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Red Cross Shelter Training
Workshop to be Offered in Hays

Hays -- A workshop is coming up for those interested in volun-
teering to staff a Red Cross shelter in times of emergencies.

The free “American Red Cross Shelter Fundamentals Training” 
will take place from 1 to 4 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 14, at Hays First 
Baptist Church, 1111 Fort St. in Hays. Registration is due by mid-
night Wednesday, Jan. 7, at www.train.org/ks. Those registering 
will need to create an account and then enter course No. 1132663.

“Shelter Fundamentals is a basic level course that introduces 
the roles and responsibilities for opening, operating, and closing a 
shelter during a disaster,” a news release said. “The course focuses 
on what new shelter workers need to know to work in a shelter.”

The workshop is being presented by the American Red Cross 
of Kansas and Oklahoma and the Kansas Division of Emergency 
Management. It will be taught by trained Red Cross volunteers. 

“Participants will learn the fundamentals of operating a Red 
Cross shelter and will participate in a hands-on simulation to sup-
port the learning objectives,” the news release said. 

“This course will enable our partners to help us carry out our 
mission of alleviating human suffering in the face of disaster in 
their communities.”

More information is available from Lyle Pantle, Ellis County 
Assistant Fire Chief and Emergency Manager, at (785) 621-1780 or 
lpantle@ellisco.net.

Smoky Hills PBS Presents
New Documentary

The Moccasin Speaks
Bunker Hill, KS – Smoky Hills PBS is proud to present The 

Moccasin Speaks, a powerful new documentary that reexamines 
one of the most enduring and misunderstood stories of the High 
Plains: The German Family Massacre.   

For more than a century, the events surrounding the attack on 
the German family and the capture of four young sisters have 
been retold through legend.  The Moccasin Speaks moves beyond 
myth to uncover a story that is tragic, poignant, and far more com-
plex than history has often portrayed.

Directed by author and historian Deb Goodrich, with assis-
tance from Ed Lowry, producer of Cottonwood Connections, the 
film presents the nuanced story of the pioneering German family 
alongside the Cheyenne who were being forced from their land.  
Based on the book The Moccasin Speaks: Living as Captives of the 
Dog Soldier Warriors, Red River War, 1874–1875 by Arlene Feld-
mann Jauken, the documentary offers an honest and balanced 
examination of the killing of the settlers, the capture and eventual 
rescue of the daughters, and the Cheyenne perspective often ab-
sent from earlier accounts.

“Ultimately, the story of the German Family is one of humanity’s 
triumph over tragedy,” said Deb Goodrich, Writer of The Mocca-
sin Speaks. “It reminds us that we can call upon the better angels 
of ourselves no matter what circumstances we find ourselves in. It 
is a story that needs to be heard now more than ever.”

Through careful historical research and thoughtful storytell-
ing, the film also explores how, over time, descendants of both the 
captives and the captors have come together in reconciliation, ac-
knowledging the tragedy and complexity of their shared history.

The Moccasin Speaks will air on Smoky Hills PBS on January 
8 at 9 PM and an encore presentation will air January 17 at 8 PM.  

For more information on broadcast times and additional cover-
age details, please visit our website at SmokyHillsPBS.org.

Love to read deeper into the stories you see on screen? 
Viewers are encouraged to explore the books connected to this 

documentary, Girl Captives of the Cheyenne and Captured: The 
True Account of Sarah White and the Cheyenne, available at local 
libraries and bookstores. These works offer additional perspec-
tives and insight into this documentary.

Moccasin Speaks was made possible with the support of Fort 
Wallace County Museum and their Memorial Association and 
these current sponsors: 

Northwest Kansas Travel Council, Smoky Hill Museum, Russell 
Specialty Books and Gifts, The Sternberg Museum of Natural His-
tory, Hodgden House Museum Complex and Fort Harker Guard-
house Museum, Coronado Quivira Museum.

