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ManMan
should not glory in this,should not glory in this,

that he can kill.that he can kill.
ManMan

should gloriy in this,should gloriy in this,
that he can love.that he can love.

— Abdu ‘I-Baha’— Abdu ‘I-Baha’
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140 Years!

You’ll never change You’ll never change 
your lifeyour life

until you change until you change 
something you do something you do 

daily.daily.
~John C. Maxwell~John C. Maxwell

On Saturday, June 22, 
2024, Kyle Russell Weeks 
and Natasha LeAnn Sharp 
exchanged marriage vows 
in Hoxie.  After a reception 
and dance, the couple 
went to Arkansas for their 
honeymoon. Kyle is the son 
of Richard Weeks and Lori 
Cressler. Natasha is the 
daughter of Regina Rushing 
and Ronald Blackmon. (Photo 
by Austin Sanders)

Sharp and 
Weeks

Wed

Front Row: Marsha Trueblood, Lois Schulte, Lana Stewart, Ron Farber, David Chapman, Kevin Cooper, Bob Brewster, Dan William, 
Jerry Farber

Second Row: Susan Bieker, Rick Coulter, Janeese Woofter, Janet Dunbar, Shirley Popp, Brenda Bly, Cindy Eller, Carol Farber
Third Row: Sharon Karnes, John Truetken, Karen Hujing, Keith Karnes, Bob Johnson, Nancy Kiltz, Mildred Meier, Paula Rumback, 

Bonnie Pennie
Fourth Row: Sid Ochs, Larry Meurisse, Karl Neuenschwander, Fred Washburn, Wade Kasman, Roch Meier, Kevin Tremblay, Joyce 

Tremblay, Craig Boxler

Class of 1974
Celebrates 50th Reunion

Hoxie High School Homecoming was the week of September 
23-27. Royalty was crowned at halftime of the football game 
against the Stockton Tigers. The seniors who were crowned 
this year’s Homecoming King and Queen were Duncan Bell & 
Sofie Gourley. Other senior candidates included Charlie Foote 
& Londyn Schiltz and Samuel Watkins & Emily Bainter. Court 
members included juniors Caden Beckman & Addilyn Baker; 
sophomores Seton Scanlon & Emma Schamberger; freshmen Ty 
Fenner & Camryn Gourley; kindergarten attendants Savannah 
Heim, Rhett Baker, and Kora Spillman. (HHS photo)

HHS
Homecoming Court

Congratulations to Homecoming King Wyatt Amlong and 
Queen Hayden Wark. They were crowned during halftime of 
the GPHS vs Triplains/Brewster football game in Rexford on 
September 27. Amlong is the son of John Amlong of Dresden 
and Wark is the daughter of Chad and Dez Wark of Rexford. 
(Photo by Judy Rogers)

GPHS
Homecoming
King & Queen

NASA/Keegan Barber
The two crew members of NASA’s SpaceX 

Crew-9 mission launched at 1:17 p.m. EDT 
Saturday, for a science expedition aboard the 
International Space Station. This is the first 
human spaceflight mission launched from 
Space Launch Complex-40 at Cape Canaveral 
Space Force Station in Florida, and the agency’s 
ninth commercial crew rotation mission to the 
space station.

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket propelled the 

Liftoff! NASA’s SpaceX
Crew-9 Launches to 
International Space 

Station

Dragon spacecraft into orbit carrying NASA astronaut Nick Hague and Roscosmos cosmonaut 
Aleksandr Gorbunov. The spacecraft will dock autonomously to the forward-facing port of the station’s 
Harmony module at approximately 5:30 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 29, where Hague and Gorbunov will join 
Expedition 72 for a five-month stay aboard the orbiting laboratory.

“This mission required a lot of operational and planning flexibility. I congratulate the entire team 
on a successful launch today, and godspeed to Nick and Aleksandr as they make their way to the 
space station,” said NASA Administrator Bill Nelson. “Our NASA wizards and our commercial and 
international partners have shown once again the success that comes from working together and 
adapting to changing circumstances without sacrificing the safe and professional operations of the 
International Space Station.”

During Dragon’s flight, SpaceX will monitor a series of automatic spacecraft maneuvers from 
its mission control center in Hawthorne, California. NASA will monitor space station operations 
throughout the flight from the Mission Control Center at the agency’s Johnson Space Center in 
Houston.

NASA will provide live coverage of rendezvous, docking, and hatch opening, beginning at 3:30 
p.m., Sept. 29, on NASA+ and the agency’s website. NASA also will broadcast the crew welcome 
ceremony once Hague and Gorbunov are aboard the orbital outpost. Learn how to stream NASA 
content through a variety of platforms, including social media.

The duo will join the space station’s Expedition 72 crew of NASA astronauts Michael Barratt, Matthew 
Dominick, Jeanette Epps, Don Pettit, Butch Wilmore, and Suni Williams, as well as Roscosmos 
cosmonauts Alexander Grebenkin, Alexey Ovchinin, and Ivan Vagner. The number of crew aboard 
the space station will increase to 11 for a short time until Crew-8 members Barratt, Dominick, Epps, 
and Grebenkin depart the space station in early October.

The crewmates will conduct more than 200 scientific investigations, including blood clotting studies, 
moisture effects on plants grown in space, and vision changes in astronauts during their mission. 
Following their stay aboard the space station, Hague and Gorbunov will be joined by Williams and 
Wilmore to return to Earth in February 2025.

With this mission, NASA continues to maximize the use of the orbiting laboratory, where people 
have lived and worked continuously for more than 23 years, testing technologies, performing science, 
and developing the skills needed to operate future commercial destinations in low Earth orbit and 
explore farther from Earth. Research conducted at the space station benefits people on Earth and 
paves the way for future long-duration missions to the Moon under NASA’s Artemis campaign, and 
beyond.

More about Crew-9
Hague is the commander of Crew-9 and is making his second trip to the orbital outpost since his 

selection as an astronaut in 2013. He will serve as a mission specialist during Expedition 72/73 aboard 
the space station. Follow @AstroHague on X and Instagram.

Roscosmos cosmonaut Aleksandr Gorbunov is flying on his first mission. He will serve as a flight 
engineer during Expeditions 72/73.

Learn more about NASA’s SpaceX Crew-9 mission and the agency’s Commercial Crew Program at: 
https://www.nasa.gov/humans-in-space/commercial-space/commercial-crew-program/ 

(NASA photo)
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CONTACT YOUR COMMISSIONER
Chairman: Buck Mader  ~  mcauto2@outlook.com

Joe Bainter  ~  bainterj83@gmail.com
David Stithem ~ sixds@ruraltel.net

Submission Guidelines
Print-ready ads and content deadline: noon Tuesday
Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.

Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must be 
emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in .jpg or .png format.

All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).

Please email articles, news, and photos to:
editor@sheridansentinel.com or bring them by our office at

716 Main Street, Hoxie.
For advertising, send to lori@sheridansentinel.com

We confirm receipt of all emailed submissions within 24-hours.
If you have not received confirmation, or if it is a

time-sensitive submission, please call us at 785-675-3321.
www.sheridansentinel.com

The Red Cross Blood Drive in Jennings will be on Friday, 
October 25, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 pm, at the Jennings United 
Methodist Church.  Call or text Shelley McKenna, 785-678-3050 
for an appointment, or schedule online with the Red Cross. 

Donations of sandwiches or snacks are also appreciated. 
The Decatur Health Dept. will be there from 10:00 to 12:00 for 

flu vaccines.
What beautiful fall days we are enjoying. We are still in need of 

rain.
Dorothy Shimek returned home last Sunday after being in the 

hospital for several weeks. She was certainly glad to be home. She 
is thankful for all the phone calls, cards, and visits from family and 
friends.

Raising Awareness
of Domestic Violence

Hays – As fall arrives, it brings with it an important reminder 
to take action in ending domestic violence. October serves as 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM). Domestic violence 
affects people economically, socially, and across generations, 
causing emotional pain and trauma that is hard to measure. 
The physical effects, when they do occur, are easier to quantify. 
According to the CDC, the total lifetime economic cost—including 
lost work productivity, criminal justice expenses, medical care, 
and more—is estimated to be $3.6 trillion.

