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The cave
you fear to enter

holds the treasure
you seek.

~ Joseph Campbell 

Strive for progress,
not perfection
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The Empty Lot That Became an Invitation
By Douglas Vandergraph
For years, a space along Hoxie’s Main Street stood empty between buildings. The Sheridan County Community 

Foundation heard from residents who imagined something better there. In 2026, the Pocket Park project began 
moving that longtime idea toward reality, with plans for a gathering space, a historic mural, and community 
storytelling.

I am drawn to the way the project began: not with someone announcing what the town ought to want, but with 
the community having a voice in what the space could become.

An empty lot can be easy to pass without noticing. It can also become a reminder that a place is not finished 
simply because its best days are not yet visible.

In Luke 19, Jesus encounters Zacchaeus, a man whom others have already decided how to judge. Jesus looks up, 
calls him by name, and chooses to spend time with him. The crowd sees a person through an old reputation. Jesus 
sees the possibility of a different future.

The comparison is not exact, of course. A vacant lot is not a human life. But both stories challenge the habit of 
deciding too quickly that something—or someone—has nothing more to offer.

A pocket park can create room for unexpected conversations. An older resident might recognize a story in the 
mural and share it with a grandchild. Two neighbors may finally introduce themselves. Someone visiting Main 
Street for the first time might discover a town that has made space to welcome them.

Projects like this take more than drawings. They take patience, resources, partnerships, and people willing 
to continue after delays. Those contributors deserve thanks. Still, the finest measure of success will not be the 
appearance of the finished park; it will be whether people feel invited to use it.

Jesus knew the power of noticing someone others had passed by.
As Hoxie builds this new gathering place, perhaps the larger invitation is to keep seeing promise where there 

has been emptiness—and to make room for the neighbor whose story we have not yet heard.
Douglas Vandergraph
Fort Collins, CO
https://douglasvandergraph.com
douglas_vandergraph@vandergraphworldwide.com
970-732-0229

Hoxie Area
Ministerial Alliance (HAMA)

Holiday Food Boxes
Each year the Hoxie Area Ministerial Alliance 

prepares food boxes for requesting residents of 
Sheridan County at Thanksgiving and Christmas.  If 
you have need for a food box, please complete this 
form and return it to Mollie Bretz NO LATER THAN 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2026.

Holiday Food Boxes will be picked up at the HAMA 
Food Pantry located at the Hoxie United Methodist 
Church, 900 12th Street, Hoxie.

The 2026 Holiday Food Box pick-up times will be:
THANKSGIVING–Sunday, November 22 from 4 to 

6 p.m.
CHRISTMAS–Sunday, December 20 from 4 to 6 p.m.
Please separate this form at the line below.  Keep the 

top portion as a reminder of the pick-up dates & times.   
Fill out the bottom portion COMPLETELY and return it 
to a HAMA pastor or Mollie Bretz, P.O. Box 694, Hoxie, 
KS 67740.  **Be sure to include an address and phone 
number where you can be reached.**

(Food Box Request Form on page 5)

November
Match Month 

Kickoff!
It’s November, so it’s time to kick off Match Month!
The Sheridan County Community Foundation (SDCCF) has something new this year ~ “ORGANIZATIONS 

SHOWCASE”. Each organization has a display table showcasing the projects they’ve planned for Sheridan County. 
To help SDCCF meet their goal of raising $200,000 this month, stop by their office at 812 Main Street, Hoxie. There 
are some new and exciting events happening this year for Match Month!

“Donate to the cause - HELP US HELP YOU, TOGETHER HELPING SHERIDAN COUNTY”

Pool Park

Friends of Sheridan State Fishing Lake

SC Historical Society
& Mickey’s Museum

SC Fairboard

USD #412 PTO

Youth
Action Council

Hoxie Troop 160

Beautify
Sheridan 
County

HHS Alumni 
Association

(Sentinel Staff photos)
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CLOSED
WED., NOV. 11

for
VETERAN’S DAY

*Courthouse 
*Road & Bridge Dept  

*Landfill

City of Hoxie
CLOSED

WED., NOV. 11
for

VETERAN’S DAY
Trash pickup will resume on 

Thursday, November 12

We’ll Risk 
a Fight Over 
Our Family, But 
We Won’t Risk 
an Awkward 
C o n v e r s a t i o n 
Over Jesus?

C’mon, Homie.

Somebody comes after our kid? We’re stepping 
in. Somebody attacks our wife? We’re speaking 
up. Because love doesn’t stand there staring at its 
shoes. Love moves. Love speaks. So why do we get 
quiet when somebody mocks the Savior we say 
changed our life? Why are we more worried about 
making things awkward than admitting we belong 
to Jesus?

C’MON. We ain’t talking about throwing 
punches, threatening people, or hating somebody 
because they believe differently. THAT AIN’T 
JESUS.

