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Hays — Two leaders from Hoxie Scouts BSA Troop 
160, chartered by American Legion Post No. 221, were 
recognized Saturday, February 21, at the Wheatland 
and Tomahawk District Baden Powell Award Dinner in 
Hays.

Beverly “Miss Bev” Rucker was named Tomahawk 
District Outstanding Scoutmaster of the Year. The 
award honors a Scoutmaster who demonstrates strong 
leadership, mentorship, and steady support for their 
troop. Rucker has been active in Scouting since 2001, 
when her sons joined, and served as Scoutmaster 
since 2019, helping to establish the first troop for girls 
in Scouting America. In addition to her Scoutmaster 
duties, she helped restart Cub Scout 160 Pack in 2024 
and currently serves as its Cubmaster. Troop leaders 
described her as consistently willing to give time and 
energy wherever there is a need.

Monica Reuber received the Tomahawk District 
Outstanding Assistant Scoutmaster of the Year award, 

Hoxie Troop 160 Leaders Honored

Coniinued on page 8

Rocky’s Bait and Tackle to Open Saturday
The Sentinel staff recently had the opportunity to 

visit with Amy Coffel about the new business near 
Studley, Rocky’s Bait and Tackle.  

Amy and Rocky met in Colorado a few years ago and 
started discussing the dream of owning property to 
start a business for a hunting spot and bait shop. They 
moved back to Quinter and started the process. The 
goal was to wait until the lake opened back up, but with 
delays in that process, they are having their opening 
this weekend, February 28.

They purchased the land south of Sheridan State 
Lake and had a cabin custom made by the Amish in 
Missouri. Much time and effort was put into having the 
electricity, water, and propane installed. 

Saturday, February 28, the bait and tackle shop will 
be open for business. They are hoping the community 
will come out to help celebrate and take a tour of the 
building, see what is available, and make suggestions 
of what people would like to see.

Currently, they have coolers, a soda fountain, snacks, 
coffee and a popcorn machine installed. They also have 
their licensing to sell beer and tobacco products as well 
as fishing licenses. They have their own ice machine. 
Future plans are to have crock pot meals available for 
dine-in or carry-out. 

The shop will be specializing in bait and tackle 
to include frozen bait, live bait, and worms; with the 
live bait tank already installed.  They will also have a 
variety of camping supplies and some grocery items 
available for your campfire meals.

Future plans also include construction of a deck on 
the south side of the shop for outdoor entertainment 
and events and adding cabins and camper parking sites 
available for rent.

Coniinued on page 8

Special Community Project 
Finally Begins

By Sofia White, Special Projects Coordinator, 
Sheridan County Community Foundation

Hoxie - Exciting things are happening on Hoxie’s 
Main Street as the long-envisioned Pocket Park project 
officially moves toward construction in 2026.

Years ago, the Sheridan County Community 
Foundation held a vote in which the community 
indicated a project they would like to see happen in 
Hoxie. The winner idea at that time was to transform the 
long-empty lot between the Hirsh & Abbott Law Office 
and First State Bank into a vibrant “Pocket Park.” After 
years of dreaming, planning, and navigating a few ups 
and downs, the project is now becoming a reality with 
a commitment of grant funding from SCCF and others 
as well as in-kind contributions from several generous 
project partners.

The new park will bring a welcoming and engaging 
space to the heart of downtown Hoxie. Designed 
to celebrate Main Street’s history while creating 
opportunities for connection, the park will serve as a 
gathering place during business hours, evening events, 
special celebrations, and community activities for 
years to come.

The Pocket Park will include such features as a 60-
foot, large-scale mural highlighting the history of Main 
Street, a shade structure, seating with accessibility 

Coniinued on page 5

The Hoxie wrestlers and coaches showcase their achievements after winning the regional wrestling 
tournament on Saturday, February 21. (Photo by Tennille Giancola)

Hoxie Boys’ Wrestling Wins
Regional Wrestling

By Carley Cooper
The Hoxie boys wrestling team traveled to Norton 

on Saturday, February 21, to compete in the 3-2-1A 
Regional Tournament. The 14-member Regional squad 
battled through each match and will now advance 
11 boys to the State tournament, all driven by a hard-
fought determination to succeed for themselves and 
their team. The Hoxie boys wrestling team lost 5 
seniors from last season, but they gained a group of 
underclassmen who have stepped up and filled those 
spots confidently as the season has progressed. Hoxie 
is also coming off a 5-year team title streak, hoping to 
extend it another year. 

The state qualifiers are freshman Porter Meyer (106) 
who placed 3rd at regionals, sophomore Bradyn Wilson 
(113) who placed 2nd, junior Gunner Wente (120) who 
placed 2nd, freshman Simon Watkins (126) who placed 
1st, senior Ian Giancola (132) who placed 1st, sophomore 
Beau Koster (138) who placed 1st, junior Chase Meyer 
(144) who placed 2nd, sophomore Noah Nickleson (150) 
who placed 2nd, sophomore Travis Johnson who placed 
3rd, sophomore Carter Giancola (165) who placed 1st, 
and junior Mat Bretz (215) who placed 2nd. The team 
scored 253.5 points, beating the runner-up Norton by 
118.5 points. Alex Bufkin, Draden Herl, and Max Foote 
all wrestled well in the tournament but fell short in the 
consolation semifinals. 

After a hard-fought wrestling tournament, the 
Hoxie wrestling team will send 11 athletes to the State 
Tournament on February 27-28, in Hays. Competition 
begins Friday at 9:00 am at Gross Memorial Coliseum 
at FHSU. The team will continue the season with 
strong momentum and several top-seeded wrestlers, 
hoping to continue the legacy and bring home the sixth 
consecutive State Championship title.

Indians Dominate Regionals in Commanding Performance
By Shane Swords
Norton - On a snow-covered morning in Norton, the bus doors opened and the Hoxie High School Indians 

stepped off with quiet confidence and unmistakable purpose.
Five-time defending state champions.
A full 14-man roster.
One mission — advance to the Kansas State High School Wrestling Championships.
By nightfall, that mission had been accomplished in emphatic fashion.
Hoxie didn’t just compete at the regional tournament.
They dominated it.
A Championship Atmosphere
With hundreds of spectators packed into the gymnasium and teams from across the region battling for limited 

state berths, the stakes were crystal clear. In Kansas high school wrestling, regionals are unforgiving. Only the top 
finishers in each weight class move on. There are no second chances next week. You either earn it in the circle — or 
your season ends.

As the Star-Spangled Banner echoed through the arena and athletes stood shoulder-to-shoulder on the mat, the 
tone was set for a day defined by grit, speed, and high-level competition.

