
Selden Mural Takes Shape
Some Girls and a Mural were able to begin painting a mural in Selden on Monday, 

May 18. The Sheridan County Beautification Committee has been working on this 
project for about two and a half years, which was finally wrapped up on Saturday, 
May 23.

The Sheridan County Beautification Committee was born out of a Strategic Doing 
meeting through the Sheridan County Community Foundation. While the committee 
has several ideas for other projects, they decided that a mural would have the biggest 
impact. 

After several brainstorming sessions, the Committee decided to begin a mural in 
Selden. After a couple of meetings with the City Council and a community meeting, 
a muralist and design were chosen. Then began the difficult part of finding all of the 
funding. Through the generosity of grants from the Sheridan County Community 
Foundation, Dane G. Hansen Foundation, Midwest Energy, and Nex-Tech, the 
muralists were finally scheduled.

The City of Selden also assisted in preparing the building. First, the trees had 
to be removed, as well as a high line pole directly in front of the building needed 
to be moved. 
Leroy Spresser, 
of Spresser 
Excavation, was 
able to  complete 
that part of 
the project.  
Once the trees 
were removed, 
it revealed 
e x t e n s i v e 
damage to the 
roof.   Bernie 
Koerperich, of 
BK Construction, replaced a portion of the roof and fascia.  Gutters were installed to 
prevent water damage to the mural and lighting was added to the soffit so the mural 
would be visible at night.  He was able to get that done quickly and came back last 
minute to make some changes!  

Bradley Tim blocked in the windows and Dusty Spresser did some much needed 
dirt work to level the ground.  Then the building had to be power washed.   Michael and 
Ashton Schiltz volunteered their time for an entire day to get that done!   Lastly, Nate 
Schaben came up very last minute and moved the Internet wiring and box so there was 
a clean slate for painting!  “We can’t thank everyone enough for all of your time and 

effort to making 
this project 
h a p p e n ! ” 
commented City 
Councilperson 
Danielle Schiltz.

The Sheridan 
C o u n t y 
Beauti f ication 
C o m m i t t e e 

spent countless hours writing grants and searching for funding opportunities for 
this project. The Sheridan County Community Foundation grant was the biggest 
contributor to making this happen. “Over the years, they have supported so many 
projects in Selden, and we hope everyone keeps that in mind during their annual 
Match Month this November. The work they do to improve our community is only 
possible because of the generosity of donors,” continued Schiltz

This project was also fortunate to receive support from the Dane G. Hansen 
Foundation, which continues to generously invest in projects that benefit Selden and 
rural communities. Additional grants came from Midwest Energy and Nex-Tech, and 
the community and the committee are incredibly thankful for their support as well.

Even with all of these grants, there was still a funding gap — and that’s when the 
Selden community stepped up in a huge way. Local businesses and community 
members donated over $10,000 to help bring this project to life.

“This mural project truly became a community effort, and we have been 
overwhelmed by the incredible support from so many businesses, organizations, 
families, and individuals who wanted to see this vision come to life in Selden. Every 
donation — big or small — helped make this project possible, and we are deeply 
grateful for each and every contribution,” stated Schiltz

A special thank you to Gerald Kaus for generously providing housing for the artist 
during their stay in Selden. They absolutely loved staying in his beautiful Victorian 
home! The property is also available as a short-term rental in Selden.

Thank you to Kevin Brown of Sappa Valley Construction for donating the use of 
his scissor lift, which was a tremendous help throughout the project.

Thank you to the following organizations, businesses, families, and individuals for 
your generosity and support:

The generous donation from the Doug Shaw Family helped complete our 
fundraising efforts and officially set this project into motion Selden Senior Citizens, 
Selden Community Foundation, Selden Events Committee, Selden Lumber, Spresser 
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When the winds of When the winds of 
change blow,change blow,

some people build walls, some people build walls, 
others build windmills.others build windmills.

~Chines~Chinese Proverbe Proverb

The beginningThe beginning
is alwaysis always
Today.Today.

~Mary Shelley~Mary Shelley

Two-Year Project: Selden Mural Finally Here!!

