
Volume 142 No. 1              Hoxie, Sheridan County, Kansas 67740                Thursday, September 24, 2026               $1.00 Single Copy

The Official Newspaper of City of Hoxie, City of Selden, & Sheridan County

Sentinel
The
  Sheridan

HAPPY
FALL

Y’ALL!!

Just as trees 
shed leaves, we 

too must release 
what no longer 

serves us.
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Eland Title Compa-
ny receives a great new 
look! (Eland Title Co. 
photo)

More Main Street Upgrades ~ Eland Title Co. 
Receives New Facelift

By Kalleigh Baier
On Friday, September 18, the Homecoming 

crowning took place before the football game. Senior 
Mat Bretz was crowned 2026 Homecoming King, 
and senior Kendall Baalman was crowned Queen. 
This year’s kindergarten attendants were Wally 
Sewell, Delilah Bainter, and Lincoln Rose. “Winning 
homecoming queen was a very fun experience to go 
along with my senior year,” said Kendall Baalman. “I 
was happy to see everyone who voted and supported 
me to become queen! Getting all dressed up for the 
last homecoming really was something special, and 
I will always have something from my senior year to 
look back on.”

8th-grade students dressed for Color War Day. 
(HHS photo)

Senior Carly Cooper 
shows her patriotism 
on her class float with 
the theme Stars, Stripes 
and Friday Night Lights. 
(HHS photo)

Homecoming 
Week at HHS

By Kendall Baalman 
The 2026 HHS 

Homecoming Week 
has ended! The week 
ended with laughter, 
friendship, and even 
a little bit of rivalry 
between the classes. 
The tradition continues 
with annual dress-up 
days, competitions, and 
a football game under the 
lights. 

Monday kicked off 
the week with dress-up 
themes: “Soccer Moms & 
BBQ Dads” for the high 
school and “Match Day” 
for the junior high. High 
school students brought 
out their grill tools and 
Bogg bags, while junior 
high students found a 
friend to match outfits 
with. Tuesday continued 
with “Barbie & Ken” for 
the high school while the 
junior high had “Decades 
Day.” All students came 
up with creative ways to 
show off their outfits and 
school spirit. 

Wednesday was stuffed 
with activities. The dress-
up days were “Rockstar 
vs. Rapper” for the high 
school students, and 
junior high had “Tourist 
Day.” Later in the evening, 
the Indian Pride Booster 
Club hosted the annual 
bonfire with activities for 
the high school students. 
The senior class won 
“Stuff the Car,” where 
the students had to fit 
the most class members 
in a small car. The night 
ended with a Color War 
and the lighting of the 
bonfire with cheers from 
the cheerleaders. 

Thursday started with 
“Denim Day” for the high 
school while junior high 
had their “Hoxie Pride” 
day. 

On Friday, the dress-up 
days were “Hoxie Pride” 
for the high school, and 
junior high had a “Color 
War” day; the 8th graders 
wore black while the 7th 
graders wore red. The 
day’s festivities kicked 
off with the high school 
students walking down 
the street to the grade 
school to spend time 
with the elementary 
students. STUCO had 
temporary tattoos for 
all students who wanted 
them, and everyone 
spent time playing on the 
playground together. The 
HS Cheerleaders hosted 
a small pep rally for the 
elementary students with 
cheers and the school 
fight song. Afterward, 
the high school students 
spread out with their 
classes to spend the rest 
of the day working on 
their class floats before 
the Victory Lap Parade. 

After the Victory Lap, 
the cheerleaders hosted 
the high school pep rally 
with cheers, dances, 
and games. At the end 
of the pep rally, STUCO 
announced the winners 
of the coveted Tomahawk 
and Arrowhead Spirit 
Awards. The senior class 
won the Tomahawk 
while the 8th graders 
won the Arrowhead. In 
the evening, the 2026 

Seniors celebrate winning the coveted Tomahawk 
for Homecoming participation. (HHS photo)

Homecoming Royalty

Homecoming Crowning 
took place before the 
game. Mathew Bretz 
was crowned 2026 
Hoxie High School 
Homecoming King, and 
Kendall Baalman was 
Queen. Immediately after 
crowning, the Indians 
took on the Trego Golden 
Eagles. Hoxie battled 
hard but came up short, 
losing 50-30. 

Saturday was the final 
day of HOCO 2026. The 
HHS Alumni Parade was 
in the morning, and all 
class floats participated. 
The evening ended with 
the 2026 Homecoming 
Dance hosted by STUCO. 
Homecoming Week was 
a total success with great 
participation from all 
classes and huge displays 
of school pride.

