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One small positive thought 
in the morning

can change your whole day.
~unknown

Look for something positive 
in each day,

even if some days
you have to look
a little harder.

~unknown
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The Hoxie High School stadium has a new look. It is now all dressed up in the Hoxie School colors – red, white, and black. There are new seats as well. Just in time for the 
new school year.

The Hoxie High School stadium was a WPA (Works Progress Administration) construction project. The stone was quarried locally for the stadium’s construction and 
was completed in October 1936, during the Depression. The Football Stadium Project was approved in January 1936 and was considered to be one of the most significant 
improvements in the history of the Sheridan County High School, now Hoxie High School.

The stadium provided both a modern athletic facility and employment for local residents during the Depression. This WPA-built stadium has served as the home field for 
Hoxie’s football and track teams for many years and remains a notable part of the school’s history.

The Works Progress Administration (WPA) was established by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on May 6, 1935. Its purpose was to combat the massive unemployment 
caused by the Great Depression by providing paid work for millions of Americans, particularly unskilled men. The program’s projects laid the foundation for many public 
facilities still in use today.

Some WPA projects are recognized as historical sites because they are preserved physical remnants of the New Deal era and obtained a listing on the historical registries. 
In Kansas, Dighton High School Stadium (Lane County, built 1937) and Stoecker Bridge (Hodgeman County, built late 1930s–1940) are two such projects that applied for 
and obtained historical status. Hoxie’s stadium does not have this designation, so is not on any historical registry. There are certain requirements that must be met for this 
designation. (Sentinel Staff photo)

Hoxie High School Stadium Receives Update

FHSU Hosts Celebration Activities for America’s 250th

By FHSU University Marketing and Strategic Communications
Hays - Fort Hays State University (FHSU) is proud to announce a semester-long celebration marking the historic 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 

Independence. 
Guided by Tebo Library, the American Democracy Project, the Department of History and Philosophy, and Student Engagement and Belonging, FHSU invites everyone 

to learn, reflect, and connect. 
Events, including speakers, trivia, a fun run, and community service opportunities, take place from August through November across campus and in the community, with 

multiple options to join hybrid events via Zoom. 
Starting September 14 and running through December 18, 2026, visitors can experience two distinct exhibitions on the FHSU campus.
“Declaration 1776: The Big Bang of Modern Democracy” will be displayed in the Main Level Gallery of Tebo Library. This traveling exhibition from the Gilder Lehrman 

Institute of American History is presented by Humanities Kansas. It is made possible by the Kansas Arts Commission and the United Methodist Health Ministry Fund, and 
locally, through a partnership with Tebo Library and the Hays Public Library. 

Using powerful primary sources, the exhibit explores how the revolutionary promise that “all men are created equal” has inspired global movements for equality and self-
determination over the last 250 years. It also features a unique “Kansas 1776” section spotlighting the land that would become Kansas two and a half centuries ago. 

“Moments that Made US” will be displayed in the Main Level Display Wall in FHSU’s Memorial Union. Developed by History Colorado and a multi-state collaborative 
team that includes the Kansas Museums Association, this exhibit explores the core ideals of America’s founding documents and fosters reflection on the triumphs, struggles, 
and turning points that have defined the nation. 

The 250th Challenge offers a variety of humanities, media, and service challenges to complete on your own time, with each completed challenge earning a prize entry. 
Seven Humanities Challenges are each paired with a Humanities Challenge Chat led by Dr. Rob Byer, assistant professor of philosophy, to offer a casual way to connect with 
others. These challenges are as simple as visiting a museum or art gallery, journaling, or having an intentionally deep conversation with a friend or loved one. Each challenge 
has context and suggestions for enriching your humanities experience. 

Five Media Challenges encourage participants to read books or watch content that expands their knowledge and context of the Founding Era and American History. 
Lastly, a 250-minute Service Challenge is an opportunity to serve your community with your time and talents. 
After completing any of the 250th Challenges, campus and community members can submit a form at www.bit.ly/FHSU250Challenge, which counts as a prize entry. 

Submit the form for each completed challenge for a better chance of winning prizes, including Chamber Cheques and prize baskets featuring FHSU and USA gear. 
For more information about the events, challenge criteria, Zoom registration for hybrid events, and to access the prize entry forms, visit www.fhsuguides.fhsu.edu/250/.

Greenskeeper’s Revenge 
Tournament Saturday

What is a Greenskeeper’s Revenge Tournament? 
Basically, the greenskeeper gets to take over and 

make the course as ridiculous and fun as possible! 
Expect crazy pin placements, different obstacles, and 
a few surprises along the way. It’s all about having fun 
and definitely not your normal competitive round of 
golf!

WHEN: Saturday, August 29
ENTRY FEE: $140 per team (includes lunch and hole 

prizes) 
REGISTRATION: 8:15 AM
TEE OFF: 9:00 AM
Go out to see what kind of revenge the greenskeeper 

has planned!

Sheridan Lake Project 
Community Meeting 

September 30
There will be a public meeting on the Sheridan Lake 

Project at the Hoxie High School auditorium with 
Secretary Kennedy, Ryan Stucky, and the engineers 
on Wednesday, September 30, at 7:00 pm. There is 
conflicting information from what was presented in the 
meeting with Secretary Kennedy. Join the community 
in the auditorium to have your voices heard regarding 
all the conflicting information and that the residents 
of Sheridan County want the project done now, not 
several years in the future.

Summer Activities at Long Term Care
LeAnn Simon and 

Donna Mowry enjoy 
cutting up and canning 
peaches.

The garden at the Am-
berMed LTC is growing 
melons and tomatoes, 
and their potted flowers 
brighten the courtyard.

(AmberMed LTC Ac-
tivities photos)
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The Closer You Get 
to the Cross, the 

Quieter the Crowd 
Gets

Everybody loves 
Jesus when the bread 
is being passed 
around. Thousands 

gathered when He fed the multitude. Crowds 
pressed in when people were healed. Everybody 
wanted to SEE something. Everybody wanted to 
GET something. But when Jesus started talking 
about surrender, denying ourselves, carrying a 
cross, following Him when it actually COSTS 
something, the crowd started getting smaller.

John 6 says many of His disciples turned back 
and stopped following Him when His teaching 
became hard. Man, that hits me. Because sometimes 
we love the Jesus who provides…but struggle with 
the Jesus who says:

FORGIVE THEM. LET IT GO. GIVE IT UP. 
LOVE THEM ANYWAY. DENY YOURSELF. 
FOLLOW ME.

We love praying: “Father, bless me,” “Father, 
open this door,” “Father, protect my family,” And 
there’s nothing wrong with asking our Father for 
those things. But what happens when Jesus stops 
handing us bread, AND HANDS US A CROSS?

That’s where we find out whether we wanted 
Jesus, or just what Jesus could give us. Look at 
Gethsemane. Jesus had the Twelve. Then He 
took Peter, James, and John farther. Three. And 
even they couldn’t stay awake. Then came the 
arrest. Fear. Scattering. And eventually, the cross. 
CROWDS FOR THE MIRACLES. FEWER FOR 
THE HARD TEACHING. A HANDFUL NEAR 
THE SUFFERING.

Because the closer 
we get to the cross, 
the less this becomes 
about what we can 
GET and the more 
it becomes about 
what we’re willing to 
SURRENDER. The 
cross doesn’t feed our 
ego. IT KILLS IT. And 
I’m standing right there with us. There’s still pride 
in me God has to work on. Still comfort I hold too 
tightly. Still times I want God’s will, as long as His 
will looks like mine.

So, the question isn’t: “Why aren’t THEY 
following Jesus?”

The question is: HOW FAR ARE WE WILLING 
TO FOLLOW HIM?

When nobody applauds? When friends don’t 
understand? When obedience costs us? When the 
prayer doesn’t get answered our way? When Jesus 
is all we’re getting, IS JESUS STILL ENOUGH?

Homie, maybe a smaller crowd doesn’t mean 
we’re walking the wrong direction. Sometimes 
obedience gets lonely. But if the crowd disappears; 
WE KEEP WALKING. If the road gets narrow; WE 
KEEP WALKING. If all we see ahead is a cross; WE 
KEEP WALKING. Because if that road leads us 
closer to Jesus, WE DON’T NEED A CROWD TO 
WALK IT.