Smoky Hills PBS serves 71 counties in Central and Western Kan-
sas.  Smoky Hills PBS is available over the air with an antenna, on 
many cable systems, DirecTV, DirecTV Stream, and Dish Network, 
HULU + LIVE TV, YouTube TV, and Amazon Prime.  You can also 
access Smoky Hills PBS via the FREE mobile app for Android and 
iPhone devices and is also available to stream by clicking here:  vid-
eo.smokyhillstv.org/livestream.  More information on Smoky Hills 
PBS and its programs and projects are available at SmokyHillsPBS.
org or by calling 1-800-337-4788.

A Singing Career Cut Short
By Don Pickinpaugh
As incoming freshmen, we faced the unique challenge of navi-

gating our new high school environment, and carefully planning 
our class schedules was essential. Although we didn’t openly dis-
cuss it among ourselves, there was a shared, unspoken desire to 
avoid any junior or senior boy who might humiliate us in class. 
To do this, we needed to be mindful of the classes upperclassmen 
typically took and choose the less popular ones they were likely to 
avoid. This approach worked well for a freshman at the bottom of 
the social hierarchy.

One class that particularly caught my attention was choir. It 
would have fewer upperclassmen, making this class a more ap-
pealing option. Additionally, I had a fair amount of confidence in 
my singing abilities—or at least, I liked to think I did. The idea of 
expressing myself through music, without taking any written ex-
ams, offered a comforting escape from the regular classes.

From the very first day of class, it became clear that my initial 
prediction had been correct. The bleachers were filled with only 
six freshman and sophomore boys. The tenors, including myself, 
were situated by three bass singers. Completing the ensemble 
were two dozen girls who sang alto and soprano.

The first week of choir was dedicated to acclimating ourselves 
to our vocal capabilities and exploring the full range of notes we 
could produce. With each warm-up exercise, my confidence bub-
bled. This could be my time, I thought.

By the end of the first week, the atmosphere in the choir grew 
more serious. We transitioned from warm-up routines to the exhil-
arating challenge of singing our first songs. Our meticulous choir 
director listened intently, his discerning ear poised to catch any 
off-key notes, ensuring our voices blended seamlessly. Excitement 
spilled out of every participant. 

One day, just as the class hour was about to end, we heard a voice 
shout, “Stop!” and saw our choir director’s hands raised, palms fac-
ing us. Something was wrong; we could see it in our choir direc-
tor’s eyes. After taking a deep breath, he instructed, “Just the men 
sing.” My heart began to race. I had a bad feeling about where this 
was going, but I had to go along with it. After finishing a few lines, 
we heard the command again: “Stop!” Our choir director twitched 
his nose, contemplating the next step. The men stood there, help-
less, waiting for his next command. Then came, “Just the tenors 
sing.” 

Oh boy, I thought, a rush of panic rushing through me. This was 
way too close for comfort. There were just three of us tenors stand-
ing nervously on the stage, and our teacher was honing in on one 
of us who was clearly off-key.

With a forced grin stretching across my face, I sang with all the 
volume my lungs could muster, desperate to blend in with the other 
two tenors. My heart raced faster than I could control as I suddenly 
heard another sharp command cut through the music: “Stop!” The 
choir director’s intense gaze was fixated on the three of us, and I 
could feel the weight of his scrutiny like a heavy blanket. A bead 
of sweat poured down from my brow. The room blurred around me, 
and I thought I might actually faint right then and there, teetering 
on the edge of the stage.

“You two tenors at the end, start singing,” the choir instructed, 
his voice steady. Now sweat began to trickle down my forehead as 
we began to sing our part. I could feel the tension in the air, and it 
wasn’t long before the outcome became clear.

“You come down here!” the choir director exclaimed, pointing 
directly at me as if I were in a spotlight. I instinctively pointed to 
my buddy, hoping to deflect the blame, but it was no use; I was the 
one he had singled out in front of the entire choir. The other sing-
ers adjusted their views to find out who the culprit was.

