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She may be quiet,She may be quiet,
but she’s a warriorbut she’s a warrior

and her prayersand her prayers
can move mountains.can move mountains.

~African~African Proverb Proverb

ReligionReligion
is for people who are afraid of going to hell.is for people who are afraid of going to hell.

SpiritualitySpirituality
is for those who have already been there.is for those who have already been there.

~Native American Proverb~Native American Proverb

(HHS photo)

By Amanda Cheney
After several storm delays, the Hoxie girls’ track 

team received its back-to-back 2A State Championship 
trophy around 1am. The 2026 KSHSAA State Track 
Meet was held in Wichita at Cessna Stadium on May 
29-30, and Hoxie took 19 qualifying events, 5 coming 
from the boys’ team and 14 from the girls’.

Individual events are where Hoxie truly thrived at 
State this year. Sophomore Camryn Gourley qualified 
in four events, all of which she holds the Hoxie school 
records, and now holds the 2A state meet record for two.

Gourley’s performance in the 100m hurdles was 
outstanding, earning a 1st-place finish with a time of 
14.41 and capturing the State meet record. Her prelim 
run in the 100m dash broke the state record with a time 
of 12.02 on Friday; in Saturday’s finals race, Gourley 
earned 3rd place overall. Her success in her final two 
events, the 200m (4th place) and the 300m hurdles (5th 
place), helped secure points for the team championship. 

Senior team members also led the way in multiple 
events. Madi Meier also broke the Hoxie school record 
in one of her individual events; her 400m dash earned 
her 7th place overall. Meier also competed in the 200m 
dash where she earned 6th place with a new PR. Taegan 
Lindenman competed as an individual in the 3200m 
run, where she earned an 8th place finish. Michael 
Haffner competed in the 3200m with a 4th place finish, 
and broke the HHS record for his 1600m performance, 
earning himself a 3rd place finish. 

Other competitors for the Hoxie teams helped 
contribute both team points and energy to the long, 
successful weekend. For the girls, Emma Schamberger 
competed in long jump, where she earned 5th place, 
as well as triple jump where she ended in 7th place. 
Harper Mauck also qualified in triple jump and earned 
an impressive 4th place finish. Junior Kendall Baalman 
qualified for javelin for the third time in her high school 
career, and she earned 8th place. Also in the throwing 
events, sophomore Jaylen Herl qualified for State for 
the second year in a row in discus, and she earned 
10th place overall. For the boys, senior Javon Kachel 
competed in discus, where he ended his high school 
career as 18th overall. Sophomore Noah Nickelson 
rounded out the individual boys’ competitors in javelin, 
and he earned 10th place.

Hoxie Dominates at 
State Track

Kelsey Epp New SCCF 
Executive Director

By Kelsey Epp, Executive Director, Sheridan County 
Community Foundation

Hoxie - The Sheridan County Community 
Foundation (SCCF) Board of Directors is pleased 
to announce the appointment of Kelsey Epp as the 
organization’s next Executive Director, effective March 
28, 2026.

Epp will succeed Karl Pratt, who has served as 
Executive Director and helped guide the Foundation 
through a period of significant growth, community 
investment, and organizational development. The 
Board selected Epp following a thoughtful transition 
process and is confident in her ability to continue 
advancing SCCF’s mission of strengthening Sheridan 
County through charitable giving, leadership, and 
community partnerships.

“Kelsey brings a deep commitment to our 
communities, strong leadership skills, and a passion 
for serving others,” said the SCCF Board Chair, Jason 
Weimer. “The Foundation Board is excited to welcome 
her into this role and look forward to the vision and 
energy she will bring to the Foundation’s future.”

As Executive Director, Epp will oversee the 
Foundation’s charitable funds, donor relations, 
grantmaking programs, community initiatives, and 
strategic partnerships. She will work closely with 
donors, nonprofit organizations, local leaders, and 
volunteers to support projects and programs that 
improve quality of life throughout Sheridan County.

“I am honored to serve as the next Executive Director 
of the Sheridan County Community Foundation,” said 
Epp. “SCCF has a strong history of supporting local 
causes and creating opportunities for our communities 
to thrive. I look forward to building on that foundation, 
working alongside our donors and partners, and 
helping create a lasting impact for future generations.”

SCCF manages charitable funds established by 
individuals, families, businesses, and organizations 
who wish to invest in the future of Sheridan County. 
Through grants, scholarships, and community 
leadership initiatives, SCCF helps address local needs 
and support long-term community development.

The Board of Directors extends its gratitude to Pratt 
for his dedicated service and leadership and looks 
forward to supporting Epp as she begins her tenure.

For more information about the Sheridan 
County Community Foundation, visit www.
growsheridancounty.org or contact the Foundation at 
director@growsheridancounty.org.

SCCF is an affiliate of the Greater Northwest Kansas 
Community Foundation based in Bird City. The 
foundation seeks to encourage, prudently manage, 
and distribute charitable contributions to improve the 
quality of life for Sheridan County residents, now and 
in the future. To learn more, contact Epp at 785-677-
5090, director@growsheridancounty.org, or visit www.
growsheridancounty.org. Connect with SCCF at www.
facebook.com/sheridanccf.

Dr. Gaede: Caring for 
Neighbors When it Matters 

Most
In a rural setting like 

Sheridan County, access 
to healthcare isn’t just 
about convenience, it can 
be the difference between 
getting care in time or 
waiting hours to be seen.

For Dr. Gaede, that 
reality is what makes his 
work at AmberMed so 
meaningful.

Born and raised outside 
of Hoxie on his family’s 
farm/ranch, Dr. Gaede 
returned to western Kansas after completing medical 
school and residency. He joined AmberMed in 2023 
and now cares for patients in the same community 
where he grew up.

“The road of life led me back,” he said.
What he values most about practicing in a rural 

setting is the continuity of care. 
“I get to care for patients through every stage of their 

health,” he said. “From managing chronic conditions to 
helping them recover when they’re sick or injured.”

That connection often spans generations. As a family 
medicine physician, Dr. Gaede has cared for multiple 
members of the same families.

“On the same day, I might care for a grandparent in 
the morning and their grandchild in the afternoon,” he 
said. “You’re not just caring for patients—you’re caring 
for neighbors.”

That community connection also shapes how care 
is delivered. Because many patients would otherwise 
need to travel for hours to see a specialist, Dr. Gaede 
and the AmberMed team work to provide as much care 
as possible locally.

“We manage a wide variety of conditions right here,” 
he said. “We do as much as we can before referring 
patients, because we know traveling for care can be 
difficult.”

In emergency situations, that proximity can be 
critical.

“Time matters,” he said. “Having care close to home 
can make all the difference.”

Dr. Gaede credits the AmberMed team for creating a 
strong, patient-centered environment.

“Everyone here is focused on what’s best for the 
patient,” he said. “That shows up every day.”

His message to Sheridan County is straightforward:
“We’re here for you. You can trust that we’ll listen, 

care, and do everything we can to help.”

The cart path project on holes 7 & 8 has officially 
been completed!

Funding for both paths was generously donated by 
Rick Fleenor in memory of his wife, Marisa (William) 
Fleenor. The staff and members are  incredibly 
grateful for this meaningful contribution to the golf  
course.

