHS 
took down the Coyotes in only two sets (25-14; 31-29) for 
a victorious match.  The Volleyhawks also won against 
the Hornets in two sets, making a great evening.

Added to the excitement of the evening was Natalie 
Bixenman achieving her 1000 career kills.

Congratulations, Volleyhawks.

Volleyhawks Struggle,
Then Bounce Back

Walk and Roll to Safety
By Carolyn Nelson, DTP sponsor
Wheatland High School Wellness Committee hosted 

the third annual Walk and Roll to Safety on Wednesday, 
October 7.

High school students met the grade school students 
at the firehouse at 7:40 a.m.. GCDC and NHS served 
breakfast. The FACS class cooked burritos, with cold 
breakfast snacks.

After breakfast, elementary students walked in 
groups with the NHS students listening and learning 
about crosswalk safety. When they reached the grade 
school, everyone met in the gym and listened to Gove 
County deputies Dusty Taul, Seth Gruber, and  Dustin 
Dusin discuss crosswalk safety and other safety issues.

Wellness Committee president Dina Heier stated, “It 
is so important for the children to learn about safety 
and this is a fun way for them to do this. Thanks for 
the support from GCDC, FACS class, NHS students, 
the fire station, Mayor Harvey Heier, Trina Gruber,  the 
City of Grainfield, and the sheriff’s department.”
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CONTACT YOUR COMMISSIONER
Chairman: David Stithem ~ sixds@ruraltel.net

Vice-Chair: Buck Mader  ~  mcauto2@outlook.com 
Kyle Emigh ~ ebrosfarms@gmail.com

Submission Guidelines
Print-ready ads and content deadline: noon Tuesday
Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.

Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must be 
emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in .jpg or .png format.

All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).

Please email articles, news, and photos to:
editor@sheridansentinel.com or bring them by our office at

716 Main Street, Hoxie.
For advertising, send to lori@sheridansentinel.com

We confirm receipt of all emailed submissions within 24-hours.
If you have not received confirmation, or if it is a

time-sensitive submission, please call us at 785-675-3321.
www.sheridansentinel.com

In an effort to streamline the call process with 
calls for service the Hoxie Police Department 
phone number has changed to 785-675-3481. This 
will ring you into Sheridan County Communications 
as they already dispatch for the police department. 
This will allow trained dispatchers to take your 
information/complaint and dispatch the police 
department to you. This will also provide 24/7 
phone coverage when the City Office is closed. 
As always, the Hoxie Police Department is here 
to serve you and assist with any issues you may 
have.

Paul Wisinger, Chief
Hoxie Police Department

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Heart of a Tiger: Boots, Ropes, and Big Dreams,
The Heart of FHSU Rodeo

 
By Tisa Mason
Hays - There is something special about people who rodeo. The students and their coach are always respectful 

and kind. They say, “yes, Ma’am” and “no, Ma’am” the old-fashioned way. But what really stands out is how they use 
the word “rodeo.” For most of us, rodeo is just a noun - a show, an event. For Trevor Meier and Tyler McCauley, it’s 
a verb. It’s something they do every single day. It’s not just what they watch. It’s how they live. 

Tyler grew up in Pender, a small town in northeast Nebraska. Last year, he made a trip to Hays, Kansas, to 
check things out. He wanted two things: a good rodeo team and a school that could prepare him for a career as an 
electrician. Together, Fort Hays State University and Fort Hays Tech | North Central offered both. 

“I saw FHSU had a tech school partnership,” Tyler said. “I came, visited, and loved the town and the program. I 
loved the teachers. I really wanted to come here to get my education, and I wanted to compete in college rodeo.” 

Because Fort Hays Tech | North Central does not have a rodeo team, Tyler competes as an individual member, 
wearing the Fort Hays Tech | North Central vest, while being a full member of the Fort Hays State University 
Rodeo Club. 

Tyler’s days start early. He feeds his horses around 7 a.m., then heads to class until 2:30 in the afternoon. After 
that, he practices roping for several hours. Then it’s dinner, a shower, and bed, so he can wake up and do it all again. 

“Not a lot” of downtime, he admits with a small laugh. “I’m pretty focused on the rodeo.” 
Tyler has been competing since he was just seven years old. Now he competes in calf roping and team roping. 

Someday, after he finishes his two-year electrician program, he hopes to head south to Texas or Oklahoma. There, 
he plans to keep rodeoing while working toward a business degree. 

Even with his busy schedule, Tyler has found time to enjoy his new life in Hays. “They are good people,” he said 
about his new teammates. “They are friendly, so I like that.” He was especially excited about his first rodeo with the 
FHSU team on September 11th in Colby. 

Coach Meier fully embraces the partnership between FHSU and Fort Hays Tech | North Central. Coach Meier 
didn’t just join rodeo. He was born into it. He started roping and racing when he was only four or five years old. 
His mother was the rodeo coach at Garden City Community College at the time, so rodeo has always been part 
of his family. Coach Meier went on to compete for Oklahoma Panhandle State University, and he still rides in 
professional rodeo events today. 

This fall marks the start of Coach Meier’s second year as head coach at Fort Hays State. 
“The first year was fun,” he said. “It worked out well to be the assistant coach my first year and see everything, 

but not have all the responsibilities yet, on my own. It made it an easier transition.” 
If Tyler’s schedule sounds busy, Coach Meier’s might top it. His day begins at 6 a.m., roping calves until 8 or 9. 

Then he heads to his office for meetings, paperwork, and checking on students. By late afternoon, he’s back at the 
rodeo grounds for another four hours of practice, followed by feeding and caring for the animals. 

Asked if he ever sleeps, Coach Meier just chuckled. “Not as much as I’d like, for sure. We stay busy.” 
He’s not alone, though. His graduate assistant, Tee Koch, helps with morning and evening chores, health checks, 

and general animal care. Tee also competes in steer wrestling, calf roping, and team roping alongside his younger 
brother, Brodin, who is also a student at FHSU. 

This year’s team has 28 members, what Coach Meier calls “a comfy number.” Taking care of many team members 
also means caring for many animals. The team leases cattle from ranches in Nebraska and Oklahoma, trucking 
them in for practice and competition. 

Coach Meier spends much of his time watching high school and community college rodeo athletes across a huge 
stretch of land, from South Dakota down to Oklahoma, hoping to find the next great addition to the FHSU family. 

This past summer, two team members made it to the College National Finals Rodeo: Abagail Olson in barrel 
racing and Madison Scott in breakaway roping. 

For readers less familiar with these events, barrel racing is a timed event, almost always run by women, where a 
rider on horseback races a cloverleaf pattern around three barrels set up in the arena. It’s all about speed combined 
with precision control of the horse; even a fraction of a second lost in a wide turn can cost the run. Barrel racing is 
one of the most popular events for fans because it’s fast, athletic, and easy to follow. The lowest time wins. 