As I stepped down from the stage, a weight of despair and em-
barrassment settled on my shoulders, and I felt my head droop as 
if it were trying to disappear from life itself. My heart raced with 
anxiety as I contemplated what punishment awaited me for my 
blunder. To my surprise, our choir director, with a warm smile, an-
nounced, “I’m going to have you turn pages for the piano player.”

In that moment, my mind reeled, spinning wildly out of control. 
My singing aspirations flickered and dimmed, but at least I wasn’t 
being banished from the choir altogether.

I slumped into a chair beside the unassuming young lady at 
the piano, her fingers dancing gracefully as she brought the black 
and white keys to life. Soon, however, a sense of panic gripped me 
again; I realized, with a sinking feeling, that I couldn’t read music 
at all and was utterly clueless about when to turn the pages. I felt I 
was about to get the spotlight on me again when the pianist caught 
my eye and quickly nodded, signaling when it was time for me to 
turn the page. This simple gesture saved me from further embar-
rassment.

I had an unsettling revelation that day—I didn’t need the upper-
classmen to embarrass me; I was more than capable of doing that 
all by myself.

SCCF extends its sincere gratitude to every donor, business, and partner who 
contributed to the 2025 November Match Month campaign and to the Dane G. 
Hansen Foundation and Patterson Family Foundation for their continued invest-
ment in rural Kansas philanthropy.

In the new year, SCCF will implement several grantmaking revisions and new 
application opportunities designed to make the process more accessible, respon-
sive, and aligned with community needs. These updates will include streamlined 
application forms, clearer funding categories, and expanded opportunities for 
smaller, impact-driven requests, while continuing to support larger community 
projects. Together, these enhancements will allow SCCF to be more nimble in its 
grantmaking, better serve local nonprofits and organizations, and maximize the 
impact of charitable dollars invested throughout Sheridan County. Stay tuned for 
more information.

Furthermore, the new year will offer donors and organizations the opportunity 
to receive matching funds toward the creation of up to ten new grant funds in 
2026. Matching support of $3,000 per fund will be available thanks to the gen-
erosity of the Dane G. Hansen Foundation, which contributes $2,000 per fund, 
along with an additional $1,000 per fund provided by SCCF. To learn more, visit 
www.growsheridancounty.org/new-fund-match.

“As we close out an incredibly successful year, I want to extend my sincere 
thanks to everyone who supported the Sheridan County Community Foundation 
throughout 2025,” said Pratt. “The generosity of our donors, partners, and com-

munity members has been truly inspiring and has strengthened our ability to serve Sheridan County in meaningful ways. We are deeply 
grateful for your trust and partnership, and we wish everyone a wonderful, healthy, and prosperous New Year.”

SCCF is an affiliate of the Greater Northwest Kansas Community Foundation based in Bird City. The foundation seeks to encourage, pru-
dently manage, and distribute charitable contributions to improve the quality of life of Sheridan County residents, now and in the future. To 
learn more, contact Pratt at 785-677-5090, director@growsheridancounty.org, or visit www.growsheridancounty.org. Connect with SCCF at 
www.facebook.com/sheridanccf.

Hoxie - The Sheridan County Community Foundation (SCCF) is pleased to announce the successful conclusion of its 
2025 November Match Month campaign, which raised $119,259.78 from more than 130 generous donors across Sheridan 
County and beyond.

Thanks to this strong community support, SCCF unlocked the full matching opportunities provided by the Dane G. 
Hansen Foundation and the Patterson Family Foundation, resulting in a total campaign impact of $319,259.78.

Local donations raised during Match Month will be added to the Cultivate Sheridan County Fund, the Foundation’s 
largest unrestricted grant fund. This fund provides flexible, responsive grant funding to support local nonprofits, com-
munity projects, and initiatives that improve quality of life and advance the betterment of Sheridan County.

“The success of this year’s Match Month is a powerful reminder of what’s possible when our community comes togeth-
er,” said SCCF Executive Director Karl Pratt. “Every gift, large or small, helps strengthen our ability to respond to local 
needs both now and in the future.”