The Republican Reorganization Meeting was held Thursday, September 10, in 
the courtroom of the Courthouse. After the prayer, Carolyn Meyer introduced 
the board/delegates and the guest speaker. She also mentioned that this is the 
first time ever that all Sheridan County townships are represented. There were 
22 guests in attendance.

Chair & Delegate: Joe Broeckelman
Co-Chair & Delegate: Kathy Broeckelman
Secretary/Treasurer: Dawn Elliott
Delegates attend the conventions, but if they 

cannot, then alternates take their place.
This meeting welcomed Adam Peters, former 

Ellis County GOP Chair, to the meeting. He gave 
an interesting speech to the group about the 
ongoing trend of changing the definitions of words, 
especially those in the transgender discussion that 
has raged for the last decade or so.

Minor discussion was held afterward, prior to dismissal.
(Sentinel Staff photos)

Sheridan County Republican
Reorganization Committee Meets

Monday, September 
14, a van load of Long 
Term Care residents 
trekked to Dodge City 
to spend the day at the 
casino. Those attending 
enjoyed a meal in the 
restaurant as well.

Friday afternoon, 
September 18, several 
residents went out to 
enjoy the high school 
homecoming floats. 

Other activities 
included bingo and 
exercising.

(top) Donna Mowry 
and Larry Cressler toss 
a ball during exercises.

(bottom) Flo Mense 
and Helen William 
watch the homecoming 
floats. (LTC photos)

Long Term Care Residents Enjoy Games, 
Field Trips, and a Parade
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The Selden Senior Citizens met on Thursday, 
September 17, at the Community Center for a good meal 
prepared by Gloria Goscha of Midway Cafe followed 
by an afternoon of pinochle.  Those enjoying the day 
included Steve Skubal, Betty Hickert, Barb Jones, Joan 
Austin, Margee Wilson, and Helen Carman. Those 
staying to play cards included Boyd Wilson with a 
score of 485, Shirley Emigh with a score of 640, Chuck 
Williams with a score of 511, JR Albers with a sore of 616, 
Steve Carman with a score of 456, Elaine Koerperich 
with a score of 464, and Jacque Boultinghouse with a 
score of 528.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
September 19: David Brantley, Bobbi Koerperich
September 21: Londyn Schiltz
September 22: Caitlin Schwagerl
September 23: Kelsey Rhodes, Toby & Nellie Korte
September 25: Kent Ashley, Nolan Ritter, Noel Ritter, 

Kenny Bastin, Elliot Wenger
September 26: Brooks Korte, Dan & Delores 

Juenemann
September 27: Emily Truetken, Aimee Truetken 

Wittmaier, Ashley Stoll, Brooke Stoll, Shad & Heather 
Putnam, Anita Boultinghouse

September 28: Tara Ingram, Steve Juenemann
September 29: Morgan Ritter Dinkel, Kevin 

Stevenson, Kade Wessel, Koi Wessel
September 30: Matt & Lyn Cheney
October 1: Brooklyn Ingram, Asher Rhodes
October 2: Joni Shaw, Glenda Sprague, Elias Merkel
The City was notified by Sheridan County that 

there have been problems with the recycling trailer at 
the city shop. People are putting items in the wrong 
containers, putting non-recyclable materials in them, 
such as chemical jugs, garbage, etc. The entire trailer 
had to be dumped at the landfill due to the conditions. 
If this continues, they will be removing the trailer 
permanently and there will no longer be recycling 
available in Selden.

Katt Graduates USM
with Honors

Leavenworth – The University of Saint Mary 
celebrates students that completed their education 
programs during the summer terms of 2026. These 
students traditionally walk during the late spring 
commencement ceremony, which was held May 9 in 
McGilley Field House on USM’s Leavenworth Campus, 
4100 South 4th Street. 

Lindsey Katt, Hoxie, Master in Social Work

Country Line Dance Lessons
The Logan City Building, 109 N. Mill Street, Logan, 

KS, is the place to be to kick up your heels and learn 
Country Line Dancing. Join April Teves every Sunday 
in October from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. for Beginners and 
3:30 to 5:00 p.m. for Intermediate dancers.

Whether you’re brand new to line dancing or have 
danced for years, this class is designed for all skill 
levels. April will lead participants through the steps 
to popular line dances such as Any Man of Mine, Tush 
Push, Copperhead Road, 10- Step, and more. 

No special equipment or partner is required – just 
bring your enthusiasm and a readiness to dance. You 
will learn how to follow the beat and transition smoothly 
between steps and gain confidence at social events.

Pre-registration is required, and the class fee is 
$40 with discounts available for Patron & Sustaining 
Members of the Hansen Museum. Register and pay 
online at www.hansenmuseu.org. For more information, 
please contact 785-689-4846. This class is offered 
through the Hansen Museum Continuing Education 
program.