Also, typically a women’s event, breakaway roping is a variation of calf roping built for speed and safety. Here’s 
the key difference from traditional roping: the rope is tied to the saddle horn with a string, and once the loop 
catches the calf and the horse stops short, the rope simply “breaks away” from the saddle instead of the roper 
dismounting to tie the calf’s legs (like in tie-down roping). It’s judged purely on speed — fastest clean catch wins 
— and it’s gained a lot of popularity recently as its own standalone event rather than just a practice drill for calf 
roping. 

Tiger Nation is proud of Abagail and Madison, and Coach Meier is hopeful for what that means for the future. 
“We have a really strong women’s team this year,” Coach Meier said. 
The season ahead is packed. The team will compete in four fall rodeos and six in the spring, spread across 

Kansas and Oklahoma. The road leads all the way to the National Finals in Casper, Wyoming, next June, which 
would mark the team’s third straight trip if they qualify. 

But for Coach Meier, it’s not really about the trophies. It’s about watching young people become who they’re 
meant to be. 

“It’s amazing to watch the students grow and all they learn,” he said, “from the time they are freshmen all the 
way through college.” 

Rodeo is woven deeply into the lives of Coach Meier, Tyler, and the rest of the FHSU rodeo family. It’s not just a 
sport or extracurricular activity; it’s who they are. From early mornings, long days, and hard work to the life-long 
friendships they build along the way, rodeo is their way of life.

College Receives $600K 
Mental Health Awareness 

Grant
Goodland - Fort Hays Tech | Northwest has been 

awarded funds by the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to train 
individuals and communities on how to recognize and 
safely respond to mental health crises. 

“This funding will make a meaningful impact for 
our students and the communities we serve,” said 
President Corey Isbell. “This investment represents an 
important step forward in how we support our students 
and community.”

Through this three-year grant, the College will build 
a mental health awareness, crisis response, and referral 
network. The College will provide training, education, 
and resources to students, with broader reach into 
schools, healthcare organizations, emergency-response 
agencies, and community settings.

As this project continues to develop, more information 
will be shared about the services and opportunities it 
will provide. Visit FHNW.edu to stay up to date on the 
latest developments.

ATF Forced to Drop Some 
Nationwide Registration 

Requirements
Topeka – Kansas Attorney General Kris Kobach 

welcomed an open letter from the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives announcing that, 
effective October 9, 2026, ATF will no longer require 
individuals to obtain federal approval before making 
or transferring short-barreled rifles, short-barreled 
shotguns, silencers, and certain other firearms 
classified as “any other weapons.”

The policy follows a federal court ruling in Silencer 
Shop Foundation v. ATF, a case in which Kansas 
led a coalition of 14 states and private plaintiffs in 
challenging National Firearms Act registration 
requirements after Congress eliminated the associated 
making and transfer taxes in the One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act. A federal judge in Texas ruled that, with the tax 
gone, the government could no longer force people to 
register these items or get permission before buying or 
making them, and blocked enforcement of those rules 
against the plaintiffs. ATF has now decided to stop 
enforcing the rules nationwide, not just for the people 
who sued.

“This is a huge victory for firearm owners. Now it’s 
not just Kansans who can purchase suppressors, short 
barrel rifles and short barrel shotguns without seeking 
special permission from the government. It’s for 
citizens of all 50 states. I’m proud to say that Kansas led 
the way in delivering this win,” Kobach said.

Under the guidance, individuals may acquire the 
covered items without submitting an NFA application 
or waiting for ATF approval. Background checks and 
other requirements under the Gun Control Act remain 
in effect. ATF will continue to process voluntary 
registration applications for those who choose to file 
them.

Kobach said the outcome confirms that once Congress 
removed the tax that had been the constitutional basis 
for these rules, the federal government no longer 
had authority to force law-abiding citizens to seek 
permission before exercising their Second Amendment 
rights.

By Shari Buss, Director, Hansen Museum
There is never a dull moment at the Hansen Museum, 

especially when a group of competitive middle school 
athletes comes through the doors! This past week, 
the Colby Middle School Cross Country Team visited 
Going Places and took one of the exhibition’s bicycle 
interactives to a whole new level of fun.

What started as an opportunity to explore the 
exhibition quickly turned into a full-fledged bicycle 
tournament, complete with a competition bracket and 
a set of rules established by the students themselves. 
Each participant was required to ride both bicycles, 
with the best times determining who advanced to the 
next round. The competition was on!

The students had an absolute blast challenging one 
another and cheering on their teammates. What made 
the whole experience even more entertaining was 
their determination to keep the tournament moving. 
If the next competitor had wandered off to explore 
another part of the exhibition, someone would track 
them down, announce that it was their turn, and off 
they would go, ready to ride! It was such fun watching 
these young athletes turn an interactive learning 
experience into a spirited competition filled with 
laughter, encouragement, and a little friendly rivalry. 
Their enthusiasm was contagious!

Of course, the Colby athletes weren’t our only visitors 
this past week. We also welcomed Logan’s third-
grade students and fifth and sixth graders from Alma, 
Nebraska. Both groups thoroughly enjoyed exploring 
Going Places and discovering the many interactive 
components throughout the exhibition. In addition to 
their time in the gallery, the students participated in 
our tessellation activity.  It has been wonderful to see 
how each group brings its own personality and energy 
to the Museum. No two field trips are ever quite the 
same!

In addition to all the excitement surrounding 
Going Places, we encourage visitors to explore our 
October Artist of the Month display featuring Kristin 
Johnson, owner and artist behind Praisin’ Art of 
Hoxie, Kansas. Kristin specializes in transforming 
gourds into beautiful, one-of-a-kind works of art. Her 
collection includes jewelry, buttons, bowls, vases, and 
an impressive variety of crosses. Using wood burning, 
alcohol inks, and other embellishments, she creates 
intricate designs that reflect both her artistic talent 
and her faith. Many of the gourds she uses are grown 
right at her home in Hoxie. Her display is a wonderful 
reminder that art can be created from some of nature’s 
most unexpected materials. Be sure to stop by and take 
a look at her unique creations while they are on display 
throughout October.

If all this creativity has you feeling inspired, why 
not try your hand at creating something of your own? 
Our next Museum class, Introduction to Chalk Pastels, 
will be held Saturday, October 24th, from 9:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. at the Logan Youth Center. Instructor 
Laurie Albin will introduce participants to the colorful 
world of chalk pastels, demonstrating techniques 
for blending and layering colors to create depth and 
dimension. This workshop is designed for beginners, 

but those with previous pastel experience are also 
welcome. Participants will work toward completing at 
least one finished piece, and if time allows, they may 
begin a second project. The cost of the workshop is 
$35, and registration is 
available online through 
the Hansen Museum’s 
website. We hope you’ll 
join us for a fun day of 
learning, experimenting, 
and creating!

