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Upcoming Blood Drive, 
Tuesday, February 3

There was a very informative article in last week’s Sentinel 
about a severe blood shortage recently throughout the United 
States. I will just summarize it by saying that inclement weather 
and high flu activity are the two main reasons that are causing the 
35% draw-down of blood products. With that in mind, we are hop-
ing for a good turnout on February 3, at the 4H Building in Hox-
ie. The Red Cross will be receiving potential donors from noon to 
5:45. Anyone donating blood in February will receive a $20 e-gift 
card. You will also receive a nice meal and sincere thanks for your 
donation.

You may call or text Marty Cressler at 785-675-8765, or visit 
www.RedCrossBlood.org to make an appointment. You may also 
call 1-800-RED-CROSS with any questions.

The shortage that is being experienced is especially serious for 
platelets and types O, A-, and B- blood. Please consider making a 
blood donation in February; it’s a very worthwhile habit to form!

The Kansas Highway Pa-
trol Superintendent, Colo-
nel Erik Smith announced 
that Master Trooper Clay-
ton Hill has been promoted 
to Lieutenant. He will serve 
as Lieutenant for the Troop 
S Special Response Team 
(SRT).

Hill joined the Patrol on 
July 6, 2016, as Class Pres-
ident of Class #56. His first 
duty station was Nemaha 
County, Troop B. In 2021, 
he was promoted to Master 
Trooper and served in that 
role until his recent promo-
tion. In addition to his pri-

mary duties, Hill served as an SRT Sniper, a Rangemaster, Sniper 
Instructor, Field Training Officer, Recruit Coach, and Vice-Presi-
dent on the Executive Board of the Kansas Peace Officers Associa-
tion. He received several awards, including a Top Producer Award 
for the largest currency seizure, Commander’s Commendation for 
a homicide arrest, and a Life Saving Award. 

A native of Hoxie, Kansas, Hill is a graduate of Hoxie High 
School. He attended Colby Community College, where he earned 
an associates degree, and Emporia State University, where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree. Prior to joining the Patrol, he worked at 
the Hays Police Department and served as a Patrol Sergeant and 
Assistant Team Leader of the Special Situation Response Team. 
He spends much of his free time outdoors hunting, fishing, and 
riding dirt bikes. 

The Patrol congratulates Lieutenant Hill on his promotion and 
wishes him the best in this position.

KSHP Promotes
Hoxie Native Clayton Hill

Hoxie - The Sheridan County Community Foundation (SCCF) 
is pleased to announce its 2026 Summer Internship Program, of-
fering two paid internship positions for high school and college 
students interested in gaining hands-on experience in nonprofit 
work, philanthropy, and local economic development.

These paid internship opportunities are made possible through 
SCCF’s participation in the Nex-Gen Internship Program, a work-
force development initiative of Nex-Generation Round Up for 
Youth, Inc. Through the Nex-Gen program, students are placed in 
meaningful, paid internships while receiving professional devel-
opment, mentorship, and exposure to career opportunities across 
northwest and north central Kansas.

“We are excited to welcome students who want to learn more 
about how communities grow and thrive,” said Karl Pratt, SCCF 
Executive Director. “Through this internship, students will gain 
practical skills, learn how philanthropy and fundraising work, and 
see firsthand how local organizations support long-term commu-
nity success.”

Summer interns will assist with donor database entry, e-commu-
nications, basic graphic design, website and social media updates, 
and general office projects. Interns will also help distribute event 
and program fliers and may assist with creating promotional and 
marketing materials, including video, highlighting Foundation 
programs, economic development initiatives, and community as-
sets.

In addition, interns will gain exposure to grantmaking, fundrais-
ing, and philanthropy, learning how charitable dollars are raised, 
managed, and awarded to support local projects and nonprofit or-
ganizations throughout Sheridan County.

The internship is open to students age 16 and older. Applications 
are coordinated through the Nex-Gen Internship Program and 
must be submitted online by March 1, 2026, at https://nex-genera-
tion.secure-platform.com/site.

For more information or to apply, visit the Nex-Gen Internship 
Program website at www.nex-generation.org/internships or con-
tact Pratt at the Sheridan County Community Foundation.

SCCF is an affiliate of the Greater Northwest Kansas Communi-
ty Foundation based in Bird City. The Foundation seeks to encour-
age, prudently manage, and distribute charitable contributions to 
improve the quality of life for Sheridan County residents, now and 
in the future. To learn more, contact Pratt at 785-677-5090, direc-
tor@growsheridancounty.org, or visit www.growsheridancounty.
org. Connect with SCCF at www.facebook.com/sheridanccf.