Sand Creek Concrete and Kyle William provided 
discounted concrete, and to the City of Hoxie 
assisted with blading and preparing the paths.

“A special thank you as well to the individuals 
and businesses who donated their time, labor, 
equipment, and support throughout this project: 
Weston Bainter, Jim Erwin, Kevin Robbins, Chuck 
Eberle, Fred Washburn, Chris Heim, Colin Heim, 
Dan William, and Campbell Concrete Construction. 
We truly appreciate everyone who played a part 
in helping make this improvement happen for the 
course.”

Hoxie Golf Course
Cart Path Project Completed

Winners of the Flyboy Car Show held Sunday, 
May 24, were People’s Choice: Harold Bellerive 
with a ‘61 Chevy Bubble top: City of Morland Award: 
Pam & Alex Silos with a ‘67 Chevy Chevelle; and a 
Miscellaneous Award of a Metric Socket and Ratchet 
Set went to Bryce Critchfield. (Morland Community 
Foundation Facebook photo)

Flyboy Car Show Winners

June StoryWalk is all 
about Dinosaurs! The 
book is “Big Words for 
Little Paleontologists” by 
National Geographic Kids. 
Perfect for the summer 
reading program “Unearth 
a Story” at the library 
through June.

Selden’s June StoryWalk
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In an effort to streamline the call process with 
calls for service the Hoxie Police Department 
phone number has changed to 785-675-3481. This 
will ring you into Sheridan County Communications 
as they already dispatch for the police department. 
This will allow trained dispatchers to take your 
information/complaint and dispatch the police 
department to you. This will also provide 24/7 
phone coverage when the City Office is closed. 
As always, the Hoxie Police Department is here 
to serve you and assist with any issues you may 
have.

Paul Wisinger, Chief
Hoxie Police Department

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

The Selden Senior Citizens met on Thursday May 28,  
at the Community Center for a good meal prepared by 
Gloria Goscha of Midway Cafe followed by an afternoon 
of pinochle.  Those enjoying the day included Marge 
Wison, Helen Carman, Barb Jones, Carol Guest, Betty 
Hickert, Ellis Walker, and Steve Skubal.  Those staying 
to play cards were JR Albers with a score of 681, Bob 
Wessel with a score of 511, Jacque Boultinghouse with 
a score of 667, Boyd Wilson with a score of 632, and 
Rose Bainter with a score of 495.

Sympathies go out to the family of Carlene Childs.  
She passed away on May 7, 2026, and lived in Olathe. 
She was preceded in death by her husband Gerald 
Childs and is survived by two daughters, Leslie 
Giarraputo of Overland Park, and Laurie Turner of 
Liberty, MO.

Birthdays & Anniversaries:
June 4: Bob & Pat Wessel, Travis & Jodi Ryburn
June 5: Steve & Judy Rogers, Chris & Robynn Wessel
June 8: Randy Sulzman
June 9: Barbara Nelson, Beau Korte, Marci Stickel
June 10: Ryan Shaw

Combat “Summer Slide” and 
Screen Fatigue with Free 
Outdoor STEM Lessons

Louisville, KY – The TurfMutt Foundation, which 
advocates for the care and use of backyards, public 
parks, school yards and other green spaces, reminds 
parents and guardians of its free educational resources 
designed to entice kids away from their screens and 
into the green space around them this summer. 

The TurfMutt Foundation offers downloadable 
activity guides, interactive lesson plans and outdoor 
exploration challenges tailored for children in 
grades K-8. These hands-on lessons are rooted in 
STEM standards and encourage kids to engage with 
the “outdoor learning labs” of their backyards and 
community parks. 

Families can watch a quick “Mulligan Minute” for 
inspiration before heading outside to start their own 
exploration. See the latest segments from CBS Lucky 
Dog at https://www.turfmutt.com/education/videos.   

The TurfMutt educational suite includes lessons on: 
•    Environmental Superpowers: Understanding how 

green space produces oxygen, combats heat islands 
and traps carbon. 

•    Bio-Mapping: Identifying and charting local flora 
and fauna to understand neighborhood diversity.

•    Rain Gauging: Tracking rainfall patterns to 
understand drought and water conservation.

•    Wildlife Support: Learning how backyard 
biodiversity helps ecosystems thrive and supports 
pollinators.

About the TurfMutt Foundation
TurfMutt, founded in 2009, was created by the 

Outdoor Power Equipment Institute’s (OPEI) TurfMutt 
Foundation and has reached more than 70 million 
children, educators, and families in that time. More 
information at https://www.turfmutt.com/. 

Grinnell After Harvest 
Festival

Just a quick note that the plans for the Grinnell After 
Harvest Festival are coming along.  The dates are 
July 17 & 18, with the Cow Paddy 4-person scramble on 
Sunday, 19th.

Friday night will again be a great band sponsored by 
NWKS Radio.  This year the band is

Smokin’ J’s from Kansas City.  There will be a pulled 
pork supper from 6 – 8 and then the band plays.

Saturday will be the usual 5 K Run/Walk by the 
Alumni Assn.  Breakfast in the Park by and for the GP3 
group from 8-10, while we watch the Motorcycle Poker 
Run take off at 9:00.  There will be a Farmers Market in 
the Fire Station from 9 til 2.  The Parade line up will be 
at 10:00 along the Pathway Ag road east of town.  The 
Parade will be at 10:30, and afterwards all the games 
will be played in succession, starting with the Kiddie 
Tractor Pull.  A great Harvest Fest Show & Shine will 
be from 11 to 5 PM on Main Street.  Lunch will be 
hamburgers, beans & chips with free will offering for 
the Harvest Fest. 

There will be an afternoon Water Slide for the kids, 
a softball tournament to watch, and many games for 
young and old.  From 4 to 6 will be a Bounce House, and 
Laser Tag.  The Iron Order Motorcycle Club will serve 
supper from 5 to 8, while the Corn Hole Tournament 
gets going, and after that the Dart Tournament.  Stay 
for Music by DJ Doug, and then the Fireworks show at 
9:45.  It will be a full day of fun, so mark your calendars 
for July 17 & 18th at the City Park in Grinnell.  For 
further info, call Leona at 785-672-1201.

Before the 
world gets 

loud…
before the 

stress hits…
before the rush 

steals your 
peace…

sit with God for 
a minute.

Because life 
just feels 

different when 
your soul wakes 
up before your 

worries do.

Kansas Archeological 
Training Program

Field School Returns!
Russell – The Kansas Archeological Training 

Program (KATP) Field School begins on June 4th, 
offering the public enthusiasts the unique opportunity 
to explore Kansas history through hands-on 
archeological excavation, educational workshops, and 
public programs. 

Hosted annually by the Kansas Historical Society 
in partnership with the Kansas Anthropological 
Association, the KATP Field School allows participants 
of all ages and skill levels to work alongside professional 
archeologists as well as experienced avocational 
archaeologists to uncover and document Kansas’ past. 
This year, participants will be excavating a variety 
of sites in Russell including a petroglyph carving, a 
possible tipi ring site, a historic farmstead, a historic 
schoolhouse, a two-story stone structure, and a site 
related to World War II Army Air Force history. Most of 
these sites have never been previously documented or 
researched, and survey work in the field could discover 
more sites. 