The Museum is open weekdays 9-12 and 1-4; Saturdays 
9-12 & 1-5; Sundays and holidays 1-5. We are closed 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s Day, and Easter. 
The Museum is handicapped accessible and thanks to 
the generosity of the Dane G. Hansen Foundation, there 
is never an admission fee.

Get Out
of the Boat
Man, SOME OF 

US HAVE BEEN 
F O L L O W I N G 
JESUS FOR 
YEARS… BUT 
WE’RE STILL 

STANDING ON THE SHORE HOLDING THE 
NET. We know Scripture. We go to church. We 
pray. We worship. But Jesus walked up to ordinary 
fishermen and said: “Come, follow me, and I will 
send you out to fish for people.” — Matthew 4:19

Don’t miss that. FOLLOW ME. Then, I WILL 
SEND YOU. We weren’t called just to come to 
Jesus. WE WERE CALLED TO GO WITH JESUS.

Somewhere along the way, we got comfortable 
being fed when Jesus was preparing us to feed 
somebody else. We’ve heard enough sermons to 
encourage somebody. We know enough Scripture 
to speak truth into somebody’s darkness. We’ve 
survived enough storms to sit beside somebody 
who thinks theirs is going to kill them. We’ve 
received enough grace to show some. And some 
of us have been pulled out of enough mess that 
when we see somebody drowning, WE OUGHT 
TO KNOW WHAT A LIFE PRESERVER LOOKS 
LIKE. His name is JESUS.

C’MON. We keep praying: “Father, use me.” 
Maybe Heaven is saying: “I’VE BEEN TRYING. 
GO.” Go speak life. Go sit with the person 
everybody else walked past. Go love somebody 
our flesh would rather avoid. Not because we have 
all the answers. BECAUSE WE KNOW THE ONE 
WHO DOES.

And fishing for people doesn’t mean beating 
somebody over the head with a Bible. It means 
living differently enough that somebody starts 
asking: Why do we forgive like that? Why do 
we still have hope? Why did we show up when 
everybody else disappeared? And THAT’S when 
we point.

Not at ourselves.  Not at our church. Not at 
our platform. AT JESUS. “Homie, it ain’t me. Let 
me tell you about the Man who found me.” Jesus 
didn’t say, “Go make fans.” He said: “Go and make 
disciples.” — Matthew 28:19

That’s the assignment. Not building our 
name. SPEAKING HIS. Not collecting applause. 
PLANTING SEEDS. Maybe somebody laughs. 
Plant anyway. Maybe somebody rejects it. Love 
them anyway. Maybe we don’t feel qualified. 
Neither did those 
fishermen. Jesus 
didn’t ask them to 
have everything 
figured out. HE 
ASKED THEM TO 
FOLLOW.

There’s a hurting 
world outside our 
comfortable circles. 
And we know the 
One they need. So when God puts somebody 
in our path, THROW THE NET. Because we 
weren’t rescued just to stand safely on shore. WE 
WERE RESCUED TO POINT SOMEBODY ELSE 
TOWARD THE RESCUER.

ConnectNWK Job Board 
Expands Connections

Norton - The Northwest Kansas Economic Innovation 
Center Inc. (Innovation Center) has launched a newly 
revamped ConnectNWK Job Board, expanding its 
efforts to connect Northwest Kansas employers with 
people looking to build their careers and lives in the 
region. 

ConnectNWK was created to help bridge the gap 
between Northwest Kansas employers looking for talent 
and people looking for opportunities. The new platform 
expands on that mission by giving both employers and 
job seekers more ways to find and connect with one 
another. 

As part of the Innovation Center’s broader work 
to support economic and workforce growth across 
Northwest Kansas, ConnectNWK is designed to help 
local businesses recruit employees while also making it 
easier for current residents, recent graduates and people 
considering a move or return to the region to discover 
available career opportunities. 

For employers, ConnectNWK offers more than a place 
to post open positions. Businesses and organizations 
can create company profiles, showcase themselves to 
prospective employees, search a talent database for 
potential candidates and connect with people interested 
in working in Northwest Kansas. Employers can also 
use the platform to reach job seekers both inside and 
outside the region. Employer accounts and job postings 
are free. 

For job seekers, the revamped ConnectNWK makes 
it easier to explore opportunities throughout Northwest 
Kansas. Users can create a personal profile, upload a 
resume, and search/apply for available positions by 
location, category, job type, salary and other criteria. The 
platform also includes remote and hybrid opportunities 
and allows users to save jobs that catch their interest. 

Job seekers can make their profiles discoverable to 
employers, creating another way for Northwest Kansas 
businesses to identify potential employees rather than 
relying solely on candidates to find individual job 
postings. 