Excavating, The Bank, Jerry and Paula Schiltz, Mike 
& Tami Porsch, Cody & Sunnie Minium, Michael 
& Danielle Schiltz, Ryan & Tiffany Stevenson, BK 
Construction, Kyle Emigh, Dusty Spresser, The 
American Legion, Josh Allen, Easton & Morgan Slipke, 
Tammie Stevenson, Jacque Boultinghouse, Steve & 
Judy Rogers, Boyd & Margie Wilson, Ruth Porsch, 
Robyn Mendiola, Alfred Albers, and Hi-Plains Co-op.

(Selden City Council photos)

(Some Girls and a Mural photo)

(Some Girls and a Mural photo)
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In an effort to streamline the call process with 
calls for service the Hoxie Police Department 
phone number has changed to 785-675-3481. This 
will ring you into Sheridan County Communications 
as they already dispatch for the police department. 
This will allow trained dispatchers to take your 
information/complaint and dispatch the police 
department to you. This will also provide 24/7 
phone coverage when the City Office is closed. 
As always, the Hoxie Police Department is here 
to serve you and assist with any issues you may 
have.

Paul Wisinger, Chief
Hoxie Police Department

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Selden Summer softball has started.  Every 
Wednesday evening through July at the ballpark. 
T-ball (PreK -2nd) starts at 6:30 pm, Coach Pitch (3rd 
-8th) starts at 7:15 pm and Adults (9th & up) starts at 
8:00 pm.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
May 28: Nate Schaben, Steve & Helen Carman
May 29: Bob Wessel, Jan Juenemann.
May 30: Devin Spresser
June 1: Tamara Ramsey
June 3: Greg Bruggeman, Abbie Miller Cox, Roger & 

Cyndie Aumiller, Chloe Porsch
The Selden Senior Citizens met on Thursday, May 21,  

at the Community Center for a good meal prepared by 
Gloria Goscha of Midway Cafe followed by an afternoon 
of pinochle.  Those enjoying the day included Marge 
Wison, Helen Carman, Barb Jones, and Steve Skubal.  
Those staying to play cards were Shirley Emigh with a 
score of 373, JR Albers with a score of 406, Boyd Wilson 
with a score of 440, Bob Wessel with a score of 430, Pat 
Wessel with a score of 369, and Jacque Boultinghouse 
with a score of 285 (looks like I need to learn to cheat a 
little better).

Hoxie Scouting America Pack 160, Troop 160, and 
American Legion Post 221 placed flags on the graves 
of veterans in the two Hoxie cemeteries. Thank you 
to those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our 
country.

The Scouts did their best to find all of the marked 
graves. If we missed your loved one, there are extra 
flags in the kiosk at the City cemetery. (Troop 160 
photo)

Annual Flag Placing
at Local Cemeteries

Congratulations 
to the winners 
of the Golden 
Plains Elementary 
Kindness Project 
sponsored by 
Aimee Cheney.  
Students receive 
tickets for the 
drawing when they 
show kindness and 
winners are drawn 
at the end of the 
school year.  This 
year’s winners are 
shown with Ms. 
Cheney, including 
Remington Roach, 
Diem Mocaby, 
and Joscelyn 
Scharader-Brown.  
(Photo by Lyn 
Cheney)

Golden Plains Elementary Golden Plains Elementary 
Kindness Project WinnersKindness Project Winners

Graduation Commencement for the Heartland 
Christian School was held Saturday, May 9, at 2 pm. 
There were three seniors: Blaine Beckley, Rianna 
Inman, and Levi Kersenbrock. (HCS photo)

Heartland
Christian School
Graduates Three

Highway 24 Garage Sales Return June 5–7
By Karl Pratt, Executive Director, Sheridan County Community Foundation
Hoxie - The annual Highway 24 Garage Sales will return June 5–7, 2026, bringing shoppers, travelers, and 

treasure hunters through communities across Kansas and Colorado, including Hoxie and Sheridan County.
Stretching more than 300 miles along Highway 24 and featuring over 30 participating communities, the event 

has become one of the region’s most anticipated summer weekends. This year, Hoxie will feature 12 registered 
garage sale locations for shoppers to explore throughout the community and surrounding area.

Visitors are encouraged to stop in Hoxie during the weekend to shop local sales, discover unique treasures, and 
enjoy the hospitality of Sheridan County. One of the participating sale locations this year, Rocky’s Bait & Tackle, 
is located outside the Hoxie city limits near the Sheridan Lake entrance.