Matching funds received through the Hansen and Patterson Family Foundations will be strategically allocated to further strengthen SCCF’s long-term sustainability. Portions of the matching funds will be 
added to the Cultivate Sheridan County Fund, while others will be directed to the Foundation’s Operating Endowment Fund to support both immediate and future general operating needs.

This balanced approach ensures SCCF can continue providing meaningful grantmaking today while building long-term charitable resources that will serve Sheridan County for generations to come.

Record-Breaking November Match Month
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COUNTY OFFICES 
HOLIDAY HOURS

CLOSED

Courthouse closes
12pm Wednesday, December 31
to complete End-of-the-Year work.

Courthouse, Road & Bridge Dept.,
& Landfill
CLOSED

Thursday, January 1, 2026
Happy New Year!

City of Hoxie
Holiday Hours

New Year’s Eve ~ 8am ~ 1pm
New Year’s Day ~ Closed

January 2 ~ Closed
There will be no trash pick up

on those days.
Have a Very Happy New Year!

The Selden Senior Citizens met on December 18, at the Commu-
nity Center for a delicious meal prepared by Gloria Goscha of Mid-
way Cafe followed by an afternoon of Pinochle.  Those enjoying 
the day included  Betty Hickert, John Milner, Ellis Walker, Margee 
Wilson, Helen Carman, Steve Skubal.  Those staying to play cards 
included JR Albers with a score of 554, Shirley Emigh with a score 
of 441, Boyd Wilson with a score of 360, Steve Carman with a score 
of 335, Pat Wessel with a score of 353, Bob Wessel and Elaine Ko-
erperich with a score of 384.

Birthdays & Anniversaries:
January 1: Mike & Tami Porsch, Kandi Vahling
January 2: Mike & Kandi Vahling, Boyd & Margee Wilson (50 

Years)
January 3: Elizabeth Schriner
January 4: Bill Bainter, Jenna Hynek
January 5: Taylore Porsch
January 7: John Kruse
January 8: Gary Shaw, Tom Zodrow, Tyler Stevenson, Colten 

Sauvage
Again ---- A Big Thank You to everyone taking the time to put up 

Christmas Lights: Jeff & Brena Wessel, Aimee Cheney, Bob & Pat 
Wessel, Jeremy & Nicole Schiltz, the courtyard at Jerry’s apart-
ments, Rachael Koerperich, Dave & Molly Wachendorfer, Darrel 
& Carlene Bruggeman, Steve & Michele Peterson, Boyd  & Marg-
ee Wilson, Tammie Stevenson, Davis & Terra Rath, Jerry & Paula 
Schiltz, Ruth Porsch, Bill & Rose Bainter, The Bank, Selden Gro-
cery Store, Steve & Helen Carman, Alan & Chelsie Bruggeman, Ty-
ler Stevenson & Bri Slipke, AJ Stoll, Tracie Hopper & Mark Lange, 
Nicke & Elaine Koerperich, Tim Douglas & Linda Brown, Leroy & 
Renee Spresser, Jerry & Chrys Rall, Ashton Schiltz, Troy Ochsner, 
Dusty Spresser & Rechelle Horinek, Rick & Renee Lewis, Ivonn 
Vargas, Darrel & Pam Dipman, Justin & Sara Kennedy, Ryan & Tif-
fany Stevenson, Travis & Kelly Smith, Lad & Lori Truetken, Joe & 
Cathey Broeckelman

Around 35 people attended. Christmas Light Night at the Com-
munity Center on Tuesday, December 23.  Winners were Steve & 
Michele Peterson, Boyd & Margee Wilson, and Tracie Hopper & 
Mark Lange.

WISHING EVERYONE A HAPPY HEALTHY AND PROSPER-
OUS NEW YEAR!!!!!!!!!

DAR Marian Anderson
Legacy Scholarship

Accepting 
Applications

Washington, D.C. – Undergraduate and 
graduate students studying music can ap-
ply for the DAR Marian Anderson Lega-
cy Scholarship through January 31, 2026. 