The platform is intended to support workforce 
connections throughout the region, whether someone 
is already living in Northwest Kansas, preparing to 
enter the workforce, 
considering returning 
home after college or 
technical school, or 
exploring the possibility 
of relocating to the area. 

Employers who had 
jobs posted on the 
previous ConnectNWK 
Job Board will need to 
create an account on the 
new platform and add 
their current openings as 
the system transitions to 
the new site. 

Employers, job seekers 
and others interested in 
opportunities available 
across Northwest Kansas 
are encouraged to explore 
the new ConnectNWK 
Job Board at https://jobs.
connectnwk.org/.



Cross-Country Teams Have a Strong Start

By A Team Mom
The Hoxie Junior High and High School Cross-Country Teams have put together 

a strong start to the 2026 season, competing at the Thomas More Prep Monarch 
Invitational, Quinter Invitational and Trego Community XC Meet.

At the Thomas More Prep Monarch Invitational, the seventh-grade boys finished 
second as a team. Emmanuel Mauck led Hoxie with a third-place finish. Walker 
Moss, Carson Shaw, Jax Stickel and Hudson Moss also competed for the Indians. 
Olivia Graham represented Hoxie in the eighth-grade girls’ race.

The varsity boys also brought home a second-place team finish at TMP. Evan 
Farber placed eighth, Nathan Haffner ninth and Gunner Wente 12th. Kooper Moss, 
Gabe Koster and Ty Fenner also competed.

The varsity girls finished third as a team, led by Brylie Lindenman in fifth and 
Jenna Herl in sixth. Aubrey Diercks, Emily Farber, Kansas Tso, Bailynn Moser and 
Lillie Denio also ran for the varsity squad, while Alicia Vargas Chavez competed in 
the junior varsity race.

At the Quinter Invitational, the varsity girls captured the team championship. 
Lindenman placed third, Herl fourth and Emily Farber 11th. Tso, Moser, Denio and 
Diercks also competed, with Vargas Chavez running JV.

The varsity boys earned their second consecutive runner-up team finish. Haffner 
placed ninth, Wente 10th and Evan Farber 12th. Koster, Kooper Moss and Fenner also 
competed.

The junior high boys finished third as a team at Quinter. Cain Saint led Hoxie with 
a third-place finish, while Mauck placed 11th. Diego Vargas-Chavez, Shaw, Walker 
Moss, Stickel and Hudson Moss also ran for the Indians. Graham competed for the 
junior high girls.

At the Trego Community XC Meet, the varsity girls earned their second consecutive 
team championship. Lindenman placed fourth and Herl fifth, while Emily Farber, 
Tso, Moser and Denio also competed. Vargas Chavez represented Hoxie in the JV 
race.

Haffner led the varsity boys with a 10th-place finish. Kooper Moss, Koster and 
Fenner also competed for Hoxie.

The junior high boys earned another third-place team finish, highlighted by Cain 
Saint taking first place. Mauck, Shaw, Stickel and Hudson Moss also competed, while 
Graham represented the junior high girls.

Through their first three meets, Hoxie has collected two varsity girls team 
championships, three runner-up team finishes and two third-place junior high boys 
team finishes, along with numerous top-12 individual performances. The Indians will 
look to keep that momentum going when they travel to Norton for their next meet on 
Thursday, September 24.

(Photo by Erin Farber)

Lady Bulldogs Win Three of Five in Almena
By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains High School Lady Bulldog volleyball team competed in a dual 

with the Northern Valley Huskies in Almena on September 15.  The Dogs won three 
out of five matches to add a win to their record bringing them to 10-4 on the season.

The first set was all Huskies as they claimed the 25-12 win.  The Dogs fought back 
in the second set to win 25-22.  They continued to play strong in the third set taking 
control for the 25-8 win.  

The Huskies played with determination in the fourth set as the Dogs held strong.  
The Huskies edged ahead for a 28-26 win.  Victory came down to the fifth and final 
set, played to 15.  It was another hard-fought battle between the two teams with the 
Bulldogs coming out with the win 16-14.

Lakin Wark, Kadalen Unrein, and Katie Carter each had 3 ACE serves along with 
2 from Ellie Romero, and 1 each by Brenlynn Rath, Kaylee Kier, and Makynslee 
Vargas.  Rath slammed down 19 kills along with Unrein 10, Wark 6, and Estella 
Vargas 1.  Wark led the Bulldogs with 16 assists, Unrein 11, E. Vargas 2, Kier 2, and 
Jade Dible 1.  Unrein had 4 blocks, Rath 2, and Carter 1.  The team totaled 94 digs 
including Rath 21, Carter 16, Unrein 14, Romero 12, Wark 11, E. Vargas 10, Dible 3, 
Kier 3, M. Vargas 2, Molly Ritter 2.