Shoppers are also encouraged to scan the QR codes available on promotional materials and maps to access both 
the Hoxie-specific garage sale map and the complete Highway 24 Garage Sales route map for all participating 
communities.

“The Highway 24 Garage Sales continue to bring excitement and visitors to our community each year,” organizers 
said. “It’s a wonderful opportunity to support local communities, meet travelers from across the region, and enjoy 
a fun summer tradition.”

The Sheridan County 
Community Foundation 
and Sheridan County 
Economic Development 
are serving as local 
coordinators for the 2026 
event.

Community members 
and travelers can view 
the full list of Hoxie 
garage sale locations 
online and for additional 
information, maps, and 
event details, visit:

h t t p s : / / w w w .
sheridancountyks.gov/
hwy24garagesales.

For questions, 
contact the Sheridan 
County Community 
Foundation at 785-
677-5090 or director@
growsheridancounty.org.



CONTACT YOUR COMMISSIONER
Chairman: David Stithem ~ sixds@ruraltel.net

Vice-Chair: Buck Mader  ~  mcauto2@outlook.com 
Kyle Emigh ~ ebrosfarms@gmail.com

Submission Guidelines
Print-ready ads and content deadline: noon Tuesday
Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.

Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must be 
emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in .jpg or .png format.

All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).

Please email articles, news, and photos to:
editor@sheridansentinel.com or bring them by our office at

716 Main Street, Hoxie.
For advertising, send to lori@sheridansentinel.com

We confirm receipt of all emailed submissions within 24-hours.
If you have not received confirmation, or if it is a

time-sensitive submission, please call us at 785-675-3321.
www.sheridansentinel.com
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Newsstands

Vivo Travel Store

Crossroads Express

Raye’s Grocery

Sarnecki Announces
5-Year AI Data Center 

Moratorium Plan
Kansas Gubernatorial Candidate Philip Sarnecki 

announced on Tuesday, May 26, his plan to pass a 
5-year AI data center moratorium. AI data centers are 
exploiting states across the country for their precious 
resources: land, water, and energy. After politicians in 
Topeka passed tax breaks for AI data center projects, 
these companies are now targeting Kansas.

Sarnecki’s plan will stop AI data centers from 
entering a county without approval from its residents.

“The first job of Governor is to protect the people of 
Kansas. If a county doesn’t want an AI data center, then 
a company shouldn’t be able to build a data center in 
that county. As Governor, I will stop unwanted AI data 
centers from coming into our state,” stated Sarnecki. 

AI Data Center Moratorium Plan:
In order to build a data center, a company must 

guarantee: 
•	 The development will not increase energy 

costs for residents in the county.
•	 The development will not place an undue 

burden on local water resources. 
•	 Eminent domain will be prohibited for the 

purpose of the development. 
If a company guarantees all of these requirements, 

then a vote among residents in the county must pass 
with a majority to approve the construction of the data 
center.

New Free Online
KS Nursing School Guide

Kansas City, KS — Anyone thinking about becoming 
a nurse in Kansas now has access to a free online tool to 
help them find the programs in the state that best meet 
their individual needs.

The online tool, the Kansas Nursing School Guide, 
was launched today by the Kansas Nursing Workforce 
Center at the statewide Kansas School Counselor 
Association spring conference held in Olathe. The tool 
is designed to help potential students, as well as their 
parents and school counselors, explore pre-licensure 
nursing education — bachelor’s and associate degree 
programs and practical nurse programs required to 
become a registered nurse (RN) or a licensed practical 
nurse (LPN).

The Kansas Nursing Workforce Center, based at 
the University of Kansas School of Nursing, was 
established in 2023 to increase the number of nurses in 
the state so that every Kansan who needs nursing care 
has access to it.

“This (tool) provides ease of access to information 
about nursing education across Kansas,” said Barbara 
MacArthur, M.N., FAAN, director of the Kansas Nursing 
Workforce Center and clinical assistant professor at KU 
School of Nursing. “This is about reaching those who 
are thinking about nursing education, and that may 
be high school students, or it may be second-career or 
second-degree students. It’s for anybody.”

The web tool is part of the Kansas Nursing Pathways 
Project, funded by the Kansas Board of Regents, 
and was developed by the Information Technology 
department at KU Medical Center.