Deeply rooted in control and power dynamics, domestic violence 
can happen to anyone, regardless of age, race, gender identity, 
religion, or socioeconomic status. It encompasses a variety of 
behaviors, with the primary behaviors being:

• Psychological or Emotional aggression: The use of verbal 
and non-verbal communication to intentionally harm someone’s 
mental or emotional health or to exercise control over them.

• Sexual violence: Forcing or attempting to force someone into a 
sexual act, unwanted sexual touching, or engaging in non-physical 
sexual activities (such as sexting) without consent.

• Stalking: A consistent pattern of unwanted attention or contact 
that causes fear or raises concerns for one’s own safety or the 
safety of loved ones.

• Physical violence: Inflicting or attempting to inflict harm 
through physical force.

According to the National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence 
Survey Report (2022), almost 1 in 2 women and 1 in 4 men in the 
United States reported sexual violence, physical violence, and/
or stalking victimization by an intimate partner at some point in 
their lifetime.

This year and moving forward, it’s important that we, as a 
society, come together to support survivors, recognize

different cultural ways to heal from violence, and focus on the 
needs of those most marginalized in our efforts to end domestic 
violence. Jana’s Campaign encourages you to show your support 
for survivors of domestic violence by wearing purple on the third 
Thursday of October (October 17, 2024).

To promote awareness of domestic violence, Jana’s Campaign 
has several impactful events and initiatives planned throughout 
October. First, join Larissa Whitney, Education & Prevention 
Specialist at Jana’s Campaign, for a Facebook Live event on 
Wednesday, October 9th at noon CST, featuring Dorthy Stucky 
Halley, LMSW, co-director of the Family Peace Program in Topeka, 
KS. Together, they will discuss key issues related to domestic 
violence prevention and education. In addition, Jana’s Campaign 
will host its annual fundraising event, Empty Place at the Table, 
on October 19th in Hays, KS. This event celebrates a decade and a 
half of impact across Kansas and beyond, and we invite everyone 
to join us in marking this milestone. Throughout the month, we 
also encourage you to educate yourself and your community 
about the impacts of domestic violence. Jana’s Campaign will 
be sharing important statistics and facts on our social media 
platforms. Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, X (formerly Twitter), 
and LinkedIn to help raise

awareness that domestic violence is not just a personal issue but 
a societal issue.

By taking action today, we can prevent domestic violence, 
support those affected, and transform future Octobers into not 
just a time for awareness, but for progress toward a violence-free 
world.

FHSU’s First Fall Science Café
By FHSU University Communications
Hays - Fort Hays State University’s first Science Café for this 

semester is set for Monday, Oct. 7.
The monthly presentation, The “Watersmart” Landscape – 

Fall Edition, is sponsored by FHSU’s Science and Mathematics 
Education Institute (SMEI) and will begin at 7 p.m. at The Venue 
in Thirsty’s Brew Pub & Grill, 2704 Vine.

Ms. Holly Dickman, Water Conservation Specialist for the City 
of Hays, will give tips about saving water outside of the traditional 
growing season. Learn about simple yet often overlooked tips to 
create a more water-efficient and drought-tolerant landscape going 
into fall and winter.

Science Café presentations are free and open to the public. 
Questions can be directed to Cari Rohleder at cbrohleder@fhsu.
edu or 785-628-4743 or by visiting:

www.fhsu.edu/smei 
www.x.com/FHSUScienceCafe 
www.facebook.com/FHSUScienceCafe 

Star-Gazing Event
By FHSU University Communications
Hays - A waxing gibbous moon, the ringed beauty of our solar 

system, our spiral galaxy neighbor, and a double star system in 
the Cygnus constellation will all be in view during the stargazing 
event hosted at the Kansas Wetlands Education Center on Friday, 
Oct. 11 from 8:30-10:30 p.m. 

The Fort Hays State University Astronomy Club, led by Dr. 
Paul Adams, College of Education Dean, and Dr. Jack Maseberg, 
Associate Professor, will help visitors locate several deep space 
objects using several high-powered telescopes. 

Come be dazzled by the craters and seas on the moon, the 
stunning rings and moons of Saturn, M31 Andromeda Galaxy, and 
double star Albireo, with one star shining blue and the other gold 
and gobal clusters packed with thousands of stars. We may also be 
able to spot M13, known as the Great Hercules Cluster. 

Bring the whole family for a night of stargazing, cookies, hot 
cocoa, and discovery. Learn about the wonders of the universe 
from the knowledgeable members of FHSU’s Astronomy Club. 

The Kansas Wetlands Education Center, affiliated with FHSU’s 
Werth College of Science, Technology and Mathematics, is located 
10 miles northeast of Great Bend along Kansas Highway 156 at 
Cheyenne Bottoms, 592 NE K-156 Hwy, Great Bend, KS 67530.

For more information, visit wetlandscenter.fhsu.edu or call 
1-877-243-9268.



Golden Plains sophomore Kailee Wessel runs at the Trego 
meet on September 19th in Wakeeney. Wessel, along with all 
GP runners, set a PR at that meet. (Photo by Lesly Rios)

By Brielle Karnes 
The Golden Plains Cross Country team competed at the Trego 

meet in Wakeeney on September 19. It was an exciting day as 
everyone ran a personal best time. 

Golden Plains had two male competitors, Ezekiel Weiner and 
Dylan Wark. Weiner, a junior, ran a personal best time of 18:53.26 
placing 11th. Wark, also a Junior, ran a time of 18:32.11, which was 
also a personal best, placed 8th. 

The Bulldogs had three female competitors. Kailee Wessel, 
Elizabeth Weiner, and Adilyn Meier.  Weiner placed 2nd with a PR 
time of 21:20.66 and Adilyn Meier ran a PR time of 21:45.07 placing 
3rd.

Wessel, a sophomore, ran a personal best time of 27:03.17 placing 
her 21st.  “I thought we all did good,” said Wessel. “I was proud that 
we all got a personal best and hope we can all have a good run 
next meet.”  The team will be back and running on the 26th of 
September at Norton.

Bulldogs Run at Trego

Golden Plains junior Anais Cepeda passes the ball to it set up 
the game against St. Francis in Rexford on September 24. The 
Lady Bulldogs fell to the Lady Indians but defeated Quinter. 
(Photo by Judy Rogers)

By Siena Vargas
The Golden Plains Varsity Lady Bulldogs hosted a triangular 

match on September 24 in Rexford taking on the Quinter Bulldogs 
and St. Francis Indians. The Lady Bulldogs started their evening 
out against the St. Francis Lady Indians. The Dogs kicked off with 
a good lead 6-2 in the beginning of the set. Through tough battling 
at the net and defense the Dogs fell 22-25. Stepping back onto the 
court in the second set the Dogs stayed close with the Indians 
but could not keep up and gave the Indians a 16-25 win. “I think 
our first set against St. Francis was the best game we’ve played, 
and I hope that we continue to play like that even though we lost,” 
said junior Anais Cepeda, “I think we are also improving a lot as 
a team.”

The final game of the night was against the Quinter Bulldogs. 
Quinter tried to keep up, but GP held their ground and claimed 
the first set 25-8. In the second set Quinter did all they could to 
put the ball on the ground, but GP stuck with their game and kept 
the energy finishing the game 25-12. “We played well and all the 
hard work we have been putting in at practice is paying off,” said 
sophomore Estella Vargas. “I am very excited to see how the rest 
of this season goes.”

The Bulldogs now hold a 12-7 season record. The girls will travel 
to Bird City on October 1 to compete with Cheylin.