Paid Internships Offered Through 
Nex-Gen Program

Nut Day with 2nd grad-
ers! We gather acorns and 
learn about germination. 
(SCCD photo)

Our Worm Unit is well 
accepted with Hoxie’s 3rd 
graders. We learn the value 
of worms and how they help 
with soil health. (SCCD photo)

Jay Niermeier started his windbreak in 
2020.  He planted 165 Eastern Red Cedars 
the first year, two rows along the road and 
more on the north side of his house. He 
also planted 18 Austrian Pines. They have 
grown nicely with the help of weed barrier 
and drip irrigation. Jay has noticed that the 
trees already help with slowing the wind 
and blowing snow. An added benefit is the 
number of pheasants and quail he notices. 
(SCCD photo)

Congratulations to Jay and Talona 
Niermeier on your 2025 Windbreak 
Award. (SCCD photo)

Soil Conservation Week is an annual event or-
ganized by the National Association of Conser-
vation Districts (NACD) to raise awareness about 
the importance of conserving natural resourc-
es. Celebrated since 1955, it remains one of the 
world’s largest conservation-focused observanc-
es. The event encourages community action to 
protect and enhance our environment through 
various activities like field days, educational 
workshops, and community cleanups. The theme 
for 2025 is “Home is Where the Habitat Is,” cele-
brating 70 years of Stewardship Week and high-
lighting the vital role that natural and managed 
habitats play in supporting biodiversity and eco-
logical balance.

SOIL CONSERVATION WEEKSOIL CONSERVATION WEEK
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http://www.facebook.com/sheridanccf
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Submission Guidelines
Print-ready ads and content deadline: noon Tuesday
Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.

Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must be 
emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in .jpg or .png format.

All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).

Please email articles, news, and photos to:
editor@sheridansentinel.com or bring them by our office at

716 Main Street, Hoxie.
For advertising, send to lori@sheridansentinel.com

We confirm receipt of all emailed submissions within 24-hours.
If you have not received confirmation, or if it is a

time-sensitive submission, please call us at 785-675-3321.
www.sheridansentinel.com

Don’t Stop 
the Fight… 

Strengthen My 
Faith

Listen up…
I don’t want God to 

prevent the fight…
I want Him to provide 

the faith.
Because let’s be real—
some of us keep praying like this:
“God, don’t let it get hard.”
“God, don’t let me hurt.”
“God, don’t let me go through it.”
“God, remove the pressure.”
But hear me…
God ain’t raising babies.
He’s raising warriors.
And if you keep asking Him to cancel every battle…
you’re gonna stay weak in every season.
See we want a God that keeps us comfortable…
but we serve a God that makes us STRONG.
We want Him to remove the storm…
but He wants to teach us how to STAND IN IT.
Because faith ain’t real when life is easy.
Faith shows up when you’re tired…
when your mind is screaming…
when your heart is heavy…
when your marriage is shaking…
when your money is low…
when temptation is loud…
when people leave…
when you’re fighting a war nobody even knows about.
That’s when faith becomes faith.
And some of y’all know exactly what I’m talking about…
You’ve been praying for peace…
but God’s been giving you POWER.
You’ve been praying for the door to open…
but God’s been teach-

ing you how to KNOCK 
UNTIL IT BREAKS.

You’ve been praying for 
the pain to disappear…

but God’s been build-
ing your back so you can 
carry what used to crush 
you.

Because God doesn’t 
always remove the fight…

Sometimes He uses it.
He uses it to show you 

what you’re made of.
He uses it to expose what you’ve been hiding.
He uses it to break the pride.
He uses it to kill the fake.
He uses it to build a real man.
A real woman.
A real believer.
And here’s the part that hits deep…
Some of us don’t want faith.
We want a shortcut.
We want a life with no pressure…
but still want the testimony.
We want the blessing…
but don’t want the stretching.
We want the crown…
but don’t want the cross.
Nah.
Not this time.
Because you don’t grow in comfort.
You grow in conflict.
You don’t get stronger by avoiding the battle…
you get stronger by learning how to fight it with Jesus in 

your chest.
So today I’m not praying “God stop the fight…”
I’m praying:
“God give me faith when my feelings lie.”
“God give me faith when my strength is gone.”
“God give me faith when my past tries to talk.”
“God give me faith when the devil gets loud.”
“God give me faith when I’m shaking but still standing.”
Because I’d rather go through the fire with God…than live a 

safe life without Him.
And hear me loud…
If you’re in a fight right now…
That doesn’t mean God left you.
That might be proof He’s working in you.
Because the enemy doesn’t waste attacks on people who 

ain’t dangerous.
So if hell has been pressuring you…
Maybe heaven sees something in you.
So stand up.
Wipe your face.
Fix your posture.
Lift your head.
And say it again:
“God… I don’t want You to prevent the fight…
I want You to provide the faith.”
Isaiah 41:10
“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am 

thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.”

The Selden Senior Citizens met on January 22, at the Communi-
ty Center for a delicious meal prepared by Gloria Goscha of Mid-
way Cafe followed by an afternoon of Pinochle.  Those enjoying 
the day included  Betty Hickert, John Milner, Margee Wilson, Hel-
en Carman, Steve Skubal, Carlene Bruggeman, Barb Jones, Joan 
Austin, Sandra Dahl.  Those staying to play cards included Bob 
Wessel and Elaine Koerperich with a score of 449, Pat Wessel with 
a score of 311, Rose Bainter with a score of 314, Shirley Emigh with 
a score of 586, JR Albers with a score of 565, Boyd Wilson with a 
score of 608, and Jacque Boultinghouse with a score of 470.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
January 31: Micah Wenger, Eric Korte
February 1: Jerry Rall, Marsha Rogers, Aaron Emigh, Don Rall
February 2: Mary Carroll
February 3: Rachael Ritter Still, Brian & Linda Schroer
February 4: Ron Rogers, Mary Goalden
February 5: Grant Shaw, Paul Best, Clay Phillips
Sacred Heart Parish will be sponsoring the Mardi Gras on Sun-

day, February 15, at the Parish Hall in Selden.  Spaghetti Dinner 
will be from 11:30 to 12:30, followed by games.  Bake Walk, Spin-
ning Wheel, Quilt Raffle, CYO Raffle, Fish Pond/Dart Game.  Fun 
for all and everyone welcome to come join the fun.