Ephesians 6:12 reminds us our struggle isn’t 
against flesh and blood. People are not the enemy. 
But we can love people without hiding our faith. 
Colossians 4:6 tells us our speech should be full 
of grace, seasoned with salt. Grace doesn’t mean 
we have nothing to say. It means how we say it 
ought to look like the Jesus we’re talking about. 
WE CAN SAY IT. Jesus Christ is Lord. The cross 
matters. The tomb is empty. Our hope is in Him. 
We don’t owe anybody an apology for belonging to 
Jesus. But family claiming His name doesn’t give 
us permission to drag somebody through the dirt. 
If our defense of Jesus sounds nothing like Jesus, 
we need to check ourselves. Anybody can get 
loud. Anybody can insult somebody back. It takes 
strength to say: “I WILL NOT HATE YOU. BUT I 
WILL NOT DENY HIM EITHER.” That’s courage.

Second Timothy 1:7 puts power, love, and self-
control together. POWER. LOVE. SELF-CONTROL. 
We don’t get to pick one and ignore the others. We 
need courage to speak, love for the person listening, 
and self-control to 
keep our anger from 
taking over. Jesus 
isn’t helpless.

He doesn’t need us 
throwing hands. But 
somebody listening 
might need the hope 
we’re swallowing 
because we’re scared 
of their reaction. 
Somebody needs to hear what His mercy did for us. 
How He met us in our mess. How He forgave us. 
How He’s changing us.

So, when the conversation comes, let’s stop 
hiding. Speak truth. Listen. Answer with grace. 
Live what we claim.

Our testimony loses weight when our mouth 
praises Jesus and our behavior humiliates people. 
We can stand firm without getting cruel. We can 
disagree without stripping somebody of dignity. 
C’MON, FAMILY.

WE DON’T HAVE TO ATTACK PEOPLE TO 
DEFEND OUR FAITH. LET’S STOP ACTING 
ASHAMED OF JESUS.

A big shout to everyone who took the time to decorate 
and put out lights for fall and/or Halloween.  Rachael 
Koerperich, Davis & Terra Rath, Loran Sulzman, Steve 
& Michelle Petterson, Tyler & Bre Stevenson, Tracie 
Hopper & Mark Lange, Dusty Spresser & Rechelle 
Horineck, Troy Oschner, Darrel & Pam Dipman, Ivonn 
Vargas.  If I missed anyone --sooo sorry.

The Selden Senior Citizens met on Thursday, 
October 29, at the Community Center for a good meal 
prepared by Gloria Goscha of Midway Cafe followed 
by an afternoon of pinochle.  Those enjoying the day 
included Steve Skubal, Barb Jones, Helen Carman, 
Betty Hickert, Pat Wessel.  Those staying to play 
cards were JR Albers with a score of 556, Boyd Wilson 
with a score of 543, Steve Carman with a score of 558, 
Jacque Boultinghouse with a score of 586, and Elaine 
Koerperich with a score of 550.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
November 7: Jordan Rogers, Luann Walker, Will 

Bruggeman
November 8: Margie Johnson, Kade Spresser, Steve 

& Joni Shaw, Braden Korte, Alisha Brantley
November 9: Katie Koerperich, Dan & Melissa Wessel
November 11: Chelsie Bruggeman, Bill & Carol 

Wessel, Colin Mumm
November 12: Emily Wachendorfer Duncan
November 13: Joan Porsch, Isaac Broeckelman, 

Jonathan Broeckelman, Kash Schiltz
School Calendar
November 5: Junior High Basketball in Logan.  

Jostens will be in Rexford for Sophomores & Seniors
November 6: Registration Deadline for December 12 

ACT.  High School Football Regionals
November 7: High School KEMA auditions
November 9: Red Cross Blood Drive.  Junior High 

Scholars Bowl in Atwood.  High School Scholars Bowl 
at Cheylin

November 10: Junior High Basketball with Cheylin 
in Rexford

Hunting season is upon us. Doves, Rail, Snipe, ducks, 
and geese. Oh yes, sandhill cranes too, and yet for me 
it has been pretty much a bust. Hunts being cut short, 
lack of birds, and a lot of misinformation has made for 
a slow season. Before I retired, everyone said, “You’ll 
be hunting all the time”! But alas, no. Before I retired it 
was easy to get guys together to go hunting, but now no 
one is available. The first Wednesday of November has 
always been a big hunt with a bunch of friends. Then 
I retired and all at once no one can get free.  This is 
heartbreaking for me as I have never missed this hunt. 
But I just hate to go alone. It’s not the same.

A week ago, I took a young man catfishing at Antelope 
Lake. He only caught one, but it was a good one! Eleven 
pounds even! Like a good sport he released it to fight 
another day!

As I write this it is Sunday, November 1, and I have 
received 28 political phone calls, as well as 19 texts. 
This election can’t end soon enough! I am sure sick of 
the mudslinging going on - from all candidates too!! 
Freaking unbelievable the amount of outright lies 
and hate being spewed. I’ll go down as saying not one 
Democrat candidate has told the truth, even remotely.

Don’t you love how normally intelligent people will 
jump on the stupidest bandwagons for attention? Said 
person saw Trump’s Salina rally was moved to today 
and started saying how it was cancelled because Trump 
was scared to show his face in KS. Ok girlie, you just 
keep living in your delusional little world.