When the first whistle blew, Hoxie came out fast.
After the opening round, every Indian wrestler advanced.
Fast matches.
Multiple pins.
Dominant decisions.
The Indians were rolling — and they never slowed down.
By the Numbers: A Statement Performance
• 14 wrestlers entered
• 11 state qualifiers
• 4 Regional Champions
• 5 Regional Runners-Up
• 2 Third-Place Finishers
• 9 championship finalists
Every Hoxie athlete punched a ticket to state — either by reaching the finals or battling through the wrestle-back 

rounds with relentless determination.
Four Indians captured regional titles and will enter state as No. 1 seeds:
• Simon Watkins (126 lbs)
• Ian Giancola (132 lbs)
• Beau Koster (138 lbs)

Coniinued on page 7

Indian Wrestling Dominates...AGAIN!!
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The Selden Senior Citizens met on February 19, at 
the Community Center for a delicious meal prepared 
by Gloria Goscha of Midway Cafe followed by an 
afternoon of pinochle.  Those attending included 
Margee Wilson, Helen Carman. Carlene Bruggeman, 
Ellis Walker, Renee Filmore, Joan Austin, Steve Skubal, 
Betty Hickert, and John Milner.  Those staying to play 
cards included Boyd Wilson with a score of 369, JR 
Albers with a score of 363, Shirley Emigh with a score 
of 347, Steve Carman with a score of 308, Tammy Shaw 
with a score of 328, and Jacque Boultinghouse with a 
score of 361.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
February 26: Betty Schieferecke, Klint Wessel
February 27: Judy Rogers, Brittany Ritter Jeffery, 

Brantley Diers, Jill Reichert, Hadley Oakley
February 28: Pat Stevenson, Charlena Boultinghouse
March 1: Austin Spresser
March 2: Caleb Koerperich
March 3: Jerrie Jacobs
March 4: Nina Hunter

The Jennings Sons of American Legion Post 351 is 
holding a pancake feed at the Jennings Masonic Hall 
on Sunday, March 15 from 11:00 to 1:00. For a free will 
offering, the meal will offer all the pancakes, sausage, 
eggs, coffee and tea that you can eat. The guest speaker 
will be Jen Carder, of Hoxie. All funds received are 
used to support local service projects. 

 Please check Jennings Schools Alumni members’ 
information in the current alumni book for relatives, 
friends, and classmates and contact Marge Hartzog, 
785-678-3010 or PO Box 98, with any changes.

The Jennings American Legion will host their 
annual Pancake Feed on March 15, from 11am to 1pm 
at the Jennings Masonic Hall. Guest speaker will be 
Jen Carder of Hoxie at 1pm. The Jennings Sons of 
American Legion and Jennings Legion Auxiliary will 
assist with this event. All are welcome for a free will 
donation.

Dancing Together
for DSNWK

One of the year’s most inspirational events, 
“Dancing Together for DSNWK” is set for March 1, 
at Beach/Schmidt Performing Arts Center in Hays. 
Dancing Together for DSNWK is a unique opportunity 
for young dancers from the community to participate 
in a special dance recital with individuals served 
by Developmental Services of Northwest Kansas. 
DSNWK, and Styles Dance Centre joined together to 
put on the special event not only to raise money, but 
build awareness and community support.

Lobby doors open at 2:00 p.m. with raffle prizes 
available. Auditorium doors open at 2:30 p.m. with the 
performance to take place at 3:00 p.m. This event is a 
free will offering for admission with all proceeds going 
to DSNWK.

DSNWK is a 501(c)(3) non-profit serving those with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities in the 18 
most northwestern Kansas counties. Visit www.dsnwk.
org to learn more about services and ways to support.

Senator Rick Billinger
Newsletter

February 23, 2026
Across the United States, property taxes are a 

primary source of funding for local services as public 
schools, infrastructure, emergency services and 
community programs. While these services benefit 
communities, senior citizens and disabled veterans 
often argue that their income does not rise at the same 
pace as property taxes. To address these concerns, 
many states offer relief programs for seniors including 
Kansas. During the Legislative Session in 2021 a bill 
was passed and signed into law for property tax relief. 
This bill addresses property tax relief claims for senior 
citizens and disabled veterans. The rebate to you will 
be the difference between the 2021 real estate tax 
amount and the real estate tax amount as of the year 
you are applying for the rebate. A household adjusted 
gross income is also considered in this bill. A cost-of-
living adjustment is made to the household income 
limitation each year. For the calendar year 2025 your 
Adjusted Gross Income (KAGI) was $58,041 or less. 
Social Security benefits are subtracted from KAGI 
income limit. To qualify you must live in your home for 
the entire year you are requesting reimbursement and 
your house must be valued at $350,000 or less in the 
year you first qualify.

A RECAP TO QUALIFY: AGE/VETERAN STATUS: 
* 65 years or older for all the year you apply (born before 
January 1, 1961) or disabled veteran

* You own  and have lived in your house in Kansas for 
the entire year of the year you are applying for.

* Your home was valued at $350,000 or less in the 
year you qualified.

* Your total household income for the year 2025 was 
$58,041 (and may change annually) or less which does 
not include any Social Security you may be receiving.

To obtain a Property Tax Relief Form K-40SVR it may 
be downloaded from  https://www.ksrevenue.gov/pdf/
k-40SVR.pdf or call Kansas Department of Revenue for 
assistance 785 368-8222.

This last week Ways and Means completed the 
Budget, which has been 
sent to the printers. Over 
the next two weeks, both 
the House and the Senate 
will present and debate 
their budgets on their 
respective floors.

The “Unaffordable” 
Care Act, known as 
Obamacare, continues 
to make private health 
insurance extremely 
expensive for individuals. 
Many Americans turn 
to health care sharing 
ministry plans, which 
are considerably less 
expensive by making 
access to health care 
more affordable. SB 368 
passed the Senate and 
furthers the objective 
as it creates the Health 
Care Sharing Ministries 
Tax Deduction Act to 
provide a subtraction 
modification for qualified 
health care expenses.

I am honored and 
grateful to represent the 
40th Senate District in 
Kansas. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me 
by email: rick.billinger@
senate.ks.gov or call 
me with your questions 
or concerns. My office 
number is 785 296-7399 
or my cell number is 785 
899-4700. If you are in 
Topeka, stop by my office 
at 545-S.

Commerce Reopens
Tax Credit Opportunities 

for Nonprofits, Healthcare 
Entities

 
Topeka – Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of 

Commerce David Toland today announced the latest 
round of the Community Service Program (CSP) 
Tax Credits, making $4.14 million in state tax credits 
available for donors to qualified projects.