Fall Honor Rolls Announced
 
Colby — Colby Community College recognized 206 students 

who earned academic distinction on the President’s and Vice Pres-
ident’s honor rolls for the fall 2025 semester. The individuals com-
pleted at least 12 credit hours with no failing grades.  

The President’s Honor Roll includes 135 students with a 4.0 
grade point average. Seventy-one students on the Vice President’s 
Honor Roll had GPAs between 3.75 and 3.99.

President’s Honor Roll
Hoxie: Taylor Russel
Rexford: Dylan Wark
Vice President’s Honor Roll
Hoxie: Charlotte Walker

The December meeting of 
the Angelus 4-H Club was 
called to order by president, 
Jude, in the Angelus Church 
basement. Members stood as 
Henry led them in the Pledge 
of Allegiance, Adleigh led the 
prayer, and Hudson led them in 
singing “Jingle Bells”. Roll call 
“What do you want for Christ-

mas?” was answered by nineteen members and five adults.
Officer reports were Dominic gave the Treasurer Report. Linda 

reported they made a profit on the pies they made for the Angelus 
Church’s Fall Bingo. Linda presented a bill for the Veterans Day 
Breakfast and Alex presented a bill for the Special Events candy. 
Peter’s good humor was, “What do grapes sing for Christmas?” 
(Tis the season to be JELLY!) For Roch’s Kansas Events Report, 
he presented a list of Christmas celebrations happening around 
Kansas. Lucy Anne taught us how to say Merry Christmas in five 
languages. Safety tip by Blaise was to always unplug your phone 
charger so it does not start a fire.

Nathan asked those with December birthdays to come forward 
to select a treat from the special events sack and we sang “Happy 
Birthday” to them. Trace told us about the 4-H flag being taken 
into space in 1989. Kilian told us the temperatures are forecasted 
to be in the mid-60’s for Christmas week. Thaddeus informed the 
members that Christmas trees are grown in all fifty states and that 
there are around 15,000 tree farms in the United States.

Blaise gave the 4-H Council Report:
Large animal weigh-in is February 22, at the veterinary clinic 

north of Hoxie at 1:30
YQCA will be held March 16, at the 4-H Building in Hoxie be-

ginning at 10:30
County Club Day is scheduled for March 23, in Hoxie beginning 

at 5:00
District Day is scheduled for March 31, in Norton.
Small animal weigh-in is April 19, at the fairgrounds in Hoxie.
Committee reports:
As one of our community projects, the Mishler family will bring 

supplies so members can make Valentine cards as recreation at 
the January meeting. The Ostmeyer family is in charge of the 
Golden Age dinner and will have a report at the next meeting.

There was no old business.
New business:
Members are to bring ideas for what they want to perform at 

County Day to the next meeting. Jayden moved and Dominic sec-
onded a motion to pay the bills. The motion carried. Rylan pre-
sented many ideas for the members to update their record books. 
For the program, Dominic gave a slide show about Andy Warhol’s 
works and Jude gave a presentation about how to stop wood from 
tearing when it is cut. Margaret Mary led members in the 4-H 
Pledge and the meeting adjourned.

 The families then drove to Oakley to bowl, eat pizza, and have a 
white elephant gift exchange. They agreed it was a fun time!

Angelus 4-H 
Club
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By Carley Cooper
Hoxie FFA competes in this year’s district discussion meet 

on January 26, held at Hoxie High School. The competition was 
a Leadership Development Event (LDE) that simulates a com-
mittee meeting to solve agricultural-related problems. Stu-
dents talk in a group format, similar to a meeting rather than 
a debate or speech. Competitors work together to exchange 
ideas and solutions to whatever problem is at hand. Students 
improve their communication skills and problem-solving 
during this meet. (Photo by Emily Mong)

Hoxie FFA Competes
in Leadership Development Event

By Luis Rivero Juarez
On January 21, Hoxie High School FCCLA members traveled to 

Oakley for the District A STAR Events competition. The acronym 
STAR stands for “Students Taking Action with Recognition.” Stu-
dents are tasked with picking a category and creating a project. 
They can choose to go solo or team up with partners. 

The following students competed in the STAR events, and they 
are listed along with their categories: freshmen Kellen Cressler, 
Ethan Baker, and Madison Mader - Fashion Design; senior Nick 
Robben - Job Interview; seniors Iauna King and Sarah Dardis - 
Food Innovations; freshman Jordan Dardis - Fashion Construc-
tion. The following students earned silver, securing their place in 
the state competition: Iauna King and Sarah Dardis; Jordan Dard-
is; Ethan Baker, Madison Mader, and Kellen Cressler. Nick Robben 
was the only competitor from Hoxie to earn gold. 