In addition to excavations, the field school includes 
a variety of presentations, programs, and other 
workshops providing attendees with the opportunity to 
hear from experts about preservation efforts across the 
state and other archeological discoveries. 

Events Include:
6/4 - 6/15 - Russell - Kansas Archeology Training 

Program Field School (KATP)
6/5 - Russell - KATP program - Deines Cultural 

Center – 7 to 8 p.m.
6/6 - Hays - KATP Evening Tour of Fort Hays State 

Historic Site – 7 to 9 p.m.
6/7 - Russell - KATP Certification Program Meeting 

– 7 to 8 p.m.
6/8 - Russell - KATP Fossil Station Museum and The 

Avenue of History – 7 to 9 p.m.
6/9 - Russell - KATP Kansas Anthropological 

Association Executive Meeting – 7 to 8 p.m.
6/10 - Russell - Kansas Archeology Lab and Field 

Work Tours- 2 to 5 p.m.
6/10 - Russell - Register of Historic Places Workshop 

– 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
6/10 - Russell - KATP Presentation “From Early 

Naturalists of the Plains to the Sternberg Fossil Lab” – 7 
to 8 p.m.

6/11 - Russell - KATP Presentation “Petroglyphs of 
the Kansas Smoky Hills” with Rex Buchanan – 7 to 8 
p.m.

6/12 - Russell - KATP Presentation “Walker Army 
Airfield and the Battle of Kansas” – 7 to 8 p.m.

6/13 - Russell - Kansas Archeology Lab and Field 
Work Tours - 2 - 5 p.m.

Registration for the KATP Field School has closed, 
but all other programs are open to the public. For more 
information, program schedules, and event details, 
visit kansashistory.org or contact us at 785-272-8681.

Volunteers Needed
to Help Track

Kansas Bumble Bees
Pratt – The Kansas Department of Wildlife and 

Parks (KDWP) is seeking volunteers to help protect 
Kansas bumble bees for the fifth year of the Great 
Plains Bumble Bee Atlas. The Bumble Bee Atlas is a 
community science project that trains volunteers to 
survey and document bumble bees and their habitats 
across the Great Plains.

With pollinator declines accelerating, the Bumble 
Bee Atlas gives people a way to take action conserving 
bumble bees. Training is available for anyone interested 
in getting involved.

The Bumble Bee Atlas is a nationwide effort spanning 
21 states, where trained community scientists help 
researchers document bumble bees and the habitats 
they use. The data collected helps researchers, state 
and federal agencies, and policymakers better support 
these important pollinators.

Over the past four summers, Kansas participants 
have identified six bumble bee species, two of which 
are considered at risk of extinction. Since 2022, 
participants have recorded 2,300 bumble bees and 
conducted 263 surveys across the state.

This year, the Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation and KDWP will host both online and 
in-person training events in May and June. The goal 
this summer is to survey unsampled areas in Kansas, 
particularly prairie habitat in the western part of the 
state.

“All you need to become a volunteer is an interest 
in pollinators and the ability to spare a couple of 
weekends between June and September,” said Katie 
Lamke, a conservation biologist for the Xerces Society. 
“We especially need volunteers who want to explore 
sparsely populated areas like the western prairies, 
where we have less information about bumble bees.”

To learn how to do bumble bee surveys, volunteers 
can watch the most recently recorded online training, 
review the project handbook, and attend one of the 
in-person training sessions. The in-person sessions 
provide hands-on experience with the project methods, 
including swinging a net and photographing bumble 
bees.

The two in-person training events will be held on 
June 6 at the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve and 
on June 7 at the Sandsage Bison Range Wildlife Area.  
The events are free, but preregistration is required. 
Visit BumbleBeeAtlas.org/pages/events to register.  
Participants are encouraged to view the recorded 
online training webinar, available on the Xerces 
Society’s YouTube page, before attending an in-person 
training session.

“We are excited that the Great Plains Bumble Bee 
Atlas is continuing in Kansas for the next two years,” 
said Diedre Kramer, wildlife diversity coordinator for 
KDWP.  “This is a great opportunity for volunteers 
to get out and appreciate the wild spaces we have in 
Kansas while also providing valuable information that 
will help inform conservation efforts in the future.”

To stay informed about the progress of the Bumble 
Bee Atlas, sign up for the mailing list and connect on 
Facebook and Instagram (@bumblebeeatlas).  For more 
information about the Great Plains Bumble Bee Atlas 
project, visit https://www.bumblebeeatlas.org/great-
plains.

This project has been financed, in part, through 
the State Wildlife Grant Program under Grant 
#F25AF00897 from the Fish and Wildlife Service, a 
division of the United States Department of the Interior, 
which is administered by the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks.



CONTACT YOUR COMMISSIONER
Chairman: David Stithem ~ sixds@ruraltel.net

Vice-Chair: Buck Mader  ~  mcauto2@outlook.com 
Kyle Emigh ~ ebrosfarms@gmail.com

Submission Guidelines
Print-ready ads and content deadline: noon Tuesday
Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.

Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must be 
emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in .jpg or .png format.

All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).

Please email articles, news, and photos to:
editor@sheridansentinel.com or bring them by our office at

716 Main Street, Hoxie.
For advertising, send to lori@sheridansentinel.com

We confirm receipt of all emailed submissions within 24-hours.
If you have not received confirmation, or if it is a

time-sensitive submission, please call us at 785-675-3321.
www.sheridansentinel.com

Thursday, June 4 2026    Page 3
The Sheridan Sentinel NWKS & AG

Colby Volleyball Hosts
July Camps

Colby — The Colby Community College volleyball 
program will host two youth camps in July at the Colby 
Event Center for students entering grades 5 through 
12. Instruction will be led by head coach Carey Jones 
and CCC volleyball players. All campers will receive a 
Trojan volleyball T-shirt.

The middle school camp for students entering grades 
5 through 8 will be held July 7-8. Participants will focus 
on fundamental skill development, including passing, 
setting, serving, and serve-receive, and will also be 
introduced to hitting and blocking techniques. Athletes 
will participate in competitive drills and controlled 
gameplay designed to build confidence and improve 
understanding of the game. The registration fee is $125 
for overnight campers and $100 for commuters, both of 
which include meals.

The high school overnight skills camp for students 
entering grades 9 through 12 will be July 9-10. 
Registration is $125 for overnight campers and $100 for 
commuters. The camp will feature advanced training, 
including position-specific instruction, faster-paced 
drills, and an emphasis on strategy, systems, and 
court awareness. Athletes will refine key skills while 
competing in game-like situations.

Camp registration forms can be downloaded at 
colbytrojans.com. For more information, contact Jones 
at (785) 269-7728.