CSP Tax Credits provide an opportunity for private, 
non-profit organizations and public healthcare 
entities to incentivize private donations for one-
time, transformational projects that expand access to 
essential services and result in lasting benefits for their 
respective communities.

“Making Kansas the best place for all to call home 
takes strategic collaboration and innovative thinking,” 
Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of Commerce David 
Toland said. “CSP Tax Credits are a powerful tool our 
Kansas-based nonprofits and healthcare organizations 
can leverage to create or improve critical community 
assets — especially in our rural communities.”

Under the program, the state authorizes nonprofit 
organizations to offer tax credits to donors that make 
contributions toward approved projects. Organizations 
are chosen through a competitive selection process.

Approved projects include capital campaigns, major 
renovations, significant equipment purchases or 
capacity-building initiatives. Projects must fall within 
one or more eligible categories:

•	 Community services (including childcare)
•	 Non-governmental crime prevention
•	 Youth job and technical training
•	 Healthcare services
Applications will be open March 1 through April 

30, 2026. Those applying may request up to $200,000 
in tax credits. Applicants in rural communities with 
populations less than 15,000 are eligible for a 70% 

credit. Applicants not located in rural areas are eligible 
for a 50% credit. Awards will be announced by June 1 
and the tax credits will activate July 1.

If your organization is interested in applying for 
CSP, the Kansas Department of Commerce will host an 
introductory webinar at 1:00 p.m. Thursday, February 26. 
To register for the webinar, visit https://us02web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/Y1K5uSYpQDSpicGtlJKnaQ#/
registration.

For more information regarding CSP, including 
program guidelines and application materials, go 
to https://www.kansascommerce.gov/program/
community-programs/csp/. Interested parties may 
also contact Program Manager Kerri Falletti at Kerri.
Falletti@ks.gov.
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By Kendall Baalman
The Hoxie Indian basketball teams are headed into Sub-State action. The Lady 

Indians will host the Sublette Larks on Thursday, February 26, at the Colby Event 
Center. The boys’ team will play the Sterling Black Bears on Friday, February 27, at 
6:00 at Sterling High School.

“We are excited for Sub-State. Us girls are working together and getting our groove 
back,” said senior Allie Gourley.

“We are ready to give our all for the last games of our high school careers,” added 
senior Avery Mauck.

Senior Brodie Tremblay spoke on behalf of the boys’ team, saying, “It’s been a 
challenging season with ups and downs. We are looking forward to showcasing our 
abilities at Sub-State.” 

Hoxie Boys and Girls Head into Sub-State

(HHS Yearbook Staff photos)

Golden Plains 
Sophomore Adam Ritter 
gets off a deep shot 
against the St. Francis 
Indians in Rexford on 
February 16. The Dogs 
played a tough two-
quarter game falling 
to the Indians 21-25. 
(Photo by Judy Rogers)

By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains JV Boys basketball team played 

a close 2 quarter game with the St. Francis Indians in 
Rexford on February 16.  Despite their efforts, the Dogs 
lost to the Indians 21-25.

The Dogs got off to a quick lead in the first with 
baskets from Cristian Garcia and Ruxin Arnberger.  
The Indians answered but the Dogs added shots from 
Kelby Buehler and Arnberger to lead the Indians 13-7.

The Indians stepped up their game in the second 
quarter to add 18 points, including multiple free throws, 
to tie the game up at 21.  They hit several shots from the 
free throw line to claim the win 25-21.

Arnberger finished the game with 7 points for the 
Bulldogs along with 6 from Garcia.  Adam Ritter, Kelby 
Buehler, Brandon Karnes, and Javier Romero each 
added 2.  

“”I think we played really well,” said Karnes.  “We 
were more aggressive than we have been.  We got off 
our game for just a bit but came back on and finished 
the best we could.”  The JV boys will finish their season 
on February 20 when they host the Logan/Palco 
Trojans in Rexford.

JV Boys Play Close with Indians

Golden Plains Sophomore Brenlynn Rath posts up 
against St. Francis in Rexford on February 16. The 
Lady Bulldogs defeated the Indians for the second 
time this season in this rescheduled game. (Photo by 
Judy Rogers)

By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains 

Lady Bulldog basketball 
team claimed a 20-point 
win over St. Francis 
51-31 in Rexford on 
February 16.  “This was 
a really good game,” said 
Elizabeth Weiner.  “It was 
good to beat them again. 
It was a little rough in the 
beginning, but we did 
better as the game went 
on.” 

The Lady Bulldogs 
started strong and stayed 
their course.  They led 
9-5 at the end of the first 
quarter.  They pushed 
to add 19 in the second 
as their always tough 
defense held the Indians 
to 5 for a 28-10 half time 
lead.

The Dogs held the 
Indians to another 5 in 
the third quarter.  They 
added 12 of their own, 
extending their lead to 
40-15.  Backing off in 
the final minutes the 
Dogs only added 11 in 
the fourth as the Indians 
finished with 16.  The 
Dogs earlier lead gave 
them the win 51-31.

Three Bulldogs were 
in double figures with 
Brenlynn Rath scoring 13 
points, Elizabeth Weiner 
12, and Kailee Wessel 
11.  Anais Cepeda added 
9, Adilyn Meier 4, and 
Wendy Garcia 2.

Weiner pulled down 
15 rebounds along with 
10 by Rath, Wessel 5, 
Meier 4, Molly Ritter 3, 
and Cepeda 1.  Cepeda 
handed out 4 assists, Rath 
2, Wessel 2, Weiner 1, and 
Meier 1.  Meier claimed 4 
steals, Weiner 3, and Rath 
2.

The Lady Bulldogs 
finish their regular 
season games against 
Logan/Palco in Rexford 
on February 20.  “We 
hope to finish the season 
with another win over 
Logan,” added Weiner.

Lady Bulldogs Win by Twenty
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$263 Million Food Purchase
to Support U.S. Producers

Washington, D.C. - U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Brooke L. Rollins today announced the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s (USDA) intent to purchase up to 
$263 million in dairy and agricultural products from 
American farmers and producers to distribute to food 
banks and nutrition assistance programs across the 
country. These purchases are being made through 
USDA’s authority under Section 32 of the Agriculture 
Act of 1935 and will assist producers and communities 
in need. With this action, the Trump Administration 
is bolstering American prosperity by supporting 
American agriculture, rural communities, and those in 
need of nutrition assistance.