The Going Places 
exhibition continues 
to offer plenty of 
opportunities for visitors 
of all ages to explore 

Museum News

Continued on page 8
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Kansas Water Authority 
Meeting in Atchison

The Kansas Water Authority (KWA) will meet on 
Wednesday, October 21, in Atchison at the Atchison 
Event Center located at 710 S. 9th Street, Atchison. The 
meeting will begin at 9 a.m.

For additional meeting information and the online 
meeting link, visit the Kansas Water Office website 
calendar at kwo.ks.gov or call (785) 296-3185.

The KWA is responsible for advising the Governor, 
Legislature and Director of the Kansas Water Office 
on water policy issues. They also ensure that water 
policies and programs address the needs of all Kansans 
as well as serve as advisors of the Kansas Water Plan. 
The KWA was established in 1981 and consists of 13 
voting members who are appointed by the Governor or 
Legislative leadership. State agency directors serve as 
ex-officio members. 

If accommodations are needed for a person with 
disabilities, please notify the Kansas Water Office at 
900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404, Topeka, KS 66611-
1249 or call (785) 296-3185 at least five working days 
prior to the meeting.

First in Time
By Greg Doering, Kansas Farm Bureau
Farming in western Kansas would look much 

different today without the massive infrastructure built 
to bring groundwater to the surface to sustain crops, 
water livestock, support industry and provide drinking 
water. Groundwater is at the heart of life on the High 
Plains.

Kansas water law dedicates, or appropriates, this 
resource for the use of the public by allowing individuals 
to obtain water rights for beneficial purposes under the 
Kansas Water Appropriation Act.

For example, an individual can apply for a water 
right to develop a well for 14 uses such as municipal, 
industrial, stock watering and irrigation, among others. 
This appropriation right grants the right to use water, 
but it does not convey ownership of the water itself. 
The right to use that water, however, is a property right 
protected under Kansas law.

These property rights rely on a tiered system, based 
on the priority of when each was applied for. This 
principle is commonly referred to as “first in time, first 
in right.” During a shortage, water rights with earlier 
priority dates must be satisfied before those with later 
dates.

Water, both surface water and groundwater, is 
the lifeblood of Kansas because of the significant 
investments required to put it to beneficial use. 
Without the stable and secure property rights afforded 
by the priority system, farmers and ranchers would 
have less incentive to invest their labor and capital 
since their ability to use water could be taken away 
without regard to established rights. Without these 
longstanding protections from both government and 
private interference, there would be fewer wells, pumps 
and pivots making crop production possible. Without 
these investments, the economic vitality of Kansas 
would look drastically different.

In theory, dating back to 1945, this seniority-based 
system provides a framework for allocating available 
water during shortages. In practice, the state granted 
more water rights than groundwater sources could 
sustainably support in some areas, and decades of 
inaction have created the need to reduce consumptive 
use.

When water is plentiful, priority rarely gets a second 
thought. During a shortage, however, some call for 
abandoning it based on misguided notions of fairness 
or equity. Just as priority is the bedrock of Kansas water 
law, private property rights are at the heart of Kansas 
Farm Bureau’s grassroots policy.

That policy supports our members Doyle Saddler, 
Clayton and Lori Janicke and Conrad and Pamela 
Popp as they intervene in a proposal stemming from 
Groundwater Management District 4’s five-year review 
of its Local Enhanced Management Area (LEMA).

Under the LEMA proposal, the government would 
impose mandatory pumping reductions only on 
irrigators. This would violate both state law and 
KFB’s member-established policy, under the guise of 
conservation.

Preserving groundwater is a laudable goal, but 
ignoring priority undermines not only the value of 
water rights but also accompanying land values and 
the livelihood of farmers and ranchers. In essence, the 
proposed cure could be worse than the disease.

Maintaining priority does not preclude conserving 
Kansas’ precious groundwater supplies. Priority 
already provides a framework for addressing shortages. 
KFB policy recognizes this, stating that any “reductions 
needed to stabilize aquifers should be done by a 
percentage of water right allocation based on priority…”

“First in time, first in right” isn’t just a catchy slogan. 
It has been a cornerstone of Kansas water law since the 
passage of the Kansas Water Appropriation Act in 1945. 
Across-the-board cuts exclusively targeting irrigators 
might seem like the easiest solution, but the government 
must follow the law as written, not simply choose the 
approach that is most convenient. Kansas Farm Bureau 
supports conservation, but only when done through 
lawful methods that respect private property rights and 
more than 80 years of state law.

“Insight” is a weekly column published by Kansas 
Farm Bureau, the state’s largest farm organization whose 
mission is to strengthen 
agriculture and the lives 
of Kansans through 
advocacy, education and 
service.

Dyed Diesel Update
On Monday, October 5, Pres. Donald Trump signed 

an Executive Order to temporarily allow off-road dyed 
diesel for highway use and defer the applicable federal 
excise tax.

Specifically, the order does the following: 
•	 Directs the Secretary of the Treasury, in 

consultation with the Secretary of Defense, to defer 
payment of the Federal excise tax imposed for on-road 
use of dyed diesel fuel for the remainder of the year 
without interest or penalties, and to explore pathways 
to eliminate the obligation to pay the deferred taxes.

•	 Directs the Secretary of Transportation to 
coordinate with states, industry leadership and labor 
organizations on access to dyed diesel. 

•	 Directs the Secretary of Agriculture to ensure 
farmers’ access to dyed diesel in high-demand areas 
and to encourage corresponding action by states.

•	 Directs the Director of the White House Office 
of Intergovernmental Affairs to encourage more states 
to adopt policies that correspond with the Secretary of 
the Treasury’s actions pursuant to this order. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 7, Kansas Farm Bureau (KFB) 
joined Kansas agricultural commodity associations 
asking Gov. Kelly to add Kansas to a growing number 
of states deferring or temporarily suspending state 
fuels tax on diesel. The same day Gov. Kelly issued the 
following statement, “In Kansas, this executive order 
cannot be legally implemented as drafted, and even 
if it could be, the expansion of red dye diesel would 
ultimately result in its cost skyrocketing to the same 
price as regular diesel. There are also serious concerns 
from Kansas Highway Patrol that execution of this 
executive order, if it were legally possible, would result 
in law enforcement difficulties once red dye diesel 
returns to its normal usage restrictions. Once again, 
the Trump administration is attempting to put out a 
fire it created and causing more harm and long-term 
consequences in the process.”