“From this time many of his disciples turned 
back and no longer followed him.” — John 6:66

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow 
me.” — Luke 9:23

U.S. 36 Resurfacing Project 
to Begin in Rawlins County
The Kansas Department of Transportation plans 

to begin a resurfacing project on U.S. 36 in Rawlins 
County the week of Aug. 24.

Crews will complete a mill and overlay on 
approximately 10 miles of U.S. 36 starting near County 
Road 407 (Beardsley corner) and ending at the K-25 
junction in Atwood.

Traffic will be reduced to one lane where crews are 
actively working and directed by flaggers and a pilot 
car during daylight hours. Travelers should expect 
delays of up to 15 minutes. KDOT reminds motorists 
to stay alert, follow posted signs and refrain from using 
hand-held mobile devices in all active work zones. 

Work is expected to be completed in late September, 
conditions permitting.

APAC Kansas Inc., of Hutchinson, is the primary 
contractor for the $2.7 million project. For more 
information, contact KDOT Area Construction 
Manager Todd Anderson at 785-953-6011 or todd.
anderson@ks.gov.

A small group enjoyed the monthly potluck lunch 
held at the Sunflower Senior Center in Jennings on 
August 12. Guests included Doyle and Kay Brown; 
Julie Carter; Dorothy Vacura; Stanley Shimek; Ramona 
Shaw and Adriene Vacura representing Decatur Health 
Systems. Reminiscing was enjoyed after the bountiful 
meal. The next scheduled luncheon will be held at the 
Center on September 9, at noon.

Don’t forget to attend the Jennings Fun Day and 
Celebrating America’s 250th Birthday sponsored by the 
Jennings Fire Department and the City of Jennings on 
Saturday, August 29.

Parade will begin at 1:00 p.m. followed by fun 
activities, the usual fireman’s barrel competition, 
supper at 5,  an auction at 7, and ending the evening 
with a street dance with music provided by Mobile 
Music Express.

Family members enjoying a vacation to Lincoln City, 
OR, included Chris Gillespie and Tom Neff, Marion; 
Kevin & Colleen Wagoner, Sharon Springs; Mark & 
Shelley Shaw, rural Logan; Cindy Black, Gem; Jeff & 
Mary Wahlmeier, rural Clayton; and Ramona Shaw, 
Jennings.  An ocean front house was enjoyed with 
many outlaying activities to be enjoyed. A day of ocean 
fishing even sent fish home with them.

Angelus 4-H
Roles were reversed 

when the Angelus 4-H 
Club held their meeting 
on August 23. The 
parents took on the 
responsibilities of the 
offices their children 
usually carry out. 
President, Kevin, called 

the meeting to order in the Angelus Church basement.  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  A prayer was 
said. Ryan led the group in singing “The ABCs” song. 
Secretary, Amanda, took roll as all present answered 
the question, “ Where would you be if not here tonight?” 
Amanda then read the minutes of the May and February 
meetings which were approved after a correction was 
made. Bills were presented for the pizza served after our 
tour and ingredients for pie making day. Jessica gave 
the Treasurer’s Report. Amanda, as Parliamentarian, 
informed us that all members have an equal right to 
vote on matters brought before the club. Marty left us 
with a chuckle with his joke and Kevin reminded us the 
State Fair will be this month. Marty taught us how to 
say hello in several languages because if you ever visit 
a foreign country, you should at least know how to say 
that in their language. A safety tip from Kevin was to 
be careful when driving because of all the corn corners 
in the rural areas. Alex led us as we recognized the 
many July and August birthdays by singing “Happy 
Birthday” and handing out treats. An ag fact by Marty 
was that California grows 350 different crops!

Amanda presented the Council Report. We all 
thanked the Moss family and the Extension Board for 
doing such a great job in the absence of an extension 
agent. She reminded parents to pay for any t-shirts 
they had purchased. Record books will be due to Linda 
and Amanda by October 10, so they can be signed. 
Achievement Banquet will be November 8, at 5:00. 
Each family is to bring a side and a dessert. Angelus is 
in charge of setting up that day.

Committee reports: The members were asked if they 
liked the way tour was arranged this year and they all 
said yes. Jessica suggested all members wear a 4-H 
t-shirt to school during 4-H Week. Because of the freeze 
in the orchard, the club had no peaches to sell.  Our club 
will celebrate Veterans Day in November as we have in 
the past.

Old business: There was much discussion about 
how to make next year’s fair less hectic for families-- 
-changing the clean-up day and the day of the 
livestock judging contest, having Arts and Crafts and 
Photography entries judged the same day as the Style 
Revue, and holding the superintendents meeting the 
same day as fair set up were a few ideas tossed around.

New business: Alex moved to pay the bills as 
presented and the motion carried. The junior leaders 
will meet a half hour before the September meeting 
to select a slate of officers for next year. Jonathan 
mentioned that since we did not have a money-making 
event this year, one idea would be to serve a meal or 
make pies to sell using the renovated grocery store in 
Grinnell. 

Program: Since the March meeting was canceled and 
he was not able to present his talk, Jayden gave us some 
very helpful tips on how to grow a garden and a website 
that will plot out where to plant what. Kevin handed 
out Sire Directories and explained how he chose what 
bull to breed his cows to and why. He had brought a 
nitrogen tank and explained how cold it must be kept.

The members played a game of tag outside. Kevin 
read the agenda for the September meeting. The 
meeting was adjourned and the 4-H ledge recited.

FHSU Announces
2026 Homecoming Events

 
By FHSU Alumni Office 
Hays - Gather friends, family, classmates, and 

teammates and make plans to come home for Fort Hays 
State University’s Homecoming weekend, October 
1 - 3! Visit FHSUhomecoming.com for additional 
information and to view a full schedule of the planned 
festivities. Several events on Friday, October 2, and 
Saturday, October 3, require advanced registration 
prior to September 20, so don’t delay. 

Take a look at the schedule below and contact the 
FHSU Alumni Office at alumni@fhsu.edu or 785-628-
4430 with any questions. 

Friday, September 25 
•	 Chamber Chat: Promoting FHSU Homecoming 

and Oktoberfest – FHSU Robbins Center, Memorial 
Union, Peter Werth Black and Gold Room, 9 a.m. 

Monday, September 28 – Sunday, October 4 
•	 Online Homecoming – FHSU.edu/

homecoming/online 
Wednesday, September 30 
•	 Royalty Meet and Greet and Treats – FHSU 

Quad, 11 a.m. 
Thursday, October 1
•	 Homecoming Golf Tournament* – Smoky Hill 

Country Club, Registration 8 a.m., Shotgun Start 9 a.m. 
(Registration Full)

•	 Tiger Bonfire – FHSU Robbins Center, 7:30 
p.m. 

Friday, October 2 
•	 Bickle-Schmidt Athletic Complex Ribbon 

Cutting – Bickle-Schmidt Athletic Complex, 9 a.m.
•	 Alumni Award 

Recipients Meet and 
Greet – Tebo Library, 9:30 
– 11:00 a.m. 

•	 Oktoberfest – 
Hays Municipal Park, 
visit OktoberfestHays.
com for details.

•	 Half Century 
Club Social, Luncheon, 
and Induction* – 
Memorial Union, 
Ballroom, Social 11 a.m., 
Luncheon and Induction, 
12 p.m. Price for luncheon 
is $25.

•	 C a m p u s 
Walking Tour – Gather in 
Memorial Union, Sunset 
Atrium, 1:30 p.m.

•	 Class of 1966 and 
1976 Optional Campus 
and Hays Bus Tour – 
Gather in Memorial 
Union, Sunset Atrium, 2 
p.m.

•	 Football Reunion 

and Social – Bickle-Schmidt Athletic Complex, 6:00 
p.m. This event is for former FHSU football players and 
staff. Price for reunion and social is $30.