Kansas Crop Progress and Condition
Manhattan - For the week ending May 31, 2026, there were 4.2 days suitable for 

fieldwork, according to the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. Topsoil 
moisture supplies rated 17% very short, 26% short, 50% adequate, and 7% surplus. 
Subsoil moisture supplies rated 19% very short, 29% short, 49% adequate, and 3% 
surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter wheat condition rated 
24% very poor, 31% poor, 30% fair, 14% good, and 1% 
excellent. Winter wheat coloring was 79%, well ahead of 
50% last year and 39% for the five-year average. Mature 
was 30%, well ahead of 1% last year and 4% average.

Corn condition rated 2% very poor, 5% poor, 29% fair, 
58% good, and 6% excellent. Corn planted was 85%, 
behind 91% last year, and near 88% average. Emerged 
was 67%, behind 72% last year, and near 70% average.

Soybean condition 
rated 2% very poor, 5% 
poor, 32% fair, 57% good, 
and 4% excellent.

Soybeans planted was 
75%, near 71% last year, 
and ahead of 65% average. 
Emerged was 57%, ahead 
of 49% last year and 45% 
average.

Sorghum planted was 
26%, near 28% last year, 
and equal to average.

Cotton planted was 77%, 
near 81% last year and 76% 
average.

Sunflowers planted was 
28%, ahead of 22% last 
year and 20% average.

Pasture and Range 
Report: Pasture and range 
conditions rated 12% 
very poor, 19% poor, 30% 
fair, 34% good, and 5% 
excellent.

Enrollment Period
and Payment Rates for Specialty Crop Farmers

Washington, D.C. - U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins today announced payment rates and 
the enrollment period for the Assistance for Specialty Crops Farmers (ASCF) program. The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) will issue $1.625 billion in payments to eligible specialty crop producers in response to 
elevated input costs and market disruptions resulting from foreign competitors engaging in unfair trade practices 
that impeded specialty crop exports. Producers who have a Login.gov account can access and submit their pre-
filled application starting June 1, 2026. Producers who do not have a Login.gov account or prefer to enroll in 
person at their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office can request their prefilled application beginning June 8, 
2026. The ASCF enrollment period closes on Aug. 7, 2026.

“The Trump administration continues to put Farmers First and is committed to ensuring the economic strength of 
our specialty crop operations as we continue opening new markets abroad and strengthening demand domestically 
for American produce,” said Secretary Rollins. “Building on the success of the Farmer Bridge Assistance program, 
we are using an expedited program application and payment process through the One Farmer, One File system 
to ensure specialty crop producers also receive the necessary financial assistance as quickly as possible, while we 
work to build a more robust market with lower input costs and more opportunities.

These payments are authorized under the Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act and are administered 
by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Specialty crop payments are intended to provide financial support to allow 
producers to pay for production and marketing inputs in the face of significant market disruptions during the 2025 
growing season.

How to Apply
Pre-filled applications will be available online to producers with a Login.gov account who timely filed their 2025 

crop acreage report for eligible specialty crops. Starting on June 1, 2026, producers who have a Login.gov account 
can access and submit their pre-filled application from fsa.usda.gov/ascf. Beginning June 8, 2026, producers can 
request their pre-filled ASCF application from their FSA county office.

The deadline to submit completed ASCF applications is Aug. 7, 2026. Producers can complete their applications 
online or submit them to their FSA county office.

Payments will be issued as applications are submitted and approved, beginning as early as the first week of 
signup.

Login.gov
Login.gov is the public’s one account for government. Producers can use one account and password for secure, 

private access to participating government agencies, including FSA.
To apply for ASCF online, producers can start by visiting fsa.usda.gov/ascf to create their Login.gov account. 

Producers who have an existing Login.gov account can work with FSA using their existing account.
With a secure Login.gov account, producers can be amongst the first to apply for ASCF, allowing them to view, 

complete, certify, and submit their application as well as track their application and payment status.
For assistance creating a Login.gov account, visit login.gov/help.
Eligibility
Specialty crop acres of eligible crops reported to FSA as an initial, double crop, repeat crop, or subsequent crop 

by April 24, 2026, will be used to determine ASCF program payments. Acreage that is reported as a cover crop, 
prevented planted, or with an intended use of grazing, left standing, green manure, silage, forage, volunteer, or 
experimental will not be used to determine ASCF program payments.

For a list of eligible specialty crops visit fsa.usda.gov/ascf. Specialty crops grown in a controlled environment 
are not eligible, except for mushrooms.

Crop insurance linkage is not required; however, USDA strongly urges producers to take advantage of the new 
risk management tools provided in the Working Families Tax Cuts Act, also known as the One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act, to best protect against future price risk and volatility.

Payment Calculation
FSA used national average revenue per crop as a metric for developing the ASCF program payment categories 

and payment rates listed below. For a full list of eligible crops under each category, visit fsa.usda.gov/ascf.
•	 Tier 1 - $650 per acre
Includes eligible specialty crops with an average annual revenue of more than $10,000 per acre.
•	 Tier 2 - $225 per acre
Includes eligible specialty crops with an average annual revenue of more than $2,300 per acre and up to $10,000 

per acre.
•	 Tier 3 - $65 per acre
Includes eligible specialty crops with an average annual revenue of up to $2,300 per acre.
•	 Beans and Peas - $25 per acre
Includes all types of beans and peas that were not eligible for the FBA program.
For more information on how revenue per acre was calculated, visit fsa.usda.gov/ascf.
The ASCF payment limitation is $250,000.
More Information
More information on ASCF is available online at fsa.usda.gov/ascf. Producers can also contact their local FSA 

county office.

USDA Launches Great 
American Cotton Plan to 

Revitalize the Cotton Farm 
Economy

Washington, D.C. - U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Brooke L. Rollins today announced the Great American 
Cotton Plan (PDF, 2.7 MB), a comprehensive USDA 
initiative to strengthen the cotton farm economy, 
restore domestic textile manufacturing, expand cotton 
trade opportunities, and increase demand for products 
made with American-grown cotton.

“Since 1607, cotton has helped build and sustain 
rural America. Our farmers grow some of the highest-
quality cotton in the world, but over the last several 
years America’s cotton growers have been crushed by 
rising costs, unfair foreign competition, and a flood of 
cheap synthetic products. In 2023, we lost our status as 
the world’s top cotton exporter to Brazil. This change 
starts today,” said Secretary Rollins. “The Trump 
Administration is committed to ensuring American 
cotton once again becomes the fiber of choice with the 
Great American Cotton Plan — a bold effort to restore 
profitability for cotton producers, strengthen rural 
economies, rebuild domestic textile manufacturing, 
and bring American cotton back into the products 
families use every day. Supporting natural fibers like 
cotton also aligns with the Make America Healthy 
Again agenda as Americans grow increasingly 
concerned about microplastics and synthetic materials 
in everyday products. Cotton is natural, breathable, 
biodegradable, and proudly grown by American 
farmers — not manufactured from petroleum-based 
plastics that can shed microplastics into our soil, water, 
and bodies.”

The announcement comes as cotton producers face 
a fifth consecutive year of negative returns driven by 
rising input costs, trade distortions, and increasing 
competition from synthetic materials. As part of the 
plan, USDA will elevate the “Plant Not Plastic” initiative 
to encourage consumers to purchase products made 
with healthy natural American cotton fibers rather than 
synthetic plastic-based alternatives.