Sponsored by the National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR), the scholarship provides a one-time $5,000 
award to one student annually who is pursuing undergraduate or 
graduate study in music.  

Marian Anderson (1897-1993) was a groundbreaking African 
American contralto and an inspiration for civil rights. “This schol-
arship pays tribute to Marian Anderson’s life, and the Daughters 
of the American Revolution seeks to honor her legacy through as-
piring musicians. Her legacy lives on in others who aim for ex-
cellence in musical studies, are committed to their communities, 
and willing to stand up for what is right,” said Ginnie Sebastian 
Storage, DAR President General.

Applicants should be accepted or currently enrolled in an ac-
credited university or college in the United States and have a con-
centration in music in their course of study. Music performance, 
composition, theory, or education are all areas that students may 
be specialized in to qualify for the scholarship. They should have 
a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale or the 
equivalent GPA on the scale used by the institution. 

Applications are available here: https://www.dar.org/outreach/
education/scholarships 

Applications require references sent through the application 
system, so students need to request their references ahead of the 
Jan. 31st application deadline. 

In honor of Ms. Anderson’s commitment to the community 
throughout her life and her willingness to share her incredible tal-
ent with the world, applicants are asked to write a personal state-
ment describing their humanitarian or volunteer contributions on 
behalf of their community and/or country.  

To recognize the city Marian Anderson called home, preference 
is given to students from the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania metro-
politan area, even if they are not pursuing music studies in the 
Philadelphia area. 

While this scholarship is not automatically renewed, recipients 
may reapply for consideration each year for up to four consecutive 
years. 

The scholarship is supported by the Daughters of the American 
Revolution’s Marian Anderson Legacy Fund. Learn more about 
the relationship between Marian Anderson and the DAR, and the 
organization’s on-going efforts to honor her memory at www.dar.
org/MarianAnderson 

Photo: Renowned singer Marian Anderson performing in DAR 
Constitution Hall in 1943. Students studying music can apply for a 
one-time $5,000 scholarship honoring her legacy through Jan. 31.

About the National Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR)

One of the largest patriotic women’s service organizations in the 
world, DAR has 190,000 members in approximately 3,000 chap-
ters across the country and several foreign countries. DAR mem-
bers promote historic preservation, education and patriotism via 
commemorative events, scholarships and educational initiatives, 
citizenship programs, service to veterans, meaningful community 
service and more. For additional information about DAR and its 
relevant mission, visit www.dar.org.

Rep God
Like You Rep 

Your Team
Listen up…
I can walk into any 

gym, any garage, any 
man-cave full of grown 
men and the second I 
ask:

“Who’s your team?”
BOOM — they light up.

They know the stats.
They know the colors.
They know the score from last week, the rushing yards, the 

passing yards, the player’s whole life story.
They can spit that out like scripture.

But ask those same men,
“Who is God?”
“What did Jesus actually do for you?”
And suddenly it’s crickets.
Blank stares.
Mouths shut.
Hearts empty.

People know Bible stories…
but they don’t know the God behind the story.
They claim Christianity…
but they can’t name the Christ they claim.

Hear me loud and raw:
How you gonna rep a football team harder than you rep your 

Savior?
How you gonna memorize stats but not Scripture?
How you gonna scream for a touchdown
but stay quiet about the One who bled out for your salvation?

Nah.
It’s time to level up.
It’s time to know Him — REALLY know Him.
The same way you 

throw on a jersey on Sun-
day,

you better throw on 
the armor of God EVERY. 
SINGLE. DAY.

Because this ain’t a 
game!

This ain’t a season!
This ain’t a hobby!
This is eternity!
This is salvation.
This is life or death

Face the truth:
Most of us don’t know God like we NEED to.
Most of us don’t rep Jesus like we SHOULD.

So from right now forward. 
REP GOD like you rep your team!
Stand bold.
Walk loud.
Live saved.
And let the world know EXACTLY whose kingdom you’re 

riding for!