•	 Alumni and Friends Awards Banquet* – 
Memorial Union, Ballroom, Social 6:30 p.m., Dinner 
7:30 p.m. Price for banquet is $30. 

Saturday, October 3
•	 Class of 1966 and 1976 Reunion Breakfast* – 

Memorial Union, Stouffer Lounge, 8:30 a.m. Price for 
breakfast is $20. 

•	 Library Employee Reunion Breakfast* – Tebo 
Library, Robbins Forum, 9 – 11 a.m. Group photo at 10 
a.m. This event for former library employees is free to 
attend, courtesy of Deb Ludwig and Lynn Haggard.

•	 Campus Buildings Open to Tour – 9 a.m. – 3 
Continued on page 5
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BULLDOGS	       INDIANS	           RED DEVILS      THUNDERHAWKS

School News coming soon!

Ludell Wins Tournament
Oberlin Herald - 

August 19, 1971
In a pitching duel 

that had an overflow 
crowd’s undivided 
attention, Ludell 
defeated Decatur Co-
op 2-1 Sunday night 
to win the eight-team 
invitational softball 
tournament at Brown 
Memorial Park.

Winning pitcher 
was Chuck Focke, who 
allowed only two hits, 
a run-scoring bunt by 
Decatur hurler Derry 
Bishop and a single 
by LaMoine Wolfram. 
Bishop, who was 2-1 in 
the tournament, gave 
up just three hits.

Selden defeated 
Norcatur 12-6 in the 
consolation game.

Ludell drew first 
blood, Focke going 
home on a single 
to right by Richard 
Rippe. Donnie 
Cameron scored on 

Bishop’s bunt in the bottom of the first to even the score. 
Ludell came back in the third to get the winning run 
when Ron Rippe crossed home plate on Rich Rippe’s fly 
to left.

In first-round play Wednesday, Decatur defeated 
Herndon 8-6, and Norcatur eliminated Colby 8-3. 
Thursday night, Ludell bombed Bird City 13-3, and 
Selden defeated Rexford 5-4.

Friday night, Decatur scored a 6-2 win over Norcatur, 
and Ludell dumped scrappy Selden 5-2. The finals were 
rained out Saturday night and were played then on 
Sunday.

Below - Derry Bishop, Decatur Co-op hurler, starts 
to take a healthy cut at a fast ball in the finals of the 
Oberlin softball tournament Sunday night. Bishop got 
one of Decatur’s two hits in the game.

GROW was proud to provide a $25,000 grant to 
USD 294 to help purchase a new play structure for 
the Oberlin Elementary School playground, and 
we’re thrilled to see the project completed.

The new equipment is a fantastic addition to the 
playground features that were installed last year. 
Together, they have transformed the playground 
into an exciting, inclusive space where students 
can climb, play, imagine, and have fun with their 
friends.

Seeing kids enjoy a safe, welcoming playground 
makes this investment in our community even 
more rewarding. We can’t wait to see years of 
smiles, laughter, and memories made here! 

GROW Decatur County Foundation is an affiliate 
of GNWKCF.

(Photos by GROW Decatur County Foundation)

USD #294 Receives $25,000 GROW Grant

The GROW Decatur County Foundation is pleased to 
announce a $750 grant to Minding Our Mental Health, a 
fund under GROW, to support marketing and outreach 
efforts for a community fundraising campaign aimed at 
bringing a Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation (TMS) 
machine to Oberlin.

The initiative began when a group of local Rotarians 
recognized a critical need for expanded mental health 
services in northwest Kansas. Motivated by the 
growing demand for effective treatment options, they 
came together to launch a campaign to raise the funds 
necessary to purchase a TMS machine and make the 
innovative therapy available locally.

TMS is a non-invasive treatment that uses magnetic 
pulses to stimulate specific areas of the brain associated 
with mood regulation. The treatment is most commonly 
used for individuals suffering from depression who 
have not found relief through medication or traditional 
therapies. Patients remain awake during treatment, and 
the procedure does not require surgery or medication. 
For many individuals, TMS has provided life-changing 
results and renewed hope in their mental health journey.

The need for this service is particularly significant 
in rural Kansas, where access to specialized mental 
health treatment can be limited. Once operational, 
the Oberlin TMS machine will be the only TMS unit 
in Kansas west of Hays, giving patients across a large 
geographic region access to treatment much closer to 
home.

In addition to improving access to mental health 
care, community leaders believe the project will have a 
positive economic impact on Decatur County. Patients 

who currently travel significant distances for treatment will instead have the option to receive care locally, bringing 
visitors to the community and supporting local businesses. The availability of advanced healthcare services can 
also strengthen the region’s ability to attract and retain residents, families, and professionals.

The marketing grant is just one piece of GROW’s commitment to expanding mental health services in the area. 
The Foundation has also awarded $150,000 to High Plains Mental Health Center to help bring a mid-level provider 
to Oberlin. This provider will play a vital role in overseeing the operation of the TMS machine, seeing patients, 
managing treatment plans, and writing prescriptions. Together, these investments represent a significant step 
toward creating a more comprehensive and sustainable mental health care system for Decatur County and the 
surrounding region.

“Access to quality mental health care is essential for the health and well-being of our communities,” said Karen 
Storrs, Executive Director of GROW Decatur County Foundation. “We are proud to support local leaders who 
saw a need and took action. Bringing TMS therapy to Oberlin has the potential to improve lives, strengthen our 
healthcare system, and create lasting benefits for our region.”

Community members interested in supporting the TMS project can contribute to the Minding Our Mental 
Health Fund through the GROW Decatur County Foundation and help make this important service a reality for 
northwest Kansas.

GROW Decatur County Foundation is an affiliate of GNWKCF and can be reached at 785-475-6321, info@growdcf.
org, PO BOX 153 Oberlin or in our office at 177 S. Penn Ave in Oberlin. 

GROW Grant Supports Effort to Bring
Advanced Mental Health Treatment to Oberlin

Museum News
By Shari Buss, Director, Hansen Museum 
Labor Day weekend is quickly approaching, and that 

means one thing in Logan—it’s almost time for the 48th 
Annual Hansen Museum Labor Day Celebration!

Before getting into all the fun planned for this year, 
there is one important reminder: although it is called 
the Labor Day Celebration, the event is always held on 
the Sunday before Labor Day. This year’s celebration 
will take place Sunday, September 6th, at the Logan 
Golf Course. Be sure to mark Sunday on the calendar 
so you don’t miss out!

The day gets underway with the Dane G. Bales Jr. 
Memorial Car Show, held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. There 
is no entry fee. This year’s featured car is a beautiful 
1955 Ford Fairlane Crown Victoria, owned by Linda 
Artz. Car enthusiasts will want to spend plenty of time 
checking out the vehicles, visiting with their owners, 
and seeing who takes home this year’s awards.

There will be plenty happening beyond the car 
show. The Sand Volleyball Tournament begins at 
11am, followed by the Kids’ Pedal Tractor Pull at 2pm, 
with registration opening at 1pm. The Logan Fire 
Department Cornhole Tournament begins at 2pm, 
with registration at 1pm. Kids can also enjoy free face 
painting and temporary tattoos by Color Me Crazy! 
Face Painting, along with inflatables and games.

Be sure to come hungry! The Junior Class will have 
a food booth, so plan to enjoy lunch and supper at the 
celebration while supporting the Junior Class. There 
will be plenty of other tasty choices throughout the day, 
too, with the Triple C Lemonade trailer, Buck’s Snow 
Shack, and The Corn Kettle all on hand with tasty 
treats.

As afternoon turns to evening, get ready for some 
fantastic live music! The Innocence from Kearney, 
NE, takes the stage at 5:30pm. These five talented 
musicians bring impressive vocals and a great mix 
of music spanning a variety of genres and eras. With 
something for just about every musical taste, don’t be 
surprised if a favorite song has you singing along—or 
even dancing! Grab a lawn chair, settle in, and enjoy a 
great evening of music under the open sky.

When the music winds down, the celebration certainly 
isn’t over! At dark, Rainbow Fireworks of Inman, will 
light up the sky with a fantastic fireworks display. It is 
always one of the highlights of the celebration and the 
perfect finale to a full day of fun.