While this remains a fluid situation, it is important to 
know the federal executive order only defers the fuels 
tax and fuel consumers should anticipate having to pay 
the deferred fuels taxes at some point in 2027. Across the 
state of Kansas, the Kansans Highway Patrol, Kansas 
Department of Transportation and others will continue 
to enforce state rules and regulations prohibiting using 
non-highway diesel on public roads.

Kansas Farm Bureau will continue to monitor the 
situation at the federal and state levels.

Farmers Grateful for
Diesel Tax Relief

American Farm Bureau Federation President Zippy 
Duvall applauded the executive order signed by 
President Trump to ease limits on the use of tax-exempt 
dyed diesel fuel to give farmers a break.

“We thank President Trump for recognizing that what 
happens at the fuel pump directly affects what happens 
on the farm and therefore at dinner tables across 
America. Allowing dyed diesel fuel to be used over-
the-road will bring welcome relief for farmers because 
every cent per gallon matters when you’re running a 
fleet of grain trucks or hauling cattle hundreds of miles.

“As we detailed in a letter to the president last week, 
this effort will bring much needed price relief for 
farmers as they work to complete harvest across the 
U.S. The federal highway diesel tax is currently more 
than 24-cents per gallon, so it’s a big deal to farmers 
to be able to use tax exempt diesel more broadly to 
get their harvest to market. We appreciate that the 
president listened to farmers and responded.”

Kansas Crop Progress
and Condition

Manhattan - For the week ending October 11, 2026, 
there were 5.8 days suitable for fieldwork, according to 
the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
Topsoil moisture supplies rated 6% very short, 17% 
short, 65% adequate, and 12% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
supplies rated 10% very short, 25% short, 58% adequate, 
and 7% surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter wheat planted was 44%, 
behind 56% for the five-year average. Emerged was 20%, 
behind 29% average.

Corn harvested was 63%, near 64% average.
Soybean condition rated 11% very poor, 21% poor, 34% 

fair, 30% good, and 4% excellent. Soybeans dropping 
leaves was 88%, near 86% average. Harvested was 27%, 
behind 37% average.

Sorghum condition rated 14% very poor, 26% poor, 
36% fair, 20% good, and 4% excellent. Sorghum mature 
was 71%, behind 83% average. Harvested was 23%, 
behind 40% average.

Cotton condition rated 8% very poor, 23% poor, 40% 
fair, 25% good, and 4% excellent. Cotton bolls opening 
was 84%, ahead of 79% average. Harvested was 9%, near 
12% average.

Sunflowers harvested was 16%, behind 31% average.
Pasture and Range Report: Pasture and range 

conditions rated 12% very poor, 20% poor, 35% fair, 30% 
good, and 3% excellent.

Join Kansas Farm Bureau
for 108th Annual Meeting

Kansas Farm Bureau (KFB) will celebrate its 
108th annual meeting Dec. 5-7 in Manhattan. The 
organization’s annual meeting will begin Saturday 
evening with KFB’s Foundation Fundraiser, themed 
around the National Finals Rodeo, which will be 
streamed live. Tickets can be purchased at https://www.
kfb.org/Article/KFBs-Foundation-for-Agriculture-
Night-with-the-NFR-Fundraiser.

On Sunday, informational workshops, tradeshow 
vendors and a silent auction will be open to attendees. 
Jason Brown, former NFL lineman who now owns 
and operates First Fruits Farm in North Carolina, will 
provide the keynote address.

During the general session, awards for Friends of 
Agriculture, county Farm Bureaus, media and the 2026 
mental health advocate will be presented. Farm Families 
of the Year and Leadership KFB will be recognized 
during the banquet Sunday evening, in addition to 
honoring the Distinguished Service honoree.

On Monday, voting delegates will debate and adopt 
policy statements for 2027, in addition to elections 
for KFB president and board members from even-
numbered Farm Bureau districts. To learn more about 
candidates running, go to https://www.kfb.org/KFB-
Elections. (Kansas Farm Bureau membership sign in 
required.)

Other notable items related to the annual meeting 
include:

- We’re seeking voice talent to sing the National 
Anthem Sunday, Dec. 6. Go to https://form.jotform.
com/kfbcommunications/kfbs-2026-annual-meeting-
national-a to upload your demo by Nov. 5.

- Get your water tested for free by Kansas 
Geological Survey. Go to https://www.jotform.com/
form/262075189991066 to sign up by Oct. 15.

For full annual meeting details, visit www.kfb.org/
annualmeeting.

NEXT AUCTION
OCT. 20th at 10 AM

DPAauctions.com

Fall Auctions Filling Up!

CONSIGN TODAY

NOV. 3rd at 10 AM
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Ask About
multi-week discounts

785-675-3321
Blackwood Family Dentistry

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
314 Main Street

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240
Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net

YOUR AD HERE
785-675-3321
716 Main St, Hoxie

FREDRICKSON INSURANCEFREDRICKSON INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.AGENCY, INC.

Amanda Fortin, AgentAmanda Fortin, Agent
785-475-3883785-475-3883

183 S Penn Ave., Oberlin, KS 67749183 S Penn Ave., Oberlin, KS 67749
amanda.fortin@fredricksoninsurance.comamanda.fortin@fredricksoninsurance.com
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810 W Columbia
Oberlin, KS 67749

785-475-2208
Hours M-F 8am-5pm

Improving lives through quality healthcare.
Decatur Health is accepting applications for the following positions:Decatur Health is accepting applications for the following positions:

FULL TIME:
Plant Operations. Full Time. (1.0 FTE) Main 

duties include upkeep of the physical plant 
and all work areas; monitoring, inspecting, 
repairing, testing, and maintaining building 
systems and equipment. This position also 
assists with outdoor grounds care, including 
snow removal and lawn mowing. Position 
includes participation in an on-call rotation for 
weekday, weekend, and holidays for after-hour 
emergencies and urgent maintenance issues. 