Along with the competition, Teagan Slaubaugh and freshman 
Keiley Kincaid were the voting delegates from District A. They 
voted on the district officers for the next year. In these elections, 
Jordan Dardis was selected as the District A Secretary/Treasurer 
for the 2026-2027 school year. 

“Our FCCLA members did amazing at our district STAR Events 
in Oakley,” exclaimed Hoxie sponsor and District A Advisor Jen 
Carder. “All of our projects made it to our state competition in 
April! I couldn’t be prouder!” The next event the Hoxie FCCLA 
organization will be participating in is National FCCLA Week, 
which takes place February 9-13. Be on the lookout for the activi-
ties the organization will have planned!

(Photo by Jen Carder)

Hoxie FCCLA Dominates
STAR Events and Elections

Golden Plains freshman Nash Ziegelmeier puts up a shot 
against the Bobcats from Western Plains in Rexford on Janu-
ary 19. The Bulldogs defeated the ‘Cats 25-20 in a three quarter 
game. (Photo by Judy Rogers)

By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plain High School JV Boys Basketball team claimed 

a three quarter win 25-20 over the Western Plains Bobcats in Rex-
ford on January 19.  The Bulldogs had defeated the Bobcats earlier 
in the season and were looking forward to another win.

The boys got off to a slow start with the Bulldogs only posting up 
4 points in the first with baskets from Cristian Garcia and Javier 
Romero. The Bobcats only scored 2 to give the Dogs the lead. The 
teams played an aggressive second quarter with 25 free throws be-
tween the two teams.  With a couple of baskets thrown in, the Dogs 
added 11 and the Bobcats 12 to make it a close game 15-14.

The Dogs stepped up in the fourth with 7 from Adam Ritter and 
3 from Parker Vahling as the defense held the Bobcats to 6 to give 
Golden Plains the win 25-20.

Ritter finished the game with 11 points, along with 4 from Kelby 
Buehler, 3 each by Nash Ziegelmeier and Vahling, and 2 apiece by 
Romero and Garcia. 

“We could have played better,” said Kelby Buehler, “but our 
younger guys really stepped up.  Everyone is getting a lot better 
as the season progresses.”  The JV boys will play again in Logan 
on January 20.

JV Boys Win Over Bobcats

Golden Plains sophomore Brenlynn Rath puts up a jump shot 
against the Western Plains Bobcats in Rexford on January 19.  
Rath led the Bulldogs with 13 points and 7 rebounds in this 
third match-up between the two teams.  (Photo by Judy Rog-
ers)

Lady Bulldogs Play Bobcats
at Home

By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains Lady Bulldogs played the Western Plains 

Lady Bobcats for the third time this season on their home floor 
in Rexford.  They defeated them in a close game at the Sagebrush 
tournament in December and lost to them by ten in Ransom the 
week earlier.  

The girls were eager to claim this third game but fell to the Bob-
cats 32-36. “We played good defense,” said Brenlynn Rath, “but 
the rim was not our friend.  We put up good shots, but they weren’t 
falling.”

The Dogs got off to a 4-0 start in the first quarter with shots 
from Rath and Kailee Wessel.  The Bobcats came on late in the 
quarter to lead 6-5 at the end.  The Bobcats added another 7 in the 
second while the Dogs only made a single basket to extend the 
Bobcat lead 13-7 at the half.

The Bulldogs came out with energy in the third and worked 
their way to 10 additional points while their strong defense held 
the ‘Cats to 7 making it a three-point game 17-20 going into the 
fourth. A 6-point run in the fourth extended the Bobcat lead but 
the Dogs worked their way to keep it close.  A final 3 point shot 
from Adilyn Meier—she made 2 in the fourth—finished the game 
with a 32-36 loss for the Bulldogs.

Rath led the Bulldogs with 13 points.  Adilyn Meier and Kailee 
Wessel each added 8 and Jade Dible 3.  The GP girls return to 
the court on January 20 in Logan. Rath claimed 7 rebounds and 
Elizabeth Weiner 6.  Anais Cepeda had 5, Wessel 4, and Dible 2.  
Assists were dished out by Cepeda 5, Wessel 3, Rath 1, and Dible 
1.  Wessel grabbed 4 steals, Weiner 3, Cepeda 3, Meier 2, and Dible 
1.   The girls return to the court in Logan an January 20 to play the 
Logan/Palco Trojans.

By Emma Schamberger
The MCL Basketball Tournament was held the week of Janu-

ary 19, and the Hoxie Lady Indians had a dominant start. As the 
number one seed for the tournament with an 11-0 record, the Lady 
Indians earned a home court advantage for the first round. 

On Monday, January 19, the Lady Indians faced off against the 
Norton Bluejays in the first round. Hoxie came out strong and es-
tablished a 19-9 lead. Maintaining the momentum throughout the 
game, Hoxie went into halftime ahead with a score of 34-20. The 
third quarter continued their lead with a score of 40-29 and se-
cured the victory with a final score of 56-40. “We definitely had 
moments of struggle during this game, but a win is a win,” said 
junior Kendall Baalman. “I think I speak for the team when I say 
we are looking forward to the rest of the tournament.”