There are more than 40 nursing schools in Kansas. 
Rather than researching each school individually, 
potential students can now use the web tool to narrow 
down their educational options by choosing answers 
to a series of questions. These questions include the 
type of degree the potential student desires, their 
current education level, the preferred length of time to 
complete a degree, their preferred learning format (e.g., 
in-person or online-friendly) and in what part of Kansas 
they would like to study. The tool then produces a list of 
schools matching these criteria, which includes links to 
each school’s nursing program and contact information 
for admissions. These results can also be emailed to the 
user.

In addition to the search function, the web tool 
contains information on nursing specialties, different 
degree options, what to consider when choosing a 
nursing program, Kansas nursing workforce statistics 
and, of course, information on each nursing education 
program in the state.

The Kansas Nursing School Guide will also be 
incorporated into Xello, which is an online program 
used by K-12 schools throughout Kansas that helps 
students identify potential careers and educational 
options, said Amy Curtis, marketing manager at KU 
School of Nursing. Curtis oversaw the rollout of the 
web tool.

Kansas Crop Progress
and Condition

Manhattan - For the week ending May 24, 2026, 
there were 5.2 days suitable for fieldwork, according 
to the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
Topsoil moisture supplies rated 22% very short, 37% 
short, 40% adequate, and 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
supplies rated 25% very short, 37% short, 37% adequate, 
and 1% surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter wheat condition rated 
23% very poor, 32% poor, 30% fair, 14% good, and 1% 
excellent. Winter wheat headed was 97%, ahead of 92% 
last year and 87% for the five-year average. Coloring 
was 63%, well ahead of 29% last year and 19% average.

Mature was 10%.
Corn condition rated 2% very poor, 4% poor, 32% fair, 

57% good, and 5% excellent. Corn planted was 77%, 
behind 83% last year, and near 79% average. Emerged 
was 57%, behind 62% last year, and near 58% average.

Soybeans planted was 66%, equal to last year, and 
ahead of 56% average. Emerged was 40%, near 39% last 
year, and ahead of 33% average.

Sorghum planted was 17%, near 20% last year, and 
equal to average.

Cotton planted was 56%, behind 70% last year, and 
near 60% average.

Sunflowers planted was 17%, near 13% last year, and 
ahead of 11% average.

Pasture and Range Report: Pasture and range 
conditions rated 15% very poor, 25% poor, 30% fair, 26% 
good, and 4% excellent.

April 2026 Labor Report
Released: May 22, 2026
Preliminary estimates reported by the Labor Market 

Information (LMI) division of the Kansas Department 
of Labor (KDOL) and the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) show a seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
of 3.9% in April. This is unchanged from 3.9% in March 
and an increase from 3.8% in April 2025. The labor 
force participation rate for Kansas decreased to 67.4% 
in April.

Seasonally adjusted job estimates for Kansas indicate 
total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 4,300 
from March. Total nonfarm includes private sector and 
government employers. Private sector jobs increased 
by 4,500 over the month, while government decreased 
by 200. The largest job gains in the private sector were 
in construction (+1,600 jobs). The largest decrease was 
in manufacturing (-1,000 jobs).

Since April 2025 Kansas’ seasonally adjusted total 
nonfarm jobs have decreased by 3,300. This change 
is due to a decrease of 2,000 private sector jobs and a 
decrease of 1,300 government jobs.

Technical Note: This release includes nonfarm jobs 
and labor force estimates for April 2026, which are 
produced using data from two monthly surveys. Data 
for nonfarm job estimates is collected through a survey 
of employers while the main input for labor force 
estimates is a survey of households. Data collected for 
this report references the week including April 12.

Annual Revised Data
LMI, in conjunction with BLS, produces monthly job 

and labor force estimates using a variety of surveys 
conducted by BLS and the Census Bureau. Each March 
the previous year’s estimates are benchmarked and 
revised against actual counts from employers’ tax 
reports and other data.

More Than 2,000 Kansas 
FFA Members Gather

in Manhattan
Manhattan - More than 2,600 FFA members and 

guests representing more than 185 chapters across 
the state will gather on the Kansas State University 
campus in Manhattan this week for the 98th Kansas 
FFA Convention. The event will officially kick off 
Wednesday evening and conclude Friday afternoon.