Bulldogs Go One and One at Home

Touchdown!  Golden Plains 
junior Diego Perez scores 
another touchdown for the 
Bulldogs over Wheatland/
Grinnell in Grainfield on 
September 20. The Dogs 
defeated the Thunderhawks 
54-6 to extend their season 
record to 2-1.  (Photo by 
Elizabeth Weiner)

By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains High School Football team defeated the Wheatland/Grinnell Thunderhawks 54-6 in Grainfield on September 20.
The Bulldogs received the kick to start the game and, following a turnover to the ‘Hawks, scored their first touchdown of the game with 

a run by Dylan Wark.  A two-point conversion kick by Jose Rios put the Dogs up 8-0 early in the game. Wheatland punted back to the 
Dogs who scored a second time by Wark.  Another Rios kick gave the Dogs a 16-0 lead at the end of the first quarter.

The Bulldog defense continued to hold the ‘Hawks back in the second as the Wark scored a third time for the Dogs.  A pass from Josh 
Rath to Wark extended the Dogs lead even more. The ‘Hawks took to the air in an effort to gain yards but the Dogs took over and Rath 
ran in a 70 yard touchdown for GP.  He connected with Wyatt Amlong for the extra point for a 35-point Bulldog lead.

The ‘Hawks again tried to move the ball through the air connecting on some passes while others fell incomplete to turn the ball back 
over to Golden Plains.  Diego Perez scored once more for the Dogs.  A PAT pass to Wark put the Dogs up 41-0.  Another touchdown run 
by Rath gave the Dogs a 48-0 lead.  A miscommunication by the Dogs allowed the ‘Hawks to score just before the half to make the half 
time score 48-6.  

The Hawks moved the ball in the third but fumbled allowing the Dogs to recover.  With a pass from Rath to Miguel Garcia, the Dogs 
won the game 54-6.  

“We ran our offense pretty well,” said Diego Perez. “It was good to get another win following the loss to Ingalls the week before.  
We need to work on staying focused, conditioning, and remembering our plays.  Our goal is to win our Homecoming game this next 
week.”	

Perez finished the game with 144 receiving yards, 2 rushing yards, 8 tackles, and 1 touchdown.  Josh Rath had 200 passing yards, 102 
rushing yards, 6 tackles, and 2 rushing touchdowns and 1 pass for TD. Dylan Wark had 105 rushing and 20 receiving yards, 6 tackles, 3 
rushing and 1 receiving touchdowns and a PAT.  Miguel Garcia had 30 receiving yards, 7 tackles, and 1 touchdown.

Wyatt Amlong had 6 tackles, 2 receiving yards, 1 fumble recovery, and a PAT. Jose Rios had a second fumble recovery and kicked for 
two PAT’s.  Additional tackles were made by Conner Kier-3, Maddix Green-2, and Adam Ritter-2.

The Bulldogs return home to host Triplains/Brewster for their Homecoming game in Rexford on September 27.

Bulldogs Take Down the Thunderhawks

Golden Plains Seventh Grader Makynslee Vargas (23) focuses 
on the ball as Kaydence Cregger spots her during the B-Team 
volleyball games in Rexford on September 23. Both A and B 
Teams lost to both Rawlins County and Decatur Community. 
(Photo by Marisol Perez)

By McKinzie Horobik
The Golden Plains Middle School girls lost two games each 

at home on September 23 against Rawlins County and Decatur 
Community.

The A-Team played Rawlins County in two sets. Rawlins had 
a huge serving run, allowing them to win 25-15. In the second 
set, the Lady Bulldogs came and stopped the Buffalos from their 
large serving runs, but it wasn’t enough to stop the Buffs, 25-16. 
The Bulldogs played Decatur Community in two sets. The Ladies 
could not handle the serves by the Red Devils and lost 25-10 and 
25-15.  “We played well against Rawlins,” said Estrella Aguilar, 8th 
grade, “but I feel as if we could have played better against Decatur 
Community.”

 The B-Team played Rawlins County first, and it went to three 
sets. The Dogs came out ready to play and won the first set 25-23. 
In the second set, the Buffs had several serve runs, leading them 
to win the second set 25-17. The third set was close with a 15-7 win 
for Rawlins County. 

The B-Team took on Decatur Community to finish the night. This 
game went to two sets. The first set was close with a 25-13 score in 
favor of the Devils. In the second set, the Bulldogs struggled to 
serve, allowing the Red Devils to win 25-7. 

The team had another home game on September 26 against 
Northern Valley and Heartland Christian.

GP Middle School
Plays Tri at Home

Block Golden Plains Sophomore Addy Weasel goes up for a 
block against St. Francis in Rexford on September 24. The Lady 
Bulldogs lost to both St. Francis and Quinter. (Photo by Wendy 
Garcia)

By Wendy Garcia
The Golden Plains High School JV volleyball team hosted 

Quinter and St. Francis in Rexford for their first home matches of 
the season on September 24. The Lady Bulldogs worked hard but 
lost both games.	

The first match was against the St. Francis Lady Indians. “We 
struggled with serve receive and communication,” said Addy 
Wessel.  The Bulldogs lost the first set 9-25. They performed better 
in the second set but allowed the Indians to win 13-25.

“We understood as a team what we did wrong in the first match 
and decided to do better,” continued Wessel.  The Bulldogs fell 
to Quinter 19-25 and 21-25.  “We did better at regrouping and 
communicating in the second match,” said Marisol Perez. “We 
emphasized team effort over individual effort and had a better feel 
for the ball.”

The JV girls will play against Cheylin on October 1 in Bird City.

JV Girls Drop Two
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AmberMed
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes

August 28, 2024
Chairman, Joy Bretz, called the meeting to order at 10:20am in 

the AmberMed Conference Room. Members present are Leanna 
Sloan, Renae Kersenbrock and Marcella Cameron. Others present 
include Chad Koster, Rebecca Bird, Shelby Moss, Justine Wade 
and Julia Cooper. 					   
	

1.	 A motion was made to approve the agenda as presented. 
4-0

2.	 FQHC Report 
a)	 Marketing Update: A motion was made to approve the 

Pano contract as presented for the next 4 months with the money 
to come from the FQ funds. 4-0

3.	 Consent Agenda Items: A motion was made to approve 
the consent agenda as presented. 4-0 

Notes are provided below.
a)	 Board Minutes – Regular meeting minutes from 7/26/24 
b)	 Financial Statements 
c)	 Bad Debt Write-offs – July 2024 (Hospital $1,589.20) 

(Clinic $5,451.50) 
d)	 Accounts Payable – July 2024 $978,163.66
e)	 Treasurer’s Report – 
f)	 Overtime Report-
g)	 Board Education – There was a board training session a few 

weeks ago and a lot of good information came from that meeting. 
There are some changes we plan to work on implementing going 
forward to help clean up our process including onboarding for new 
board members. 

h)	 Credentialing:
4.	 Finance:
a)	 Medicare Advantage – We are planning to provide and 

distribute information to the public, educating them on what these 
policies include. 

b)	 We had reopened the 2020 and 2021 cost reports to adjust 
some allocations.

5.	 Operational:
a.	 AmberMed – Feedback, signage, marketing contract: 

Signage has been ordered, this includes the two large outdoor 
signs and 2 smaller signs pointing towards the entrances. 

b.	 Wander Management System – We have done a deep dive 
into what the options are. LifeCare Associates proposal was $32k 
and then they came back with a basic one for $19k. A motion was 
made to approve the purchase of the INA Alert system for $32k. 3-1 

c.	 Lab Reference – Nikki Roudybush presented a narrative 
for the recommended reference lab change. KPS is who we 
are currently contracted with. A motion was made to approve 
terminating with KPS and signing with Peterson. 4-0

d.	 Sept. 4th Flow - Staff is highly aware of the changes 
happening on September 4th. We are working to make sure our ER 
is prepped and ready as best as possible. 

e.	 Projects/Remodels – 
•	 ER Project – The environmental study has been given to 

USDA. We won’t know the exact costs until we put it out to bid. The 
timeline from USDA is uncertain so we need to continue to look for 
grants and other community or state/federal funding options. We 
need to look at how to fundraise money for the ER. An idea was to 
start with a town hall meeting so we could get this story out there. 