“We battled really well,” said Brenlynn Rath.  “We continue to improve; that is 
always our goal.”  “When things got tight, we pulled together and pulled through for 
the win,” added Lakin Wark.  “We want to work on keeping our energy consistent.  
At practice, we start with energy and end with energy.”  The Bulldogs will travel to 
Quinter on September 22 to face the Bulldogs from Quinter and the Lady Indians 
from St. Francis.

The Golden Plains MS/HS 
cooks hosted a “Cookout on 
the Commons” for lunch on 
September 18 in Rexford.  
Owen Amlong, Conner 
Kier, Jesus Dominguez, 
and Madison Focke enjoy 
the meal of hamburgers, 
hot dogs, and all the fixins 
in celebration of the first 
home football game that 
evening.  Thanks to Peggy 
Ritter and Jeremi Handran 
for planning and preparing 
this event!  (photo by Judy 
Rogers)

Cookout on the Commons

The Golden Plains girls’ cross-country team members include Juan Garcia, 
Vincent Taylor, Genesis Rios, Estrella Augilar, Wendy Garcia, Helen Geifer-
Guide, Kailee Wessel, MaKenlea Focke, Brandon Karnes, Searee Bruggemann, 
Madison Focke, Addy Wessel-Manager, Brielle Karnes, Adilyn Meier, and 
Elizabeth Weiner. (Photo by Ellen Weiner)

Bulldogs Set Season PR’s at Quinter
By Elizabeth Weiner 
The Golden Plains Cross-Country team ran at Quinter on September 11. Nearly all 

runners improved their times from their first meet at Ellis the previous week. 
The Varsity Lady Bulldogs placed second as a team, led by Junior Adilyn Meier, 

who took 5th place with a season PR of 21:41.46. Directly behind her, Elizabeth 
Weiner placed 6th and also ran a season PR of 21:54.09. Wendy Garcia was next for 
the Lady Bulldogs, placing 18th and running a season PR of 26:40.20, followed by 
Searee Bruggeman running a 27:17.25, MaKenlea Focke running a 28:00.07, Madison 
Focke running a 28:32.72, and Kailee Wessel running a  29:46.78. “The Quinter race 
felt like a huge improvement from Ellis,” said MaKenlea Focke. “I didn’t doubt myself 
as much and was proud of how our team performed overall.”

On the JV girls’ side, sophomore Estrella Aguilar started the ladies off in 7th, 
running a season PR of 28:33.23. The next GP runner was Brielle Karnes, who 
completed her first race this year, running a 31:34.88, followed by Genesis Rios who 
ran a 39:34.77, also a season PR.

The Bulldogs had four boys in JV, Juan Garcia led the team, getting second place 
with a season PR of 20:39.34. Jaxon Juenemann came next, running a 25:44.36, which 
was an eight-minute PR for him. Next was Vincent Taylor with a time of 27:31.20-
also a season PR. Brandon Karnes was next, running his first race of the season at 
31:34.06. “The race was really good,” said Jaxon Juenemann.  “I improved my time by 
eight minutes.  The cooler weather helped me run better.” The Bulldogs will run again 
on September 17, in WaKeeney.

Thomas Roberts cooks up a storm 
during the Dramahawk fundraiser. 
(WHS photo)

By Devan Ottley, Staff Reporter 
The Wheatland High School Dramahawks worked at the Feedlot Tuesday, 

September 15, fundraising for their upcoming school play on November 14 & 15. 
Their night consisted of helping Feedlot staff wait tables, cook food, wash dishes, 
and anything else staff needed help with. 

The community came in to support the Dramahawks and were very impressed with 
the service students provided. “These are very polite kids and were excellent service. 
I’m excited to see them on stage in November.” said Moriah Ottley, community 
member.   

“It was a stressful night, but at least we did what we needed to do”- said Kaylee 
Schwartz, Dramahawk member.

The Dramahawks’ next event will be their play November 14 & 15. They would love 
to see the community members there!

Mr. Shaw, Co-Director of the play stated, “Our fundraiser at the Feedlot was a great 
success. We had fun doing it and I think it was beneficial not only for us, but also for 
the Feedlot.”

Sponsorships for the play will be available soon. Tickets for the production will 
go on sale Thursday, September 24, during the Northern Valley volleyball game. 
Tickets must be reserved by October 31, for meal planning.

Dramahawk Fundraiser at the Feedlot
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NHS members help the Red Cross. (WHS photo)

Every Drop Counts
By Emily Hrabe, News Reporter
On September 11, 2026, Wheatland High School hosted a blood drive for our 

community.
WHS National Honor Society members helped Red Cross load out all the 

equipment that they needed for the day. NHS members also called people to make 
sure they would remember their appointments, and helped people check in for their 
appointments.