Cotton remains one of the most economically 
significant crops in the United States, supporting 
producers and rural communities. USDA estimates 
every $1 generated at the cotton farm gate creates 
approximately $15 in direct economic activity across 
related industries.

However, the cotton industry continues facing severe 
economic pressure. USDA forecasts producers could 

lose approximately $2.6 
billion across 9 million 
planted acres during 
the upcoming crop year. 
Since 1980, the number 
of U.S. cotton gins has 
declined from 2,254 
to 446, while domestic 
textile production 
facilities have sharply 
contracted over the last 
two decades.

At the same time, nearly 

70 percent of the world’s 
textile fibers are now 
synthetic, most of them 
plastic-based materials 
such as polyester.

Cotton is a natural fiber 
harvested from the cotton 
plant’s seedpods and has 
been used in clothing 
and household products 
for thousands of years 
due to its breathability, 
softness, durability, and 
comfort. Unlike synthetic 
fibers such as polyester, 
nylon, and acrylic, 
which are petroleum-
based and chemically 
manufactured, cotton 
is biodegradable and 
naturally breathable.

As part of the 
Administration’s broader 
Make America Healthy 
Again priorities, USDA 
and HHS are promoting 
greater awareness around 
natural fibers and the 
potential impacts of 
synthetic materials. 
Cotton’s natural structure 
allows for strong air 
circulation and moisture 
absorption, helping keep 
consumers cooler and 
more comfortable. Cotton 
can absorb up to 27 
times its weight in water, 
making it especially 
effective at pulling 
moisture away from 

Continued on page 7
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Grain Report Weather Report
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Newsstands
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Raye’s Grocery

Decatur County Museum to 
Present Col. Rudolph Dichtl
The Decatur County Museum is so excited to have 

Colonel Rudolph J. Dichtl in Oberlin on Monday, 
August 10, to speak about a project he was involved in 
– the Shroud of Turin Research Project (STRUP).

The Shroud of Turin has long been a source of 
fascination. First documented in France in the 14th 
century, the 14-foot-long linen cloth purportedly 
wrapped the body of Jesus after he was crucified some 
2,000 years ago.

Of the original 36 members of STRUP, Col. Dichtl is 
one of the 12 remaining members to have examined the 
Shroud cloth.  

Admission, August 10, will be a free-will donation 
with all proceeds going toward siding for the museum’s 
historic St. Mark’s Church.  Come enjoy Col. Dichtl’s 
presentation and help us preserve for future generations 
this beautiful piece of history.

Oberlin Project to Receive 
KDOT Cost Share Program 

Funds
Topeka - Governor Laura Kelly and Transportation 

Secretary Calvin Reed announced $5.9 million in 
awards for nine transportation construction projects 
through the Kansas Department of Transportation’s 
(KDOT) Cost Share Program for spring 2026. This 
state investment will leverage more than $3.7 million 
in community matching funds, totaling more than 
$9.6 million for infrastructure improvements that will 
enhance safety, support local economies, and improve 
connectivity across Kansas.

The KDOT Cost Share Program plays a critical 
role in helping both rural and urban areas advance 
transportation projects. Its focus areas include 
improving safety, supporting job retention and growth, 
alleviating congestion, and enhancing access and 
mobility for Kansans. The program is a cornerstone 
of the Kelly administration’s 10-year, bipartisan 
Eisenhower Legacy Transportation Program (IKE).

Since its inception in fall 2019, the Cost Share 
Program has awarded state funding of nearly $170 
million to Kansas communities. As one of KDOT’s 
most popular initiatives, it has supported 216 projects 
statewide, attracting an additional $135 million in local 
matching funds.

Spring 2026 Cost Share recipients are:
•	 City of Garden Plain – North Garden Plain 

Walk and Bike Connectivity Project
•	 City of Leavenworth – Leavenworth’s Safe 

Streets Approach to 10th Avenue
•	 City of Oberlin – North York & West Adams 

Street Reconstruction and Safety Improvement 
Project

•	 City of Paola – Baptiste Drive Rebuild
•	 City of South Hutchinson – Main Street 

Corridor Safety & Revitalization Project
•	 Haskell County – NN Road Improvements
•	 Lincoln County – Westfall Road Improvements
•	 Marion County – Nighthawk Road: 190th to 

U.S. 56
•	 Riley County – Winkler Mills Road Bridge 

Replacement

City Wide
Garage Sales

The City-Wide Garage Sales, sponsored by the 
Oberlin Decatur Area Chamber of Commerce, will be 
Friday, June 12 and Saturday, June 13. The list of garage 
sale locations will be available by Tuesday, June 9.

During World War II (1939-1945), the Battle of 
Normandy, which lasted from June 1944 to August 
1944, resulted in the Allied liberation of Western 
Europe from Nazi Germany’s control. Codenamed 
Operation Overlord, the battle began on June 6, 1944, 
also known as D-Day, when some 156,000 American, 
British and Canadian forces landed on five beaches 
along a 50-mile stretch of the heavily fortified coast of 
France’s Normandy region. The invasion was one of the 
largest amphibious military assaults in history. By late 
August 1944, all of northern France had been liberated, 
and by the following spring the Allies had defeated the 
Germans. The Normandy landings have been called 
the beginning of the end of war in Europe.

Remembering D-Day June 6

Making Oberlin better is a team effort- and we are so 
grateful for the incredible effort of MOGA!

When GROW needed a place to call home, they 
stepped in and purchased a building. When we 
outgrew the space, they didn’t hesitate- they spent their 
evenings finishing the back room of our office (and it 
looks amazing.. stop in and check it out next time you’re 
downtown). When we found ourselves short handed at 
the grill during Cruise Night, they showed up ready to 
help- even bringing a spare grill with them! 

This kind of commitment, generosity, and 
willingness to jump in wherever needed is what makes 
this community so special. 

Huge thank you to Jason Berry, Chris Kaiser, and 
Quinton Cook for all you do for GROW and for truly 
Making Oberlin Great Again, you are appreciated! 

GROW Decatur County Foundation is an affiliate of 
GNWKCF. Making Oberlin better is a team effort- and 
we are so grateful for the incredible effort of MOGA!

When GROW needed a place to call home, they 
stepped in and purchased a building. When we 
outgrew the space, they didn’t hesitate- they spent their 
evenings finishing the back room of our office (and it 
looks amazing.. stop in and check it out next time you’re 
downtown). When we found ourselves short handed at 
the grill during Cruise Night, they showed up ready to 
help- even bringing a spare grill with them! 

This kind of commitment, generosity, and 
willingness to jump in wherever needed is what makes 
this community so special. 

Huge thank you to Jason Berry, Chris Kaiser, and 
Quinton Cook for all you do for GROW and for truly 
Making Oberlin Great Again, you are appreciated! 

GROW Decatur County Foundation is an affiliate of 
GNWKCF.

(GROW Decatur County photo)

Making Oberlin 
Better

YOUR COMMISSIONERS
District 1: Stan McEvoy 

District 2: Justin Scott (Chairman)
District 3: Ben Bryan

www.dccoks.org

The Kansas Press Display Ad Network

the Kansas Press Association.