•	 Clinic Project –The cost is $730k for the front and the back 
renovations. Potentially, if paired with the Capital Improvement 
Grant there could be a match. 

•	 Independent Living Project– combined in the quote 
above.

6.	 Personnel/HR:
a)	 The Employee update report was reviewed.
b)	 Recruitment –The full-time clinic mid-level position was 

discussed. Discussed engagement with schools including PA or 
NP provider shadowing.

Break taken at 1:06pm. 
Session resumed at 1:11pm.
7.	 Department In-service
a)	 Quality/Risk Management - BLS training for staff was 

discussed. Risk Management data was reviewed along with ER 
stats. 

b)	 Employee Education – Melissa Wessel prepared the 
narrative. There were no questions or concerns.

Next Meeting – Wednesday, September 25, 2024 at 8:00 am – 
AmberMed Conference Room

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 2:11pm. 4-0

Kansas Sends Swift-Water Rescue 
Teams to Florida

Kansas deployed a Type 1 swift water search and rescue team, 
Kansas Task Force 1, through the Office of the State Fire Marshal 
to assist the state of Florida and local jurisdictions responding 
to Hurricane Storm Helene. Teams departed the evening of 
Sept. 24 from Olathe and Wichita. The Kansas Division of 
Emergency Management received the request from Florida and 
the task force was sent as part of an Emergency Management 
Assistance Compact, which is a multistate, mutual aid agreement 
that facilitates interstate assistance in response and recovery 
operations during a disaster. 

One Type I swift water/flood rescue teams with hard-bottom, 
and inflatable boats with personnel will be sent from the Office 
of the State Fire Marshal, Derby Fire Department, Junction City 
Fire Department, Manhattan Fire Department, Neosho Memorial 
Regional Medical Center, Olathe Fire Department, Sedgwick 
County Fire District 1, and the Wichita Fire Department. 

The teams will conduct search and rescue operations. Their 
objectives will be: To Search for and rescue individuals, provide 
basic life support (BLS) medical care, transport humans and 
animals to the nearest location for secondary air or land transport, 
provide shore-based and boat-based water rescue, provide animal 
rescues, and support helicopter and urban search and rescue in 
water environments. 

In accordance with the EMAC agreement, Kansas will be 
reimbursed for cost associated with the deployment.

Capital Markets
Reforms Legislation

Washington, D.C. – U.S. Senator Jerry Moran (R-Kan.) joined his 
colleagues in introducing comprehensive legislation to revitalize 
businesses and open up capital markets to all Americans.

The Empowering Main Street in America Act would empower, 
support and foster growth by providing streamlined access to 
funding through capital markets system which can be used to 
innovate, create jobs and accelerate economic growth.

Sen. Moran was joined by Sens. Tim Scott (S.C.), Mike Crapo 
(R-Idaho), Mike Rounds (R-S.D.), Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), John 
Kennedy (R-La.), Bill Hagerty (R-Tenn.), Cynthia Lummis (R-Wyo.), 
Katie Britt (R-Ala.), Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.) and Steve Daines 
(R-Mont.) in introducing this legislation.

This legislative package included legislation Sen. Moran had 
previously introduced – the Expanding American Entrepreneurship 
Act – which would expand the permitted size of angel funds to 
allow for a higher number of investors in start-up companies.

Additionally, Sen. Moran’s legislation the SEED Act was included 
in this package and would amends the Securities Act to provide 
any issuer, offering no more than $500,000 worth of securities 
annually, with a micro-offering exemption free of mandated 
disclosures and offering filings.

Mann Rejects Continuation
of Fiscal Insanity

Washington, D.C. – U.S. Representative Tracey Mann (KS-
01) voted against H.R. 9747, the Continuing Appropriations and 
Extensions Act, 2025. The legislation, which passed in the U.S. 
House of Representatives by a vote of 341-82, fails to reduce 
government spending, protect the integrity of the upcoming U.S. 
election, or tackle America’s $35 trillion debt. Rep. Mann released 
the following statement after the vote.

“I did not come to Congress to be a caretaker in the slow 
demise of America,” said Rep. Mann. “Our country currently has 
$35 trillion in debt that our children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren will be responsible for. We cannot continue to do 
the same thing over and over again and expect different results. 
Kansans regularly tell me that the economy and the federal 
government’s reckless spending are two of their top concerns. I 
will not contribute to the decimation of America’s fiscal house by 
supporting spending bills that fail to prioritize the real needs of 
America. It is Congress’ job to pass 12 individual appropriations 
bills each year to fund the government. We must return to regular 
order, stop kicking the can down the road, and do our job.”

In March 2024, Rep. Mann voted against H.R. 1061, the first 
part of a $1.66 trillion spending package. Mann also opposed the 
second vehicle in the spending package that further exceeded 
spending caps and ballooned the national debt.

H.R. 9747 will now go to the U.S. Senate for further consideration.

Childcare Licensing and 
Background Check Fees Waived

~~Excess federal funds to cover fees associated with becoming a 
licensed childcare provider or renewing an existing license~~

Topeka — Governor Laura Kelly announced the State of Kansas 
will cover the state licensing, background check, and fingerprinting 
fees for childcare providers seeking initial licensure or licensure 
renewal through 2025 or until available funds are expended. Fee 
coverage will assist new childcare providers by reducing start-up 
costs and continuing to support existing providers as they retain 
their licensure.

Since 2021, the State of Kansas has been covering the initial 
and renewal licensing fees for childcare providers in the state 
through federal discretionary Child Care Development Fund 
(CCDF) assistance through federal pandemic relief legislation. 
Additional funding to extend this coverage is being provided 
through reallocated Governor Emergency Education Relief 
(GEER) funding. The funding will be administered through an 
agreement between the Kansas Children’s Cabinet and Trust 
Fund and the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, the 
agency responsible for childcare licensing.

Covering these fees will lower the total start-up cost for 
childcare businesses—costs that often become too large of a 
barrier to overcome. Additionally, this action will incentivize more 
unlicensed providers to become licensed, ensuring safer care based 
on industry best standards. For current providers, the decision 
to cover these fees is another way the Kelly administration has 
invested in Kansas’ childcare workforce and continues to provide 
them with critical support.

Local jurisdictions may charge fees unrelated to those 
imposed by the state. Providers should consult their local health 
departments or local resource and referral agencies to learn more 
about applicable local fees in their jurisdiction.

To learn more about becoming a childcare provider, please visit 
https://childcareinkansas.com/providers/.

Kansas is Awarded STEP Funds to 
Expand Exporting Efforts

Topeka – Governor Laura Kelly announced today that the U.S. 
Small Business Administration (SBA) has awarded the Kansas 
Department of Commerce a $450,000 State Trade Expansion 
Program (STEP) grant for potential or current exporting 
businesses in Kansas. These funds will further elevate the state’s 
robust export sector, which hit an all-time high of $14.08 billion in 
2023.

“The production and export of more Kansas-made products 
has bolstered the state’s economy and has assisted our local and 
small businesses reach a larger customer base and accelerate their 
efforts outside the United States,” Governor Laura Kelly said. “This 
support from the SBA will spur business expansion and provide 
resources to reach markets worldwide.”

The agency’s International Division oversees the administration 
of the STEP award, enabling eligible businesses to leverage these 
funds for conducting focused activities that promote export growth. 
The STEP program plays a crucial role in equipping Kansas small 
businesses with the necessary resources and knowledge to excel 
in export-related endeavors, offering assistance to both existing 
exporters and companies venturing into international markets for 
the first time.

The SBA began administering STEP in 2011 as part of federal 
legislation encouraging trade. Through STEP, states competitively 
apply for and receive financial awards to assist small businesses 
with export development. The award will allow the State of Kansas 
to assist small businesses with activities such as foreign trade 
missions and trade shows, obtain market entry support services 
provided by the U.S. Department of Commerce, and participate in 
training workshops.

“Investing resources to help broaden the Kansas exporter base 
is good for our small businesses and the entire state economy,” 
Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of Commerce David Toland 
said. “As the global marketplace continues to present new 
opportunities for Kansas companies, we want our businesses to 
take advantage of them. Our International Division will utilize the 
STEP grant to help Kansas firms start exporting or expand their 
exporting efforts.”