 Many students and staff made the decision to give blood that day. A total of five 
staff members and six students. NHS had a goal of 39 donations and they received 
40 donations which included power red donations as well. Power red is taking out the 
red blood cells and then the plasma and platelets get put back into the body.

Mrs. Wolf stated, “I think it was really cool for WHS to host a blood drive since I 
have not gotten the opportunity to donate blood for several years.”

Miss Wetter stated, “Thank you to everyone who came to donate blood. Not only 
does donating save lives, but NHS students benefit from the blood drive as American 
Red Cross gives scholarship money to graduating seniors.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in The Sheridan Sentinel September 24, 2026)

In an effort to streamline the call process with 
calls for service the Hoxie Police Department 
phone number has changed to 785-675-3481. This 
will ring you into Sheridan County Communications 
as they already dispatch for the police department. 
This will allow trained dispatchers to take your 
information/complaint and dispatch the police 
department to you. This will also provide 24/7 
phone coverage when the City Office is closed. 
As always, the Hoxie Police Department is here 
to serve you and assist with any issues you may 
have.

Paul Wisinger, Chief
Hoxie Police Department

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Announcing 
the 2027 
Food and 

Farm 
Conference
North Newton, 

Kansas - September 
22, 2026 - The Kansas 
Rural Center(KRC) is 
pleased to announce 
the 2027 Food and Farm 
Conference, taking place 
in Pittsburg, Kansas, 
on Saturday, February 
20, 2027. The KRC staff 
has proudly curated 
sessions for everyone 
from current landowners 
to aspiring farmers 
and those interested 
in how local food can 
build community. The 
2027 Food and Farm 
Conference focuses on 
vital topics across three 
tracks: Farm Transition, 
Regenerative Farming 
and Community 
Building. The day will 
start with Keynote 
speaker Candy Thomas, 
who will discuss the 
ever-evolving definition 
of “regenerative 
agriculture” and why soil 
health remains key.  

This one-day 
conference will showcase 
business strategies to 
help ensure the legacy 
of local farms while 
exploring soil health 
and grazing practices. 
We will also highlight 
how nutritionally 
superior, local foods 
are making their way 
to schools, healthcare 
establishments, and our 
dining tables.

Don’t miss this 
opportunity to connect, 
learn, and weave a strong 
future for Kansas! Visit 
kansasruralcenter.org/
foodandfarmconference 
for more details and 
to plan your stay in 
Pittsburg. 

This year’s Food 
and Farm Conference 
offers many different 
sponsorship tiers. If 
you are interested in 
helping fund the work 
of the Kansas Rural 
Center, please view our 
sponsorship packages 
at: kansasruralcenter.
o r g / s p o n s o r s h i p s . 
Your generosity 
provides important 
funds to support KRC’s 
programming at the 
conference and beyond 
as we work to protect the 
health of the land and its 
people for generations to 
come.
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785-675-3321

Ask About
multi-week discounts

785-675-3321
Blackwood Family Dentistry

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
314 Main Street

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240
Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net

YOUR AD HERE
785-675-3321
716 Main St, Hoxie

FREDRICKSON INSURANCEFREDRICKSON INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.AGENCY, INC.
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Commission 
Minutes

9/15/26

Now on this 15th day 
of September 2026, the 
Board of Commissioners, 
Sheridan County, Kansas, 
met in regular session 
with Chairman David 
Stithem presiding. Other 
members present were 
Mike “Buck” Mader, Kyle 
Emigh, Steve Hirsch, 
County Attorney, and 
County Clerk, Heather 
Bracht.

At 8:00 a.m. Stithem 
called the meeting to 
order.

Those in attendance 
stood and recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Hirsch presented 
Resolution 26-30 
pertaining to having a 
tax sale. After reviewing, 
Stithem made a motion to 
approve the Resolution, 
seconded by Emigh. 
Carried 3-0

Joe Herskowitz, Road & 
Bridge Supervisor came 
to the table. Herskowitz 
advised the “Brown” 
bridge has been completed 
and is open. There was 
a discussion about state 
funding. Herskowitz’s 
pickup goes to Hoxie Ag 
on Wednesday for some 
issues it is having. There 
was discussion about 
the road where there 
is a dispute between 
landowners. Herskowitz 
talked about the meeting 
he had with FEMA for 
the storm damages. We 
have completed all the 
necessary paperwork so 
have been told to sit tight 
till we hear something. 
Herskowitz advised the 
Board about the tractor 
versus semi accident 
that happened on S Hwy 
23 and 70N. AmberMed 
would not do the alcohol 
test so the employee had 
to go to Colby for testing. 