IT Systems Specialist – Full Time (1.0 
FTE) Position responsible for implementing, 
maintaining, and troubleshooting Decatur 
Health’s computer systems, networks, and 
user technology. Open to entry level or 
advanced candidates with strong technical 
capability. Duties include supporting LAN/
WAN systems, servers, wireless networks, 
VPNs, hardware/software installation, VoIP, 
printers, and user support. IT certification or 
equivalent experience preferred; Associate 
degree preferred. Experience preferred; 
strong communication and multitasking skills 
required. 8/10/2026

RHC/Pro Fee Coder. Full Time (1.0 FTE) In 
house position. Responsible for coding Family 
Practice, ER, and Inpatient diagnoses and 
procedures using ICD 10 and CPT, reviewing 
documentation for accuracy, submitting prior 
authorization requests and assisting with HIM 
clerical tasks. Experience preferred; coding 
certification required within 12 months of 
hire, with initial progress toward certification 
expected within the first 6 months. 8/10/2026

Registered Nurse - Night Shift (Med/Surg 
& Emergency Department). Full Time (0.9 
FTE) Must be licensed in the state of Kansas. 
12-hour shifts (6pm-6am) with every third 
weekend and holiday rotation. Positions Open: 
3 - 3/4/2026, 6/15/2026

Radiologic Technologist. Full Time or 
Part Time. Graduation from an accredited 
radiologic technology program and a Kansas 
State LRT license is required. Must be ARRT 
certified. This position is part of a rotating on-
call schedule. Positions Open: 2 - 9/2/2025

PART TIME:
Environmental Services Tech (EVS). 

Part Time (0.6 FTE) Monday-Friday 2PM-
7:30PM. Duties include cleaning assignment 
areas according to procedures and standards, 
including but not limited to patient care 
areas, office areas, and public areas within the 
Hospital and Clinics.

Day Shift Patient Care Technician (PCT) 
Part Time. (0.6 FTE) High school diploma 
or equivalent preferred. A certified nursing 
assistant (CNA) registry is preferred but not 
required. Shifts are 6am-6pm. This position 
participates in a weekend and holiday rotation.

How to Apply
Apply at www.decaturhealth.org/careers

This institution is an
equal opportunity employer & provider.

CLASSIFIEDS 
Septic Tank Pumping

&
Installation

LARRY’S
PLUMBING

785-462-3458

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED: 
The Sheridan County 
Noxious Weed 
Department is accepting 
applications for a 
Noxious Weed Control 
Technician. Previous 
experience i.e. valid 
P r i v a t e\C o m m e r c i a l 
Applicator License 
preferred. Must be willing 
to obtain qualification 
in either category 1C or 
6. CDL is a plus. This 
is a full-time position. 
Applications may be 
picked up at the Road & 
Bridge Office, Monday 
through Friday from 
7:30am–4:30pm. Sheridan 
County offers competitive 
wages, retirement, 
and health insurance. 
For questions and to 
request an application 
by mail, contact O’Neill 
Smith at 785-470-2038. 
Applications will be 
accepted until the 
position is filled.

---50/TFN---
HELP WANTED: 

Hoxie Feedyard & PSI 
are always interested in 
visiting with good people 
about a good job. We 
offer competitive pay and 
great benefits. Please call 
Scott Foote 785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---
HELP WANTED: The 

Sheridan County Road 
& Bridge Department is 
accepting applications 
for an Equipment 
Operator. Experience 
and CDL preferred. This 
is a full-time position. 
Applications may be 
picked up at the Road & 
Bridge Office, Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 
am – 4:30 pm. Sheridan 
County offers competitive 
wages, retirement, 
and health insurance. 
For questions and to 
request an application 
by mail, contact Joe 
Herskowitz at 785-675-
3621. Applications will 
be accepted until the 
position is filled. EOE

---40/TFN---

FOR SALE: Crooked 
Creek Angus Registered 
2-year-old bulls located in 
St. Francis, 785-332-6206, 
www.crooketcreekangus.
com.

---7/TFN---

Rhoda Berneice 
Powers (Rowlison), 89, 
passed away peacefully 
on October 8, 2026, at 
Trego County Lemke 
Memorial Long Term 
Care, surrounded by 
the love of her family.

Born in Menlo, on 
December 2, 1936, 
Berneice was the 
daughter of Theodore 
Oscar and Bessie Phobe 

(Jones) Rowlison. She attended Hoxie Grade School 
and graduated from Hoxie High School. She was no 
stranger to hard work and held several jobs while in 
high school, including working at Ben Franklin Five 
& Dime and Mickey’s Hardware in Hoxie.

Berneice married Melvin Wittman in 1958. They 
remained married until his passing in 1976.

While working at Jake and Larry’s Best Yet in 
Quinter, Berneice was introduced by a friend to the 
love of her life, Ronald Powers. They were married on 
July 15, 1978, and shared 48 years together. Berneice 
& Ron lived and worked on the farm south of Quinter 
before moving to town in 2003.

After moving to town, Berneice found herself with 
more time to become involved in her community. 
She participated in the Red Hat Ladies, volunteered 
at the Jay Johnson Library, and on Election Day, and 
was particularly proud of her service as president of 
the Quinter Hospital Auxiliary.

Berneice made Thanksgiving and Christmas 
special in her home and cherished family traditions. 
Her home was always filled with warmth, comfort, 
and unconditional love. Her family, especially her 
grandchildren, was the love of her life. Berneice 
loved to travel, visiting Hawaii, New York City at 
Christmas, and the Pacific Coast Highway, as well 
as taking a cruise. She was a dedicated Quinter 
Bulldog fan who rarely missed an opportunity to 
watch her children play and continued attending 
games long after they had grown up. Above all, 
Berneice loved to mow—not only her own yard but 
also her neighbors’ yards.

She is survived by her husband, Ronald Powers; 
sons, Dexter Wittman, Rapid City, SD; Bruce Wittman 
(Michele), Houston, TX; and Rex Wittman (Angie), 
Newton, KS; daughters: Sharon Kuntz (Steve), 
Edmond, OK; Debbie Millete (Tom), Bridgeport, 
NE; and Carmen Powers, Lake Charles, LA; twelve 
grandchildren; twelve great-grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild on the way.

She was preceded in death by her parents, 
Theodore Oscar and Bessie Phobe (Jones) Rowlison; 
brothers: Harold, Dale, Wayne, Ronnie, Marvin, and 
Larry Rowlison; and sister, Doris A. Fishback.

Visitation was held Sunday, October 11, 2026, 
at Schmitt Funeral Home in Quinter. The funeral 
Monday, October 12, at Quinter Methodist Church. 
Burial followed at Baker Township Cemetery.

Memorials are suggested to Gove County Elder 
Care and Gove County Medical Center and may be 
mailed to Schmitt Funeral Home, 901 South Main 
Street, Quinter, KS 67752.

To share memories or leave condolences, please 
visit www.schmittfuneral.com.

Berneice Powers
December 2, 1936 ~ October 8, 2026

Continued from page 5
the science and technology behind transportation. 
From testing your skills on the bicycle interactives 
to discovering how wind powers a land yacht, there 
is something to spark everyone’s curiosity. You never 
know what kind of adventure—or friendly competition—
might unfold!