Since the program’s inception in 2012, more than 240 Kansas 
small businesses have participated and achieved more than $56 
million in actual export sales.

“Many Kansas small businesses have limited resources to 
venture into new markets or are uncertain how to begin exporting 
their products,” International Division Director Laura Lombard 
said. “The STEP funding allows us to tackle those challenges, 
assist them in growing their businesses, and taking advantage of 
the global market.”

Mann Calls on America
to Fire Border Czar

Manhattan – U.S. Representative Tracey Mann (KS-01) called 
on America to fire its border czar and to secure the border after the 
Biden-Harris Administration’s border policies ushered 16 million 
illegal immigrants into the United States without any formal 
vetting or background checks. 

In case you missed it…. 
It’s Time to Fire America’s Border Czar 
By Rep. Tracey Mann, Washington Reporter 
Legend has it that Albert Einstein once said that insanity is 

doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different 
results. We cannot continue to let President Joe Biden and Border 
Czar Vice President Kamala Harris wreak havoc at America’s 
southern border while expecting things to get better. 

Under their leadership, more than 16 million illegal immigrants 
have crossed our borders. U.S. Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) 
agents have stopped more than 385 individuals at the border 
whose names appear on the terrorist watchlist and report nearly 
2 million ‘gotaways’ entering the country since January 21, 2021. 

Since day one, Vice President Harris and President Biden have 
been laser focused on rolling back President Donald Trump’s 
policies that were effective in lowering illegal immigration. They 
paused deportations for 100 days, rescinded the Remain in Mexico 
policy, and ended construction of the border wall. Vice President 
Harris and President Biden made it clear: they prefer to implement 
open border policies that satisfy the far-left rather than actually 
protect our country. 

Their embrace of leftist ideologies backfired and created the 
greatest border crisis in American history, making Americans 
both less safe and less secure. 

Former Border Patrol Chief Rodney Scott said that in December 
2020, the U.S. had the most secure border in history, and the 
highest level of situational awareness ever. The facts clearly show 
that this is no longer the case. 

For nearly four years, my Republican colleagues and I have 
sounded the alarm on the border crisis and urged the Biden-Harris 
administration to work with us to secure the border for good. 
Last year, we passed H.R. 2, which would finish the border wall, 
increase the number of border patrol agents, end catch and release, 
and strengthen the asylum process. We have given Vice President 
Harris and President Biden every chance to work with us to end 
their border crisis, and we have been met with silence. 

Instead, the administration chose to put lipstick on a pig with its 
“border solution” that would still allow a minimum of 1.8 million 
illegal immigrants to enter the country per year. In other words, 
the order was all talk and no action. Any proposal to “secure the 
border” that fails to reinstate Remain in Mexico, end catch and 
release and stop parole abuse is not a serious proposal. It is a 
political stunt and nothing more. 

We must stop pretending that there is anything normal about 
our current border crisis, and it is time that we fire the border 
czar who was placed in charge to handle it. Until then, my House 
Republican colleagues and I will continue to fight for a nation that 
is secure and gets our border under control. 

In a few weeks, the American people will head to the polls, and 
we have a choice. We can vote for a candidate who has told us what 
she wants to do to address her own failing policies, or we can vote 
for the candidate who has shown us what his policies can do to 
protect our borders. I know what choice I will make. 

For more information about Representative Mann, visit: www.
mann.house.gov
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Kansas Hog Inventory Down 1%
Manhattan - Kansas inventory of all hogs and pigs on September 

1, 2024, was 1.98 million head, according to the USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service. This was down 1% from September 
1, 2023, and down 2% from June 1, 2024.

Breeding hog inventory, at 170,000 head, was down 3% from 
September 1, 2023, but unchanged from last quarter. Market hog 
inventory, at 1.81 million head, was down slightly from last year, 
and down 2% from last quarter.

The June - August 2024 Kansas pig crop, at 1.01 million head, 
was up 4% from 2023. Sows farrowed during the period totaled 
85,000 head, down 2% from last year. The average pigs saved per 
litter was 11.90 for the June - August period, compared to 11.20 
last year.

Kansas hog producers intend to farrow 85,000 sows during 
the September - November 2024 quarter, up 2% from the actual 
farrowings during the same period a year ago. Intended farrowings 
for December 2024 - February 2025 are 78,000 sows, down 8% from 
the actual farrowings during the same period a year ago.

Senator Marshall Introduces 
Farmer First Fuel Incentives Act
Farmers in Kansas work from dawn till dusk every day to feed 

a grateful nation. As your voice on Capitol Hill, I am fighting for 
policies that help – not hurt – our farmers.  

The Clean Fuel Production Credit, also known as 45Z, offers 
a tax credit to manufacturers of renewable fuels, which are 
often made from feedstocks produced from soybeans and corn 
grown throughout Kansas. However, 45Z’s current language 
unintentionally incentivizes the production of renewable fuel from 
used cooking oil from China. This oversight shuts hard-working 
American farmers out of the marketplace for certain renewable 
fuels. The kicker is much of this used cooking oil from China is 
actually fraudulent and mixed with virgin palm oil. 

To fix this problem, I introduced the Farmer First Fuel 
Incentives Act to put American farmers FIRST, ensuring they are 
the primary beneficiaries of renewable fuel tax incentives. Our 
legislation amends 45Z to benefit growers by restricting the tax 
credit’s eligibility to renewable fuels made only from domestically 
sourced feedstocks and extending the tax credit to make it a full 
ten-year credit. 

Making these changes ensures American-grown feedstocks are 
purchased by renewable fuel producers looking to benefit from 
45Z, as well as gives the renewable fuel industry the time and 
financial incentive to build up the infrastructure needed for the 
U.S. to be less reliant on foreign fuel, open new markets for farmers, 
and increase renewable fuel production across the Midwest. Our 
policies must always benefit our farmers, not China.

Kansas Crop Progress and 
Condition

Manhattan - For the week ending September 29, 2024, there 
were 6.2 days suitable for fieldwork, according to the USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service. Topsoil moisture supplies 
rated 16% very short, 42% short, 40% adequate, and 2% surplus. 
Subsoil moisture supplies rated 19% very short, 43% short, 37% 
adequate, and 1% surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter wheat planted was 32%, equal to both 
last year and the five-year average. Emerged was 10%, near 11% 
both last year and average.

Corn condition rated 15% very poor, 17% poor, 31% fair, 29% good, 
and 8% excellent. Corn mature was 92%, near 91% last year, and 
ahead of 83% average. Harvested was 53%, ahead of 47% last year 
and 39% average.

Soybean condition rated 6% very poor, 13% poor, 31% fair, 42% 
good, and 8% excellent.

Soybeans dropping leaves was 73%, near 76% last year, but ahead 
of 63% average. Harvested was 11%, behind 20% last year, and near 
12% average.

Sorghum condition rated 10% very poor, 15% poor, 36% fair, 34% 
good, and 5% excellent.

Sorghum coloring was 95%, near 93% both last year and average. 
Mature was 60%, near 56% last year, and ahead of 50% average. 
Harvested was 17%, equal to last year, and ahead of 11% average.

Cotton condition rated 2% very poor, 15% poor, 34% fair, 44% 
good, and 5% excellent. Cotton bolls opening was 81%, behind 90% 
last year, but ahead of 65% average. Harvested was 8%, near 4% last 
year, and ahead of 2% average.

Sunflowers harvested was 11%, behind 20% last year, but ahead 
of 6% average.

Pasture and Range Report: Pasture and range conditions rated 
10% very poor, 20% poor, 43% fair, 24% good, and 3% excellent.

USDA to Survey Kansas Producers 
Manhattan - This fall, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 

National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will gather 
information about production practices from Kansas producers, 
as part of the 2024 Agricultural Resource Management Survey 
(ARMS).