Amen
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Blackwood Family Dentistry

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
501 Garfield

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240
Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

HEIM BODY SHOP
Expert Body Repair & 

Paint 
Windshield Repair &

Replacement
Vehicle Accessories & 

Installation 
Thunderstruck Grille 

Guards
Spray-in-Bed Liners

785-675-2182

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net
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profe ssional   service s
Ad Rates

$6/week (billed monthly)
785-675-3321

Ask About
multi-week discounts

785-675-3321

YOUR AD HERE
785-675-3321
716 Main St, Hoxie
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 REACH 
the Entire State 

with your 
message at an 

85% 
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individual 
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placement. 

 
Call 785-271-5304 

Or your Local 
Paper Today! 
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more than  
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Potential 

Readers For 

 
Per Word! 

 
Call 785-271-5304 

Or your Local 
Paper Today! 

Septic Tank Pumping
&

Installation
LARRY’S

PLUMBING
785-462-3458
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FOR SALE

HELP WANTED: The 
Sheridan County Road & 
Bridge Department is accept-
ing applications for an equip-
ment operator. Experience 
and CDL preferred. This is a 
full-time position. Applications 
may be picked up at the Road & 
Bridge Office, Monday through 
Friday from 7:30am–4:30pm. 
Sheridan County offers com-
petitive wages, retirement, and 
health insurance. For questions 
and to request an application by 
mail, contact Joe Herskowitz 
at 785-675-3621. Applications 
will be accepted until the posi-
tion is filled. EOE

---42/TFN---
HELP WANTED: The 

Sheridan County Noxious 
Weed Department is accepting 
applications for part-time Weed 
Department/part-time Road & 
Bridge Department (combined 
position). Experience and CDL 
preferred. This is a full-time 
position. Applications may be 
picked up at the Road & Bridge 
Office, Monday through Friday 
from 7:30am–4:30pm. Sheridan 
County offers competitive 
wages, retirement, and health 
insurance. For questions and 
to request an application by 
mail, contact Joe Herskowitz 
at 785-675-3621. Applications 
will be accepted until the posi-
tion is filled. EOE

---42/TFN---
HELP WANTED: The 

Sheridan Sentinel is looking 
for writers/reporters to help 
expand our news coverage. We 
would like to cover topics such 
as school sports, local area ac-
tivities & events, health & well-
ness, spiritual, politics, as well 
as opinion editorials (stand 
up and start a conversation, 
instead of complaining on so-
cial media while hiding behind 
your internet screen). Articles 
& photos are paid by the pub-
lished column inch, and due by 
noon Tuesday. Paid quarterly, 
depending on number of arti-
cles and column inches pub-
lished (maximum 500 words/
article). For more information, 
email: editor@sheridansenti-
nel.com or come into the office 
at 716 Main Street, Hoxie.

---7/TFN---
HELP WANTED: Hoxie 

Feedyard & PSI are always in-
terested in visiting with good 
people about a good job. We 
offer competitive pay and great 
benefits. Please call Scott Foote 
785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---

FOR SALE: Crooked Creek 
Angus Registered 2-year-old 
bulls located in St. Francis, 
785-332-6206, www.crooket-
creekangus.com.

---7/TFN---
FOR SALE: Sheridan 

County Area on Aging is ac-
cepting sealed bids for a 2000 
Chevy Express, 11/12 passen-
ger van with 58,000+ miles. 
Bids must be submitted in writ-
ing to Stephanie Schippers, 941 
4th St, Hoxie, KS 67740, no later 
than January 1, 2026.

---13/16---

More Than 100 Years of
Partnership

The Right Choice in Ag Lending.
HighPlainsFarmCredit.com | 785-798-5847

Register for Kansas 
Farm Bureau’s Day at 

the Statehouse
Join Farm Bureau members 

from across Kansas January 
20–21, in Topeka for the 2026 
Day at the Statehouse — your 
opportunity to connect directly 
with state legislators and make 
a lasting impact on the issues 
that matter to agriculture. 