The Museum is open Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to noon and 1 to 4 p.m.; Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
noon and 1 to 5 p.m.; and Sunday and holidays from 
1 to 5 p.m. The Museum is handicapped accessible, 
and admission is always free courtesy of the Dane G. 
Hansen Foundation.  For additional information, please 
call 785-689-4846 or visit www.hansenmuseum.org. We 
hope to see YOU at the Museum soon!

Museum

Divine 
Fellowship
Fellowship is a term 

often associated with 
the church and religion. 
Christians often say, “We 
had fellowship at church 
today.” However, the 
term also applies outside 
the church. Spectators 
at a sporting event 
experience fellowship 

as they cheer on their team, talk with one another 
in the stands, and enjoy the fabulous food from the 
concession stand. A family that never attends church 
finds fellowship around the dinner table or during a 
family outing. Fellowship can be found anyplace where 
people share common interests and enjoy each other’s 
company.

Whether small or large, and even across different 
cultures and backgrounds, Christians can fellowship 
because of the Holy Spirit who lives within us, our 
salvation, and God’s work in our hearts and lives.

Having fellowship with each other is easy, but what 
about fellowship with God? 1 Corinthians 1:9 tells us 
that God has called us “unto the fellowship of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Christians can sit at a table, 
talk, listen to a sermon or music together, meet in the 
aisle at the grocery store, and have fellowship with one 
another. But we won’t meet Jesus physically until we 
are carried into His presence at death or the rapture, so 
how do we have fellowship with Him?

Looking at an event that happened while Jesus was 
physically here can clarify how we can have fellowship 
with Him while we are here and He is on the throne in 
heaven.

It is the afternoon of His resurrection. Two men are 
walking from Jerusalem to the village of Emmaus. The 
area buzzes with news of the empty tomb. The Romans 
are claiming that followers of Jesus stole the body 
while the guards slept. Women who went to the tomb 
that morning claim angels greeted them and told them 
He had risen from the dead. The Apostles are in hiding.

Most Jews at the time believed the Messiah would 
come, conquer Rome, and establish Israel as the 
dominant nation on earth. Multitudes of people believed 
Jesus to be that Messiah, but three days earlier He was 
placed in a tomb after being crucified. Now rumors of 
His resurrection are circulating everywhere. People did 
not know what to think.

These two men, walking along, were trying to make 
sense of the day’s news. Luke 24:15: “And it came to pass, 
that, while they communed together and reasoned, 
Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.”

These two men shared the most intimate kind of 
fellowship. Look at the wording: they “communed 
together”; to commune is to communicate intimately; 
they also “reasoned,” using their faculty of reason to 
reach conclusions. They shared their opinions, thinking 
out loud and putting facts together. Why haven’t the 
Romans punished the sleeping guards? How could 
someone roll that heavy stone away from the sepulcher 
door without waking them? Are the women telling us 
what they wanted to happen, or what really happened?

Jesus then shows up and starts walking along with 
them. Jesus asks them what they are talking about.

One of the men asks Jesus if He is a stranger. 
How could anyone not know what happened around 
Jerusalem that Passover weekend?

Jesus responds with two words: another question, 
“What things?” After Jesus asked, the men laid it all 
out on the table and told Him everything they knew.

Take a step back and think for a minute. Jesus knew 
exactly what happened; He lived through it. He is the 
main character in the events. When He first joined 
them, He knew what they were talking about, so why 
ask the questions? Why not just tell them why He was 
killed and explain the resurrection?

By asking twice what was going on, Jesus tried to 
open their hearts. Notice what Jesus says in response 
to their explanation of events. The first words out of 
His mouth were, “O fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to 
have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?”

Jesus did not want an explanation of events; He 
already knew them all. He wanted these men to look 
at their own hearts. They did not believe ALL that the 
prophets had spoken. Remember, all these men had 
was the Old Testament. The Old Testament speaks of a 

future time when Christ sits on the throne in Jerusalem 
and rules the earth. That’s the Messiah the Jews were 
looking for. They had lived under oppression for so 
long; they wanted physical deliverance. Passages like 
Isaiah 53, with the words, “But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed,” were ignored and set aside. By 
putting faith (as they should) into passages about the 
Lion, they totally missed the passages about the Lamb.

Jesus didn’t engage them until they fully answered 
the question, “What things?” Jesus instructed them in 
Scripture. After His ridicule about not believing all the 
prophets had to say about Him, the Bible says, “And 
beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning 
himself” (Luke 24:27).

This is how fellowship with God works. To have 
meaningful, ultimate fellowship with God, we must 
pour our hearts out to Him. Tell Him everything: your 
fears, what angers you, and any questions you have 
about what you don’t understand; confess your sin; and 
tell Him things you wouldn’t tell anyone else, including 
your best friend. Tell Him your mood, whether you’re 
happy, sad, or frustrated, or whatever.

After those two men told Jesus everything, Jesus 
began to explain things from Scripture. That is how He 
talks to us. Open your Bible, study it, hide the Word in 
your heart, and let God use His Word to mold you into 
who He wants you to be. Pure fellowship with Him is 
a two-way communication street. We pour our hearts 
out to Him, and He pours His heart into us through His 
Word.

Preacher Johnson is Pastor of Countryside Baptist 
Church in Parke County Indiana. Website: www.
preachers-point.com; Email: preacherspoint@gmail.
com; Mail: 25 W 1200 N; Kingman IN 47952.  Facebook: 
h t t p s : // w w w. fa c e b o o k . c om / Tim ot hy -P re a c h e r-
Johnson-101171088326638. All Scripture KJV.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
(First published in The Sheridan Sentinel October 8, 2026)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SHERIDAN 
COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
ADAM WINTER, Deceased

Case No. SD-2026-PR-000018

NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that a Petition has been 
filed in this court by the undersigned, as an heir of 
the decedent, praying for the determination of the 
descent of the following described real estate:

An undivided three-one hundred sixtieths (3/160) 
interest in and to: Southwest Quarter (SW/4) of 
Section Thirty (30), Township Six (6) South, Range 
Twenty-seven (27) West of the Sixth Principal 
Meridian, Sheridan County, Kansas.

An undivided three-one hundred sixtieths (3/160) 
interest in and to: Northwest Quarter (NW/4) of 
Section Thirty (30), Township Six (6) South, Range 
Twenty-seven (27) West of the Sixth Principal 
Meridian, Sheridan County, Kansas.

An undivided one-sixtieth (1/60) interest in and 
to: Northeast Quarter (NE/4) of Section Twenty-five 
(25), Township Six (6) South, Range Twenty-eight 
(28) West of the Sixth Principal Meridian, Sheridan 
County, Kansas.