Oh yes, I found out I was a racist because I support 
I.C.E. deporting ILLEGAL aliens. Illegal, you know, 
as in against the law. But I guess if you’re a liberal 
Democrat the laws only apply for me and not for thee. 
Illegal still means against the law and I darn well will 
support the enforcement of all laws, not just the ones 
convenient for me! And, I will stand behind all law 
enforcers too! As should any true American. No one 
will ever accuse me of being a traitor to this country. I 
have a question for the Democrats; If the United States 
is sooooo bad, why do you keep encouraging illegals to 
come here? Just a thought.

Still haven’t seen or heard anything on Sheridan 
Lake. Although I will say this. Laura Clawson with 
KDWP lied to all of us. I have sent five emails since the 
meeting, and zero response. God, I hate being lied to.

Not much else, so as always, stay safe and enjoy the 
outside.

Hoxie Scouts Launch Annual 
“Scouting for Food” Drive

Hoxie — Hoxie Cub Scouts Pack 160 and Scouts BSA 
Troop 160, chartered by Hoxie American Legion Post 
#221, are once again rallying the community to help 
fight hunger through their annual Scouting for Food 
Drive.

Scouts kicked off the effort on Sunday, November 1st, 
by distributing door tags to every home in Hoxie. This 
week, they’re asking local residents to donate canned 
goods and non-perishable food items to support the 
Hoxie Area Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry.

Community members are encouraged to place their 
donations in a bag or box on their doorstep. Scouts will 
return to collect the donations Saturday, November 7, 
beginning at 9:30 a.m.

The Food Pantry requests that all items be healthy, 
nutritious, and within their expiration dates. Expired or 
damaged food items cannot be accepted.

Most-needed items include:
•	 Peanut butter
•	 Pasta
•	 Tuna
•	 Rice
•	 Canned and dried beans
•	 Boxed macaroni and cheese
•	 Canned soups and stews
•	 Granola bars
•	 Canned fruits and vegetables
•	 Tomato sauce
•	 Breakfast cereals
“This annual drive is a simple but powerful way to 

make a difference,” said 
Scoutmaster Bev Rucker. 
“Every item donated 
helps feed local families 
in need.”

For questions or if the 
Scouts accidentally miss 
your home, please contact 
Bev Rucker at (785) 675-
1087 or speak with any 
Scout.

Three new members were welcomed to the 
Angelus 4-H Club at their meeting on November 1. 
President Addison presented record book covers 
and 4-H letters to new members Arabella, Judson, 
and Rhett. (Angelus 4-H photo)

This month’s meeting was held on October 4, in the 
K of C Hall in Angelus. The meeting was called to 
order by, President, Jude Lager. He also led the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Club leader, Linda Lager, installed each 
officer beginning with President - Addison Ostmeyer, 
Vice President - Rylan Moss, Secretary – Roch Lager, 
Treasurer - Isaac Gaede, Reporter – Blaise Lager, 
Recreation Leader – Hudson Moss, Song Leader – Henry 
Gaede, Photographer/Historian – Dominic Mishler, 
Parliamentarian – Margaret Mary Lager and Natalie 
Bixenman, Special Events – Lucy Anne Lager, Safety 
Officer – Peter Lager, Pledge of Allegiance leader – Rhett 
Baker, Bible Verse Leader – Kilian Lager, 4-H Pledge 
leader – Arabella Baalman and Judson Rietcheck, 
Council Representatives – Addison Ostmeyer & Blaise 
Lager, Good Humor – Jayden Mishler, Kansas events – 
Oliver Moss, Ag Facts – Jude Lager and Nathan Gaede, 
Weather reporter – Thaddeus Lager, Record Book 
updates – Jonathan Ostmeyer.

Roll call was introducing yourself to the new families 
and was answered by 19 members, 2 leaders, 8 guests, 
and 8 parents. The Minutes from the previous meeting 
were read by Roch and then corrected and approved. 
There were no Communications. A bill was presented 
by Amanda for the pool admission during the club tour. 
Next were officer reports, beginning with the Treasurer 
Report given by Issac. Parliamentary Tip was given by 
Jonathan. Peter told us to be safe by washing our hands 
during cold and flu season. Thaddeus gave a weather 
report. Jayden told us a couple jokes. Jude told us some 

Angelus 4-H

Continued on page 5
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By Lillie Denio 
Griffin Zerr (Jr) carries the ball into the end zone 

to help Hoxie beat Bennington. The football team 
dominated from the start, building a 32-8 lead in 
the first quarter and a 54-14 advantage at halftime 
before wrapping up the big win. “The game was fun, 
and I’m excited to keep the season going,” said Zerr. 
The Indians will continue their postseason play in 
Hoxie on November 6, against the Kiowa County 
Mavericks. (Photo By HHS Yearbook)

Hoxie Crushes Bennington

By Brylie Lindenman
On Saturday, October 31, the Hoxie Indian boys’ and girls’ Cross-Country Teams 

traveled to Wamego to compete at the State meet. The girls brought home a 2nd-place 
plaque, placing higher than in the previous two years. The boys’ team finished 6th. 