Following the first-round success, the Lady Indians advanced to 
the semifinal round on the champion side of the bracket. All semi-
final games were scheduled to be played in Plainville, and due to 
inclement weather, the game times were adjusted. The Lady In-
dians played at 1:00 PM on Friday, January 23, against the TMP 
Monarchs, a team they had previously defeated in the regular sea-
son the week before. Hoxie started the game with a 12-8 lead after 
the first quarter. By halftime, the Lady Indians extended their lead 
to 27-12. In the third quarter, Hoxie widened the gap further to 46-
21. The game concluded with an exciting 54-25 victory. 

Due to weather concerns, all remaining tournament games, ex-
cept the championship games, were postponed. The Hoxie Lady 
Indians are set to face the Oakley Plainsman on Saturday, January 
31, in Plainville for the Championship game.

(Photo by Helaina Heskett)

Lady Indians Start Strong
at MCL Tournament
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FHSU’s Next Science Café Set for February 2
 
By FHSU University Communications
Hays - Fort Hays State University’s upcoming Science Café is 

set for Monday, Feb. 2.
This month’s presentation, “Fossils, Museums, and 66 Million 

Years,” is sponsored by FHSU’s Science and Mathematics Edu-
cation Institute (SMEI) and will begin at 7 p.m. at The Venue in 
Thirsty’s Brew Pub & Grill, 2704 Vine.

Dr. Amanda Peng, FHSU Assistant Professor of Geosciences 
and Curator of Paleontology and Geology at the Sternberg Muse-
um of Natural History, will discuss how the landscape of the Great 
Plains has shaped past and present life, as well as what museums 
contribute to the study of biodiversity. 

Please note, while drinks will be available for purchase, NO 
FOOD WILL BE SERVED during Science Café.

Science Café presentations are free and open to the public. 
Questions can be directed to Cari Rohleder at cbrohleder@fhsu.
edu or 785-628-4743 or by visiting:

www.fhsu.edu/smei
www.facebook.com/FHSUScienceCafe

Nex-Generation Round Up for YouthOffers 
Over 350 Paid Internship Opportunities

Nex-Generation is excited to announce that more than 350 paid 
internship positions are now available for high school and college 
students across northwest and north central Kansas. These oppor-
tunities connect students with local businesses and organizations 
while providing valuable, real-world work experience.

Students interested in applying can visit the Nex-Generation 
website, where they will find links to the job board and application 
portal. Positions are available across a variety of industries, pro-
viding meaningful career exploration and skill-building opportu-
nities.

Participating Sheridan County businesses and organizations 
include:

•	 Amber Med-Restore Therapy
•	 Hoxie Veterinary Service, P.A.
•	 Kingdom Kiddos LLC
•	 Main Street Arts Council
•	 Mauck Medical Clinic, LLC
•	 Sheridan County
•	 Sheridan County Community Foundation, an affiliate of 

Greater Northwest Kansas Community Foundation
•	 Sheridan County Hospital
“These paid internships are a win for both students and employ-

ers,” said Janette Meis, Executive Director. “Students gain hands-
on experience, while local businesses invest in the future work-
force of Sheridan County.”

The application process ends March 1, so students are encour-
aged to apply soon. For more information and to access the intern-
ship job board, visit www.nex-generation.org.

Foundation Opens RFP for Trails Grant and 
Education Program

To advance its commitment to improving health and quality 
of life across Kansas through development of public trails, Sun-
flower Foundation has launched a Request for Proposals (RFP) for 
its Paving the Way – From Blazing Trails to Building Community 
grant and education program.

The initiative aims to support communities working to develop, 
strengthen and sustain public trails. Evidence shows that trails 
increase opportunities for outdoor physical activity and exposure 
to nature, enhance community health and vitality, support eco-
nomic development, and strengthen social connection, civic pride 
and local identity. Since 2005, the Sunflower Trails program has 
invested in more than 200 trail projects across the state, primarily 
by supporting trail construction. While this type of assistance re-
mains essential, communities looking to develop public trails also 
benefit from customized planning support, technical assistance, 
and peer learning. This multi-layered approach helps not only with 
building new trails, but also managing existing ones, planning 
future enhancements, and turning trails into lasting community 
assets.

“This initiative reflects what we’ve learned over two decades 
of investing in trails across Kansas,” said Kelli Mark, the founda-
tion’s director of Healthy Communities. “Building a trail is only 
the beginning. Communities thrive when they have the planning 
support, leadership development, and peer connections needed to 
steward and activate these spaces for long-term impact.”

Online applications are available in Sunflower’s grant manage-
ment system, Fluxx. The link to Fluxx is in the RFP, which you can 
read and download by clicking the image below. Deadline to apply 
is 4 p.m.CST Feb. 20.

Go to the Sunflower RFP web page to learn more about the trail 
RFP.