“From milk and dairy to fruits, legumes, and tree 
nuts, these staples are essential for feeding families 
and sustaining America’s agricultural economy,” said 
Secretary Brooke Rollins. “Through these Section 32 
purchases, USDA is delivering wholesome, real food 
to Americans while injecting critical dollars into local 
economies. By turning harvests into meals, we are 
not only stabilizing farm income and protecting rural 
jobs—we are nourishing our nation and supporting the 
farmers who feed America. Under President Trump’s 
leadership, these investments strengthen the food 
supply, sustain rural communities, and reinforce 
agriculture as a cornerstone of economic resilience.”

Agricultural Marketing Service Section 32 Purchases
AMS continuously purchases a variety of 

domestically produced and processed agricultural 
products. These “USDA Foods” are provided to USDA’s 
Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) nutrition assistance 
programs, including food banks that operate The 
Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP), and 
are a vital component of the nation’s food safety net. 
USDA AMS will purchase up to $263 million of the 
following commodities:

•	 Butter: $75 million
•	 Cheddar Cheese and Cheese Products: $32.5 

million
•	 Swiss Cheese: $10 million
•	 Fresh Fluid Milk: $20.5 million
•	 Ultra-High Temperature Milk: $10 million
•	 Chickpeas: $12 million
•	 Dried Beans (Black and Pinto): $25 million
•	 Fresh Pears: $15 million
•	 Lentils: $14 million
•	 Pecans: $10 million
•	 Split Peas: $24 million
•	 Walnuts: $15 million

FHSU Online Open House Event
 
By FHSU University Communications
HAYS, Kan. – Fort Hays State University Online 

invites prospective students to explore their future 
during the annual Online Open House on Tuesday, 
March 10, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. CDT. This virtual, drop-
in event is designed for prospective undergraduate and 
graduate students interested in either on-campus or 
online programs.

Participants can customize their experience by 
joining specific sessions that align with their unique 
academic and career goals.

Event Highlights:
•	 Live Department Presentations: Live sessions 

with faculty from Nursing, Psychology, Allied Health, 
Teacher Education, Leadership, History, and more.

•	 Financial Aid Workshop: Expert guidance on 
applying for and securing aid.

•	 Student Success Resources: Explore tutoring, 
career services, and health and wellness support.

•	 Admissions Access: Get real-time answers on 
the application and enrollment process for all FHSU 
programs.

Scholarship Opportunities:
All attendees will be entered into a scholarship 

drawing and may participate in the FHSU Discovery 
Quest Challenge for additional opportunities to earn 
scholarships toward their FHSU education.

Register today to reserve your spot: https://www.
fhsu.edu/online/open-house/

About FHSU Online: Fort Hays State University 
is a leader in distance education, offering over 200 
affordable, high-quality degrees and certificates. With 
a century of experience and a commitment to student 
success, FHSU delivers the best value in education, 
anywhere. Learn more at fhsu.edu/online.

New Kansas Bicycle Maps Now 
Available

The new 2026-28 Official State Bicycle Map of 
Kansas is now available from the Kansas Department 
of Transportation. Whether riding a few miles or 
cycling across the state, this edition offers a variety of 
information to help active transportation users plan a 
short trip or a long ride.

State bicycle maps and educational flyers with bicycle 
safety tips are free and can be ordered on KDOT’s 
website at http://www.ksdot.gov/KSBikeMap.

“Rail-Trails and the U.S. Bicycle Route System maps 
are included in the publication and showcase historic 
and unique places to visit along these routes,” said 
KDOT’s Active Transportation Manager Jenny Kramer. 
“We want residents and visitors alike to experience a 
few of the many venues and sights Kansas offers by 
bike while participating in active lifestyles.”

The map features color-coded highways to help riders 
distinguish traffic levels and varying route widths to 
show where shoulders are paved and wider than 3 feet. 
For those wanting to avoid highways, county roads 
are also shown using the same color coding for traffic 
ranges and denote whether they are paved or unpaved.

Additional features include:
•	 Rest areas and bike shops
•	 State parks and scenic byways
•	 Hospitals with 24-hour emergency care
•	 Past Biking Across Kansas routes
In addition, details and contact information on the 

new Kansas Trails Inc. organization are available. 
According to the group, its mission is to provide 
the resources, support and community connections 
needed to make trails across the state accessible and 
sustainable for everyone.

For more information or to order maps, send an email 
to KATE@ks.gov or call Kramer at 785-296-5186.

USDA Announces Request for 
Information on Data Products

Washington, D.C. - At the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural Outlook Forum 
today, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins 
announced a Request for Information (RFI) on 
Opportunities, Challenges, and Emerging Areas in 
Statistical Data, Analysis, and Research at USDA.

Numerous entities within USDA, including the 
Economic Research Service, the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service, and the Office of the Chief Economist, 
produce statistical data, analysis, and research that 
aim provide the agriculture community with timely, 
accurate, and useful information. While the data and 
statistics used to inform reports including the World 
Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates, Crop 
Production Reports, and January and July Cattle are 
often considered the benchmark for other agricultural 
forecasts, there is always room for improvement to 
further enhance accuracy and usefulness.

“Ensuring farmers, ranchers, and other users of USDA 
data better understand the processes and methodology 
that go into producing these data and statistics is 

Continued on page 7

Congressional Action Urged for Year-
Round E15

Topeka – As the agricultural trade landscape 
continues to be unpredictable and everyday costs 
high, Governor Laura Kelly urges Congress to take 
action to authorize year-round E15 sales nationwide. 
Authorization of year-round E15 sales will create 
increased domestic demand for Kansas corn and 
grain sorghum while lowering gas costs for Kansans. 
Currently eight states have received EPA approval to 
opt out of the 1-psi Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP) waiver for 
E10, effectively allowing E15 sales year-round in those 
states. Governor Kelly released the below statement 
regarding year-round E15 sales.

“While I have resisted opting out of the EPA waiver for 
the State of Kansas in favor of following the nationwide 
emergency waiver for the years of 2022 through 2025, 
the reliance on the granting of this emergency waiver 
continues to cause stress on our fuel retailers and 
agricultural industry.

“Congress can eliminate this patchwork of regulatory 
relief by implementing a nation-wide solution to this 
issue and providing regulatory certainty for industry 
and lower gas prices for Americans. Failure to do so will 
continue to harm demand for Kansas corn and grain 
sorghum at a time when supplies are at record levels 
and prices are depressed.