All the girls placed in the top 70 out of 100 runners. Three of the Hoxie girls placed 
in the top 15 and medaled individually. (So) Brylie Lindenman led the team, finishing 
in 9th (20:21.96). Following close behind was (Fr) Jenna Herl in 10th (20:27.43) and 
(Fr) Aubrey Diercks in 12th (20:39.19). Placing 48th, (So) Bailynn Moser had a really 
good finish and beat the next runner by 0.01 of a second. (So) Kansas Tso placed 57th 
(22:54.61), (Sr) Emily Farber placed 66th (23:10.58), and close behind was (Jr) Lillie 
Denio in 69th (23:29.28).  For the previous 2 years, the girls have brought home 3rd 
place, but this year they made a turnaround and earned an impressive 2nd place, 
being so close to 1st with only 10 points.

The Hoxie boys all placed in the top 75 out of 109 total runners. (Jr) Nathan Haffner 
led the boys team in 38th (18:18.60) with (Sr) Gunner Wente close behind in 40th 
(18:19.90). Next came (So) Kooper Moss in 48th (18:27.00) and then (Sr) Gabe Koster 
in 70th (18:58.50) with (Jr) Ty Fenner following not far behind in 73rd (19:02.40). In 
the previous years, the whole boys’ team hasn’t made it to State, but this year, the 
boys pulled through and made it together. 

The hard work and determination of the Indians really paid off. Both teams finished 
off the season with a strong showing at state.

(HHS Yearbook Staff photos)

Hoxie Indians Make Their Mark at State

Golden Plains junior Brenlynn Rath reached the 1000 dig milestone at the 
Sub-State Volleyball tournament in Ransom on October 24.  Rath also has 
over 800 kills so far in her high school volleyball career.  She is shown with 
her teammates following the sub-state game against Wallace County.  “This 
is a huge accomplishment that I was working for,” said Rath. “I didn’t realize I 
could accomplish it as a junior.  The team was so supportive—I have awesome 
teammates!  My goal is to get stronger in the weight room over the summer and 
continue to work as a team next year.”  (Photo by Terra Rath)

1000 D igs!! !

The Golden Plains 
High School Volleyball 
team finished their 
season at Sub-State in 
Ransom on October 24.  
Team members include 
(front) Katie Carter, 
Makynslee Vargas, 
Brenlynn Rath, Estella 
Vargas, Elizabeth 
Romero; (back)Coach 
Ashley Arnberger, 
Kadalen Unrein, Jade 
Dible, Molly Ritter, 
Lakin Wark, Coach 
Sidney Taylor.  (Photo 
by Terra Rath)

Lady Bulldogs Finish Season at Sub-State
By Elizabeth Romero
The Golden Plains Bulldogs Volleyball team finished their season at the Sub-State Tournament in Ransom on 

October 24.  They faced Wallace County in the semi-finals but fell to the Wildcats in two sets
The Bulldogs started strong, staying with the Wildcats throughout the beginning of the first set. As the game 

progressed, the Bulldogs continued to fight but lost the first set 18-25. The Bulldogs just couldn’t get the ball rolling 
in the second set and allowed the Wildcats to start with a 3-point lead. The Bulldogs then found their fire once 
again, but it just wasn’t enough as the Wildcats kept their lead to win the game and the match 25-13.

The Lady Bulldogs finished their season with a 23-16 record.  This was their third consecutive twenty—plus win 
season for the Bulldogs.

 “The season was full of ups and downs,” said senior Katie Carter.  “We had a lot of good people on the team this 
year. I’m going to miss my teammates.”  “I have mixed feelings about the season,” added senior Kadalen Unrein.  
“We could have gone further but lacked the effort needed.  Volleyball has impacted me a lot in both the sport and 
in life.  The people will always be my memories of my four years at GPHS.”  “We had a rough start to the season,” 
continued senior Estella Vargas, “We came together as a team but lost momentum as the season came to a close.  
I wish them all luck next year.”

Class of 2027 Students and Parents. Wheatland High School honored their 
seniors by announcing each one before the football game against Golden Plains. 
(WHS photo)

WHS Class of 2027 Seniors & Parents’ Night
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Kansas Cold Weather Rule
Now in Effect

 
Topeka – The Cold Weather Rule, designed to help 

Kansans who are behind on their utility payments 
avoid disconnection during the winter months, began 
on Sunday, November 1 and will remain in effect 
through March 31.

While the Cold Weather Rule is in effect, utility 
companies cannot disconnect a customer’s service 
when the local temperatures are forecast to drop below 
35 degrees within the following 48-hour period. The 
Kansas Corporation Commission, the agency that 
regulates public utilities in the state, implemented 
the rule in 1983 to prevent utility companies from 
disconnecting a customer’s natural gas, electric or 
water service during periods of extreme cold.

The Cold Weather Rule also requires utility 
companies to offer a 12-month payment plan to allow 
consumers to maintain or re-establish service. Any 
residential customer with a past due balance will 
qualify for payment arrangements; however, it is the 
customer’s responsibility to contact the utility to make 
those arrangements.