New this year, the opening session will be held in the 
Morgan Family Arena, home of the K-State women’s 
volleyball team. During the session, award winners will 
be recognized and the crowd will hear from candidates 
vying to be part of the 2026-2027 state FFA officer 
team. To round out the evening, rising Texas country 
artist Parker Ryan will keep the energy flowing with a 
performance at The Hat in downtown Aggieville. His 
music is a blend of traditional country and modern rock 
influences. This exclusive event is sponsored by Yoder 
Meats and is only open to Kansas FFA Convention 
attendees.

“Each year, the convention brings together members, 
alumni and guests to celebrate another year of hard 
work and success for Kansas FFA,” said Kansas FFA 
State President Lilly Hulse. “It is always one of the most 
exciting weeks of the year because students have the 
opportunity to meet other members from across the 
state, compete in Leadership Development Events, get 
recognized for their efforts and have fun! Anyone who 
has ever attended the Kansas FFA Convention knows 
there is no feeling quite like it!”

Throughout the remainder of the week, all other 
general sessions will be held in McCain Auditorium, 
where members will recognize additional award 
winners, honor scholarship recipients and hear from 
featured speakers. Attendees also will have the chance 
to participate in interactive workshops, hear from each 
of the outgoing state officers as they give their retiring 
addresses and enjoy many social events.

Prior to the official start of the convention, FFA 
members participated in the 26 th Annual Kansas FFA 
Opportunity Fair, presented by the Kansas Bankers 
Association, leadership events and educational 
workshops held around campus. For more information 
about the 2026 Kansas FFA Convention, go to www.
ksffa.org/98th-kansas-ffa-convention/.

OBERLIN~DECATUR  COUNTY

Byways and 
Backroads
By Greg Doering, 

Kansas Farm Bureau
Summer starts on Memorial Day, even though the 

solstice is about a month later. Schools are out, it’s 
warm enough to stay out late and it’s the beginning 
of road trip season. Whether its families packing the 
station wagon (or modern equivalent) for vacation or 
an individual making a short journey, now is when the 

open road beckons.
No doubt these 

travelers will rack up 
millions of miles along 
interstate highways this 
summer. Sometimes it’s 
not the journey, but the 
destination that counts. 
The interstate will get 
you there faster than any 
other road, but the time 
savings comes at a cost.

The interstate system, 
thanks to President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, is 
a marvel of engineering 
and efficiency. Its 
effectiveness is its 
downfall, however, for 
experiencing the joy of 
driving.

Long straightaways and 
gentle grades, coupled 
with wide lanes, generous 
shoulders and one-way 

travel create a sterile and monotonous experience. The 
monotony of hurling down the road at a constant speed 
is imprinted on the faces of tired travelers at roadside 
rest stops.

It’s far different from how driving evolved along U.S. 
Route 66, the so-called Mother Road, which turns 100 
this year. Its pavement connected Chicago to Santa 
Monica, though imaginations and travelers mostly 
headed west.

Though it still lives on, including the 13-mile stretch 
in southeast Kansas, Route 66’s glory days are long 
gone. Its legacy lives on as the first corridor of roadside 
commerce, fueling the growth of motels, restaurants 
and service stations all catering to cars.

The car culture it created still exists, but it seems to 
be headed to the same fate as the manual transmission. 
There are still paths out there that are worthy of drivers 
who understand driving is as much about the road as 
it is about the surroundings and the vehicle you’re in.

Kansas Tourism has a helpful guide of our state’s 
more traveled byways. Yes, Route 66 is included, as is the 
stretch of K-177 between Council Grove and Cassoday, 
which offers some unrivaled Flint Hills vistas. Other 

Continued on page 7
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OBITUARY

Janice Lee Sealock 
Andregg Pyle, 86, 
passed away in the 
arms of family on May 
22, 2026, in Lawrence, 
KS. She was born on 
September 4, 1939, 
in Sheridan County. 
She was the 4th child 
of Vern and Florence 
Sealock, spending all 
her childhood, youth 
and school years in 
Hoxie. She married Kyle 

Andregg, her high school sweetheart, in 1957, and 
they had three children to follow, Debra Lee, Todd 
Weston, and Kyra Lynn.