“Further delay of a national solution to this issue by 
Congress will cause me to give strong consideration to 
submitting a request to join the eight other states who 
have received EPA approval to sell E15 year-round. The 
deadline to submit this waiver request is April 1, 2026.”

options, lighting, ornamental fauna, and greenery.
The mural, led by local artist Jennifer Carder, will 

be painted on the wall of Hirsh & Abbott Law Office. 
Painting is scheduled to begin in March (weather 
permitting) and is expected to be completed by June 
30. Artists Chloe Johnson, Jordan Dardis, and Sarah 
Dardis will assist with the mural installation.

A collaborative mural design was inspired by public 
comments shared on the Sheridan County Historical 
Society Facebook page, thoughtfully reviewed by the 
Parks Improvement Committee, and developed in 
partnership with SCCF. The mural project has been 
made possible in part by a $10,000 grant award from the 
State of Kansas through the Kansas Arts Commission 
and the National Endowment for the Arts.

The mural will celebrate cherished pieces of Hoxie’s 
history, including the former iconic buildings, elements 
of Main Street activities like parades and Christmas 
lightings, and more.

As an extension to the mural, SCCF is launching 
the Stories on Main Project, a documentary-style oral 
history initiative led by Ed Lowry of Story Pocket 
Productions. The project will capture memories of Main 
Street told by those who experienced them firsthand.

In collaboration with the Sheridan County Historical 
Society, the completed brief documentary will be hosted 
on the Historical Society’s YouTube page. A permanent 
QR code installed in the new park will allow visitors 
and residents to scan and watch the brief film, ensuring 
that Hoxie’s stories remain accessible for generations 
to come.

Community members are invited to sign up by March 
13, 2026, to participate in oral history interviews. Please 
use the form found at www.growsheridancounty.org/
pocketpark. Please note that not all who sign up will 
be interviewed or included in the final film. Organizers 
are specifically seeking stories related to the mural 
themes listed above.

As construction approaches, organizers are also 
inviting the community to help choose the park’s 
official name. Up to this point, it’s simply been referred 
to as the “Pocket Park.” Now, it is time to select a name 
that better reflects its purpose, history, and Main Street 
pride.

The park name will be featured as a neon sign 
inspired by the former Della’s Café, the last business to 
stand on the lot before it tragically burned down.

Community members are encouraged to submit 
naming suggestions using the designated form found 
online at www.growsheridancounty.org/pocketpark.

The Pocket Park project represents a true community 
effort. SCCF extends their gratitude to the many 
people who have been involved over the years and 
more recently to members of the Parks Improvement 
Committee, Sheridan County Commissioners, City 
Council of Hoxie, Hirsh & Abbott Law Office, First State 
Bank, the State of Kansas/Kansas Arts Commission 
and National Endowment for the Arts, Roch Meier, Dan 
Campbell of Campbell Concrete, Jennifer Carder, and 
the many other community members who continue to 
support and shape this vision.

For project information and updates, visit www.
growsheridancounty.org/pocketpark.

Coniinued from page 1

Special Community Project
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profe ssional   service sAd Rates
$6/week (billed monthly)
785-675-3321

Ask About
multi-week discounts

785-675-3321
Blackwood Family Dentistry

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
314 Main Street

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240
Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

HEIM BODY SHOP
Expert Body Repair & 

Paint 
Windshield Repair &

Replacement
Vehicle Accessories & 

Installation 
Thunderstruck Grille 

Guards
Spray-in-Bed Liners

785-675-2182

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net

������������������������������������
��
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
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YOUR AD HERE
785-675-3321
716 Main St, Hoxie
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PUBLIC NOTICE

 

1 
 

First Published in the Sheridan Sentinel on 12th day, February 2026.  
 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, KANSAS 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF  ) Case No.: SD-2026-PR-000002 
       )  
FRED L. MOSS, DECEASED   ) TITLE TO REAL ESTATE INVOLVED 
(Petition Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59) 
 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED: 

You are notified that on February 5, 2026, a Petition for Probate of Will and Issuance of 

Letters Testamentary under the Kansas Simplified Estates Act was filed in this Court by Kristine 

P. Moss, an heir, devisee and legatee, and Executrix named in the "Last Will and Testament of 

Fred L. Moss," deceased. 

All creditors are notified to exhibit their demands against the Estate within the later of four 

months from the date of the first publication of this notice, as provided by law, or if the identity of 

the creditor is known or reasonably ascertainable, 30 days after actual notice was given as provided 

by law, and if their demands are not thus exhibited, they shall be forever barred. 

 
Kristine P. Moss, Petitioner 

SUBMITTED BY: 
 
John D. Gatz, #10808 
Gatz & Ress LLP 
505 N. Franklin Ave., Ste. A 
P.O. Box 346 
Colby, KS 67701 
Phone: 785-460-3383 
Fax: 785-460-7104  
john@gatzlaw.net 
Attorney for Petitioner 

(First published in The Sheridan Sentinel February 12, 2026)

(Last published in The Sheridan Sentinel February 26, 2026)

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, KANSAS

Board of Commissioners
of Sheridan County, Kansas,     Plaintiffs,

v.                                   Case # SD-2026-CV-01
              
Castillo Contractors, et al., Defendants.

NOTICE OF SUIT

STATE OF KANSAS TO:

Tract # 1: Castillo Contractors
Tract # 2: Gerald Dwain Rahier II
Tract # 7, 8, 9 & 10: Shirley Lee Mayber
Tract # 11: Clara Jean Unrein
Tract # 12 & 13: Katy Anders
 

if the above defendants are living, and if dead, then their unknown spouses, heirs, executors,
administrators, devisees, trustees, creditors, successors and assigns; and

The unknown executors, guardians and trustees of such of the above named defendants who are
minors or are in anywise under legal disability; and

The unknown executors, administrators, trustees, creditors, successors of such defendants as are
or were partners or in partnership; and

The unknown executors, administrators, trustees, creditors, successors, receivers and assigns of
any of the above named defendants who are or were existing, dissolved or dormant corporations; and

The unknown spouses of the defendants, and all other persons concerned,
Defendants.

You are hereby notified that a petition has been filed in the District Court of Sheridanr County,
Kansas, by the Board of Commissioners of Sheridan County, Kansas, praying for judicial foreclosure and
sale of real property upon which there is unpaid delinquent real estate taxes, and you are hereby required
to plead the said petition on or before April 2, 2026, in said Court in Hoxie, Kansas.  Should you fail
therein, judgment and decree will be entered in due course upon said petition.  The following are
descriptions of all properties which shall be subject to foreclosure and sale and the names of such of you
as are the owner, or a party having some interest therein:

Tract # 1: #1-HO257 Lot 12, Bock 27, Loveland Addition to the City of Hoxie, Sheridan
County, Kansas.