Payment plan terms to maintain or restore service 
require that customers agree to pay 1/12th of the 
total amount owed, 1/12th of the current bill, the full 
amount of any disconnection or reconnection fee, plus 
any applicable deposit to the utility. The remaining 
balance must be paid in equal payments over the next 
11 months, in addition to the current monthly bill.

The Cold Weather Rule applies only to residential 
customers of utility companies under the KCC’s 
jurisdiction; however many municipal utilities and 
cooperatives have similar winter weather policies.

Information about the Cold Weather Rule is available 
on the Commission’s website. Kansans may also contact 
their local utility company or the KCC’s Office of Public 
Affairs and Consumer Protection at (800) 662-0027 or 
785-271-3140 to learn more. 

HOXIE AREA MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE (HAMA)
HOLIDAY FOOD BOX REQUEST FORM 

PLEASE LIST ALL HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS:
NAME	 AGE	 List any special dietary needs:
1._____________________________________________	____	 ________________________
2._____________________________________________	____	 ________________________
3._____________________________________________	____	 ________________________
4._____________________________________________	____	 ________________________
5._____________________________________________	____	 ________________________
6._____________________________________________	____	 ________________________
7._____________________________________________	____	 ________________________
8._____________________________________________	____	 ________________________

                                                       		  ___________________________    __________
                                                                  		  Your Signature                                Date

Address:________________________________

City:___________________________________

Phone:__________________________________

Kansas Crop Progress
and Condition

Manhattan - For the week ending November 1, 2026, 
there were 4.6 days suitable for fieldwork, according to 
the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 5% very short, 15% 
short, 71% adequate, and 9% surplus.

Subsoil moisture supplies rated 8% very short, 20% 
short, 65% adequate, and 7% surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter wheat condition rated 
6% very poor, 14% poor, 33% fair, 42% good, and 5% 
excellent. Winter wheat planted was 86%, near 87% 
for the five-year average. Emerged was 66%, near 68% 
average.

Corn harvested was 86%, near 87% average.
Soybeans harvested was 72%, behind 78% average.
Sorghum condition rated 12% very poor, 24% poor, 

41% fair, 19% good, and 4% excellent.
Sorghum mature was 92%, behind 98% average. 

Harvested was 49%, well behind 70% average.
Cotton condition rated 12% very poor, 31% poor, 36% 

fair, 18% good, and 3% excellent. Cotton harvested was 
30%, behind 35% average.

Sunflowers harvested was 55%, behind 68% average.
Pasture and Range Report: Pasture and range 

conditions rated 11% very poor, 16% poor, 40% fair, 30% 
good, and 3% excellent.

Angelus 4-H
Continued from page 2

of the Kansas Ag events going on. The Council Report 
was given by Addsion. She said the Council met with 
the Fair Board and Extension Board. They talked about 
moving livestock judging, bringing back barnyard 
Olympics, the water fight, and other fair changes. The 
Leader’s report was given by Linda. She reminded us 
that record books are due October 10, and to make sure 
you know what pin you are applying for. 

There was no old business. For new business, we 
approved paying a bill to Amanda. It was moved by 
Dominic and seconded by Kilian. Jonathan gave a 
record book update.

For the program, Blaise gave a demonstration on how 
to make a Homemade Electrolyte drink. There was no 
recreation and no refreshments. Judson led the 4-H 
Pledge and Addison adjourned the meeting.

WPAA Presents
“Forever Simon & Garfunkel”

Sunday, November 15, at 3:00 pm in the Cultural Arts 
Center on the campus of Colby Community College, 
Western Plains Arts Association will have in concert, 
“FOREVER SIMON & GARFUNKEL”.

Forever Simon & Garfunkel celebrates the bestselling 
duo in rock’n’roll history, featuring the epic hits “Bridge 
Over Troubled Water”, “Mrs. Robinson”, “I Am A Rock”, 
“Cecilia”, “Feeling Groovy”, “Kodachrome”, and many 
more! With humor, soaring energy, storytelling, and 
laser precise harmonies, award-winning entertainers 
Sean Altman (Rockapella founder, Carmen Sandiego 
theme “songwriter) & Jack Skuller (Songwriters Hall 
Of Fame’s Buddy Holly Prize) lead the audience on a 
concert journey from the group’s early success as a folk 
act to their global dominance as hit-makers. We are 
treating our audience to the greatest American songs 
ever written, as performed by these amazing craftsmen 
and showmen.

Individual tickets can be purchased at the door or 
show your WPAA season ticket to enjoy.  

WPAA would like to thank the area sponsors along 
with The Dane G. Hansen Foundation and the Thomas 
County Community Foundation. This program is also 
sponsored in part by the state of Kansas through the 
Kansas Arts Commission and the National Endowment 
for the Arts.

All-Star Volleyball Matches 
November 15

Colby - The Annual Northwest Kansas All-Star 
Volleyball Matches, featuring standout high school 
seniors, are scheduled for Sunday, November 15, at the 
Colby Event Center. The games begin at noon. 

For more information, call (785) 269-7728 or email 
nwksvballstar@gmail.com.