The event kicks off Tuesday 
afternoon with updates from 
Kansas Farm Bureau’s lob-
by team, deep dives into key 
policy priorities and a dinner 
reception with legislators. On 
Wednesday, attendees will 
head to the Capitol for break-
fast, committee meetings and 
one-on-one conversations with 
lawmakers. 

The registration deadline 
is January 6. For more about 
the event, hotel information 
and the most up-to-date agen-
da, please visit the Day at the 
Statehouse website. 

Registration is through the 
KFB Membership System. 
Please contact your county co-
ordinator to register.

OBITUARY

Dr. Fred Leslie Moss DVM, 
age 77, of Hoxie, Kansas, 
passed away peacefully on 
December 24, 2025, with his 
loving family by his side.

Fred was born on Decem-
ber 19, 1948, in Sheridan 
County, to Robert and Mil-
dred (Conard) Moss. He was 
raised in Hoxie, where he met 
the love of his life, Kristine 
(Baalman). They were mar-
ried July 11, 1969, in Hoxie 
and shared 56 years of mar-
riage, building a life rooted in 
faith, family, and community.

Fred was a proud Kansas 
State University Alumnus, earning his Doctorate in Veterinary 
Medicine there. His career led him to serve as a Captain in the 
United States Air Force, a role that took him and his family to 
Altus, OK. Upon honorable discharge from the Air Force, he 
practiced veterinary medicine in Steele, ND and Hoxie, along-
side his true passion in farming. 

Throughout his life, Fred had many accomplishments. He 
was a skilled basketball player, an avid outdoorsman, a devoted 
farmer, and a trusted friend to many. Of all his roles, his great-
est pride was being a “girl dad” to his three daughters—Lesley, 
Robin, and Adriane—whom he loved fiercely. Fred often referred 
to himself as a proud High Plains person and took his role seri-
ously as a steward of the land. 

Fred was preceded in death by his parents, Robert and Mil-
dred Moss and his brother, Kirt Moss.

He is survived by his beloved wife, Kristine Moss; his three 
daughters: Lesley (Jeff) Walden; Robin (Steve) Walden; and 
Adriane, (Ryan) Falco; and his six cherished grandchildren: 
Olivia, Madeline, Maggie, Henry, Jack, and Gunnar; brothers 
Thomas (Dolores) Moss and Max (Penny) Moss and a host of 
nieces and nephews. 

Visitation was held Monday, December 29, at Mickey Leopold 
Funeral Home with family receiving guests.  Funeral Services 
were held on Tuesday, December 30, at the Hoxie Christian 
Church.  Burial was at the Hoxie City Cemetery immediately 
following the funeral service. 

 Fred was a generous man who preferred to give quietly and 
without recognition. In that same spirit, the family will honor 
his legacy by establishing a scholarship in his memory to sup-
port a Hoxie High School graduate. Memorial contributions 
may be made out to Sheridan County Community Foundation 
for the creation of Fred L. Moss Memorial Scholarship. Memo-
rials may be sent to Sheridan County Community Foundation, 
PO Box 445, Hoxie, KS 67740 or online at https://tinyurl.com/
sdcofund or Mickey-Leopold Funeral Home, PO Box 987, Hoxie, 
KS 67740.  Please indicate the memorial is for the Fred L. Moss 
Memorial Scholarship.

Dr. Fred Moss, DVM
December 19, 1948 ~ December 24, 2025

Now on this 16th day of 
December 2025, the Board 
of Commissioners, Sheridan 
County, Kansas, met in regular 
session with Chairman Mike 
“Buck” Mader presiding.  Oth-
er members present were Kyle 
Emigh, David Stithem, Steve 
Hirsch, County Attorney, and 
County Clerk, Heather Bracht.

At 8:00 a.m. Mader called the 
meeting to order.

Those in attendance stood 
and recited the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Joe Herskowitz, Road & 
Bridge Supervisor, came to the 
table.  Herskowitz stated he is 
still waiting on numbers for 
seeding Sheridan Ave./10W.  
He will also find out the cost of 
mulch rolls and seed.