Tract # 2: #1-HC035B - Lot 8, Block 4 with the exception of a tract, Original town, now City of
Hoxie, Sheridan County Kansas

Tract # 7: #2-AD005B - A 30% interest in and to all oil, gas and other minerals in and under and
that may be produced from the S/2 18-6-26, Sheridan County Kansas.

(First published in The Sheridan Sentinel February 12, 2026)

(Last published in The Sheridan Sentinel February 26, 2026)

IN· THE DISTRICT COURT OF LOGAN COUNTY, KANSAS 

In the Matter of the Estate of 
ALFREDA STEPHENS, Deceased 

Case No. L�-2026-PR-

NOTICE OF HEARING ANO NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS' TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED: 

¥ou are hereby· notified that on Gbu'--
� 

I}, 2026 , a
petition was ff�ed in this Court by Michael Sphe1is, an heir, 
cievi�ee anc:{ legqtee, and executor named in the "Last Will and 
Testament of Alfreda. Stephens," deceased, date.ct August 18, 
2015, pr_ayi_ng: tl}e will filed with the petition be admitted to 
probate and record; petitioner be appointed a:-s executor, 
without bond; petitio�er be granted Letters Testamentary.

You are required to file your written defenses thereto on 
or before ')Y\lL'U',h q?5 ., 2026, at . [Q!QO o'clock -9_.m. in the 
District Court, Oakley, Logan County, Kansas, at which time and 
place the cause will be heard. Should yoll fail therein, 
j udgmen.t and decree will be entered in due course upon the 
petition. 

All creditors are notified to exhibit their demands 
against the said estate within the latte.z;- .c,f four (4) months
from the date of the first publication of this notic.e under 
K.S.A. 59-2236 and amendmel)ts thereto, or if the ic;lent.:j..ty o the 
creditor is known or reasonably· ascertainable, 30 days after 
actual notice was given as provided by law, and 1f their 
demands a.re not thuis exhibited, they sha.11 be forever barred. 

DREIL!NG; 
111 W · 
p. .

et 

: • . .: • • • ' . • • • .-x� 
P �ion � �hens 

HOFFMAN LLP 

(First published in The Sheridan Sentinel February 26, 2026)

(Last published in The Sheridan Sentinel March 12, 2026)

PUBLIC NOTICE

OBITUARY

Dan Koster
November 18, 1952 

~ February 12, 
2026

Daniel Lee “Dan” 
Koster, 73, Hays, beloved 
husband, dad, grandpa, 
brother, and friend to 
so many, passed on to 
eternal life on February 

12, 2026, at HaysMed.
He was born on November 18, 1952 in Oberlin, 

Kansas, the son of Fritz and Lois (Hatten) Koster, and 
he was raised on the family farm seven miles west 
of Hoxie with two brothers and two sisters.  In 1970 
he graduated from Hoxie High School and earned an 
Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice from Colby 
Junior College and his Bachelor’s Degree in Animal 
Science from Fort Hays State University.

On June 24, 1972, Dan married DeeAnn Schiltz 
at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Selden, beginning 
a life together that lasted over 53 years.  They were 
blessed with three wonderful children, Dan Jr., 
Emily, and Tom.  Dan was a loving father who worked 
hard to provide for his family.  His long career was 
as an owner-operator truck driver with over 5 million 
miles logged on the road with no accidents or tickets.  
Health issues brought that episode of his life to a 
close, but he was ready to finally stay at home.  He 
was a member of Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic 
Church, and the St. Mary’s 3rd Degree Knights 
of Columbus Council #6984.  Dan was a beloved 
husband, father, and grandfather who professed and 
lived his strong catholic faith. He enjoyed working 
on his truck, having the kids go trucking with him, 
hanging out with his friends and family, and he 
deeply loved and was so proud of his children and 
grandchildren.

Dan is survived by his wife Dee of Hays, his 
children Dan (Anita) Koster, Jr. of Hays, Emily 
(Doug) Cooper of Overland Park, and Tom (Rachel) 
Koster of Wichita, eight grandchildren, Hannah, 
Michaela, Ben, Rose, Luke, Emry, Connor, and Lauryn, 
brothers Harold (Bridget) Koster of Hoxie, and Nick 
(Marita) Koster, III of Denver, two sisters Kathy 
(Don) Kennedy of Oakley, and Nancy (Carl) Kiltz of 
Lindsborg, and numerous nieces and nephews.        

He was preceded in death by his parents, and his 
father and mother-in-law Harold (Edna) Schiltz.

Mass of Christian Burial was Thursday, February 
19, 2026, at Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic 
Church with Fr. Nick Parker officiating.  Inurnment 
followed in St. Joseph Cemetery.  Visitation was 
Thursday, all at Hays Memorial Chapel Funeral 
Home.  A Daughter’s of Isabella rosary and Vigil 
service were both on Wednesday at the funeral 
home.  In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested 
for masses to be said for Dan or to Kansans for Life.  
Condolences and memories of Dan may be shared 
with the family at www.haysmemorial.com.

Now on this 17th day 
of February 2026, the 
Board of Commissioners, 
Sheridan County, Kansas, 
met in regular session 
with Chairman David 
Stithem presiding.  Other 
members present were 
Kyle Emigh, Mike “Buck” 
Mader, Steve Hirsch, 
County Attorney, and 
County Clerk, Heather 
Bracht.  Guest was 
Viktorija Briggs, The 
Sheridan Sentinel.

At 8:00 a.m. Stithem 
called the meeting to 
order.

Those in attendance 
stood and recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Hirsch drafted a letter 
to an individual about 
land and the ownership 
of the land.  The Board 
approved and signed the 
letter.

Joe Herskowitz, Road & 
Bridge Supervisor, came 
to the table.  The Board 
was advised that the 
bridge in the southeast 
part of the county is 
moving right along.

O’Neill Smith, Noxious 
Weed Director, is testing 
today for chemical 
spraying.

Two of the mowers have 
been repaired.  Waiting 
on a part for the 3rd one 
then they are ready to go.

Penco believes 
Sheridan County is first 
on the list for the signage 
project in the spring.

Roads were discussed.
A support letter was 

approved and signed 
by the Board for the 
US Department of 
Transportation for Kyle 
Railroad who is part 
of a group applying 
for the Better Utilizing 
Investment to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) 
grant.  The request for a 
slight increase in sales 
tax to help with a new 
law enforcement building 
was discussed.  It was 
presented to legislature 
on Friday and was to go 
to committee today.