The rosters for each team and the high schools they 
represent are as follows:

Team 1, coached by Lisa Crites, Central Plains
Leah Clark, Norton; Madelyn Crotts, Oakley; 

Jasmine Ferguson, Thunder Ridge; Kendra Gengler, 
St. John’s-Tipton; Kamry Getz, Quinter; Chloe 
Jacobs, Phillipsburg; Alli Klima, Central Plains; 
Aryn Michaelis, Lakin; Brylie Price, Dighton; Emma 
Schamberger, Hoxie; Piper Schultz, Ulysses; Kaylyn 
Sowers, Heartland Christian; Brooklyn Thomas, 
Wheatland.

Team 2, coached by Kaylee Martindale, Dighton
Kendall Baalman, Hoxie; Maelyn Berndt, Dighton; 

Natalie Bixenman, Wheatland; Kamrie Chestnut, 
Phillipsburg; Alexis David, Norton; Jayden Harvey, 
Quinter; Lily Lightner, Scott City; Leah McKelevey, 
Smith Center; Karen Moreno, Goodland; Jocelyn Ritter, 
Oakley; Maggie Strouse, Central Plains; Kenzie Woolf, 
Wallace County; Aja Ysac, Ulysses.

Team 3, coached by Lichelle Barr, Hoxie
Lily Beach, Dighton; Marissa Beckman, Wheatland; 

Chloe Cox, Norton; Emily Flanagin, Colby; Brooke 
Hanchett, Phillipsburg; Kendyl Johnson, Quinter; 
Payton Kuhlman, Oakley; Maria Rodriguez, Decatur 
Community; Isabella Sanchez, Ulysses; Ashlyn 
Schields, Cheylin; Claire Watkins, Hoxie; Bailey 
Ziegler, Trego.

Team 4, coached by Dani Suchsland, Phillipsburg
Erisbelie Alvarado, Ulysses; Josie Bell, Hoxie; Blaire 

Beougher, Quinter; Morgan Finkenbinder, Sylvan-
Lucas; Camden Franklin, Rawlins County; Peyton 
Gentry, Scott City; Rielly James, Dighton; Jayde Kahle, 
Oakley; Zoey Nixon, Smith Center; Kallie Richardson, 
Wallace County; Ryleigh Seems, Phillipsburg; Jaelyn 
Spangler, Ransom/Western Plains; Abby Wright, 
Cheylin

FEMA Approves $3 Million
to Rebuild Communities

Kansas City, MO — Tuesday, FEMA announced 
the approval of more than $3 million in post-disaster 
funding for Public Assistance in Iowa, Kansas, and 
Missouri. These programs empower states, local 
communities, and territories to recover from disasters, 
rebuild safer and more resilient communities and 
protect infrastructure from future events. 

The funding approved includes more than $3 million 
under FEMA’s Public Assistance program awarded 
across Iowa, Kansas, and Missouri.

FEMA disburses this money to states and territories, 
as they are best positioned to know how these funds 
will be most effectively spent. The funded projects 
include repairs to critical infrastructure, restoration of 
public buildings, road repairs and reimbursement for 
costs incurred to ensure public health and safety after 
a disaster. 

FEMA continues its renewed commitment to support 
communities as they lead recovery from disasters like 
hurricanes, severe storms, tornadoes and wildfires 
while making themselves more resilient to future 
disasters.
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Ask About
multi-week discounts

785-675-3321
Blackwood Family Dentistry

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
314 Main Street

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240
Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net

YOUR AD HERE
785-675-3321
716 Main St, Hoxie

FREDRICKSON INSURANCEFREDRICKSON INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.AGENCY, INC.

Amanda Fortin, AgentAmanda Fortin, Agent
785-475-3883785-475-3883

183 S Penn Ave., Oberlin, KS 67749183 S Penn Ave., Oberlin, KS 67749
amanda.fortin@fredricksoninsurance.comamanda.fortin@fredricksoninsurance.com



Thursday, November 5, 2026    Page 7
The Sheridan Sentinel PUBLIC NOTICES

CONTACT YOUR COMMISSIONER
Chairman: David Stithem ~ sixds@ruraltel.net

Vice-Chair: Buck Mader  ~  mcauto2@outlook.com 
Kyle Emigh ~ ebrosfarms@gmail.com

Submission Guidelines
Print-ready ads and content deadline: noon Tuesday
Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.

Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must be 
emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in .jpg or .png format.

All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).

Please email articles, news, and photos to:
editor@sheridansentinel.com or bring them by our office at

716 Main Street, Hoxie.
For advertising, send to lori@sheridansentinel.com

We confirm receipt of all emailed submissions within 24-hours.
If you have not received confirmation, or if it is a

time-sensitive submission, please call us at 785-675-3321.
www.sheridansentinel.com

In an effort to streamline the call process with 
calls for service the Hoxie Police Department 
phone number has changed to 785-675-3481. This 
will ring you into Sheridan County Communications 
as they already dispatch for the police department. 
This will allow trained dispatchers to take your 
information/complaint and dispatch the police 
department to you. This will also provide 24/7 
phone coverage when the City Office is closed. 
As always, the Hoxie Police Department is here 
to serve you and assist with any issues you may 
have.