The Hansen Museum Labor Day Celebration 
has become a longtime tradition filled with cars, 
competition, music, food, family fun, and a chance 

to spend the day with friends and neighbors. Thanks 
to the generosity of the Dane G. Hansen Foundation, 
admission and activities are free—just bring along a 
little spending money for food, beverages, and treats!

So, remember: Labor Day Celebration means 
SUNDAY in Logan! Make plans to join the fun Sunday, 
September 6, at the Logan Golf Course. Come for the 
car show, stay for the music, grab something delicious 
to eat, and don’t miss those fantastic Rainbow Fireworks 
at dark!

The Hansen Museum is located at 110 W. Main Street 
in Logan, Kansas. Museum hours are Monday through 
Friday from 9am-12pm and 1-4pm; Saturday from 
9am-12pm and 1-5pm; and Sunday and holidays from 
1-5pm. Admission is always free courtesy of the Dane G. 
Hansen Foundation.  For additional information, please 
call 785-689-4846 or visit www.hansenmuseum.org. 
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The Sheridan Sentinel
785-675-3321

In an effort to streamline the call process with 
calls for service the Hoxie Police Department 
phone number has changed to 785-675-3481. This 
will ring you into Sheridan County Communications 
as they already dispatch for the police department. 
This will allow trained dispatchers to take your 
information/complaint and dispatch the police 
department to you. This will also provide 24/7 
phone coverage when the City Office is closed. 
As always, the Hoxie Police Department is here 
to serve you and assist with any issues you may 
have.

Paul Wisinger, Chief
Hoxie Police Department

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

CONTACT YOUR COMMISSIONER
Chairman: David Stithem ~ sixds@ruraltel.net

Vice-Chair: Buck Mader  ~  mcauto2@outlook.com 
Kyle Emigh ~ ebrosfarms@gmail.com

Submission Guidelines
Print-ready ads and content deadline: noon Tuesday
Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.

Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must be 
emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in .jpg or .png format.

All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).
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p.m.
•	 Campus Walking Tour – Gather in Memorial 

Union, Sunset Atrium, 9:30 a.m.
•	 Oktoberfest – Hays Municipal Park, visit 

OktoberfestHays.com for details.
•	 Class of 1966 and 1976 Parade Watch 

Transportation – Memorial Union, Load West Side, 
10:45 a.m.

•	 Parade – The Bricks in Downtown Hays, 11 a.m.
•	 Tebo Library Open House – Tebo Library, 1 – 3 

p.m.
•	 Tiger Tailgate* – Lewis Field Stadium, East 

Lawn, 5 p.m. Price for tailgate buffet is $20.
•	 Football Game – Lewis Field Stadium, FHSU 

vs. Missouri Southern, Pre-Game 6:30 p.m., Kickoff 7 
p.m. Purchase game tickets from FHSU Athletics by 
phone at 785-628-4050, online at FHSUathletics.com, 
or at the gate. 

*Denotes events that require advanced registration 
prior to September 20 by visiting FHSUhomecoming.
com

Victor E. Apparel & Gift Co. in the Memorial Union 
will be offering a 20% discount in-store on all regularly 
priced items the Friday and Saturday of Homecoming 
for Tiger fans looking for new FHSU apparel and 
memorabilia. 

For questions, contact the FHSU Alumni Office at 
alumni@fhsu.edu or 785-628-4430.

Continued from page 2
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2026 Women in Business 
Conference Announced

Topeka - The Kansas Chamber today announced 
the 2026 Women in Business Conference, “Lead with 
Influence: for the Moments That Matter”, taking place 
November 4, at Townsite Tower in Topeka.

The Chamber has reimagined the program 
around how women build influence, lead with 
conviction, navigate difficult conversations, and move 
organizations forward. The day will feature keynote 
speakers, candid panel discussions, an interactive 
session, and dedicated space for connection among 
women leaders from across the state.

Confirmed speakers include Jeanne Sparrow, Katie 
Patterson, Dr. Katie Ervin, Kristen O’Shea, and Audra 
Dinell, with additional speakers and program elements 
to be announced in the coming weeks.

Registration is now open. For event details, speaker 
information, sponsorship opportunities, and the full 
agenda, visit KansasWIB.com.

To register to attend as media, contact Jessalyn 
Hollenbeck at jessalynh@kansaschamber.org.

Safe Kids Kansas,
State Farm, KDOT, and 

KDHE Partner Up for Safety 
Message

Topeka – Thousands of vehicles will travel the 
Kansas roadways during the Labor Day weekend. Many 
families will head out for the long weekend as summer 
ends and the school year begins. Safe Kids Kansas, in 
partnership with the Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment (KDHE), State Farm Insurance and the 
Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), want 
to encourage families to buckle up and drive safely to 
protect their most important cargo, their families.

This year, Aug. 31 - Sept. 13, a safety belt awareness 
campaign called “Bucks for Buckles” will be held in 44 
cities across Kansas. Local volunteers will distribute 
dollar bills to drivers who have all occupants buckled up 
securely in their vehicles. Those riding unrestrained will 
receive educational materials about the effectiveness of 
seat belts and child safety seats when it comes to saving 
lives and reducing injuries.

“Every trip you take in a vehicle has some risk of 
being involved in a crash,” Safe Kids Kansas State 
Director Cherie Sage said. “That’s why it’s so important 
to be prepared by wearing your seat belt and using 
appropriate child safety seats and booster seats for 
every person, on every ride.”

According to the KDOT 2025 Occupant Protection 
Observation Survey, 84.7% of Kansans were wearing 
their seat belts, compared to the national average of 
91% in 2024. Kansas saw a 1.5% decrease from 2024 
to 2025. Seat belts save more than 15,000 lives yearly 
and are the best defense against drunk, aggressive and 
distracted drivers.

“Wearing a seat belt can cut your risk of a serious 
injury in a vehicle crash by up to 50%,” Sage said. “It 
takes just a few seconds to buckle up, and that simple 
step can help save your life. Make it a habit every time 
you get in the vehicle.”

For more information about safety belts or child safety 
seat use, call 785-296-1223 or visit SafeKidsKansas.org, 
SafeKids.org or find us on Facebook and Instagram: @
safekidskansas.

Treasurer Steven Johnson 
Statement on National Debt 

Reaching $40 Trillion
 
Topeka – Kansas State Treasurer Steven Johnson 

today issued the following statement on the 
announcement on Wednesday that the United States 
national debt has now reached $40 trillion. Johnson, 
who is a member of the National Debt Crisis Task 
Force of the State Financial Officers Foundation, has 
consistently warned state and federal lawmakers that 
the national debt is unsustainable and threatens the 
financial stability of the United States, the dollar as the 
world’s reserve currency, and our nation’s position of 
global leadership.

“The announcement that the national debt has now 
reached $40 trillion is both frightening and sobering. 
The national debt is now costing the U.S. Treasury 
more than $3 billion a day in service payments. Our 
ability to service the national debt is waning, a reality 
underscored by the fact that the annual interest 
payment now surpasses each of the annual budgets 
of the United States Military and Medicare. Without 
action, the cost of debt service will soon surpass the 
annual cost for Social Security. The deteriorating 
federal fiscal situation is unsustainable, irresponsible 
and dangerous, as well as a threat to our national 
security.

“This year the United States is scheduled to 
borrow more than $2 trillion to help pay for its debt 
obligations.  Interest payments to investors who have 
purchased America’s debt now make up about half 
of the annual debt, pushing the nation into a deeper 
-and unsustainable- financial hole. The yield on 30-
year U.S. Treasuries hit its highest level in nearly two 
decades this week, meaning higher borrowing costs 
for consumers and businesses. The U.S. debt-to-GDP 
ratio is becoming increasingly unbalanced (currently 
at 122%) and lenders will attach a higher risk premium 
to lending, pushing up interest rates as a result.

“The national debt is a bipartisan problem and 
demands a bipartisan solution.  I call upon the nation’s 
leaders to demand a return to fiscal responsibility and 
to adopt policies that reduce our spiraling national 
debt.”