Jordan Riley, EMS 
Director, came to the 
table.  Riley and the Board 
discussed the overtime 
for an employee.  Riley 
advised the Board that 
the inspection was going 
to take place on Tuesday, 

January 20, and there 
were a few things he 
wanted to double check/
clean-up so he asked the 
employee to work.  It was 
stated that with three 
full-time employees in 
that building, the extra 
cleaning and stocking 
should be able to get 
done, without having 
someone work overtime.  
It will be paid this time, 
but not again.

The Board also 
advised that they have 
heard about a full-time 
employee’s doing “live” 
Facebook feeds from the 
EMS Office while they are 
on duty.  This will stop 
immediately.

Riley stated that he 
feels if EMS is being 
discussed, he should be 
involved.  The Board 
stated that when they are 
advised of something that 
they feel he needs to be 
involved in, they ask him 
to come to the meeting.

Riley invited the Board 
to come to the EMS Office 
anytime and see what 
they do and inspect the 
various rooms.  Riley 
exited the meeting.

Jordan Ewers, EMT, 
and Bennett Cave 
entered the meeting and 
were recognized.  Ewers 
asked about the Facebook 
comment she heard just 
as she was walking in.  
The Board advised her 
what the discussion was 
about.  Ewers asked why 
Minutes were no longer 
posted on Facebook and 
she was advised that 
people were making 
uninformed comments 
and that is why they were 
no longer posted.  They 
are available to read in 
The Sheridan Sentinel, 
which by statute is where 
the County is obligated to 
put them.  The Minutes 
are also available on the 
sher idancountyks .gov 
website.

Ewers asked about 
going into executive 
session, wanted to 
talk about “conflict of 
interest”.  She was advised 
that is not available, as no 
elected officials can be 
discussed in executive 
session.

On a motion by Stithem 
and second from Emigh, 
the February 10, 2026 
Minutes were approved 
as presented.  3-0

Mader made a motion 
to approve the February 

paramount to the integrity of these products,” said Under 
Secretary for Research, Education, and Economics Dr. 
Scott H. Hutchins. “The RFI published today is another 
example of how USDA is deploying a Farmers First 
approach to policy and will help inform future efforts to 
deliver data that is useful to our customers. We rely on 
farmers for their survey contributions, so this request 
will hopefully convey our sincerity to use their data in 
a transparent and objective manner.”

“USDA’s data products have long been the gold 
standard in market reporting,” said USDA Chief 
Economist Dr. Justin Benavidez. “That doesn’t mean 
we can’t make our products better. We’re looking 
for producer-driven input that can introduce more 
transparency and ease of access across USDA’s data 
outputs. We’re also looking for ways to review our own 
accuracy and take steps to make improvements where 
we can. If producers don’t believe in our products, we 
have work left to do.”

The RFI will be open for public comment for 45 
days and preliminary analysis of the feedback will be 
discussed at the 2026 Spring Data Users Meeting on 
April 22, 2026.

Continued from page 5
USDA

13, 2026 Payroll as 
presented.  Emigh 
seconded.  Carried 3-0

The following payroll 
was reviewed and 
approved by the Board:

General $69,150.20
Road & Bridge 

$26,347.49
Nox Weed $1,863.10
Public Transp. 

$1,246.00

Landfill $2,245.74
At 9:37 a.m. with no 

further business, Stithem 
made a motion to adjourn, 
seconded by Emigh.  
Carried 3-0.  The next 
regular meeting will be 
Tuesday, February 24, 
2026 at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioner Room.

Attest: Heather Bracht, 
County Clerk, David 
Stithem, Chairman

PRESERVE...PROTECT...

LAMINATE
The Sheridan Sentinel
785-675-3321

Coniinued from page 1

Indians Dominate Regionals

• Carter Giancola (165 lbs)
These champions navigated stacked brackets with 

hard hand-fighting, mat awareness, and clutch finishes. 
They controlled pace. They dictated position. They 
closed matches with authority.

They walked into regionals as contenders.
They walked out as champions.
Finals Under the Lights
Five Hoxie wrestlers battled to second-place finishes, 

securing state qualification in dramatic fashion:
• Gunner Wentz (120 lbs)
• Bradyn Wilson (113 lbs)
• Chase Meyer (144 lbs)
• Noah Nicholson (150 lbs)
• Mat Bretz (215 lbs)
Several of these finals matches came down to the 

final seconds — buzzer-beater takedowns, late escapes, 
and edge-of-the-mat scrambles that had the crowd on 
its feet. In a tournament where every point matters, 
these athletes showed poise under pressure and 
championship composure.

Third-place qualifiers Porter Meyer (106 lbs) and 
Travis Johnson (157 lbs) embodied resilience. After 
early setbacks, both wrestled through the backside of 
the bracket, winning must-win matches to secure their 
place at state. Their performances were a testament to 
grit — the kind that defines postseason wrestling.

A Historic Milestone for the Program
For the first time in school history, Hoxie will send 

three female wrestlers to the state tournament — a 
milestone moment that reflects the rapid growth and 
competitiveness of the girls program.

State qualifiers include:
• Josey Bell — 2nd Place (120 lbs)
• Molly Rahier — 4th Place (235 lbs)
• Keiley Kincaid — 7th Place (155 lbs)
Each athlete earned her spot through high-

intensity matches and demonstrated that Hoxie 
wrestling excellence spans the entire program. Their 
advancement marks a historic step forward and sets 
the tone for future generations.

More Than Medals
Beyond placements and podium finishes, what stood 

out most in Norton was the culture.
Hoxie fans traveled strong — parents, alumni, 

classmates — filling the stands with energy. The cheers 
were loud in victory and just as strong in defeat. Every 
takedown was met with roars. Every hard-fought 

scramble was supported with encouragement.
Five consecutive state championships don’t happen 

by accident.
They are built in early morning practices.
In conditioning sessions when no one is watching.
In disciplined coaching.
In belief.
They are built in culture.
Eyes on the Biggest Stage
With 14 total qualifiers and multiple top seeds, Hoxie 

now turns its focus to the state tournament — not as 
hopefuls, but as proven contenders.

To qualify for state in Kansas wrestling is an 
achievement earned through months of physical and 
emotional sacrifice. Every athlete who punched their 
ticket proved they belong among the best.

But if regionals were any indication, Hoxie isn’t 
traveling to state just to participate.