Herskowitz advised the 
Board that employees are 
still mowing. A farmer has 
inquired about mowing 
for the County. Work 
needs to be done on the 
feedlot road.

Jennifer Coffman, 
Interim EMS Director, 
came to the table. At 
8:48 Stithem made a 
motion to enter into 
executive session for a 
period of five minutes for 
the discussion of non-
elected personnel. Emigh 
seconded the motion. 
Carried 3-0. Present were 
the Board, Bracht, Hirsch, 
and Coffman. The door 
opened and Stithem made 
a motion to extend the 
executive session for a 
period of five minutes. 
Mader seconded. Carried 
3-0. The door opened at 
8:58. Coffman stated she 
would like to increase 
the dollars for billing 
purposes. Coffman states 
that she can bill even if 
the call is a “no transfer”. 
The Board agrees this is 
fine. Coffman advised the 
Board that she would like 
to have an AEMT class 
in the spring next year. 
Protocols are being done 
by Dr. Doug Gruenbacher 
allowing the use of one 
driver and one technician 
for stable transfers and for 
standby at sports events. 
Coffman is working on 
completing the necessary 
paperwork to become 
certified to be an Assistant 
Coroner. Bracht will 
compile a letter stating 
Coffman was appointed 
the Interim EMS Director 
effective September 3, 
2026.

Kerissa Payne, NWKS 
Planning & Development, 
Sophie White, Jodi 
Rogers, and Carolyn 
Chrisman came to the 
table to talk to the Board 
about the results of the 
Strategic Plan results. 
Chrisman went over the 
process and what the 

Now on this 9th day 
of September 2026, the 
Board of Commissioners, 
Sheridan County, Kansas, 
met in special session 
with Chairman David 
Stithem presiding.  Other 
members present were 
Mike “Buck” Mader, Kyle 

Commission
Special Session

9/9/26

results were. The group 
discussed the findings 
and how the findings can 
help the County. White, 
Rogers, and Chrisman 
exit the meeting. Payne 
stated she would help 
with finding funding for 
the new Public Safety 
Building. Bracht will find 
the information she is 
requesting and send it 
to her. Payne will also 
contact Carver and have 
a conversation about his 
thoughts for the building.

Bracht asked the Board 
about a new laptop for 
Janet Dinkel, Emergency 
Preparedness Director. 
Dinkel submitted bids 
for two different units. 
Stithem made a motion 
to approve the bid 
from Amazon for a HP 
17” laptop at a cost of 
$1,271.99. Mader seconded 
the motion. Carried 3-0. 
Bracht will advise Dinkel 
to order the computer.

On a motion by Mader 
and second from Emigh, 
the September 8, 2026 
Minutes were approved as 
amended. Carried 3-0

The September 11, 2026 
Payroll was approved as 
presented on a motion by 
Stithem and second from 
Mader. Carried 3-0

The following payroll 
was reviewed and 
approved by the Board:

General $74,442.90
Road & Bridge	

$24,460.18
Nox Weed $2,306.75
Public Transp.	

$1,083.00
Landfill $2,084.78
MV $1,292.00
At 10:15 a.m. with no 

further business, Stithem 
made a motion to adjourn, 
seconded by Emigh. 
Carried 3-0. The next 
regular meeting will be 
Tuesday, September 22, 
2026 at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioner’s Room.

Attest: Heather Bracht, 
County Clerk, David 
Stithem, Chairman

CONTACT YOUR COMMISSIONER
Chairman: David Stithem ~ sixds@ruraltel.net

Vice-Chair: Buck Mader  ~  mcauto2@outlook.com 
Kyle Emigh ~ ebrosfarms@gmail.com
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Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.

Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must be 
emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in .jpg or .png format.

All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).

Please email articles, news, and photos to:
editor@sheridansentinel.com or bring them by our office at

716 Main Street, Hoxie.
For advertising, send to lori@sheridansentinel.com

We confirm receipt of all emailed submissions within 24-hours.
If you have not received confirmation, or if it is a

time-sensitive submission, please call us at 785-675-3321.
www.sheridansentinel.com

Emigh and County Clerk 
Heather Bracht.

At 10:30 a.m. Stithem 
called the meeting to 
order.

Stithem made a motion 
to approve and sign the 
Waiver of Notice for the 
meeting, seconded by 
Emigh.  Carried 3-0

The board met to 
discuss overtime for the 
Interim EMS Director.  
At 10:56 Mader made 
a  motion to enter into 
executive session for 
a period of 15 minutes 
for the discussion of 
non-election personnel.  
Emigh seconded the 
motion.  Carried 3-0.  
Present were the board 
and Bracht.  The door 
opened at 11:15.