About Treasurer Johnson
Steven Johnson was elected the state’s 42nd state 

treasurer in 2022 and assumed office on January 9, 
2023. Johnson currently serves on the board of directors 
for the National Association of State Treasurers (NAST) 
and as national Chair of the 529 Network. Johnson is 
committed to serving Kansas as both a reliable banker 
for state funds and a responsible fiduciary of the state’s 
invested dollars.

Guidance for Those 
Purchasing Suppressors, 
Short-Barreled Shotguns

Topeka – Kansas Attorney General Kris Kobach 
today issued guidance to Kansans seeking to purchase 
suppressors or short-barreled shotguns in the wake of a 
recent federal court decision.

On August 5, Kobach and a coalition of 14 other states 
and a group of private associations and businesses 
prevailed in a lawsuit against the U.S. Department of 
Justice and the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Firearms (ATF). In a landmark victory, the court issued a 
preliminary injunction declaring that certain elements 
of the National Firearms Act are unconstitutional 
and prohibiting the ATF from imposing registration 
requirements on particular purchasers of suppressors, 
short-barreled rifles and short-barreled shotguns.

Individuals who fall into the categories below no 
longer need to complete ATF Form 4 or wait for ATF 
approval before purchasing a suppressor, short-
barreled rifle or short-barreled shotgun. These items 
may now be obtained by completing ATF Form 4473, 
the same form required for the purchase of all other 
firearms, at the time of purchase.

“The state of Kansas and our fellow plaintiffs won a 
great victory against the U.S. Department of Justice, 
which had been wrongly defending an unconstitutional 
law,” Kobach said. “The federal government has 
no right to demand that American citizens ask for 
permission before putting an accessory on a firearm to 
protect their hearing. Our Constitution provides for a 
government of limited powers at the federal level. We 
must always be vigilant to enforce those constitutional 
limits, especially when government threatens the right 
of Americans to keep and bear arms.”

In order to make a purchase without NFA registration, 
a person need only be in one of these categories:

•	 Current or future members of Gun Owners of 
America

•	 Customers purchasing a suppressor, short-
barreled rifle or short barreled shotgun from one of the 
following businesses:

a) Silencer Shop
b) Palmetto State Armory, LLC
c) B&T USA, LLC
d) SilencerCo Weapons Research, LLC
e) A company that is a member of the Firearms 

Regulatory Accountability Coalition
At this time, it is unclear whether all residents of 

Kansas are included under the court’s ruling. However, 
the federal court may soon clarify this question. In the 
meantime, an individual can become a member of Gun 
Owners of America and qualify as a person covered by 
the federal court’s injunction.

The case is the latest in which Kansas has led a 
multi-state coalition to defend the right of Americans to 
acquire and own firearms. In December 2025, Kobach 
led 21 states in urging another federal district court 
to find federal regulations of untaxed firearms to be 
unconstitutional.

DOT ‘Drive Sober or
Get Pulled Over’
Safety Campaign

 
As Labor Day approaches, the Kansas Department 

of Transportation reminds motorists to celebrate 
responsibly by driving sober during the holiday 
weekend.  

To deter impaired driving, motorists will see 
increased local and state law enforcement presence 
on Kansas roads from Aug. 19-Sept. 7 as part of the 
national Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over enforcement 
campaign. 

Although 2025 data showed a decrease in alcohol-
related crashes compared to the previous year, 
preliminary Kansas data for 2025 indicates that alcohol-
impaired driving still had devastating consequences. 
An estimated 66 people were killed and more than 950 
were injured in crashes involving an alcohol-impaired 
driver. In addition, drug-related crashes claimed 
51 lives and injured 240 people. Every one of these 
crashes — and the resulting deaths and injuries — was 
preventable. 

“Even a small amount of alcohol can affect a 
person’s ability to drive,” said KDOT Behavioral Safety 
Manager Gary Herman. “Impaired driving can have 
life-changing consequences for the driver, passengers 

Continued on page 8
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Ask About
multi-week discounts

785-675-3321
Blackwood Family Dentistry

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
314 Main Street

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240
Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net

YOUR AD HERE
785-675-3321
716 Main St, Hoxie



 AGRICULTUREThursday, August 27, 2026    Page 7
The Sheridan Sentinel

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                      
 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 

 

SELLER:  VACURA FAMILY 

 

LLAANNDD  AAUUCCTTIIOONN
664400++ AACC  IIRRRRIIGGAATTEEDD,,  CCRROOPPLLAANNDD  &&  GGRRAASSSS

DDEECCAATTUURR CCOOUUNNTTYY,,  KKAANNSSAASS
AABBSSOOLLUUTTEE

 LEGAL DESCRIPTION:   
S/2 of Section 17-4-27 & N/2 of Section 20-4-27 

 
 

AUCTION LOCATION:  
CITY HALL, JENNINGS, KANSAS 

 

CALL MIKE BAILEY @ 785-678-8082 

 
 

FOR SALE BILL & DRONE VIDEO VISIT 
www.farmandranchrealty.com 

 
 

           “When you list with Farm & Ranch, it’s as good as SOLD!” 
 

 FFAARRMM  &&  RRAANNCCHH  RREEAALLTTYY,,  IINNCC..  

PO BOX 947 • COLBY, KS  67701 
 800-247-7863 

   DONALD L. HAZLETT, Broker/Auctioneer 

ON-LINE & PHONE BIDDING ALSO AVAILABLE. 
REGISTER @ www.farmandranchrealty.com 

 

 
FSA INFO:   
 IRRIGATED AC:    90.0+  
 DRYLAND AC:  359.34+ 
 GRASS AC:       265.98± 
CROPS: Seller to retain 100% of 
the 2026 corn crop. 
MINERAL RIGHTS: All Seller’s 
interest will transfer to Buyer. 
POSSESSION: Date of closing 
on open acres and after 2026 fall 
harvest on planted corn acres. 
IRRIGATION INFO: 
Sec 17-4-27 has 1 irrigation well 
and an Electrigator sprinkler 
 
 
 

Follow us on social media 

K LANE 

2000
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County Farm Bureau
Presidents Conference 

December 5
County Farm Bureau Presidents: Save the date for 

the County Presidents Conference Dec. 5 at Kansas 
Farm Bureau headquarters in Manhattan. Registration 
opens Sept. 1 for one person per county. Additional 
registration spots will open October 16.

Kansas Crop Progress
and Condition

Manhattan - For the week ending August 16, 2026, 
there were 6.2 days suitable for fieldwork, according to 
the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
Topsoil moisture supplies rated 25% very short, 35% 
short, 38% adequate, and 2% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
supplies rated 24% very short, 36% short, 39% adequate, 
and 1% surplus.

Field Crops Report: Corn condition rated 12% very 
poor, 17% poor, 29% fair, 33% good, and 9% excellent. 
Corn silking was 94%, equal to last year, and near 95% 
for the five-year average. Dough was 78%, near 77% last 
year and 75% average. Dented was 41%, ahead of 35% 
last year and 34% average. Mature was 8%, ahead of 1% 
last year, and near 4% average.

Soybean condition rated 3% very poor, 11% poor, 32% 
fair, 45% good, and 9% excellent. Soybeans blooming 
was 88%, near 86% last year, and equal to average. 
Setting pods was 67%, equal to last year, and near 65% 
average.

Sorghum condition rated 11% very poor, 22% poor, 40% 
fair, 24% good, and 3% excellent. Sorghum headed was 
62%, behind 70% both last year and average. Coloring 
was 20%, near 18% both last year and average.

Cotton condition rated 6% very poor, 16% poor, 41% 
fair, 30% good, and 7% excellent. Cotton setting bolls 
was 89%, near 88% last year and 87% average. Bolls 
opening was 8%, equal to last year, and near 9% average.

Pasture and Range Report: Pasture and range 
conditions rated 12% very poor, 18% poor, 33% fair, 31% 
good, and 6% excellent.

Manhattan - For the week ending August 23, 2026, 
there were 6.0 days suitable for fieldwork, according to 
the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
Topsoil moisture supplies rated 25% very short, 36% 
short, 36% adequate, and 3% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
supplies rated 25% very short, 38% short, 34% adequate, 
and 3% surplus.