They’re coming in hot.
They’re coming in prepared.
And they’re coming with something to prove.
Good luck to the Hoxie Indians as they chase 

history once again at the Kansas State Wrestling 
Championships.
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Company

PO Box 565

Hoxie, KS 67740

eland@ruraltel.net

785-675-3217

Eland Title

Income Tax Preparation
Tax Projections

Farm & Business Planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA 

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

“You Crop Insurance Headquarters”
Steven A. Watkins, MBA
Crop Insurance Specialist
901 Trail Ave.
PO Box 840
Hoxie, KS 67740

Toll Free: 1-800-232-3239
Office: 785-675-3239

Fax: 785-675-3230
Cell: 785-675-1017

Nights & Weekends: 785-675-9966

E-mail: watkinscroptax@yahoo.com
www.watkinscropinsurance.com

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORD AD RATES

$4.25 - first 20 words
$0.15 - per word after

Septic Tank Pumping
&

Installation
LARRY’S

PLUMBING
785-462-3458

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED: 
City of Hoxie is now 
accepting applications 
for Pool Manager, 
Assistant Manager, and 
Lifeguards. Applications 
may be picked up at the 
City Office at 829 Main 
Street or call 785-675-3291 
if you have any questions.

---22/24---
HELP WANTED: 

Hoxie Feedyard & PSI 
are always interested in 
visiting with good people 
about a good job. We 
offer competitive pay and 
great benefits. Please call 
Scott Foote 785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---

FOR SALE: Crooked 
Creek Angus Registered 
2-year-old bulls located in 
St. Francis, 785-332-6206, 
www.crooketcreekangus.
com.

---7/TFN---

which recognizes an Assistant Scoutmaster who 
reliably supports program needs. Reuber joined Scouts 
BSA as an adult leader in 2021 when her daughter 
entered the troop. She is a regular leader at meetings 
and campouts, attends weeklong summer camp, serves 
as a driver for American flag displays and acts as a 
merit badge counselor. Troop 160 officials said the unit 
could not function without her sustained involvement.

The Baden Powell Award Dinner celebrated 
volunteers, leaders, and supporters from both the 
Wheatland and Tomahawk Districts whose service 
has had a lasting impact on Scouting in the region. 
The event brings together local Scouting units, 
chartering organizations, and community members 
to acknowledge contributions that help sustain 
programs, advance youth development, and strengthen 
community ties.

Troop 160 serves youth ages 11-18 in the area 
through traditional Scouting activities, campouts, and 
community service projects. The recognition of Rucker 
and Reuber highlights the vital role committed adult 
volunteers play in maintaining a vibrant Scouting 
program.

Troop 160
Coniinued from page 1

The community is 
encouraged to stop by 
and have coffee and get 
to know Rocky and Amy.

Contact info: 785-
299-0551 or follow us on 
Facebook https://www.
facebook .com/profi le .
php?id=61581455487920 

Coniinued from page 1

Rocky’s Bait
and Tackle

SB 244 -
Women’s 

Privacy Law 
Passes

KS Legislature 
Overrides Veto of 
Women’s Privacy Law

Topeka - A 
supermajority of Kansas 
legislators overrode 
Governor Kelly’s veto of 
Senate Bill 244, legislation 
which strengthens the 
state’s Women’s Bill of 
Rights by restoring clear, 
consistent definitions of 
sex in Kansas law and 
ensuring that women 
and girls have access 
to private, secure, sex-
specific private spaces in 
public buildings. The vote 
was 87-37 in the House 
and 31-9 in the Senate. 
This bill becomes law 
immediately.

S.B. 244 provides 
statewide clarity for 
agencies, schools, and 
public institutions by 
clarifying that the use 
of “sex” and “gender” 
in statute is defined 
by biology. The bill 
also establishes clear 
expectations for the 
designation of multiple 
occupancy restrooms, 
locker rooms, and 

changing areas in public 
buildings, ensuring these 
spaces are based on 
biology.

Statement of Brittany 
Jones, Esq., President of 
Kansas Family Voice:

“A year to the day that 
the Kansas Legislature 
protected children 
from harmful and 
experimental attempts 
to change their gender, a 
supermajority of Kansas 
legislators stood together 
to restore common-
sense and privacy in 
government restrooms 
by overriding Governor 
Kelly’s veto of S.B. 244. 
Because the Governor 
refused to safeguard 
women and girls, the 
Legislature stepped in 
and did what was right.

Kansas has spoken 
clearly: women’s spaces 
must be protected. Girls 
deserve confidence and 
peace of mind when they 
enter public restrooms 
and locker rooms, 
knowing their privacy 
will be respected. We are 
deeply grateful for the 
leadership in both the 
House and Senate, as well 
as every legislator who 
supported this bill.

We applaud the 
Legislature’s swift action 
to ensure that common 
sense is immediately 
restored in Kansas. This 
law is a win for every 
Kansan.”

Kansas Legislature 
Overturns Governor’s 
Veto of Bill That Protects 
Women’s Privacy, Safety

The following quote 
may be attributed to 
Alliance Defending 
Freedom Legal Counsel 
Sara Beth Nolan 
regarding the Kansas 
Legislature’s vote 
Tuesday to overturn Gov. 
Laura Kelly’s veto of SB 
244, a bill that protects 
the privacy of women 

and girls based on the 
biological differences 
between males and 
females:

“Women and girls 
shouldn’t be forced to 
sacrifice their privacy 
and safety in the name 
of promoting gender 
ideology. Allowing 
men to invade women’s 
most intimate spaces—
including changing 
rooms and restrooms—
compromises their 
dignity. SB 244 ensures 
that the private spaces 
of women and girls in 
government buildings 
are not open to men. It 
rightly prioritizes privacy 
and safety over ideology. 
We commend the strong 
leadership of House and 
Senate leadership, Rep. 
Susan Humphries, Rep. 
Bob Lewis, and Kansas 
Family Voice for standing 
up for women and young 
girls across the state.”

Governor Kelly 
Releases Statement on 
Veto Override of Senate 
Bill 244

Topeka – Governor 
Laura Kelly on February 
13 vetoed House 
Substitute for Senate Bill 
244. On February 18, the 
Legislature overrode the 
Governor’s veto.

The following 
statement is from 
Governor Kelly regarding 
the overriding of her veto 
of House Substitute for 
Senate Bill 244:

“As I said in my veto 
statement, this is a 
poorly drafted bill with 
significant, far-reaching 
consequences.

“Not only will this 
bill keep brothers from 
visiting sisters’ dorms 
and husbands from 
wives’ shared hospital 
rooms, it will cost Kansas 
taxpayers millions of 
dollars to comply with this 
very vague legislation.

“It is nothing short 
of ridiculous that the 
Legislature is forcing the 
entire state, every city 

and town, every school 
district, every public 
university to spend 
taxpayer money on a 

manufactured problem. 
Kansans elected them to 
focus on education, job 
creation, housing, and 
grocery costs.”