An undivided three-one hundred sixtieths (3/160) 
interest in and to: Southeast Quarter (SE/4) of 
Section Twenty-five (25), Township Six (6) South, 
Range Twenty-eight (28) West of the Sixth Principal 
Meridian, Sheridan County, Kansas.

 
An undivided three-one hundred sixtieths (3/160) 

interest in and to: Southwest Quarter (SW/4) of 
Section Twenty-five (25), Township Six (6) South, 
Range Twenty-eight (28) West of the Sixth Principal 
Meridian, Sheridan County, Kansas.

The Petition also requests a determination of 
descent of all other property, real and personal, or 
interests therein, owned by the decedent at the time 
of death.

You are hereby required to file your written 
defenses thereto on or before November 3, 2026 at 
10:00 a.m. of said day in said court, in the city of 
Sheridan, at which time and place said cause will be 
heard. Should you fail therein judgment and decree 
will be entered in due course upon said Petition.

Victor Winter, Petitioner

Ken Eland #12054 Attorney for Petitioner
ELAND LAW OFFICE, LLC
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 565
736 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740
(785) 675-3217
Fax No. (785) 675-3983

(Last published in The Sheridan Sentinel October 22, 2026)

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 5004
A PROPOSITION to amend section 1 of article 5 of the  constitution of the        
     state of Kansas to require individuals to be citizens of the United States,  at
     least 18 years of age and a resident of the voting area in which such person   
     seeks to vote in order to vote in this state.
Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Kansas,  two-thirds of the 
     members elected (or appointed) and qualified to the House of Representatives  
     and two-thirds of the members elected (or appointed) and qualified to the                   
     Senate concurring therein:
     Section 1. The following proposition to amend the constitution of the state of 
Kansas shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the state for their approval 
or rejection: Section 1 of article 5 of the constitution of the state of Kansas is 
hereby amended to read as follows:
     “§ 1. Qualifications of electors. Every(a) No person shall be deemed a 
qualified elector unless such person:
     (1) Is a citizen of the United States who;
     (2) has attained the age of eighteen years; and who
     (3) except as provided in subsection (b) or (c), resides in the voting area in 
which he or she such person seeks to vote
shall be deemed a qualified elector.
     (b) Laws of this state relating to voting for presidential electors and 
candidates for the office of president and vice-president of the United States shall 
comply with the laws of the United States relating thereto. A citizen of the 
United States, who is otherwise qualified to vote in Kansas for presidential 
electors and candidates for the offices of president and vice-president of the 
United States may vote for such officers either in person or by absentee ballot 
notwithstanding the fact that such person may have become a nonresident of this 
state if his or her such person’s removal from this state occurs during a period in 
accordance with federal law next preceding such election.
     (c) A person who is otherwise a qualified elector may vote in the voting area 
of his or her such person’s former residence either in person or by absentee ballot
notwithstanding the fact that such person may have become a nonresident of 
such voting area during a period prescribed by law next preceding the election at 
which he or she such person seeks to vote, if his such person’s new residence is 
in another voting area in the state of Kansas.”
Sec. 2. The following statement shall be printed on the ballot with the 
amendment as a whole:
“Explanatory statement. This amendment would clarify that only a person who  
     is a citizen of the United States is eligible to vote in this state.
“A vote for this proposition would clarify that only a person who is a citizen of  
     the United States is eligible to vote in this state.
“A vote against this proposition would make no change to the constitution of the
     state of Kansas, and the language concerning voter qualifications would     
     remain the same.”
Sec. 3. This resolution, if approved by two-thirds of the members elected (or 
appointed) and qualified to the House of Representatives and two-thirds of the 
members elected (or appointed) and qualified to the Senate, shall be entered on 
the journals, together with the yeas and nays. The secretary of state shall cause 
this resolution to be published as provided by law and shall cause the proposed 
amendment to be submitted to the electors of the state at the general election in
November in the year 2026, unless a special election is called at a sooner date by 
concurrent resolution of the legislature, in which case the proposed amendment 
shall be submitted to the electors of the state at the special election.

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Fist published  in The Sheridan Sentinel October 8, 2026)
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Now on this 29th day 
of September 2026, the 
Board of Commissioners, 
Sheridan County, 
Kansas, met in regular 
session with Chairman 
David Stithem presiding. 
Other members present 
were Mike “Buck” Mader, 
Kyle Emigh, Steve 
Hirsch, County Attorney 
and County Clerk, 
Heather Bracht.

At 8:00 a.m. Stithem 
called the meeting to 
order.

Those in attendance 
stood and recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Chad Koster, CEO 
AmberMed, came to the 
table. Koster discussed 
the roofing project which 
they are trying to get 
funding for through 
the revolving loan 
fund. Stithem made a 
motion to designate the 
AmberMed Hospital 
Board of Trustees as 
able to sign the contract. 
Mader seconded the 
motion. Carried 3-0. 
Koster advised the 
Board that Monica 
Reuber, Public Health 
Administrator, submitted 
her resignation effective 
10/11/2026. Stithem will 
talk with the Graham 
Public Health staff 
and give them Koster’s 
phone number so they 
can discuss specific 
details for the transition. 
The Board asked Koster 
about the inability for 
the hospital to do a blood 
test for alcohol after an 
accident. Koster will do 
some checking.

Jennifer Coffman, 
Interim EMS Director, 
called into the meeting. 
At 8:28 Mader made 
a motion to enter into 
executive session for a 
period of 15 minutes for 
the discussion of non-
elected personnel. Emigh 
seconded the motion. 
Carried 3-0. Present 
were the Board, Bracht, 
Hirsch, and Coffman via 
the phone. At 8:43 Mader 
made a motion to extend 
the executive session for 
a period of 10 minutes. 
Emigh seconded. Carried 
3-0. The door opened 
at 8:55. Coffman will be 
placed on the agenda for 
October 6.

Joe Herskowitz, Road 
& Bridge Supervisor, 
came to the table. The 
Board and Herskowitz 
discussed semi’s using 
the feedlot road coming 
from the north. The 
road heading toward the 
feedlot from the north 
is being damaged by 

semi drivers. What can 
be done? The suggestion 
is to put up the sign in 
Selden stating the road is 
closed. Coordinate with 
Sheriff Carver.

There have been 
multiple complaints 
about the Angelus Road 
(130W). The road repair 
needs to be high priority.

The Board and 
Herskowitz discussed the 
compost pile and what 
additional steps can be 
taken to prevent abuse.

The Board stated 
that yes, purchasing a 
new grader can be done 
this year in December. 
Herskowitz will get value 
for graders #257 and #261. 
There was discussion 
about dirt and gravel for 
roads.

Herskowitz gave a brief 
update on his pickup 
truck and the Catholic 
cemetery as it pertains to 
parking.