Field Crops Report: Corn condition rated 14% very 
poor, 17% poor, 27% fair, 34% good, and 8% excellent. 
Corn silking was 97%, equal to last year, and near 98% 
for the five-year average. Dough was 87%, equal to last 
year, and near 85% average. Dented was 55%, near 53% 
last year and 54% average. Mature was 16%, ahead of 
10% last year, and near 12% average.

Soybean condition rated 4% very poor, 13% poor, 33% 
fair, 44% good, and 6% excellent. Soybeans blooming 
was 94%, near 91% last year and 92% average. Setting 
pods was 78%, near 77% last year and 75% average. 
Dropping leaves was 2%, near 1% last year, and equal 
to average.

Sorghum condition rated 12% very poor, 21% poor, 39% 
fair, 22% good, and 6% excellent.  Sorghum headed was 
72%, behind 83% last year and 81% average. Coloring 
was 28%, equal to both last year and average. Mature 
was 3%, near 5% last year and 2% average.

Cotton condition rated 5% very poor, 21% poor, 49% 
fair, 21% good, and 4% excellent. Cotton setting bolls 
was 93%, near 95% last year and 92% average. Bolls 
opening was 13%, near 12% last year and 15% average.

Pasture and Range Report: Pasture and range 
conditions rated 11% very poor, 19% poor,

35% fair, 28% good, and 7% excellent.

Perspectives on
Historically Low Wheat Crop

A promising wheat crop can change quickly when 
the rain stops and the temperature climbs.

The 2026 growing season put that reality on full 
display across Kansas and Oklahoma, providing 
producers and researchers with lessons on how 
management, genetics and flexibility can help wheat 
withstand a season when nearly everything goes wrong.

On the latest episode of the Wheat’s On Your Mind 
podcast, host Aaron Harries sat down with K-State 
wheat and forages specialist Romulo Lollato, Ph.D., 
CSIRO farming systems agronomist John Kirkegaard, 
Ph.D., and podcast producer Dave Deken (agricultural 
media professional) for a roundtable discussion 
examining the 2026 crop and what producers can carry 
forward into the next growing season.

The Kansas crop entered winter with plenty of 
potential. Timely fall moisture helped establish wheat 
in the plains. Above-average temperatures encouraged 
tillering and root development, leaving the crop in 
excellent condition by December.

Wheat continued growing through the warmer winter 
using stored soil moisture. March and April remained 
dry, as above-average temperatures accelerated crop 
development. Multiple freezes damaged wheat across 
the state, followed by hail in May. When rain finally 
came, much of the crop was too far along to recover lost 
yield potential and wet conditions prolonged harvest.

For Kansas producers, the difficult season became 
more than a story about lost bushels. It provided a 
real-world test of how planting date, variety selection, 
grazing, nitrogen management and modern wheat 
genetics can give producers more options when weather 
changes the potential of a crop.

That contrast was visible throughout the growing 
season. The same large, well-tillered plants that created 
optimism in the fall required additional water through 
the warm winter. By spring, those plants were entering 
their highest-demand growth stages with less moisture 
available in the soil profile.

Similar challenges played out in Oklahoma, where 
Deken described tremendous variability between 
counties and individual fields. From Southern Oklahoma 
North, yields grew, but very little due to dry conditions 
and variable temperatures. The Oklahoma Grain and 
Feed Association reported that the Oklahoma wheat 
crop came in at half of normal state totals.

Some producers chose to leave cattle on poor-looking 
wheat rather than take those fields to grain harvest. The 
decision highlighted one of the themes that emerged 
from the discussion: maintaining options can be 
particularly valuable when yield potential deteriorates.

Kirkegaard saw that flexibility through the lens of 
Australian wheat production. Wheat and livestock are 
commonly integrated in Australian systems, allowing 
producers to graze a crop, cut it for hay or continue 
toward grain harvest depending on conditions. Earlier 
planting can also help producers take advantage of 
stored moisture while creating additional forage.

Modern wheat genetics provided another layer of 
resilience. During the 2026 Wheat Quality Council 
Wheat Tour, Harries and Lollato saw fields where 
primary tillers had been killed by freeze damage but 
secondary tillers continued developing and producing 
heads. Harries noted that grain quality reports also 
showed respectable test weights despite the stress 
placed on the crop.

Timely moisture showed just how narrow the 
difference between a poor crop and a much better one 
could be.

Those conditions also give researchers an 
opportunity to evaluate management decisions under 
the same stresses producers experienced.

One example is nitrogen management. Lollato and 
his research team are evaluating historical weather and 
field trial data to estimate the probability of reaching 
different yield potentials when producers are making 
nitrogen decisions in February or March. The approach 
could help producers better match one of their largest 
input costs with changing yield potential rather than 
managing solely for the crop they expected when it was 
established in the fall.

Despite the difficult season, wheat continues to earn 
its place in Kansas crop rotations through more than 
grain yield. Lollato pointed to residue production, soil 
moisture conservation, weed management, rotational 
diversity and grazing opportunities as reasons he 
expects Kansas wheat acreage to remain relatively 
stable. The weather producers face in the next wheat 
crop will be impossible to control, but the lessons 
learned in 2026 can help inform the decisions they do 
control.

Listen to the full 
Wheat’s On Your 
Mind episode at 
wheatsonyourmind.com.

KFB President Comments 
on Trump’s Beef Import 

Announcement
Late last week, President Trump announced a 90-day 

plan to allow up to 300,000 metric tons of imported 
ground beef into the U.S. without triggering additional 
out-of-quota tariffs. Trump said he had secured a 
commitment for the beef to be sold at 25 percent below 
current market prices. The announcement comes as 
consumers face high beef and grocery prices, with 
the November midterm elections just a few months 
away. Kansas Farm Bureau President Glenn Brunkow 
released a statement on the impacts this will have on 
Kansas cattle ranchers.

“The answer to increasing prices in grocery stores 
isn’t selling out American farmers and ranchers to buy 
votes in November,” Brunkow said. “I know we all want 
lower prices at the grocery store, but President Trump’s 
plan to increase beef imports would have serious 
long-term consequences for Kansas ranchers and 
consumers. Free markets are the best way to ensure a 
safe, nutritious and affordable beef supply. President 
Trump’s call to sell foreign beef below market prices is 
bad for consumers, destructive for ranchers and anti-
American in principle. I strongly urge the president to 
reconsider this initiative and will gladly work with the 
administration to identify ways to support American 
cattle producers and expand the domestic herd to meet 
demand.”

From Stress to Strength: 
Women in Agriculture 

Webinar
Join the Kansas Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership 

Committee for a Lunch and Learn webinar featuring 
Rebecca McFarland, district director and family and 
community wellness agent with K-State Extension.

Discover practical strategies for navigating stress 
and building strength in the unique world of agriculture. 
Join the webinar August 28 from noon–1 p.m. on Zoom. 
Register at https://bit.ly/45EJPPW.



Commission 
Minutes

8/18/26

OBITUARY

Larry Evan Turley, 
age 64, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, 
August 17, 2026, at his 
home in Hoxie, KS. He 
was born on December 
6, 1961, in Scott City, the 
son of Gary Earl Turley, 
Sr. and Catherine Ann 
(Bennett) Turley. He 
spent his early years 
in Scott City, and later 
relocated multiple 

times before settling in Hoxie, where he called 
home. He spent most of his life as a blue-collar 
worker, owning a construction company, working 
in the oil fields, and as a heavy equipment operator.

He loved playing Canasta, cheering on his 
grandchildren at their sporting events, fishing, 
camping, and playing pool.

On June 23, 1989, he married Pamela J. 
Sanderson, in Greeley, CO. She passed away on 
March 30, 2023, in Delta, CO.