Golden Plains 
sophomore Brenlynn 
Rath placed second in 
Triple Jump and third in 
Long Jump at the State 
Track Meet in Wichita 
this past weekend.  Rath 
holds the school record 
in both events including 
Long Jump-18’ 0.75” and 
Triple Jump 39’ 2.75”.  
(Photos by Elizabeth 
Weiner)

By Judy Rogers
Golden Plains High School had three events place in 

the top 3 of the 2026 State Track Meet in Wichita on 
May 29-30.  

Senior Dylan Wark was named State Champion in 
the 800m dash with a new school record/personal best 
run of 1:57.77.  This was Wark’s third time to set a new 
school record in this event this season.  He broke his 
own record set in 2024 at the Oakley Invitational, then 
set it again at Regionals and finally at State.  He had 
placed fourth at state in the 800m as both a freshman 
and as a sophomore.  “What a great way to end his 
Golden Plains career,” said Coach Travis Smith.  “Proud 
of you, Dylan!”  Wark also holds the GPHS school 
record in the 1600m set last year.

Sophomore Brenlynn Rath placed in both long jump 
and triple jump at the state meet.  She placed second 
in Triply Jump with a 27’ 2.75” jump and third in long 
jump at 17’ 6.5”.  She placed fifth at state in Triple Jump 
as a freshman last year.  “Great finish to her year,” 
added Smith.

Rath also set a new school record in triple jump 
twice this year.  She broke the record set by her sister, 
Breanna, in 2023 at the WKLL league meet then 
extended her record to 37’ 10.75” at Regionals.  She also 
set a new school record in Long Jump at the Dighton 
Invitational breaking the record set by KayCee Miller 
in 2019.  She then extended that record at the WKLL 
league meet to 18’ 0.75”.

Ezekiel Weiner set a new school record in the 3200m 
run of 10:30.61 at the regional meet to qualify for 
state breaking the record set by his brother, Ethan, in 
2021. He finished the race at state with a 10:58.51 run.  
“Congratulations to Zeke Weiner for finishing a strong 
track career by competing at the state track meet,” 
said Coach Smith. “We appreciate your hard work and 
leadership!”

Golden Plains 
senior Dylan Wark 
won the 800m state 
championship at the 
State Track Meet in 
Wichita on May 30.  
Wark set a new school 
record of 1:57.77 at state 
for the win. 

Bulldog Place at State Track
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Your Ad!

785-675-3321

Ask About
multi-week discounts

785-675-3321
Blackwood Family Dentistry

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
314 Main Street

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240
Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

HEIM BODY SHOP
Expert Body Repair & 

Paint 
Windshield Repair &

Replacement
Vehicle Accessories & 

Installation 
Thunderstruck Grille 

Guards
Spray-in-Bed Liners

785-675-2182

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net

YOUR AD HERE
785-675-3321
716 Main St, Hoxie
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PUBLIC NOTICE
(First published in The Sheridan Sentinel June 4, 2026)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SHERIDAN 
COUNTY, KANSAS

PROBATE DIVISION

In the Matter of the Estate of
ZITA M. SCHAMBERGER, Deceased

Case No.: SD-2025-PR-000024

NOTICE OF HEARING ON
PETITION FOR FINAL SETTLEMENT

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that a petition has been 
filed in said court by Debra Keith, executor of the 
estate of Zita M. Schamberger, deceased, praying 
for a final settlement of said estate, approval of the 
acts, proceedings and accounts of the executors, 
allowance for the services of the executors and 
attorney’s fees and expenses; and also praying that 
the court determine the heirs entitled to the estate 
and the proportion or part thereof to which each is 
entitled, and distribute and assign the same to them 
in accordance with the provisions of decedent’s 
will; that the administration of the estate be closed; 
that the executors be discharged and released from 
further liability.  

You are hereby required to file your written 
defenses thereto on or before the 22nd day of June 
2026, at 10:00 a.m. of said day, in said court, in the 
city of Hoxie, Sheridan County, Kansas, at which 
time and place said cause will be heard. 

/s/ Debra Keith			 
Debra Keith, Executor 	

/S/ Steven W. Hirsch
Steven W. Hirsch #12789
HIRSCH & ABBOTT LAW OFFICE	
104 So Penn, PO Box 296
Oberlin, KS  67749
PH: 785-475-2296
FAX:	 785-475-2060
steve@hirschlaw.net
Attorney for Estate

(Last published in The Sheridan Sentinel June 18, 2026)

the skin during hot weather and physical activity. By 
contrast, synthetic materials often trap heat and reduce 
breathability.

The Great American Cotton Plan addresses these 
challenges through four key pillars:

Promoting Domestic Cotton Consumption
•	 USDA and HHS are promoting the “Plant Not 

Plastic” initiative to encourage consumers to choose 
products made with American cotton

•	 USDA is ensuring the BioPreferred Program 
remains funded so biobased products, including cotton 
products, can continue using the BioPreferred label

•	 USDA is implementing increased marketing 
loan rates for upland and extra-long staple cotton 
authorized through the Working Families Tax Cuts Act

Providing Affordable Cotton by Increasing Domestic 
Demand and Production

•	 USDA is prioritizing cotton processors and 
manufacturers within Rural Development’s Business 
and Industry Guaranteed Loan Program to increase 
domestic production capacity

•	 The Economic Adjustment Assistance for 
Textile Mills program payment rate will increase from 
3 cents to 5 cents per pound of cotton processed

•	 USDA will continue working with Congress to 
support the bipartisan Buying American Cotton Act

Improving Cotton Trade
•	 USDA is implementing the Administration’s 

Three-Point Trade Plan to expand export opportunities 
for U.S. cotton

•	 Cotton Council International participated in 
an Agribusiness Trade Mission to Indonesia for the 
first time in program history earlier this year

•	 USDA and USTR secured commitments from 
Indonesia and Bangladesh that will support future 
U.S. cotton purchases and textile production using 
American cotton

•	 USDA continues supporting cotton exports 
through the Market Access Program and COTTON 
USA™ licensing initiatives

Protecting Cotton Growers from Adverse Risk
•	 USDA Agricultural Research Service scientists 

are advancing research efforts to combat the spread of 
the cotton jassid pest

•	 Cotton producers now have expanded access 
to Supplemental Coverage Option insurance tools

•	 The Working Families Tax Cuts Act increased 
the seed cotton reference price for ARC and PLC 
programs by 14 percent beginning in fall 2026

USDA will continue coordinating with industry 
stakeholders, manufacturers, cotton growers, retailers, 
and Congress to advance policies that strengthen the 
cotton supply chain from the field to the fabric.

Continued from page 3

Great Amerian Cotton Plan

Commission 
Minutes

5/26/26

Now on this 26th day 
of May 2026, the Board 
of Commissioners, 
Sheridan County, Kansas 
met in regular session 
with Chairman David 
Stithem presiding.  Other 
members present were 
Kyle Emigh, Mike “Buck” 
Mader, Steve Hirsch 
County Attorney and 
County Clerk, Heather 
Bracht.

At 8:00 a.m. Stithem 
called the meeting to 
order.