“ARMS is a vital survey that tracks how Kansas farmers use 
technology to manage production of their major field crops,” said 
NASS Kansas State Statistician Doug Bounds. “The data help 
producers, policymakers and farm groups understand the factors 
that drive the costs and returns of crop production.”

This year, NASS is surveying wheat and sorghum producers 
across the country.

NASS will conduct the survey starting in October and 
recommends that farmers have their fertilizer and pesticide spray 
records available to assist the survey process. A USDA NASS 
representative will call producers to set up an interview to assist 
in the completion of the questionnaire. Producers may also receive 
an email reminder, if they opted for email service.

ARMS is conducted in three phases, from May 2024 through 
April 2025. The first phase screened participants to make sure they 
have the commodity of interest and would accurately represent the 
entire U.S. farm sector. In this current phase, NASS is collecting 
information on production practices. In the final phase, NASS 
will survey producers on cost of production, farm income, and 
production expenditures.

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents. The information 
provided will be used for statistical purposes only. In accordance 
with federal law, survey responses will be kept confidential and 
will not be published in identifiable form.

ARMS is a joint effort of NASS and USDA’s Economic Research 
Service. For more information about ARMS, visit nass.usda.gov/
go/arms. For reports and analysis of ARMS data, visit ers.usda.
gov/arms.

All NASS reports are available online at nass.usda.gov/
Publications. For more information, call the NASS Kansas Field 
Office at (800) 582-6443.

NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing 
official data about U.S. agriculture and is committed to providing 
timely, accurate and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Sunflower and the Bull Calf
By Kim Baldwin, McPherson County farmer and rancher
Our fall calving season has just wrapped up with another 

successful year that has now brought views of lively baby calves 
dotting our pasture.

Since our calving season usually falls within the same time as 
the start of our fall harvest, it is my responsibility to keep watch of 
the cattle in the pasture while my husband and father-in-law focus 
on harvest.

It’s a task I have enjoyed ever since I was a kid when I’d keep 
watch on my cows and anticipate the arrival of little ones. I 
remember the excitement of riding the bus home from school to 
see a new wobbly calf in the pasture or the pride I had when a 
friend and I would sit behind the fence and be able to quietly watch 
a live birth.

I still have that feeling of anticipation to this day when I go out 
into the pasture in the mornings to see if there’s new life. I also 
have that sense of pride as my son and I go out into the pasture 
and sit atop a hill looking over the cattle during our evening check 
knowing what I experienced and observed as a child is being 
passed down to my children.

I always hope for an uneventful calving season with mother 
cows not needing my assistance. Some years are better than 
others. This year none of the cows required my assistance, but it 
was definitely an eventful season, nonetheless.

My son’s first bottle calf, Sunflower, has become a great cow and 
has proven to be an excellent mother over the last three seasons 
of calving. This year, my son and I discovered Sunflower and her 
new handsome red bull calf while checking the cattle one evening.

She had already cleaned up that little bull calf and he had figured 
out how to walk without wobbling and was nursing by the time my 
son and I found them. As we sat and watched the pair for a while, 
we commented on how this cow was a phenomenal mama even 
though she had been an orphan.

The next morning I went out again to check cattle but couldn’t 
find that little red bull calf anywhere. Instead, Sunflower was 
nursing another calf — a petite black heifer.

I was a bit perplexed and amazed at the same time that Sunflower 
would allow a different calf to nurse, but I chalked it up to her being 
such a good mother. I also told myself that she had hid her red bull 
calf so well hidden in the tall grass that I couldn’t find him, but I 
was sure I’d see him during my evening check. 

But my son and I couldn’t find that little red calf during our 
evening check. And Sunflower still had that little black heifer 
right beside her. I began to realize what was happening. Sunflower 
had twins. Scenarios ran through my mind. Perhaps she had only 
claimed the little heifer. Perhaps she hid the red bull calf and 
forgot where she’d left him. Perhaps coyotes had found him. In 
any of those scenarios, the outcome for that little bull calf was not 
promising.

The next morning my son and I awoke early to again go to the 
pasture and try to find that little red bull calf with no luck. I took 
the kids to school and returned to the pasture with our dog in the 
hopes we could find that baby.

The dog and I walked those 60 acres consisting of tall grass, 
thick timber and a creek bed. The dog sniffed out the little black 
heifer who’d been tucked into a tuft of grass, but we couldn’t find 
the red bull calf.

Two days later there was still no sign of that little guy. Four days 
later and I’d given up hope.

Six days later, my husband and son went out during the evening 
check. I received a text from my husband telling me they’d found 
the missing red bull calf. I quickly called to see where they’d found 
him and to find out how badly decomposed he was.

“Oh, he’s alive,” my husband giggled. I couldn’t believe it! When 
I got home later that evening I went out into the pasture to discover 
Sunflower with her two strong and healthy calves nursing.

That old cow surely gave us all a story to remember for a very 
long time and proof, once again, that she is an excellent mother.

“Insight” is a weekly column published by Kansas Farm Bureau, 
the state’s largest farm organization whose mission is to strengthen 
agriculture and the lives of Kansans through advocacy, education 
and service.

Commission Minutes
9/24/2024

Now on this 24th day of 
September 2024, the Board 
of Commissioners, Sheridan 
County, Kansas, met in regular 
session with Chairman Mike 
“Buck” Mader presiding. Other 
members present were Joe 
Bainter, David Stithem and 
County Clerk Heather Bracht. 
Guests were Kyle Emigh and 
The Sheridan Sentinel.

At 8:00 a.m. Mader called the 
meeting to order.

Those in attendance stood 
and recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Joe Herskowitz, Road & 
Bridge Supervisor, came to 
the table. There was a brief 
discussion about concrete for 
the lake renovation project. 
Zodrow will not be able to 
start crushing until October. 
They have started working 
on the bridge postings. There 
are 18 bridge signs that will 
be replaced. Once done, the 
paperwork will be submitted to 
Penco so it can be submitted to 
the state.

The Board discussed some 
warrants and clarified some of 
the repairs done on equipment.

There was discussion about 
several roads.

At 8:21 Bainter made a 
motion to enter into executive 
session for a period of 5 
minutes for the discussion of 
non-elected personnel. Stithem 
seconded the motion. Carried 
3-0. Present were the Board, 
Bracht, and Herskowitz. The 
door opened at 8:26 with no 
decision being made.

They are working on landfill 
issues that were found during 
the last inspection. The 
employees are starting to look 
at equipment to figure out what 
is needed for winter. A fuel 
order is needed.

The Agreement with Bettis 
pertaining to the start date for 
the roadwork on Sheridan Ave. 
to 10W was tabled until it can 
be discussed with the county 
attorney.

Bracht advised the Board 
that the appraiser needs a 
new computer and asked if 
ARPA Funds could be used 
to purchase it. ARPA Funds 
were used to purchase a 
new computer for the Clerk, 
Treasurer, and Register of 
Deeds a year or two ago. By 
consensus the Board approved 
this.

Mader opened the sealed 
bids for tires for three law 
enforcement vehicles. After 
reviewing the bids, the Board 
had some questions so will ask 
Sheriff Carver to come in later 
to clarify.

Shirley Niermeier, Treasurer, 
came to the table. Niermeier 
distributed the delinquent 
real estate list for the tax 
sale. Niermeier reviewed the 
various parcels. There are 
11 real estate parcels and 36 
severed minerals. The Board 
will advise the county attorney 
next week to proceed with the 
tax sale.

There was a brief 
discussion about the printer 
in the Treasurer’s office that 
continues to go off-line.

Marie McDaniel, Register of 
Deeds, entered the meeting. 
The Board and McDaniel 
discussed the policy of 
charging for copies of 
documents. The discussion 
was tabled until next week 
when the county attorney will 
be back.

Karl Pratt, Sheridan County 
Community Foundation, 
Sophia White, part-time 
employee, and Jodi Rogers, 
Board member came to 
the table. Information was 
distributed to the Board about 
a pocket park to be located 
between The First State Bank 
and Hirsch Law Office. SCCF 
is asking for $20,000 of the 
County’s ARPA funds to help 
with the project. The Board 
made no decision.