Stithem made a motion 
to approve the September 
22, 2026 Minutes 
as amended. Mader 
seconded. Carried 3-0

The September 25, 2026 
Payroll and September 
29, 2026 Warrants were 
approved as presented 
on a motion by Stithem 
and second from Emigh. 
Carried 3-0

Stithem stated he 
would be talking with 
Graham County Public 
Health about taking over 
the Public Health Office 
for business.

Herskowitz re-entered 
the meeting and stated he 
spoke with Undersheriff 
Diercks who stated there 
might be a legal issue 
to place the sign stating 
“Road Closed”. Diercks 
will talk with Sheriff 
Carver about it.

The following Payroll 
and Warrants were 
approved and signed by 
the Board:

General $137,521.74
Road & Bridge	

$194,270.86
Opioid $142.20
Tech Fund $109.50
Patterson Grant 

$13,873.25
E911 $699.22
Noxious Weed 

$4,472.97
Public Transp.	

$2,333.27
Landfill $4,705.17
MV $2,073.64
Conceal Carry	$175.00
At 10:35 a.m. with 

no further business, 
Stithem made a motion 
to adjourn, seconded by 
Emigh. Carried 3-0. The 
next regular meeting will 
be Tuesday, October 6, 
2026, at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioner’s Room.

Attest: Heather Bracht, 
Clerk, David Stithem, 
Chairman

MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING OF 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2026

   The Governing Body of 
the City of Hoxie, Kansas, 
met in regular session 
on Monday, September 
14, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at 
the City Office.  Present 
were Dawn Elliott, 
Mayor, Jim Erwin, Street 
Commissioner, Kevin 
Schoendaler, Water 
Commissioner, Janet 
Bainter, City Clerk, 
Justin Armknecht, City 
Superintendent, Paul 
Wisinger, Chief of Police, 
and Harry Joe Pratt, City 
Attorney.

The meeting was called 
to order by Mayor Dawn 
Elliott at 7:00 p.m.   

   The Minutes of the 
Regular Meeting of 
August 10, 2026, were 
read and approved on a 
motion made by Mayor 
Elliott and seconded by 
Erwin.  Motion carried 
3-0.

Carolyn Chrisman, 
Kerissa Payne, Jodi 
Rogers, and Kelsey Epp 
entered the meeting 
to provide a Strategic 
Planning update. Ms. 
Chrisman reviewed 
survey responses 
submitted by Sheridan 
County residents and 
discussed the elements 
of the Strategic Plan. The 
group left at 7:24 p.m.

Ryan Darveau and Josh 
Bauer of HOA Solutions 
attended to discuss the 
SCADA system upgrade. 
The system controls the 
water towers and signals 
the lift stations when to 
pump to the lagoons. 
They explained that the 
current equipment is 
obsolete and replacement 
parts are no longer 
available. They presented 
an upgrade proposal of 
$186,411.00, valid through 
the end of the year. Mr. 
Darveau and Mr. Bauer 
left at 7:37 p.m. No action 
was taken.

Marcia Bingham 
addressed the 
Commission about 
concerns regarding a 
neighboring property. 
Pratt said the owner 
had already been 
notified to clean up 
the property. Although 
some progress had been 

made, substantial work 
remained. Pratt will send 
a second letter giving 
the owner 30 days to 
complete the cleanup.  
Ms. Bingham exited at 
7:48 p.m.

Erwin made a motion 
to pass Ordinance 746 
adopting the Standard 
Traffic Ordinance for 
Kansas Cities, 2026 
edition.  Schoendaler 
seconded the motion. (3-
0)  

Erwin made a motion 
to pass Ordinance 747 
adopting the Uniform 
Public Offense Code 
for Kansas Cities, 2026 
edition.  Schoendaler 
seconded the motion. (3-
0)  

On a motion by 
Erwin and a second by 
Schoendaler, Debbie 
Isom was appointed to 
the Sheridan County 
Library Board.  Motion 
carried 3-0.

More discussion 
was held regarding the 
demolition of the old Getz 
IGA building.

Harry Joe 
recommended offering a 
basic e-bike and scooter 
safety class for youth 
ages 12 to 16. Chief 
Wisinger will contact the 
Colby Chief of Police to 
obtain information about 
Colby’s e-bike ordinance.

Chief Wisinger 
informed the Commission 
that the patrol radar had 
been fixed.  

   At 7:55 p.m. Sofia White 
entered the meeting to 
update the Commission 
on her position as 
Sheridan County 
Community Foundation 
Project Coordinator.  
White informed the 
Commission that she 
will be turning in her 
resignation to the SCCF 
Board.  The Commission 
expressed how much they 
appreciated all her hard 
work on the Pocket Park 
Project and let her know 
that they would like her 
to be the one to complete 
the project.  White 
indicated she would like 
to see the project through 
to completion and 
offered her services as a 
volunteer under the City.  
White exited at 8:12 p.m. 

Armknecht updated 
the Commission on the 
water leak at the south 
end of Main Street. He 
explained that cutting 
out a section of pipe 
would have required 
hiring another company 
to install temporary line 
stops at both ends of the 
block for approximately 
$6,800.00. Alternatively, 
two permanent valve 
inserts could be installed 
at an estimated cost of 
$10,000.00 each, plus a 
$3,000.00 rush fee. The 
Commission questioned 
whether the valves should 
be replaced if the entire 
water main also needs 
replacement. Armknecht 
will obtain estimates 
for replacing the Main 
Street water main. 
Armknecht indicated 
he was still planning on 
exercising the valves, 
which had previously 
been approved.  The cost 
is $35.00 per hour when 
the machine is running 
and is expected to take 
two days.

With no further 
business, Schoendaler 
made a motion to adjourn.  
Mayor Elliott seconded 
the motion.  Motion 
carried 3-0.

Janet Bainter, City 
Clerk

Dawn Elliott, Mayor
Jim Erwin, Street 

Commissioner
Kevin Schoendaler, 

Water Commissioner
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“You Crop Insurance Headquarters”
Steven A. Watkins, MBA
Crop Insurance Specialist
901 Trail Ave.
PO Box 840
Hoxie, KS 67740

Toll Free: 1-800-232-3239
Office: 785-675-3239

Fax: 785-675-3230
Cell: 785-675-1017

Nights & Weekends: 785-675-9966

E-mail: watkinscroptax@yahoo.com
www.watkinscropinsurance.com

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA

CALL TOLL FREE

877-754-2111

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

Income Tax Preparation
Tax Projections

Farm & Business Planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

230 Main Street * PO Box 537 * Quinter, KS 67752
www.mmcpas.net

VOTE EARLY
TODAY

VOTE REPUBLICAN
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