Those in attendance 
stood and recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Joe Herskowitz, Road & 
Bridge Supervisor, came 
to the table.  Herskowitz 
advised the Board that 
the two trucks purchased 
from Wilkens Truck & 
Trailer are here and two 
of three we were trading 
in have been delivered to 
them.

The Board and 
Herskowitz discussed the 
reclaimer and having to 
replace a set of teeth on it.

Herskowitz will check 
with Vitus Meier and Ken 
Weber about c-channel 
for guardrail use.

The hole on 10W has 
been patched. Penco 
Engineering will be 
contacted to come and 
look at the condition of 
road 10W.

The bridge in the 
southeast part of the 
county is complete, and 
the shoefly has been 
removed.  A new tube will 
be put in sometime in the 
near future.

Millings have been put 
down in several places.

Mowers are ready 
to start going out and 
employees have been 
blading.

Stithem made a motion 
to approve the various 
Treasurer’s abatements 
seconded by Emigh.  
Motion carried 3-0

There was a discussion 
about land owned by the 
County in the Sunrise 
Additional area being 
used by another entity.  
Hirsch will work on the 
document.

Carolyn Chrisman 
came to the table to 
discuss the results of the 
survey the community 
was asked to complete.  
Also coming to the table 
were Dr. Jason Chrisman, 
Kerisa Payne, Sophie 
White, and Jodi Rogers.  
The survey pertained 
to needs in the county.  
Grissman advised the 
Board that 88% of the 
surveys stated the 
greatest strength in the 
community is the people.  
The number one need 
is housing, with other 
needs for school, county 
roads, and medical 
services.  The Board and 
guests discussed things 
happening in Hoxie 
and surrounding areas. 
All the needs can’t be 
addressed at once and 
keep taxes down.  The 
discussion will continue.

Karen Lewis from 
the Sheridan County 
Historical Society came to 
the table and distributed 
a packet of information 
to the Board and Bracht.  
Lewis discussed projects 
done throughout the 
previous year and plans 
for this year and next.  
Lewis stated they are 
asking for an increase of 
$5,000 to their budget, 

making total request 
$40,000.  There is no 
new information on the 
building plan.

Crystal Etherton, 
Sheridan County Library, 
came to the table and 
distributed packets with 
information on projects 
and services provided.  
The library is keeping 
their budget request at 
$20,000.

Sheriff Brandon Carver 
came to the table.  Carver 
advised the Board that 
there are no results back 
yet on the mold testing 
in the sheriff’s office.  He 
should get results this 
week.  Carver and the 
board discussed the law 
enforcement building 
and what will happen 
next.  Bracht will contact 
Jerol DeBoer from Penco 
Engineering and ask him 
to give an estimate for the 
building and to contact 
Carver for specific 
information.  Carver will 
get information to Bracht 
about frequently asked 
questions to date.  This 
information will start 
going out to the public 
as well as advertising for 
open house at the jail.  
Carver wants to be as 
transparent as possible 
about the new building.  
At 10:53 Stithem made 
a motion to enter into 
executive session for a 
period of five minutes 
to discuss non-elected 
personnel.  Emigh 
seconded.  Carried 3-0.  
Present were the Board, 
Bracht, and Carver.  The 
door opened at 10:58.

Mader made a motion to 
approve the May 19, 2026 
Minutes as amended and 
the May 22, 2026 Payroll 
as presented.  Stithem 
seconded.  Carried 3-0

The May 26, 2026 
Warrants were approved 
as presented on a motion 
by Emigh and second 
from Mader.  Carried 3-0

The following Warrants 
and Payroll were reviewed 
and approved by the 
Board:

General $  129,618.96
Road & Bridge	

$229,793.16
Nox Weed $30,452.58
Public Transp.	$1,658.94
Landfill $3,492.74
Conceal Carry	$50.00
E911 $3,537.46
Forfeiture $360.00
At 11:34 a.m. with 

no further business, 
Emigh made a motion 
to adjourn, seconded by 
Stithem.  Carried 3-0.  
The next regular meeting 
will be Tuesday, June 2, 
2026, at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioner’s Room.

Attest: Heather Bracht, 
County Clerk, David 
Stithem, Chairman

Knowing
God’s Will

for Your Life
Christian, do you know 

what God wants you to do, 
what He created you to 
do? God does call people 
to preach. God calls 
people to leave family 
and possessions behind 
and move to a foreign 
land to spread the gospel. 
God calls people to work 

or volunteer at Church; things like cleaning, teaching, 
cooking, organizing special events, the list is endless. 
He calls people to work in factories, stores, offices, on 
farms, or just about anywhere. What God calls us to do 
is not limited to an occupation or how we earn a living. 
Where we live, play, shop, and eat, everything we do 
should all be part of God’s plan for us (1 Corinthians 
10:31).

Regardless of where you spend your time in life, 
every person we rub elbows with, Christ died for. If you 
are a Christian, you know the gospel: we are all sinners, 
Christ died as the sacrifice for those sins, place your 
faith in Christ to save your soul, not your good works, 
but in the blood of Christ, and God will grant you 
salvation. Wherever God has placed you, in your job, 
your family, your social group of friends, the stores you 
shop in, or the restaurants you eat in, God has placed 
you around a group of people He wants to reach. God 
wants you to serve Him. How, when, or where He wants 
to use you is between you and Him; that is why it is so 
important to know what His will is for your life.

The Bible gives short two-verse instructions on how 
to know God’s will for your life.

Romans 12:1-2, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service. And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

Before we get into what you need to do to know 
God’s will for your life, notice that it says, “that ye may 
prove.” You can prove the will of God for your life as 
you would prove anything else: evidence is needed. 
Just like in an American court of law, “proven beyond 
a reasonable doubt.” Evidence is the key. A prosecutor 
cannot charge someone with a crime, walk into court, 
and make the only argument, “I really believe that Joe 
Smith did it.” Neither can a Christian prove what God’s 
will is by simply believing or feeling it so.

With that said, what do we need to do to know God’s 
will?

The first thing our passage in Romans tells us to 
do is “…Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God…”

Our body is what we do stuff with. We use our bodies 
to pick up a cup, to take a step. Since our body is what 
we do stuff with, then how can God use us for His glory 
and will if we refuse to give Him our body?

Many Christians today base what they do and 
believe on feelings rather than on the Word of God. 
This has led to a rise in fornication (any sex outside 
of marriage) among believers. The word fornication is 
used in 28 verses in the New Testament. Eighteen of 
those are exhortations, warnings, and commands from 
God to Christians. The other ten usages are either in 
God’s guidelines for divorce or in descriptions of the 
actions of the unsaved.

If God tells us the first step in proving His will is to 
present our body as a living sacrifice to Him, then how 
can we ever know God’s will if we dismiss commands 
He gives us about our body so nonchalantly?