They moved from the farm in Hoxie to Colby, 
where they operated an abstract and title insurance 
company. Kyle and Jan were both involved in the 
Kansas Jaycee/Janes program in the late 1960’s to 
early 1970’s. In 1974, they moved to Lawrence, where 
she worked as a bank teller for a short time before 
being employed by The Banks Company on Mass 
Street - providing title insurance and abstract work 
in the real estate market. In the early 1980s, she and 
Kyle moved to Castle Rock, CO, becoming active 
in the Mountain Man rendezvous organization, 
enjoying many campouts and gatherings. She was 
involved in the Eagles/Elks clown program where 
they visited nursing homes and participated in 
many parades. In 1993, Kyle and Jan moved back to 
Hoxie to help care for her mother. They spent time in 
Arizona managing an RV Park where they attended 
to Kyle’s aging parents, who then relocated back to 
Hoxie. After Kyle’s death in 2003, she continued to 
care for his parents and still did abstract and title 
work in western Kansas. 

As Jan was helping to plan her 50th high school 
reunion in 2007, she and her grade school boyfriend 
Jon Pyle reconnected and were married later that 
year. They lived in Hoxie several years before 
moving to Lawrence, where they enjoyed 19 years 
together. They were active on various boards of 
their church both in Hoxie and Lawrence. They 
summered in Kasilof, AK, where they owned and 
operated an RV park there for 15 plus years. They 
enjoyed this time in Alaska greatly, especially 
having multitudes of family and friends visit the 
park throughout the years. 

Jan was a caring, joyous, and loving person 
who had a beautiful radiant smile and an always 
cheerful demeanor. Upbeat positivity and kindness 
to others were exhibited in every aspect of her life, 
work, and play. She was an extremely creative and 
talented artist, painting still life, portraits, as well 
as scenery, and provided each grandchild and great-
grandchildren with yearly Christmas ornaments. 
A skilled seamstress, she made everything from 
clothes to curtains and couch cushions. Jan was 
an avid reader and passed her love of books down 
to her kids who’ve shared that passion with their 
children. She had a green thumb and looked forward 
to spring planting and in later years enjoyed her 
flowerpots and many houseplants in her home and 
on the balcony of their assisted living apartment. 
Her sassy spirit with a small ornery streak stayed 
with her through the end and was not quieted as 
she courageously battled melanoma for the last 
two years of her life. Forever family oriented, she 
commented throughout the years, “I’m so blessed,” 
even in tough and harder times. She vigilantly kept 
ties to her siblings, many cousins, and nieces, and 
nephews throughout her entire life. 

Jan was preceded in death by her parents, one 
brother, Phillip, one sister, Shirley, one stepson Cary, 
her first husband Kyle, and her second husband Jon. 

She is survived by her children, Debbie Post 
(Paul), Todd Andregg (Karen), and Kyra Stromgren 
(Craig), Jon’s children, Cody (Lori-Kate) and 
Christine (Mark), 12 grandchildren and 14 great 
grandchildren, with two on the way, a sister, sister 
in law, cousins, numerous nieces and nephews, 
and lifelong friends who will miss her deeply. Her 
legacy of love, laughter, faith, grace, and deep 
family connection will live on through the countless 
memories and stories of those who were “so blessed” 
by her bright and loving presence in their lives. 

The family would like to thank Bridgehaven 
Memory Care Facility, Opa House, and Ascend 
Health Hospice Care for their exceptional care 
given to Jan during her last year. 

Mickey-Leopold in Hoxie, will oversee her service 
at the First United Methodist Church in Hoxie, on 
Saturday, June 6, at 10am CST. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials are suggested to Sheridan County 
Historical Society or Ascend Health Hospice Care 
in Topeka, and may be sent in care of Mickey-
Leopold Funeral Home P.O Box 987 Hoxie, Kansas 
67740.

This service will be livestreamed. Please go to 
mickeyleopoldfuneral.com.

Jan Pyle
September 4, 1939 ~ May 22, 2026

Now on this 19th day 
of May 2026, the Board 
of Commissioners, 
Sheridan County, Kansas, 
met in regular session 
with Chairman David 
Stithem presiding.  Other 
members present were 
Kyle Emigh, Mike “Buck” 
Mader, Steve Hirsch 
County Attorney and 
County Clerk, Heather 
Bracht.

At 8:00 a.m. Stithem 
called the meeting to 
order.

Those in attendance 
stood and recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Hirsch reminded 
the Board that the tax 
sale was happening on 
Tuesday, May 26, 2026.