Survivors include daughters: Sonya (Chad) 
Pace of Stratton, CO; Shannon & Christy Hoyda of 
Burlington, CO; sons: Evan Turley of Hoxie; Eric 
Hoyda of Cope, CO; Cory Hoyda of Torrington, 
WY; brothers: Gary Jr. Turley of Arkansas and 
Alan Nickerson of Evans, CO, and Father Gary 
Turley, Sr; and multiple grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Pamela, and his mother. Catherine.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 10:30am 
(CST) Saturday, August 29, 2026, at the First 
Baptist Church in Scott City, with Kyle Evans 
presiding.

Memorials in lieu of flowers may be made to 
the Larry Turley Memorial Fund in care of Price 
& Sons Funeral Home, PO Box 553, Scott City, 
Kansas, 67871.

Interment will take place at the Scott County 
Cemetery following services.

Larry Turley
December 6, 1961 ~ August 17, 2026
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Now on this 18th day 
of August 2026, the 
Board of Commissioners, 
Sheridan County, Kansas, 
met in regular session 
with Chairman David 
Stithem presiding. Other 
members present were 
Mike “Buck” Mader, 
Steve Hirsch, County 
Attorney, and County 
Clerk, Heather Bracht. 
Kyle Emigh was not in 
attendance.

At 8:00 a.m. Stithem 
called the meeting to 
order.

Those in attendance 
stood and recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Janet Dinkel, 
dispatcher, came to the 
table to talk with the Board 
about the emergency 
preparedness position. 
Dinkel feels like it is a job 
she is qualified to do. The 
Board and Dinkel talked 
briefly about the position 
and what she might like 
for a wage. Since Emigh 
was not available, they 
will talk next week with 
him and be back in touch 
with Dinkel.

Joe Herskowitz, Road 
& Bridge Supervisor, and 
Rodrigo Hernandez came 
to the table. Herskowitz 
advised the Board that the 
decking for the “Brown” 
bridge is not here yet. 
The decking is currently 
removed so once the new 
decking gets here, it can 
be put on.

The DWR for road 
10W should be done 
this week. Once Penco 
Engineering can see the 
DWR is approved, Road 
& Bridge employees will 
work on the culverts. 
Stithem made a motion 
to purchase the culverts 
from J & J Drainage 
Products at a cost of 
$21,000. Mader seconded 
the motion. Carried 2-0

Trees are being cut that 
have been brought down/
damaged due to wind in 
storms. Employees are 
still mowing and blading. 
There was a discussion 
about the grass dumping 
site. There is abuse going 
on with trash and limbs 

being put there. If this 
continues, the Board will 
consider charging or 
changing the rules.

At 8:30 Mader made 
a motion to enter into 
executive session for 
a period of 10 minutes 
for the discussion of 
non-elected personnel. 
Stithem seconded. 
Carried 2-0. Present 
were the Board, Bracht, 
Hirsch, Herskowitz, and 
Hernandez. The door 
opened at 8:40.

Road conditions were 
discussed. Herskowitz 
has not received any 
estimates for road work 
to be done in the Ron 
Bixenman area. A Road 
& Bridge employee 
passed away suddenly 
this morning. There will 
be some changing of 
employees to different 
sections for a while.

The Board briefly 
discussed the new law 
enforcement building. 
Hirsch will talk with 
Gilmore/Bell about the 
possibility of having 
a bond election on the 
November General 
Election ballot. Bracht 
advised the Board she 
was advised by Election 
Source, the vendor who 
does the ballots for the 
county, that they need 
ballot information for 
the general election by 
Monday, August 31.

At 9:15 Stithem opened 
the Budget Hearing for 
Sheridan County. There 
was discussion about 
a few things within the 
budget. There being 
no further discussion, 
Stithem made a motion, 
seconded by Mader, to 
accept the budget for 2027 
as presented for Sheridan 
County. Carried 2-0

Mader made a motion 
to approve the August 
11, 2026 Minutes as 
amended. Stithem 
seconded. Carried 2-0

On a motion by Mader 
and second from Stithem 
the August 14, 2026 
Payroll was approved as 
presented. Carried 2-0

The following payroll 
was reviewed and 
approved by the Board:

General $72,803.38
Road & Bridge	

$28,007.03
Nox Weed $2,543.38
Public Transp.	$709.00
Landfill $2,253.30
MV $1,292.00
At 9:47 a.m. with 

no further business, 
Stithem made a motion 
to adjourn, seconded by 
Mader. Carried 2-0. The 
next regular meeting will 
be Tuesday, August 25, 
2026, at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioner’s Room.

Attest: Heather Bracht, 
County Clerk, David 
Stithem, Chairman

and everyone sharing the 
road. A single decision 
to drive after drinking 
can result in serious 
consequences, including 
fines, jail time, injuries or 
even death.” 

KDOT encourages 
drivers to:  

•	 Designate a 
sober driver or use a cab 
or ride-share service if 
planning to drink or use 
drugs.  

•	 Never let 
someone who is impaired 
by alcohol or drugs 
drive. Take the keys and 
arrange a sober ride.  

•	 Make sure all 
guests at gatherings have 
a safe way home.  

•	 Contact local law 
enforcement if you see an 
impaired driver on the 
road. 

Drivers can find more 
educational resources 
on impaired driving by 
visiting the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration’s website 
at www.nhtsa.gov/risky-
driving/drunk-driving 
and www.nhtsa.gov/
r i s k y - d r i v i n g /d r u g -
impaired-driving. 

For the latest updates 
on road closures 
and conditions, 
v i s i t   K a n D r i v e . g o v , 
call 511 in Kansas or 
866-511-5368 outside 
Kansas. Travelers who 
need assistance on the 
highway can dial *47 for 
the KHP or *582 while on 
the Kansas Turnpike. If 
it’s an emergency, call 911.

Continued from page 5

DOT
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PUBLIC NOTICE

(Last Published in The Sheridan Sentinel August 27, 2026)

(First published in The Sheridan Sentinel August 13, 2026)

PUBLIC NOTICE
(First published in The Sheridan Sentinel on August 20, 2026)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, KANSAS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

Case No.: SD-2026-PR-000002

FRED L. MOSS, DECEASED
TITLE TO REAL ESTATE INVOLVED
(Petition Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)

NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are notified that a petition has been filed in this Court by Kristine P. 

Moss, duly appointed, qualified and acting Executrix of the Estate of Fred L. 
Moss, deceased, requesting that Petitioner’s acts be approved; account be settled 
and allowed; the heirs be determined; the Will be construed and the Estate be 
assigned to the persons entitled thereto; the Court find the allowances requested 
for attorneys’ and accountants fees and expenses are reasonable and should be 
allowed; the costs be determined and ordered paid; the administration of the 
Estate be closed; upon the filing of receipts the Petitioner be finally discharged 
as the Executrix of the Estate of Fred L. Moss, deceased, and the Petitioner be 
released from further liability.

You are required to file your written defenses to the petition on or before 
September 23, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. in the District Court, in Hoxie, Sheridan County, 
Kansas, at which time and place the cause will be heard. Should you fail to file 
your written defenses, judgment and decree will be entered in due course upon the 
petition.

Kristine P. Moss, Petitioner

SUBMITTED BY:
John D. Gatz, #10808
Gatz & Ress LLP
505 N. Franklin Ave., Ste. A
P.O. Box 346
Colby, KS 67701
Phone: 785-460-3383
Fax: 785-460-7104 
john@gatzlaw.net
Attorney for Petitioner

(Last published in The Sheridan Sentinel on September 3, 2026)

Richard Leon Pedigo, 80, of Hoxie, departed this 
earthly life on August 18, 2026, after a long battle 
with cancer. Richard was born in Great Bend, Kansas, 
on October 21, 1945, to Alvin and Jessie (Eveleigh) 
Pedigo.  After graduating from Great Bend High 
School with the Class of 1963, Richard worked 
alongside his father in the house-moving business. 
As soon as he turned 18, he proudly joined the United 
States Marine Corps. Richard proudly served in the 
Marine Corps, completing two tours in Vietnam 
before returning home. Vietnam was a place he never 
forgot and carried memories from that time that he 
never forgave himself for.

He married Mildred Donner, and they had two children, Richard Pedigo Jr. and 
Melissa Pedigo.  In 1992, Richard married Cheryl (Ginther) Wente and became a 
bonus parent to Cheryl’s stepchildren, Spring (Wente) Plummer and Shane Wente.