After discussion, Emigh 
made a motion to purchase the 
Snap-On Scanner, which hooks 
up to pickups and can help di-
agnose problems.  Cost of the 
scanner is $1,999.01.  Stithem 
seconded the motion.  Carried 
3-0

Everyone is still blading.
Senator Rick Billinger en-

tered the meeting along 
with Sheriff Brandon Carver.  
Billinger was there to discuss 
with the Board the next steps 
in asking the legislature to 
approve the county increas-
ing the sales tax by one-quar-
ter percent to help pay for 
the law enforcement build-
ing.  Billinger sent an email to 
Bracht, who printed it and then 
answered the four questions 
and returned the document to 
Billinger.  Billinger will get it to 
the appropriate person to have 
it ready to present to the leg-
islature in January.  Billinger 
discussed a grant program, 
“Build”, which could help 
with the infrastructure for the 
building.  The Board thanked 
Billinger for coming and he ex-
ited the meeting.

At 8:43 Mader made a motion 
to enter into executive session 
for a period of 5 minutes for 
the discussion of non-elected 
personnel.  Stithem second-
ed.  Carried 3-0.  Present were 
the Board, Bracht, Hirsch, and 
Carver.  The door opened at 
8:48.

The Board and Carver dis-
cussed some land that has been 
made available as a possible lo-
cation for the law enforcement 
building.

Hirsch advised the Board 
he is working on the tax fore-
closure sale to be held in 2026.  
Hirsch plans to file the doc-
uments on January 1.  There 
was a discussion about adding 
a transfer to the 2027 Budget, 
transferring money from the 
General Fund to a Law Enforce-
ment Building Fund.  Hirsch 

will work on the Resolution for 
this.

Resolution No 25-49, 25-88 
and 25-112 pertaining to trans-
ferring of funds in the General 
Fund and Road & Bridge Fund 
to Special Ambulance, Land-
fill Capital Outlay and Special 
Machinery were approved on a 
motion by Stithem and second 
from Emigh.  Carried 3-0

Resolution No 26-02, 26-03 
and 26-04 pertaining to wages 
for employees were approved 
on a motion by Stithem and 
second from Emigh.  Carried 
3-0

Multiple treasurer abate-
ments were approved on a  
motion by Stithem and second 
from Emigh.  Carried 3-0.  The 
abatements were due to the tax 
sale on severed minerals that 
were purchased by the land-
owner.

The Board, by consensus, 
agreed to stay in Western Prai-
rie RC&D for 2026, but will not 
remain in KNRC.

Emergency Management 
was briefly discussed.  The 
KDOT Agreement pertain-
ing to the signage project was 
signed in multiple spots by the 
Board.  Bracht will forward to 
KDOT.

Bracht discussed the Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield 2026 renew-
al.  Rates increased by 35%.  
The BCBS representative along 
with the Freedom Claims rep-
resentative agreed that moving 
to an age-based plan would be 
more beneficial financially to 
the County.  Changing to this 
type of plan and increasing 
the deductible makes the in-
crease less than 2%.  Stithem 
made a motion to approve the 
2026 Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
insurance renewal, chang-
ing to an age-based plan and 
increasing the deductible to 
$7,100/$14,200.  Emigh second-
ed.  Carried 3-0

The December 9, 2025 Min-
utes were approved as amend-
ed on a motion by Stithem and 
second from Emigh.  Carried 
3-0

Stithem made a motion to 
approve the December 16, 2025 
Warrant as presented.  Emigh 
seconded.  Carried 3-0

The following Warrant was 
approved and signed by the 
Board:

Spec Hwy $35,443.00
At 11:04 with no further busi-

ness, Stithem made a motion 
to adjourn.  Emigh seconded.  
Carried 3-0.  The last regular 
meeting of the year will be 
Monday, December 29, 2025, at 
8:00 a.m. in the Commission-
er’s Room.

Attest: Heather Bracht, 
County Clerk, Mike “Buck” 
Mader, Chairman
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