Key Information
RFP Release: Wednesday, January 14, 2026
How to Apply: Sunflower Foundation’s online grant manage-

ment system, Fluxx. Applicants must register in Fluxx to apply. A 
link to Fluxx is in the RFP.

Deadline to apply: 4 p.m. CST Friday, February 20, 2026

New Portal for Reporting Foreign-Owned
Ag Land Transactions

Washington, D.C. – The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) is launching a new online portal to streamline reporting 
of transactions involving U.S. agricultural land by foreign per-
sons, which can include businesses and governments, under the 
Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of 1978 (AFIDA). 
The new online portal is part of a broader effort to strengthen en-
forcement and protect American farmland as USDA continues its 
implementation of the National Farm Security Action Plan (PDF, 
1.2 MB).

The new online portal is available at afida.landmark.usda.gov. 
Users can access the portal with Login.gov, a sign in service that 
provides secure online access to participate in certain govern-
ment programs and reporting requirements.

The new digital portal will gather the same information found 
on the current form FSA-153 and those subject to filing may still 
file using the current FSA-153 hard copy form if desired. However, 
filers should not duplicate filings by using both submission op-
tions.

KDA Announces 2026 Custom Rates Survey
Manhattan - The Kansas Department of Agriculture is seeking 

feedback from Kansans for the 2026 Kansas Custom Rates Survey 
to collect information on rates paid for agricultural custom work. 
The survey is administered through the Kansas State University 
Land Use Survey Office and will be open through March 31, 2026.

This survey collects data on charges for custom harvesting, 
land work, haying, feed preparation and machinery rental. Wheth-
er you provide custom services or you hire custom services, know-
ing accurate, competitive prices can be crucial for the sustainabil-
ity of agricultural operations. Completion of the survey should 
take about 15 minutes.

The 2026 Kansas Custom Rates Survey is voluntary, anony-
mous and confidential. To complete the survey, please visit www.
tinyurl.com/custom26. If you are unable to complete the online 
survey but wish to participate, please contact Dr. Leah Tsoodle, 
Director, Land Use Survey Office, at LTsoodle@ksu.edu or Heath-
er Greer Johnson, KDA economist, at 785-564-6726 or Heather.C.
Johnson@ks.gov to receive a written survey or to complete the 
survey over the telephone.

The Kansas Custom Rates Survey is a collaborative effort be-
tween the KDA Division of Agriculture Marketing and the Land 
Use Survey Office within the Department of Agricultural Econom-
ics at K-State.

http://www.fhsu.edu/smei
http://www.facebook.com/FHSUScienceCafe
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Blackwood Family Dentistry

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
501 Garfield

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240
Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

HEIM BODY SHOP
Expert Body Repair & 

Paint 
Windshield Repair &

Replacement
Vehicle Accessories & 

Installation 
Thunderstruck Grille 

Guards
Spray-in-Bed Liners

785-675-2182

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net
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ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
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profe ssional   service s
Ad Rates

$6/week (billed monthly)
785-675-3321

Ask About
multi-week discounts

785-675-3321

YOUR AD HERE
785-675-3321
716 Main St, Hoxie



Septic Tank Pumping
&

Installation
LARRY’S

PLUMBING
785-462-3458

HELP WANTED
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WORD AD RATES
$4.25 - first 20 words
$0.15 - per word after

DISPLAY AD RATES
$6 per column inch

Deadline Noon Tuesday.

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED: Hoxie 
Feedyard & PSI are always 
interested in visiting with 
good people about a good job. 
We offer competitive pay and 
great benefits. Please call Scott 
Foote 785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---

FOR SALE: Crooked 
Creek Angus Registered 
2-year-old bulls located in St. 
Francis, 785-332-6206, www.
crooketcreekangus.com.

---7/TFN---

Commission 
Minutes

1/20/26

WE ARE HIRING! 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A 

FULL TIME TEAM MEMBER 
TO COME WORK FOR US! 

The ideal team member will be at least 18 years old with a valid driver’s license, 
live near Quinter, possess strong work ethic, be responsible, and punctual. 

Mechanical, equipment, and IT experience a plus, but not required 
as we will train as needed. 

$20 to 25 per hour ~ based on experience. 
Contacts: 

Don Tilton 785-299-0280 
Dathan Jamison 785-769-3361 
Jeremy Rockwell 260-802-1130 

 

JOIN OUR HOXIE TEAM!

OPEN POSITION:

Customer Service
Representative

*For further details, please contact:
 Erik Gaede, Branch President
(785)-675-3241
 or visit our website:
 www.thefsb.bank/about-us/careers

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 JJUUSSTT  LLIISSTTEEDD

 

“When you list with Farm & Ranch, it’s as good as SOLD!” 

 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 
SE/4 of Section 26-6-29 

 
FSA INFO: 155.70 Cropland ac  
CROPS: Subject to the tenant’s rights 
under a current farm lease. 
POSSESSION:  After 2026 wheat 
harvest. 
MINERAL RIGHTS: All Seller’s 
interest to Buyer.  

VIEW DRONE VIDEO @  
www.farmandranchrealty.com 

160+ ACRES CROPLAND & GRASS 
SHERIDAN COUNTY, KANSAS 

 

SELDEN 

N
 R

d 
70

 W
 

US Highway 83 marker

US Highway 83 
marker

W Rd 100  N 

FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC. 