Pratt advised the Board 
that the daycare duplex is 
almost complete. There are 
two candidates that will be 
interviewed today. They 
hope to have a ribbon cutting 
ceremony on Sunday, October 
13.

Pratt gave a brief report of 
the funding, Match Month, and 
other things going on with the 
Foundation. 

The September 17, 2024 
Minutes were approved as 
amended on a motion by Mader 
and second by Bainter. Carried 
3-0

Bainter made a motion to 
approve the September 20, 
2024 Payroll as presented. 
Mader seconded. Carried 3-0

On a motion by Mader 
and second by Stithem, the 
September 24, 2024 Warrants 
were approved. Carried 3-0

Bainter exited the meeting.
Sheriff Carver entered 

the meeting to clarify the 
tire bids that were opened 
earlier in the meeting. After 
clarifying the brand of tire 
and other discussion, Mader 
made a motion to approve the 
low bid from Allie Repair for 
12-275/55R20 Bridgestone 
Dueler A/T Ascent 10 ply tires 
for a cost of $3,372. Stithem 
seconded. Carried 2-0

Carver advised the Board 
the patrol car to replace the car 
totaled by the June hailstorm 
will be ready on Thursday. The 
Board and Carver discussed 
the generator which has been 
repaired.

The following warrants and 
payroll were reviewed and 
approved:

General $180,078.22
Road & Bridge	$153,708.34
Noxious Weed $2,324.11
E911 $4,135.38
Public Transp.	$2,772.37
Landfill $2,207.96
MV $1,729.11
ROD Tech $1,125.00
Treas Tech $1,125.00
Forfeiture $93.80
ARPA	 $9,458.80
VIN $436.96
At 10:17 a.m. with no further 

business, Mader made a 
motion to adjourn, seconded 
by Stithem. Carried 2-0. The 
next regular meeting will be 
Tuesday, October 1, 2024, at 
8:00 a.m. in the Commissioner’s 
Room.

Attest: Heather Bracht, 	
County Clerk, Mike “Buck” 
Mader, Chairman

Kansas Small Grain
Acreage and Production

Manhattan - Winter wheat production is estimated at 307 
million bushels, up 53% from last year, according to the USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service. The area harvested for 
grain totaled 7.15 million acres, up 24% from 2023.

Planted acreage totaled 7.60 million acres, down 6% from a year 
earlier. The yield is 43.0 bushels per acre, up 8.0 bushels from 2023.

Oat production is estimated at 1.72 million bushels, down 13% 
from 2023. Area harvested for grain, at 26,000 acres, is down 
13% from last year. Planted acreage totaled 160,000 acres, down 
14% from a year earlier. Yield is 66.0 bushels per acre, equaling 
previous record yield from 2023.

Barley production is estimated at 225,000 bushels, up 55% from 
a year ago. Area harvested for grain is 3,000 acres, down 40% from 
2023. Planted acreage totaled 10,000 acres, down 38% from last 
year. Average yield, at 75.0 bushels per acre, is up 46.0 bushels 
from 2023, and a record high.

Kansas Grain Stocks
Manhattan - Kansas corn stocks in all positions on September 1, 

2024 totaled 62.4 million bushels, down 19% from 2023, according 
to the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. Of the 
total, 14.5 million bushels are stored on farms, down 24% from a 
year ago. Off-farm stocks, at 47.9 million bushels, are down 17% 
from last year.

Wheat stored in all positions totaled 341 million bushels, up 
36% from a year ago. On-farm stocks of 30.5 million bushels are 
up 27% from 2023 and off-farm stocks of 311 million bushels are up 
37% from last year.

Sorghum stored in all positions totaled 20.6 million bushels, up 
23% from 2023. On-farm stocks of 1.70 million bushels are up 95% 
from a year ago and off-farm stocks of 18.9 million bushels are up 
20% from last year.

Soybeans stored in all positions totaled 10.7 million bushels, 
up 43% from last year. On-farm stocks of 1.00 million bushels 
are down 41% from a year ago, but off-farm stocks, at 9.72 million 
bushels, are up 67% from 2023.

Oat stocks stored in off farm positions totaled 1.01 million 
bushels, down 28% from a year ago.

PUBLIC NOTICES

AmberMed
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes

August 28, 2024
Chairman, Joy Bretz, called the meeting to order at 10:20am in 

the AmberMed Conference Room. Members present are Leanna 
Sloan, Renae Kersenbrock and Marcella Cameron. Others present 
include Chad Koster, Rebecca Bird, Shelby Moss, Justine Wade 
and Julia Cooper.	

1.	 A motion was made to approve the agenda as presented. 
4-0

2.	 FQHC Report 
a)	 Marketing Update: A motion was made to approve the 

Pano contract as presented for the next 4 months with the money 
to come from the FQ funds. 4-0

3.	 Consent Agenda Items: A motion was made to approve 
the consent agenda as presented. 4-0 

Notes are provided below.
a)	 Board Minutes – Regular meeting minutes from 7/26/24 
b)	 Financial Statements 
c)	 Bad Debt Write-offs – July 2024 (Hospital $1,589.20) 

(Clinic $5,451.50) 
d)	 Accounts Payable – July 2024 $978,163.66
e)	 Treasurer’s Report – 
f)	 Overtime Report-
g)	 Board Education – There was a board training session a few 

weeks ago and a lot of good information came from that meeting. 
There are some changes we plan to work on implementing going 
forward to help clean up our process including onboarding for new 
board members. 

h)	 Credentialing:
4.	 Finance:

Continued on page 9
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(First published in The Sheridan Sentinel September 26, 2024)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, KANSAS
PROBATE DIVISION

In the Matter of the Estate of
ELIZABETH BREWSTER, Deceased

Case No: SD-2024-PR-000011

NOTICE OF HEARING ON
PETITION FOR FINAL SETTLEMENT

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that a petition has been filed in said court 

by Robert Brewster, executor of the estate of Elizabeth Brewster, 
deceased, praying for a final settlement of said estate, approval 
of the acts, proceedings and accounts of the executor, allowance 
for the services of the executor and attorney’s fees and expenses; 
and also praying that the court determine the heirs entitled to the 
estate and the proportion or part thereof to which each is entitled, 
and distribute and assign the same to them in accordance with the 
provisions of decedent’s will; that the administration of the estate 
be closed; that the executor be discharged and released from 
further liability.

You are hereby required to file your written defenses thereto on 
or before the 28th day of October 2024, at 11:00 a.m. of said day, in 
said court, in the city of Hoxie, Sheridan County, Kansas, at which 
time and place said cause will be heard.

/s/ Robert Brewster
Robert Brewster, Executor

/S/ Steven W. Hirsch
Steven W. Hirsch #12789
HIRSCH & ABBOTT LAW OFFICE
104 So Penn, PO Box 296
Oberlin, KS  67749
PH: 785-475-2296
Attorney for Estate

(Last published in The Sheridan Sentinel October 10, 2024)

(First published in The Sheridan Sentinel October 3, 2024)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, KANSAS
PROBATE DIVISION

In the Matter of the Estate of
Case No.: SD-2024-PR-000027
JUDITH N. WEEKS, Deceased.	

NOTICE OF HEARING AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that a petition dated September 3, 2024, 

has been filed in this court by David D. Weeks, as a surviving don 
of Judith N. Weeks, deceased, praying for administration of said 
estate and for the appointment of David D. Weeks as executor of 
the estate.

You are further advised that the petitioner in this matter has 
requested administration pursuant to the Kansas Simplified 
Estates Act, and if such request is granted the court may not 
supervise administration of the estate and no further notice of any 
action of the executor or other proceedings in the estate will be 
given except for notice of final settlement of the decedent’s estate.  
Should written objections to simplified administration be filed 
with the court, the court may order supervised administration to 
ensue.