Richard helped with his father’s house-moving business and eventually worked 
for Cottonwood Cattle Co. and Prickett and Son, hauling cattle. After retiring 
from hauling cattle, he went to work for Taylor Implement Co., Inc., as a combine 
mechanic.

Richard is survived by his wife, Cheryl, of Hoxie; his son, Rick, and fiancée, 
Susan, of Buffalo, Texas; and his daughter, Melissa, and husband, Todd, of Great 
Bend, Kansas ;grandchildren, Nathaniel and Dylan Pedigo, McKenna Hanks, and 
Bradley (Emily) Hanks; his “bonus” family, Spring (Corey) Plummer of Council 
Grove and their children, Jailen, Bentley, Staley, Landon, and Ace; and Shane 
(Audra) Wente of Hoxie and their children, Shayanne, Macy, and Gunner, sisters, 
Connie Daniels and Carol (Jim) Wilson; brother-in-law, Kerry (Marcia) Ginther; 
niece, Rhiannon McNulty; and many nieces, nephews, cousins, in-laws, and great 
friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Alvin & Jessie Pedigo; infant brother, 
Kenny; in-laws, Virgil & Evelyn Ginther; brothers-in-law, Jim Daniels and Ken 
Ginther; and grandson, Colby Pedigo.

Many who knew Richard knew that he believed in God and country. He was a 
man of few words, but when he spoke, people listened. He was a proud Marine, a 
hardworking man, and a person whose life and memories will remain with those 
who knew and loved him.

Visitation was held Sunday, August 23, 2026, at Mickey-Leopold Funeral Home. 
Funeral Services were held Monday, August 24, 2026, at Christ Community 
Church in Hoxie. Luncheon immediately followed services. Burial at Lucerne 
Cemetery followed the luncheon.

Memorials are suggested to the Sheridan County Benefit Walk.

Richard Pedigo
October 21, 1945 ~ August 18, 2026

OBITUARY

Gary Dale Robinson 
passed away at the 
age of 84 on August 
13, 2026.  Gary was 
born in Shattuck, OK 
on January 28, 1942 
to his parents Delmar 
and Alene (Glenn) 
Robinson.  Gary was 
raised in Strong City, 

OK, where he attended Elementary School then 
later attended High School in Cheyenne, OK.  He 
went on to receive his bachelor’s degree from 
Panhandle A & M College in Goodwell, OK. Gary 
married Jerrie (Reagan) Robinson in Clayton, NM 
on May 27, 1967.  Gary and Jerrie became true 
partners in all aspects of their 54 years together.  
They were proud of their 3 children, especially the 
families and lives they created.  

Gary held various jobs throughout the years.  He 
spent the majority of his life as a cattleman.  G and 
R Cattle Company started in Northwest Kansas 
and later moved operations to the Bowling Green, 
KY area.  Gary and Jerrie worked hard to develop 
a successful business.  His career required lots of 
traveling and brought opportunities to add to his 
many lifelong adventures.

If you were lucky enough to know Gary, then you 
probably have a story to tell.  Gary was a cowboy 
through and through, continuing to ride all his life.  
At 83 he was still taking part in fall roundup.  He 
was an avid bird hunter, loved his dogs, and never 
missed an opening weekend hunt.  Gary also made 
it his mission to stay in contact with his family and 
friends, both old and new.  After caring for and 
losing Jerrie, he found new purpose when a special 
young man came into his life and began many new 
adventures.

Gary received Christ at a young age.  He faithfully 
attended Sunday service and was a strong believer 
in the power of Sunday School.  He remained a 
strong student of the Bible throughout this life.  
Gary relied on his faith to guide him through both 
the trials and celebrations of life, while setting this 
example for his children.

Gary is preceded in death by his wife Jerrie, his 
parents, his brother Farrell Robinson, and his sister 
Sue (Robinson) Sanchez.  

Gary is survived by his children Debbie and 
Joe Powders of Freedom, OK; Gaylon and Sherry 
Robinson of Cimmaron, KS; Tammy and Brendan 
Fangman of Dumas, TX; Datavius Ford of Arapaho, 
OK; grandchildren Kelsy and Justin Boots, Jesse 
Powders, Baylee and Andrew Robinson, Macy 
Fangman; great grandchildren Cooper, Bella, 
Rowdy, Charlie; extended family; and of course, his 
many, many wonderful friends.

The family would like to extend a huge, heartfelt 
thank you to the many friends and neighbors who 
were there for Gary in his times of need.  Your 
love and care for our Dad and Papa will never be 
forgotten.  

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to 
the Strong City Cemetery, Strong City, OK and the 
First Baptist Church of Bulter, OK.  

Gary Robinson
January 28, 1942 ~ August 13, 2026

OBITUARY

The Kansas Press Display Ad Network

the Kansas Press Association.
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Income Tax Preparation
Tax Projections

Farm & Business Planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA 

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

“You Crop Insurance Headquarters”
Steven A. Watkins, MBA
Crop Insurance Specialist
901 Trail Ave.
PO Box 840
Hoxie, KS 67740

Toll Free: 1-800-232-3239
Office: 785-675-3239

Fax: 785-675-3230
Cell: 785-675-1017

Nights & Weekends: 785-675-9966

E-mail: watkinscroptax@yahoo.com
www.watkinscropinsurance.com

CLASSIFIEDS 
Septic Tank Pumping

&
Installation

LARRY’S
PLUMBING

785-462-3458

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED: 
Hoxie Feedyard & PSI 
are always interested in 
visiting with good people 
about a good job. We offer 
competitive pay and great 
benefits. Please call Scott 
Foote 785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---
HELP WANTED: The 

Sheridan County Road 
& Bridge Department is 
accepting applications 
for an Equipment 
Operator. Experience 
and CDL preferred. This 
is a full-time position. 
Applications may be 
picked up at the Road & 
Bridge Office, Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 
am – 4:30 pm. Sheridan 
County offers competitive 
wages, retirement, 
and health insurance. 
For questions and to 
request an application 
by mail, contact Joe 
Herskowitz at 785-675-
3621. Applications will 
be accepted until the 
position is filled. EOE

---40/TFN---

FOR SALE: Crooked 
Creek Angus Registered 
2-year-old bulls located in 
St. Francis, 785-332-6206, 
www.crooketcreekangus.
com.

---7/TFN---

For Sale
Place your 25-word 

classified in the Kansas 
Press Association and 
135 more newspapers for 
only $300/ week. Find 
employees, sell your 
home or your car. Call the 
Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today! 

For Sale: 2000 Pontiac 
Firebird Trans Am White 
Color Mileage: 17,100 Like 
New Please call (308) 
350-2213

Miscellaneous
We Buy Houses for 

Cash AS-IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 

Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-913-365-1969 

We Buy Vintage 
Guitars! Looking for 
1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call 
for a quote: 1-877-905-
0723 

CASH PAID FOR 
HIGH-END MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-877-591-1108

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-877-850-0048

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 
1-877-625-8924

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR HEALTH 
INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a 
majority of people 
struggle to pay for health 
coverage.  Let us show 
you how much you can 
save.  Call Now for a no-
obligation quote: 1-877-
329-3270 You will need 
to have your zip code 

to connect to the right 
provider.

INJURED IN AN 
ACCIDENT?  Don’t 
Accept the insurance 
company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties 
are entitled to cash 
settlements in the 
$10,000’s. Get a free 
evaluation to see what 
your case is really worth. 
100% Free Evaluation. 
Call Now: 1-877-631-6845

AGING ROOF? NEW 
HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider 
that proudly stands 
behind their work.  Fast, 
free estimate. Financing 
available.  Call 1-877-
835-0240 Have zip code 
of property ready when 
calling!

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-877-
420-3509 Have zip code 
of service location ready 
when you call!

NEED NEW 
WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? 
Need outside noise 
reduction? New, energy-
efficient windows may 
be the answer! Call for 
a consultation & FREE 
quote today. 1-877-514-
4844 You will need to 
have your zip code to 
connect to the right 
provider.