In cooperation w/PRATT REAL ESTATE 
 

LES PRATT, Broker      785-675-8531   

 

 

DONALD L. HAZLETT, Broker        
800-247-7863 

 www.farmandranchrealty.com 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

“When you list with Farm & Ranch, it’s as good as SOLD!” 

 
 

CORY BUSSE  Listing Agent @ 785-332-8345 
 

470+ AC IRRIGATED, DRYLAND & GRASS  
GOVE COUNTY, KANSAS 

 
 
 
 

JJUUSSTT  LLIISSTTEEDD

 FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC. 
PO BOX 947 • COLBY, KS  67701 

800-247-7863 
DONALD L. HAZLETT, Broker/Auctioneer 

LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS:   
TR 1:  Tr in S/2 of 14-11-27 & 

NW/4 of 23-11-27, S of Hwy 40 
    ●175 ac irrigated  ;  ●64.56 ac dryland 
One irrigation well permitted under WR 
file #16459, for 360 AF at 1200 GPM . 
Includes 7-tower Zimmatic pivot  & motor. 
TR 2:  NW/4 AND N/2NE/4 of 14-12-27 
     ●106.04 ac dryland ; ●125+ ac grass 
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www.farmandranchrealty.com 
 

For Sale
Place your 25-word classified 

in the Kansas Press Associa-
tion and 135 more newspapers 
for only $300/ week. Find em-
ployees, sell your home or your 
car. Call the Kansas Press As-
sociation @ 785-271-5304 today! 

Miscellaneous
We Buy Houses for Cash AS-

IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy process: Call, 
get cash offer and get paid. Call 
today for your fair cash offer: 
1-913-365-1969

Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-833-641-6607 

We Buy Vintage Guitars! 
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite, Rick-
enbacker, Prairie State, D’An-
gelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These 
brands only! Call for a quote: 
1-833-641-6990 

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-4573

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans find work 
or start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-833-485-0154

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Dis-
counts available.  Call: 1-833-
752-0092

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A re-
cent study shows that a majori-
ty of people struggle to pay for 
health coverage.  Let us show 
you how much you can save.  
Call Now for a no-obligation 
quote: 1-833-928-5491 You will 
need to have your zip code to 
connect to the right provider.

INJURED IN AN ACCI-
DENT?  Don’t Accept the in-
surance company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties are enti-
tled to cash settlements in the 
$10,000’s. Get a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really 
worth. 100% Free Evaluation. 
Call Now: 1-833-770-0339

AGING ROOF? NEW 
HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, 
free estimate. Financing avail-
able.  

Call 1-833-889-4107 Have zip 
code of property ready when 
calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEAN-
UP & RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to ma-
jor damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do com-
plete repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-833-879-1451 Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call!

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need outside 
noise reduction? New, energy 
efficient windows may be the 
answer! Call for a consultation 
& FREE quote today. 1-833-880-
0052 You will need to have 
your zip code to connect to the 
right provider.

Now on this 20th day of Jan-
uary 2026, the Board of Com-
missioners, Sheridan County, 
Kansas, met in regular session 
with Chairman David Stithem 
presiding.  Other members 
present were Kyle Emigh, Mike 
“Buck” Mader, Steve Hirsch, 
County Attorney, and County 
Clerk, Heather Bracht.

At 8:00 a.m. Stithem called 
the meeting to order.

Those in attendance stood 
and recited the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Joe Herskowitz, Road & 
Bridge Supervisor, came to 
the table.  Hirsch advised the 
Board that the seeding compa-
ny will be moving equipment 
this week.

The roads will be inspected 
again and see if there is any-
thing that needs to be gone 
over.  Goetz has the culverts in 
on a piece of his property.

The bridge in the southeast 
part of the county has been 
torn out and the crew is moving 
along with the clean-up.

The Grinnell Road has been 
graveled and the gravel ripped 
in.

There was a discussion about 
closing a road/enforcing the 
erection of a fence.

The Board and Herskowitz 
discussed noxious weed and 
the treatment of prairie dogs. 
The discussion will continue.

Herskowitz advised the 
Board that three of the mow-
ers need repaired and traded 
off. He would like to get John 
Deere’s to replace them.

The Board and Herskowitz 
discussed employees and water 
in Selden.

The metal posts have been 
put in place at the south wall 
of the recycling building.  They 
will continue on the west side.

Hirsch discussed Fairview 
Cemetery with the Board.  
Hirsch will do some additional 
research.

The Board and Hirsch dis-
cussed various employment 
questions.

Hirsch will review SB314 and 
get back with the Board.

Mader made a motion, sec-
onded by Emigh, to approve 
the various 2026 Resolutions 
presented.  Carried 3-0

The January 13, 2026 Min-
utes were approved as amend-
ed on a motion by Stithem and 
second from Emigh.  Carried 
3-0

Emigh made a motion to 
approve the January 16, 2026 
Payroll as presented.  Mader 
seconded the motion.  Carried 
3-0

The following payroll was 
reviewed and approved by the 
Board:

General $64,133.35
Road & Bridge $21,488.33
Nox Weed $1,279.10
Public Transp. $705.00
Landfill $1,712.09
At 9:57 a.m. with no further 

business, Stithem made a mo-
tion to adjourn, seconded by 
Emigh.  Carried 3-0.  The next 
regular meeting will be Tues-
day, January 27, 2026, at 8:00 
a.m. in the Commissioner’s 
Room.