You are hereby required to file your written defenses to the 
appointment of David D. Weeks as executor of the estate on or 
before October 28, 2024, at 11:00 A.M. in this court in the city 
of Hoxie, Sheridan County, Kansas, at which time and place the 
cause will be heard.  Should you fail therein, judgment and decree 
will be entered in due course upon the petition.

All creditors are notified to exhibit their demands against the 
estate within four months from the date of the first publication of 
this notice as provided by law, and if their demands are not thus 
exhibited they shall be forever barred.

/s/ David D. Weeks 
David D. Weeks, Petitioner

/s/ Steven W. Hirsch
Steven W. Hirsch #12789
HIRSCH & ABBOTT LAW OFFICE
104 So Penn, PO Box 296
PH: 785-475-2296
Oberlin, Kansas 67749
Attorney for Petitioner

(Last published in The Sheridan Sentinel October 17, 2024)

(Published in The Sheridan Sentinel October 3, 2024) (Published in The Sheridan Sentinel October 3, 2024)

(First published in The Sheridan Sentinel October 3, 2024)

(Last published in The Sheridan Sentinel October 17, 2024)
The Kansas Press Display Ad Network

the Kansas Press Association.
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The City of Erie is accepting applications for the position of City Clerk
until position is filled. High School diploma/GED required. Must possess
knowledge of computers, office equipment, public relations, organiza-
tional, oral and written communication skills, office management, finan-
cial accountability and reporting. Record keeping, problem solving, and
decision making skills are required. Minimum 3 years experience in su-
pervisory position. Salary negotiable with experience.Excellent benefit
package. EOE. Send cover letter and resume to City Hall, 101 N. Main,
Erie, KS 66733, or by e-mail: cityclerk@erieks.com. For complete job
description call (620) 244-3461

HELP WANTED: CITY CLERK

Septic Tank Pumping
&

Installation
LARRY’S

PLUMBING
785-462-3458

Fun Page Solutions
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WORD AD RATES
$4.25 - first 20 words
$0.15 - per word after

DISPLAY AD RATES
$6 per column inch

Deadline Noon Tuesday.
Deadline Noon Tuesday

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED: The 

Sheridan Sentinel is looking 
for writers/reporters to help 
expand our news coverage. We 
would like to cover topics such 
as school sports, local area 
activities & events, health & 
wellness, spiritual, politics, as 
well as opinion editorials (stand 
up and start a conversation, 
instead of complaining on 
social media while hiding 
behind your internet screen). 
Articles & photos are paid by 
the published column inch, 
and due by noon Tuesday. 
Paid quarterly, depending on 
number of articles and column 
inches published (maximum 
500 words/article). For more 
information, email: editor@
sheridansentinel.com or come 
into the office at 716 Main 
Street, Hoxie.

---7/TFN---
HELP WANTED:HELP 

WANTED: Hoxie Feedyard 
& PSI are always interested 
in visiting with good people 
about a good job. We offer 
competitive pay and great 
benefits. Please call Scott Foote 
785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---

Blackwood Family Dentistry

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
501 Garfield

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

Vitus’
Service Center

* Center Pivot Service & Parts
* Electrical Work & Supplies

* Welding Equipment,
Supplies, Gases

& Steel Sales
* Welders & Air Compressors

Sales & Service

785-675-8780

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240

Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

HEIM BODY SHOP
Expert Body Repair & 

Paint 
Windshield Repair &

Replacement
Vehicle Accessories & 

Installation 
Thunderstruck Grille 

Guards
Spray-in-Bed Liners

785-675-2182

profe ssional   service s
Ad Rates

$6/week (billed monthly)
785-675-3321

Ask About
multi-week discounts

785-675-3321

Oakley Cleaners
Drop off M-F at

Flower Barn
Friday Delivery

785-671-3831

YOUR AD HERE

1 x 1” - $6

1 x 2” - $12

785-675-3321
716 Main St, Hoxie

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net

BACK ISSUES OF

The Sheridan Sentinel

$1
785-675-3321
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ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
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�
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a)	 Medicare Advantage – We are planning to provide and 
distribute information to the public, educating them on what these 
policies include. 

b)	 We had reopened the 2020 and 2021 cost reports to adjust 
some allocations.

5.	 Operational:
a.	 AmberMed – Feedback, signage, marketing contract: 

Signage has been ordered, this includes the two large outdoor 
signs and 2 smaller signs pointing towards the entrances. 

b.	 Wander Management System – We have done a deep dive 
into what the options are. LifeCare Associates proposal was $32k 
and then they came back with a basic one for $19k. A motion was 
made to approve the purchase of the INA Alert system for $32k. 3-1 

c.	 Lab Reference – Nikki Roudybush presented a narrative 
for the recommended reference lab change. KPS is who we 
are currently contracted with. A motion was made to approve 
terminating with KPS and signing with Peterson. 4-0

d.	 Sept. 4th Flow - Staff is highly aware of the changes 
happening on September 4th. We are working to make sure our 
ER is prepped and ready as best as possible. 

e.	 Projects/Remodels – 
•	 ER Project – The environmental study has been given to 

USDA. We won’t know the exact costs until we put it out to bid. The 
timeline from USDA is uncertain so we need to continue to look for 
grants and other community or state/federal funding options. We 
need to look at how to fundraise money for the ER. An idea was to 
start with a town hall meeting so we could get this story out there. 

•	 Clinic Project –The cost is $730k for the front and the back 
renovations. Potentially, if paired with the Capital Improvement 
Grant there could be a match. 

•	 Independent Living Project– combined in the quote 
above.

6.	 Personnel/HR:
a)	 The Employee update report was reviewed.
b)	 Recruitment –The full-time clinic mid-level position was 

discussed. Discussed engagement with schools including PA or 
NP provider shadowing.

Break taken at 1:06pm. 
Session resumed at 1:11pm.
7.	 Department In-

service
a)	 Q u a l i t y / R i s k 

Management - BLS training 
for staff was discussed. 
Risk Management data was 
reviewed along with ER stats. 

b)	 Employee Education 

– Melissa Wessel prepared 
the narrative. There were no 
questions or concerns.

Next Meeting – Wednesday, 
September 25, 2024 at 8:00 am 
– AmberMed Conference Room

A motion was made to 
adjourn the meeting at 2:11pm. 
4-0

AmberMed
Continued from page 6
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If you don’t advertise, you’re invisible!
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HOXIE STATE INSURANCE, INC.
824 Main - PO Box 378 - Hoxie, KS 67740

(785) 675-3263 - Fax (785) 675-3721
Winona Office (785) 846-7401

hoxieins@ruraltel.net
Shane - Garrett - Dustin - Jana - Hannah

AUTO - FARM - HOME - CROP - HEALTH - LIFE

945 Main St. PO B  198
Hoxie, Kansas 67740

Hardware

HIRSCH LAW OFFICE
Steven W. Hirsch

821 Main Street

Hoxie, KS 67740

785-675-3762

Income Tax Preparation
Tax Projections

Farm & Business Planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

MM
Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

Company

736 Main

PO Box 565

Hoxie, KS 67740

eland@ruraltel.net

785-675-3217

Eland Title

877-754-2111

Advertise on 

This Page

in

COLOR

785-675-3321
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Graphics & Design
716 Main Street, Hoxie, KS 67740

For Custom Quotes:
Call 778855--667755--33332211 or Email: advertising@sheridansentinel.com

For Windows,
Vehicles Any Size!

High quality
images on vinyl!

Our new
Roland Printer
will print up to

50” wide!

Copies up to 11x17”
Office Supplies

Stop in or Call us Today!
Temporary/Permanent

Indoor/Outdoor

Indoor/Outdoor
Grommets Available

Embroidery & Heat Press
Caps, Shirts, Totes 

& more

Vinyl Decals

Banners

Magnets

Posters

Business Cards

Envelopes, Forms

Flyers & More

Decorated Apparel
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Starting October 17th, Dr. Gaede will be seeing 
patients at the Selden Community Clinic on the

third Thursday of every month from 8 AM to 5 PM.

Dr. Gaede
is coming
to town!

Call (785)-675-3018 for more information or to schedule your appointment. 