Paul Wisinger, Chief
Hoxie Police Department

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT OBITUARY

Ardith Karnes, 89 
years of age, passed away 
Sunday, October 25, in 
the Sheridan County 
Long Term Care facility 
in Hoxie, KS.

She was born May 
29, 1937, at her parents’ 
home (in Sheridan 
County) near Lucerne, 
Kansas. Her parents were 
Donald M. and Opal J. 

(Wanamaker) Kemper. She grew up in the Lucerne 
area and completed grade school at the Lucerne 
Country School. She attended Sheridan Community 
High School in Hoxie, graduating with the class of 
1955.

On August 12, 1956, she married Victor Karnes, the 
love of her life, at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Hoxie. They made their home east and north of Tasco 
and moved to the original Schropp homestead in 
1961. To this union were born three children: Janelle, 
Jon, and Jill. While Vic farmed with his father, Ardith 
stayed busy as a farmwife, raising their three children. 
In the fall of 1977, Ardith began her career working 
outside farm life. Her first job was as an assistant in 
Dietary at Sheridan County Hospital. From there, she 
taught preschool in Hoxie alongside her co-workers 
and friends, Judy Cressler, Pat Rosell, and Darlene 
Schaffer. Her final stint of employment was as a CNA 
in the Physical Therapy Department at the hospital.

When Vic retired, they sold the farm to Janelle and 
her husband, Lee Cooper. They enjoyed many trips in 
their 5th wheel camper. They moved to town in 2012. 
Vic passed away in 2014. In the fall of 2017, she moved 
to Ridgewood Manor. In July of 2021, Ardith became 
a resident of Long Term Care in Hoxie.

In Ardith’s youth, she was active in 4-H and was a 
member of the “old Chicago Church” of Christ. She 
professed her faith in Jesus by being baptized in a 
stock tank at the Paul & Ruth Mills farm. When Ardith 
attended high school, she was active in vocal, band, 
FHA, and Kayettes.

Ardith was active in EHU (Extension Homemakers 
Unit) Clubs during her early years of married life. 
She was well known in the educational department at 
the First Presbyterian Church of Hoxie as a Sunday 
School teacher. She enjoyed teaching the children 

Ardith Karnes
May 29, 1937 ~ October 25, 2026

lots of songs about Jesus! She was also active in 
many Bible Study groups. After 2020 and Covid, she 
became a member of the Hoxie Christian Church.

Ardith was the traditional farm wife, working 
alongside her husband. She always had a garden, 
canned many vegetables and fruit, and was well 
known for her cooking and baking. Many extended 
family members recall family dinners and cookouts 
at the old Schropp place. Ardith raised chickens, and 
in their early married years, took eggs and cream to 
town for sale. She was also an expert seamstress, and 
her daughters recall not having “purchased” dresses 
until their college years. She also became very 
proficient in patching husband’s and son’s work jeans, 
shirts, socks, etc., i.e., patches on patches!

She was preceded in death by her husband, Vic, 
her parents, brothers: Lester and his wife, Lois; Corky 
(Donald C.) and his wife, Jeanne; sister, DeDe Blaser 
and her husband, Al; sisters-in-law: Judith Weeks and 
husband, Al; and Joyce Peter and husband, Gary.

She is survived by her daughter Janelle and 
husband, Lee, of Hoxie; son, Jon and wife, Dori, of 
Derby; and daughter, Jill Heskett and husband, Dr. 
David, of Quinter. She also is survived by sisters: 
Karen Richards of Lebanon, OH; and Anita Merrill of 
Wilton, NH. Also left behind with special memories 
of their grandma are her seven grandchildren; Amy 
(Cooper) Kane and husband, Ty of Wichita; Curt 
Cooper and his wife, Julia, of Hoxie; Victor Karnes 
and his wife, Megan, of Wichita; Joseph Karnes of 
Albuquerque, NM; Joshua Heskett of Wichita; Jordon 
Heskett and his wife, Amanda, of Lancaster, NY; 
and Kelsi (Heskett) Thurnau and her spouse, Nora, 
of Wichita. Special times were had with her great-
grandchildren: Avery, Levi, Evie, Caleb Kane, Inara, 
and Jemma Cooper, Gwendolyn Karnes, and Meadow 
and Sullivan Heskett. Ardith will also be missed by a 
host of other relatives and many friends.

A Celebration of Life will be held at the Hoxie 
Christian Church on Saturday, November 7, at 10:30 
with Pastor Carl Dumler officiating. Inurnment will be 
in the Hoxie Cemetery. Visitation will be at the Hoxie 
Christian Church Friday, November 6, from 5pm to 
7pm, with family present to greet friends. Memorials 
may be made to Sheridan County Long Term Care 
Activity Fund or Sheridan County Benefit Walk and 
sent in care of Mickey-Leopold Funeral Home, PO 
Box 987, Hoxie, Kansas 67740.
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“You Crop Insurance Headquarters”
Steven A. Watkins, MBA
Crop Insurance Specialist
901 Trail Ave.
PO Box 840
Hoxie, KS 67740