Joe Herskowitz, Road & 
Bridge Supervisor, came 
to the table.  Herskowitz 
distributed photos of a 
downed tree after the 
storm over the weekend 
on a bridge.  Both sides 
of the guardrail need 
replaced on the bridge.  
Cost is $500 for 50’ of 
rail.  Cones have been put 
up for safety. The Board 
advised Herskowitz 

to check with Penco 
Engineering and Sporer 
for rails as well.

There was a discussion 
about the hole in the 
asphalt on 10W by Hwy 
24.  It will need to be 
repacked.  Herskowitz 
will have Jerol DeBoer 
check Road 10W next 
time he gets to town.

The Board and 
Herskowitz discussed 
the landfill compactor 
that is for sale on Big 
Iron.  Herskowitz advised 
the Board that he had 
been on a video call 
with an individual for 
the landfill compactor 
that is being sold on Big 
Iron.  The bidding ends 
on Wednesday so he will 
check in the morning.

Wilkens Truck & 
Trailer in Goodland came 
by and looked at the 
trucks the County wants 
to trade.  Wilkens will 
give us $25,000 for three 
of our trucks and the 
County will purchase two 
used trucks from them 
at a total cost of $52,500.  
Stithem made a motion, 
seconded by Emigh, to 
purchase the two trucks, 
trading in three, at a total 
cost of $52,500.  Carried 
3-0.  Herskowitz will 
contact them and let them 
know our plans.

There was a brief 
discussion about the 
condition of the “old 
highway” west of town.  
A plan will be made to 
repair the road.

There was a brief 
discussion about road 
signs.

Permission was given 
to order extra blades for 
all the mowers.  Estimated 
cost is $6,100.

All the wooden posts 
from the road signs 
are free to give away to 
anyone who wants them.

Sheriff Brandon Carver 
came to the table.  Carver 
discussed the storm 
damage from the storm on 
Saturday, May 16.  Carver, 
County Clerk Heather 
Bracht, Deputy Cousins, 
and two individuals 
from the Goodland 
Weather Service went 
out on Sunday and 
toured and took pictures 
of the damage around 
the county.  Bracht will 
be in contact with the 
Gove County Emergency 
Preparedness Director 
for guidance on the next 
steps.

Carver advised the 
Board that the fire marshal 
came and inspected the 
sheriff’s office and found 
several deficiencies.  
On Thursday, Century 

Homes is coming to do a 
mold test in the office.

There was a discussion 
about dispatch and 
how things were going.  
Carver feels things are 
going well and the morale 
is up.

The Board and Carver 
discussed the law 
enforcement building and 
what the next steps will 
be.  Everyone is hearing 
q ue s t ion s /c om me nt s 
about the building so 
there is a need for a city-
wide meeting to share 
information.  Mailers 
and tours will start being 
planned.

A letter of support was 
approved and signed 
by the Board for Kyle 
Railroad.

Emigh made a motion to 
approve the May 12, 2026 
Minutes as presented.  
Mader seconded.  Carried 
3-0

At 10:53 a.m. with 
no further business, 
Stithem made a motion 
to adjourn, seconded by 
Mader.  Carried 3-0.  The 
next regular meeting 
will be Tuesday, May 26, 
2026, at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioner’s Room.

Attest: Heather Bracht, 
County Clerk, David 
Stithem, Chairman

hills to explore via 
designated byways 
include the Glacial Hills 
in the northeast and the 
Gypsum Hills in the 
south-central part of the 
state.

Out west is the “Land 
and Sky” route along 
K-27 which cuts through 
Cheyenne, Sherman and 
Wallace counties. At the 
southern terminus in 
Sharon Springs, head east 
on U.S. 40 and you’ll be 
on the “Western Vistas” 
trail that features Kansas’ 
badlands.

There are two byways 
dedicated to fencing, 
the aptly named “Native 
Stone” from Manhattan 
to Dover and “Post Rock” 
between Lucas and 
Wilson.

I’ve traveled on all 
of these and can vouch 
they’re all worth driving if 
you want to feel like part 
of the landscape as you 
navigate narrow lanes 
with mirages shimmering 
on the blacktop, float a 
little as you crest hilltops 
a little too fast and feel 
the rush of the unknown 
around the next corner.