The second thing God tells us to do in order to prove 
His will is to “…be not conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

God wants us to set aside the thinking of the world 
and start thinking like Him. The best way to know 
someone is to spend time with them. We spend time 
with God by reading His Word. Some will say that 
spending time in nature, God’s creation, is the best 
way to get to know Him. Yes, you can have a good 
time with God by experiencing His creation, but that 
does not go deep enough in learning how He thinks. 
For example, the other day I saw a woman get out of 
her car. She was dressed entirely in purple. The car was 
purple. She wore purple lipstick and she had a purple 
flower in her hair. I’m not a betting man, but I would bet 
that her favorite color is purple. Through observation, I 
discovered a fact about this woman, but I do not know 
what she thinks about God, what hobbies she has, what 
frightens her, or what gives her joy. She was driving a 
Ford, so is Ford her favorite type of vehicle, or could 
she care less who the car maker is? If I wanted to know 
about this woman, I would need to sit down and listen 
to what she has to say. My knowledge of her thinking 
will grow as our relationship moves from strangers to 
acquaintances to friends. Knowing how God thinks is 
the same process.

The Bible tells us we can see God’s eternal power and 
Godhead through nature (Romans 1:20), but to really 
know how He thinks, you need to study His Word. It 
is in Scripture that we find out what makes God happy, 
angry, and sad, and what His opinions are.

When we know how God thinks, we can discern the 
difference between our feelings and the movement of 

Continued on page 8
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Company

PO Box 565

Hoxie, KS 67740

eland@ruraltel.net

785-675-3217

Eland Title

Income Tax Preparation
Tax Projections

Farm & Business Planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA 

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

“You Crop Insurance Headquarters”
Steven A. Watkins, MBA
Crop Insurance Specialist
901 Trail Ave.
PO Box 840
Hoxie, KS 67740

Toll Free: 1-800-232-3239
Office: 785-675-3239

Fax: 785-675-3230
Cell: 785-675-1017

Nights & Weekends: 785-675-9966

E-mail: watkinscroptax@yahoo.com
www.watkinscropinsurance.com

CLASSIFIEDS 
Septic Tank Pumping

&
Installation

LARRY’S
PLUMBING

785-462-3458

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED: 
Hoxie Feedyard & PSI 
are always interested in 
visiting with good people 
about a good job. We offer 
competitive pay and great 
benefits. Please call Scott 
Foote 785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---

 

 

Ag Loan Officer 
 

Due to increased loan growth, Farm Credit 
of Western Kansas is accepting applications 
for a full-time loan officer.  The Position 
requires a four year college degree in 
Agriculture, Business, Accounting, 
Economics, or related field. Prefer a 
minimum of 3-years agriculture lending, 
financial statement analysis, accounting or 
equivalent combination of education and 
experience.  The successful applicant will 
have an understanding of agriculture 
production in Northwest Kansas and will 
display strong communication, marketing 
and computer skills.  Salary to be 
determined based upon qualifications, with 
benefit package provided.  To apply submit 
letter of application and resume to Farm Credit 
of Western Kansas, PO Box 667, Colby, KS 
67701 attention Jessica Vaughn or email to 
jessica.vaughn@fcwk.com. Applications will be 
accepted until position is filled. 
EEO/AA/Minorities/Female/Veteran/Disability 

 

 

Vice-President  
of Credit Position 

Farm Credit of Western Kansas has grown 
and is now accepting applications for a new 
team member.  This position requires a 
four-year college degree in Agriculture, 
Business, Accounting, Economics, or related 
field. A minimum of 3-years agriculture 
lending, financial statement analysis, 
accounting or equivalent combination of 
education and experience is preferred.  The 
successful applicant will have an 
understanding of agriculture production in 
Northwest Kansas and will display strong 
communication, marketing and computer 
skills.  Salary to be determined based upon 
qualifications, with benefit package 
provided.  To apply, submit a letter of 
application and resume to Farm Credit of 
Western Kansas, PO Box 667, Colby, KS 67701 
attention Jessica Vaughn or email to 
jessica.vaughn@fcwk.com. Applications are  
accepted until the position is filled.  
EEO/AA/Minorities/Female/Veteran/ Disability. 

FOR SALE: Crooked 
Creek Angus Registered 
2-year-old bulls located in 
St. Francis, 785-332-6206, 
www.crooketcreekangus.
com.

---7/TFN---

For Sale
Place your 25-word 

classified in the Kansas 
Press Association and 
135 more newspapers for 
only $300/ week. Find 
employees, sell your 
home or your car. Call the 
Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today! 

2022 Grand Reflection 
5th-Wheel RLS 303. 33 
ft, Shedded-excellent 
condition, 14-ply tires, 
three slide outs, small 
generator. Only used 14 
weeks. 620-290-0955

Miscellaneous
We Buy Houses for 

Cash AS-IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-913-365-1969

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 50 
Pill Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-877-898-0274 

We Buy Vintage 
Guitars! Looking for 
1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call 

for a quote: 1-877-905-
0723 

CASH PAID FOR 
HIGH-END MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-877-591-1108

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-877-850-0048

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 
1-877-625-8924

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR HEALTH 
INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a 
majority of people 
struggle to pay for health 
coverage.  Let us show 
you how much you can 
save.  Call Now for a no-
obligation quote: 1-877-
329-3270 You will need 
to have your zip code 
to connect to the right 
provider.

INJURED IN AN 
ACCIDENT?  Don’t 
Accept the insurance 
company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties 
are entitled to cash 
settlements in the 
$10,000’s. Get a free 
evaluation to see what 

your case is really worth. 
100% Free Evaluation. 
Call Now: 1-877-631-6845

AGING ROOF? NEW 
HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider 
that proudly stands 
behind their work.  Fast, 
free estimate. Financing 
available.  Call 1-877-
835-0240 Have zip code 
of property ready when 
calling!

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION: A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s 

value! Call 24/7: 1-877-
420-3509 Have zip code 
of service location ready 
when you call!

NEED NEW 
WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? 
Need outside noise 
reduction? New, energy 
efficient windows may 
be the answer! Call for 
a consultation & FREE 
quote today. 1-877-514-
4844 You will need to 
have your zip code to 
connect to the right 
provider.

the Holy Spirit. Nowhere in the Bible is it going to say, “I 
want Tom Smith to work at (fill in the blank).” But when 
you know how God thinks, you can take that knowledge 
and apply it to your life. As you read in Scripture, the 
things He wants all Christians to do, we can look at the 
specifics of our lives and answer the question: where 
am I best suited to do what God wants?

Lastly, about not being conformed to this world. 
This does not mean we cannot do anything that lacks 
a Christian theme. But what it does mean is that our 
priorities are set by what God thinks, what God has 
said, in other words, by His Word. A simple example 
is in the activity of fornication mentioned above. The 
world says it is okay to live with someone you are not 
married to. The world says it is okay to have sex when 
you feel like it. God says it is sin and should be avoided 
at all costs. Not conforming to the world takes the 

stand that I will do what 
God says is right and wait 
until I am married. 

As a Christian, do you 
want to just hope that you 
get things right, or do you 
want to prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God? The 
choice is yours.

Preacher Johnson is 
Pastor of Countryside 
Baptist Church in 
Parke County Indiana. 
Website: www.preachers-
point.com; Email: 
preacherspoint@gmail .
com; Mail: 25 W 1200 
N; Kingman IN 47952.  
Facebook: https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
Timothy-PreacherJohns
on-101171088326638. All 
Scripture KJV.
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