At 11:21 with no further 

business Stithem made 
a motion to adjourn, 
seconded by Emigh.  
Carried 3-0

Attest: Heather Bracht, 
County Clerk, David 
Stithem, Chairman



The Kansas Press Display Ad Network

the Kansas Press Association.

 REACH 
the Entire State 

with your 
message at an 

85% 

savings over 
individual 
newspaper 
placement. 

 
Call 785-271-5304 

Or your Local 
Paper Today! 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Septic Tank Pumping

&
Installation

LARRY’S
PLUMBING

785-462-3458

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED: 
The Sheridan County 
Noxious Weed 
Department is accepting 
applications for a 
Noxious Weed Control 
Technician. Previous 
experience i.e. valid 
P r i v a t e\C o m m e r c i a l 
Applicator License 
preferred. Must be willing 
to obtain qualification 
in either category 1C or 
6. CDL is a plus. This 
is a full-time position. 
Applications may be 
picked up at the Road & 
Bridge Office, Monday 
through Friday from 
7:30am–4:30pm. Sheridan 
County offers competitive 
wages, retirement, 
and health insurance. 
For questions and to 
request an application 
by mail, contact O’Neill 
Smith at 785-470-2038. 
Applications will be 
accepted until the 
position is filled.

---50/TFN---
HELP WANTED: 

Hoxie Feedyard & PSI 
are always interested in 
visiting with good people 
about a good job. We offer 
competitive pay and great 
benefits. Please call Scott 
Foote 785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---
HELP WANTED: The 

Sheridan County Road 
& Bridge Department is 
accepting applications 
for an Equipment 
Operator. Experience 
and CDL preferred. This 
is a full-time position. 
Applications may be 
picked up at the Road & 
Bridge Office, Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 
am – 4:30 pm. Sheridan 
County offers competitive 
wages, retirement, 
and health insurance. 
For questions and to 
request an application 
by mail, contact Joe 
Herskowitz at 785-675-
3621. Applications will 
be accepted until the 
position is filled. EOE

---40/TFN---

FOR SALE: Crooked 
Creek Angus Registered 
2-year-old bulls located in 
St. Francis, 785-332-6206, 
www.crooketcreekangus.
com.

---7/TFN---

HELP WANTED

Sheridan County EMS is currently accepting 
applications for EMS Director. The EMS Director is 
responsible for ensuring the organizational delivery 
of high quality, cost-effective pre-hospital care.  
This is accomplished through proactive leadership, 
effective supervision, sound management and 
promotion of best practices for both internal and 
external clients.  The Director works with the County 
Commissioners for budget approval, expenditure 
from funds, and to communicate equipment issues 
or needs.  The Director coordinates with the Medical 
Director for quality improvement and the delivery 
of progressive, patient-centered medical protocols.  
This individual supervises all EMS staff and EMS 
operations, provides patient care within their 
scope of practice and will manage and participate 
in the maintenance of facilities, equipment and 
ambulances.

Experience and skills:
•	 Effective oral and written communication 

skills, strong listening and comprehension abilities, 
adaptability to quickly evolving situations and 
strong decision making.

•	 Able to work independently, multi-task and 
motivate others.

•	 Valid driver’s license.  Upon receiving an 
offer of employment, the applicant must pass a 
background check and pre-employment drug screen.

•	 Bachelor’s degree in management or 
equivalent combination of education and experience 
preferred. Three years of EMS management and 
supervisory experience preferred.

•	 Strong management candidates without 
EMS certification are considered, if willing to obtain 
EMS certification within one year.

•	 Experience as Kansas Instructor/
Coordinator or equivalent education instructional 
experience preferred.  AHA BLS Instructor 
certification preferred.

Benefits:
•	 KPERS
•	 Health and dental coverage
•	 Continuing education
•	 Paid time off
•	 Paid Holidays
Sheridan County is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer.  Applications will be accepted until 
October 30, 2026.  The position will remain open 
until filled.  Please contact Heather Bracht, Sheridan 
County Clerk at 785-675-3361 for all questions 
and to request an application or email coclerk@
sheridancoks.com.  Starting salary dependent on 
qualifications and experience.	

POSITION AVAILABLE:
SHERIDAN COUNTY EMS DIRECTOR
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“You Crop Insurance Headquarters”
Steven A. Watkins, MBA
Crop Insurance Specialist
901 Trail Ave.
PO Box 840
Hoxie, KS 67740

Toll Free: 1-800-232-3239
Office: 785-675-3239

Fax: 785-675-3230
Cell: 785-675-1017

Nights & Weekends: 785-675-9966

E-mail: watkinscroptax@yahoo.com
www.watkinscropinsurance.com

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA

CALL TOLL FREE

877-754-2111
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