Sometimes the 
destination is more 
important than the 
journey, but every now 
and then it’s worth the 
extra effort to take the 
slow way. Whether it’s 
a backroad or byway, 
summer is a good time to 
buckle up and enjoy the 
drive.

“Insight” is a weekly 
column published by 
Kansas Farm Bureau, 
the state’s largest farm 
organization whose 
mission is to strengthen 
agriculture and the lives 
of Kansans through 
advocacy, education and 
service.

Continued from page 3
Byways
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Company

PO Box 565

Hoxie, KS 67740

eland@ruraltel.net

785-675-3217

Eland Title

Income Tax Preparation
Tax Projections

Farm & Business Planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA 

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

“You Crop Insurance Headquarters”
Steven A. Watkins, MBA
Crop Insurance Specialist
901 Trail Ave.
PO Box 840
Hoxie, KS 67740

Toll Free: 1-800-232-3239
Office: 785-675-3239

Fax: 785-675-3230
Cell: 785-675-1017

Nights & Weekends: 785-675-9966

E-mail: watkinscroptax@yahoo.com
www.watkinscropinsurance.com

CLASSIFIEDS 
Septic Tank Pumping

&
Installation

LARRY’S
PLUMBING

785-462-3458

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED: 
Hoxie Feedyard & PSI 
are always interested in 
visiting with good people 
about a good job. We offer 
competitive pay and great 
benefits. Please call Scott 
Foote 785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---

 

 

Ag Loan Officer 
 

Due to increased loan growth, Farm Credit 
of Western Kansas is accepting applications 
for a full-time loan officer.  The Position 
requires a four year college degree in 
Agriculture, Business, Accounting, 
Economics, or related field. Prefer a 
minimum of 3-years agriculture lending, 
financial statement analysis, accounting or 
equivalent combination of education and 
experience.  The successful applicant will 
have an understanding of agriculture 
production in Northwest Kansas and will 
display strong communication, marketing 
and computer skills.  Salary to be 
determined based upon qualifications, with 
benefit package provided.  To apply submit 
letter of application and resume to Farm Credit 
of Western Kansas, PO Box 667, Colby, KS 
67701 attention Jessica Vaughn or email to 
jessica.vaughn@fcwk.com. Applications will be 
accepted until position is filled. 
EEO/AA/Minorities/Female/Veteran/Disability 

 

 

Vice-President  
of Credit Position 

Farm Credit of Western Kansas has grown 
and is now accepting applications for a new 
team member.  This position requires a 
four-year college degree in Agriculture, 
Business, Accounting, Economics, or related 
field. A minimum of 3-years agriculture 
lending, financial statement analysis, 
accounting or equivalent combination of 
education and experience is preferred.  The 
successful applicant will have an 
understanding of agriculture production in 
Northwest Kansas and will display strong 
communication, marketing and computer 
skills.  Salary to be determined based upon 
qualifications, with benefit package 
provided.  To apply, submit a letter of 
application and resume to Farm Credit of 
Western Kansas, PO Box 667, Colby, KS 67701 
attention Jessica Vaughn or email to 
jessica.vaughn@fcwk.com. Applications are  
accepted until the position is filled.  
EEO/AA/Minorities/Female/Veteran/ Disability. 

FOR SALE: Our 
sweet Free male and 
female AKC registered 
Yorkshire Terrier 
puppies are ready to 
be rehomed. They are 
playful, affectionate, 
and will make 
wonderful companions, 
if interested, contact: 
m a l y s c h r i s t i n e 6 5 @
gmail.com.

---35/36---
FOR SALE: Crooked 

Creek Angus Registered 
2-year-old bulls located in 
St. Francis, 785-332-6206, 
www.crooketcreekangus.
com.

---7/TFN---
FOR SALE: Purebred 

yearling Charolais bulls, 
top AI bloodlines. Arnold 
Sauer, 785-627-6384.

---33/36---

profe ssional   service sCall to Place
Your Ad!

785-675-3321

Ask About
multi-week discounts

785-675-3321
Blackwood Family Dentistry

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
314 Main Street

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240
Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

HEIM BODY SHOP
Expert Body Repair & 

Paint 
Windshield Repair &

Replacement
Vehicle Accessories & 

Installation 
Thunderstruck Grille 

Guards
Spray-in-Bed Liners

785-675-2182

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net

YOUR AD HERE
785-675-3321
716 Main St, Hoxie