Toll Free: 1-800-232-3239
Office: 785-675-3239

Fax: 785-675-3230
Cell: 785-675-1017

Nights & Weekends: 785-675-9966

E-mail: watkinscroptax@yahoo.com
www.watkinscropinsurance.com

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA

CALL TOLL FREE

877-754-2111

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

Income Tax Preparation
Tax Projections

Farm & Business Planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

230 Main Street * PO Box 537 * Quinter, KS 67752
www.mmcpas.net

810 W Columbia
Oberlin, KS 67749

785-475-2208
Hours M-F 8am-5pm

Improving lives through quality healthcare.
Decatur Health is accepting applications for the following positions:Decatur Health is accepting applications for the following positions:

FULL TIME:
Plant Operations. Full Time. (1.0 FTE) Main 

duties include upkeep of the physical plant 
and all work areas; monitoring, inspecting, 
repairing, testing, and maintaining building 
systems and equipment. This position also 
assists with outdoor grounds care, including 
snow removal and lawn mowing. Position 
includes participation in an on-call rotation for 
weekday, weekend, and holidays for after-hour 
emergencies and urgent maintenance issues. 

IT Systems Specialist – Full Time (1.0 
FTE) Position responsible for implementing, 
maintaining, and troubleshooting Decatur 
Health’s computer systems, networks, and 
user technology. Open to entry level or 
advanced candidates with strong technical 
capability. Duties include supporting LAN/
WAN systems, servers, wireless networks, 
VPNs, hardware/software installation, VoIP, 
printers, and user support. IT certification or 
equivalent experience preferred; Associate 
degree preferred. Experience preferred; 
strong communication and multitasking skills 
required. 8/10/2026

RHC/Pro Fee Coder. Full Time (1.0 FTE) In 
house position. Responsible for coding Family 
Practice, ER, and Inpatient diagnoses and 
procedures using ICD 10 and CPT, reviewing 
documentation for accuracy, submitting prior 
authorization requests and assisting with HIM 
clerical tasks. Experience preferred; coding 
certification required within 12 months of 
hire, with initial progress toward certification 
expected within the first 6 months. 8/10/2026

Registered Nurse - Night Shift (Med/Surg 
& Emergency Department). Full Time (0.9 
FTE) Must be licensed in the state of Kansas. 
12-hour shifts (6pm-6am) with every third 
weekend and holiday rotation. Positions Open: 
3 - 3/4/2026, 6/15/2026

Radiologic Technologist. Full Time or 
Part Time. Graduation from an accredited 
radiologic technology program and a Kansas 
State LRT license is required. Must be ARRT 
certified. This position is part of a rotating on-
call schedule. Positions Open: 2 - 9/2/2025

PART TIME:
Environmental Services Tech (EVS). 

Part Time (0.6 FTE) Monday-Friday 2PM-
7:30PM. Duties include cleaning assignment 
areas according to procedures and standards, 
including but not limited to patient care 
areas, office areas, and public areas within the 
Hospital and Clinics.

Day Shift Patient Care Technician (PCT) 
Part Time. (0.6 FTE) High school diploma 
or equivalent preferred. A certified nursing 
assistant (CNA) registry is preferred but not 
required. Shifts are 6am-6pm. This position 
participates in a weekend and holiday rotation.

How to Apply
Apply at www.decaturhealth.org/careers

This institution is an
equal opportunity employer & provider.

CLASSIFIEDS 
Septic Tank Pumping

&
Installation

LARRY’S
PLUMBING

785-462-3458

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED: 
The Sheridan County 
Noxious Weed 
Department is accepting 
applications for a 
Noxious Weed Control 
Technician. Previous 
experience i.e. valid 
P r i v a t e\C o m m e r c i a l 
Applicator License 
preferred. Must be willing 
to obtain qualification 
in either category 1C or 
6. CDL is a plus. This 
is a full-time position. 
Applications may be 
picked up at the Road & 
Bridge Office, Monday 
through Friday from 
7:30am–4:30pm. Sheridan 
County offers competitive 
wages, retirement, 
and health insurance. 
For questions and to 
request an application 
by mail, contact O’Neill 
Smith at 785-470-2038. 
Applications will be 
accepted until the 
position is filled.

---50/TFN---
HELP WANTED: 

Hoxie Feedyard & PSI 
are always interested in 
visiting with good people 
about a good job. We offer 
competitive pay and great 
benefits. Please call Scott 
Foote 785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---
HELP WANTED: The 

Sheridan County Road 
& Bridge Department is 
accepting applications 
for an Equipment 
Operator. Experience 
and CDL preferred. This 
is a full-time position. 
Applications may be 
picked up at the Road & 
Bridge Office, Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 
am – 4:30 pm. Sheridan 
County offers competitive 
wages, retirement, 
and health insurance. 
For questions and to 
request an application 
by mail, contact Joe 
Herskowitz at 785-675-

3621. Applications will 
be accepted until the 
position is filled. EOE

---40/TFN---
FOR SALE: Crooked 

Creek Angus Registered 
2-year-old bulls located in 
St. Francis, 785-332-6206, 
www.crooketcreekangus.
com.

---7/TFN---