Attest: Heather Bracht, 
County Clerk, David Stithem, 
Chairman

Make a. ., ... 
HIJGE. 
or target your ad regionally tor the most 

cost enective media buy anywhere! 
Statewide Ads 
appear in124 
newspapers, 

reaching more 
than a million 
readers each 

and every week. 

Display, Classified 
& Online networks 

available! 

Need a more 
targeted 

campaign or 
looking for 

national 
coverage? 

Call us today 
to customize 
your plans. 

Kansas Press 
Association 

785-271-5304
316-516-3016

 

http://www.crooketcreekangus.com
http://www.crooketcreekangus.com
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HOXIE STATE INSURANCE, INC.
824 Main - PO Box 378 - Hoxie, KS 67740

(785) 675-3263 - Fax (785) 675-3721
Winona Office (785) 846-7401

hoxieins@ruraltel.net
Shane - Garrett - Dustin - Jana - Hannah

AUTO - FARM - HOME - CROP - HEALTH - LIFE

945 Main St. PO B  198
Hoxie, Kansas 67740

Hardware

HIRSCH LAW OFFICE
Steven W. Hirsch

821 Main Street

Hoxie, KS 67740

785-675-3762

Income Tax Preparation
Tax Projections

Farm & Business Planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

MM
Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

Company

736 Main

PO Box 565

Hoxie, KS 67740

eland@ruraltel.net

785-675-3217

Eland Title

877-754-2111

Advertise on 

This Page

in

COLOR

785-675-3321
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Graphics & Design
716 Main Street, Hoxie, KS 67740

For Custom Quotes:
Call 778855--667755--33332211 or Email: advertising@sheridansentinel.com

For Windows,
Vehicles Any Size!

High quality
images on vinyl!

Our new
Roland Printer
will print up to

50” wide!

Copies up to 11x17”
Office Supplies

Stop in or Call us Today!
Temporary/Permanent

Indoor/Outdoor

Indoor/Outdoor
Grommets Available

Embroidery & Heat Press
Caps, Shirts, Totes 

& more

Vinyl Decals

Banners

Magnets

Posters

Business Cards

Envelopes, Forms

Flyers & More

Decorated Apparel

With your one-year subscription to
The Sheridan Sentinel 

you will receive:
* 14 months (2 months FREE! -first year only ~ NEW subscribers only)
	 - print edition $52 (w/complimentary online edition)
	 - online edition $26
* Local area coverage, including:
	 - events
	 - agriculture
	 - schools
	 - state & national news
* Special editions:
	 - annual In Memmoriam issue of those who passed in the
	   previous year (January)
	 - full-color Graduation Magazine (May)
	 - elementary school Santa Letters (December)
	 - Regional & State academic & sport sections
	 - and others as they are implemented

The Sheridan Sentinel
SUBSCRIBE NOW!SUBSCRIBE NOW!

1 Year Print Subscription
$52

(includes complimentary online edition)
Online Subscription

1-Year
$26

Print Subscription
6-Month

$26
Return this card with your payment.

Make checks payable to:
The Sheridan Sentinel

Or pay online at sheridansentinel.com

The Sheridan Sentinel
716 Main Street, PO Box 78, Hoxie, KS 67740

785-675-3321
accounting@sheridansentinel.com

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________

City, ST, Zip: _______________________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________

71.6 Main Street, Hoxie, KS 67740 For Custom Quotes: Call 785-675-3321 or Email: accounting@sheridansentinel.com 

Indoor/Outdoor 
Grommets also 

available 

Temporary /Permanent 
Indoor/Outdoor 

------ ·-----------------------------Business Cards 
------ ·-----------------------------

---.. ... .. • .. - .......... - .......... --------..... •4'- ·---0 ffi ce Printing 
------ ·----------------------------------- ·-----------------------------Envelopes & More! 
------ . -----------------------------

Our Roland Printer will print 
up to 50" wide! 

For Windows, Vehicles, 
Magnets any! 

High quality images on vinyl! 

Print any quantity 
business fliers! 

Copies - up to ll" x l 7" Office Supplies Stop in or Call us Today! 

OUR
SERVICES
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Company

PO Box 565

Hoxie, KS 67740

eland@ruraltel.net

785-675-3217

Eland Title
Income Tax Preparation

Tax Projections
Farm & Business Planning

Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA 

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

“You Crop Insurance Headquarters”
Steven A. Watkins, MBA
Crop Insurance Specialist
901 Trail Ave.
PO Box 840
Hoxie, KS 67740

Toll Free: 1-800-232-3239
Office: 785-675-3239

Fax: 785-675-3230
Cell: 785-675-1017

Nights & Weekends: 785-675-9966

E-mail: watkinscroptax@yahoo.com
www.watkinscropinsurance.com


