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Commission Minutes
9/6/22

Now on this 6th of 
September 2022, the Board 
of Commissioners, Sheridan 
County, Kansas met in regular 
session with Chairman Wes 
Bainter presiding.  Others 
present were Joe Bainter, 
Mike “Buck” Mader, County 
Attorney Joe Pratt and County 
Clerk Heather Bracht.  Guests 
were Carolyn Meyer and The 
Sheridan Sentinel.

At 8:00 a.m. Wes Bainter 
called the meeting to order.

Those in attendance stood 
and recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Joe Herskowitz came 
to the table.  Herskowitz 
received estimates to repair 
the differential housing unit 
on the 2007 Kenworth T800.  
Estimate from I70 Truck Repair 
was $4,312.70 and from Truck 
Clinic $4,671.08.  Mader made 
a motion to accept the bid from 
Truck Clinic in the amount 
of $4,671.08.  Joe Bainter 
seconded.  Carried 3-0

Herskowitz stated it will be 
about a month before they are 
able to start work on it.

The Board and Herskowitz 
discussed several road 
projects.   An estimate was 
received by JT Grader Service 
LLC for the Angelus Road to 
50S.  This should complete 
the work on that road.  Bid 
is $3,350.00.  Mader made a 
motion to accept the bid from 
JT Grader Service seconded by 
Joe Bainter.  Carried 3-0.  The 
work includes putting ditches 
in, lips cut off, and drainage in 
draws fixed.

Wes Bainter complimented 
Herskowitz on the recycling 

Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of August 8, 2022
The Governing Body of the 

City of Hoxie, Kansas, met in 
regular session on Monday, 
August 8, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
at the City Office.  Present 
were Darrick Zerr, Mayor, Jim 
Erwin, Street Commissioner, 
Kevin Schoendaler, Water 
Commissioner, Janet Bainter, 
City Clerk, Justin Armknecht, 
City Superintendent, and Ken 
Eland, City Attorney.

Guest present was Viktorija 
Briggs with The Sheridan 
Sentinel.

The meeting was called to 
order by Mayor Darrick Zerr at 
7:00 p.m.   

The Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of July 11, 2022, and 
the Minutes of the July 22, 
2022, Special Meeting were 
read and approved on a motion 
made by Commissioner Erwin 
and a second by Commissioner 
Schoendaler.  Motion carried 
3-0

The hearing for the 2023 
Budget was opened by Mayor 
Zerr.  With no input from 
the public, Mayor Zerr made 
a motion to approve the 
2023 Budget as published.  
Schoendaler seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 3-0

Kaci Davignon with Nex-
Tech entered the meeting to 
discuss the franchise fees 
paid by Nex-Tech to the City.  
She requested that the City 
do away with the video or 
telephone franchise fees.  She 
explained that many cities 
were opting out so that the 
savings could be passed on to 
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Kansas Crop 
Production 

Report
Based on September 1 

conditions, Kansas’s 2022 
corn production is forecast at 
628 million bushels, down 16% 
from last year’s production, 
according to the USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics 
Service. Area to be harvested 
for grain, at 5.15 million acres, 
is down 5% from a year ago. 
Yield is forecast at 122 bushels 
per acre, down 17 bushels from 
last year.

Sorghum for grain in Kansas 
is forecast at 140 million 
bushels, down 47% from 2021. 
Area for harvest, at 3.10 million 
acres, is down 9% from last year. 
Yield is forecast at 45 bushels 
per acre, down 33 bushels from 
last year.

Soybean production is 
forecast at 160 million bushels, 
down 16% from last year. Area 
for harvest, at 5.00 million 
acres, is up 4% from 2021. Yield 
is forecast at 32 bushels per 
acre, down 7.5 bushels from last 
year.

Cotton production is 
forecast at 230,000 bales, up 
23% from last year. Acreage for 
harvest, at 152,000 acres, is up 
50,000 acres from 2021. Yield 
is forecast at 726 pounds per 
acre, down 154 pounds per acre 
from a year ago.

WH CR Request Includes
$1.5 Billion

for Agriculture Disaster Aid
The Biden Administration made public its emergency 

funding request to Congress as the latter crafts a CR to fund the 
government into mid-December. In addition to aid to Ukraine and 
further COVID relief funding, the request includes $1.5 billion to 
provide direct payments to farmers and ranchers who have lost 
crops and livestock. In August, Reps. Mike Thompson (D-CA) and 
Dan Newhouse (R-WA) introduced legislation to generally extend 
the current Emergency Relief Program to cover calendar year 2022 
losses. Extending ERP to 2022 has generally met with a favorable 
response from policymakers but key lawmakers prefer to address 
agriculture disaster in the context of an end of the year omnibus 
appropriations bill rather than in the CR and the general reaction 
to the Administration’s request is that $1.5 billion is probably 
insufficient to meet the needs, especially given that $10 billion was 
provided to cover calendar years 2020 and 2021. Some lawmakers 
also view an end of the year approach as a potential opportunity to 
strengthen the farm safety net on a more permanent basis as was 
accomplished in the appropriations bill preceding the 2018 Farm 
Bill where the shortcomings in the safety net for cotton and dairy 
was addressed, making it easier for Congress to pass what would 
otherwise be a flat-budget Farm Bill. Read more from ProFarmer at 
https://bit.ly/3quOteD.

2022 Organic Certification
Cost Share Program

Now Accepting Applications
The Kansas Department of Agriculture has funds available 

for the National Organic Certification Cost Share Program 
(NOCCSP). Through this program, farms, ranches, and businesses 
that produce, process or package certified organic agricultural 
products may be reimbursed for eligible expenses.

The purpose of the NOCCSP is to defray the costs of receiving 
and maintaining organic certification under the National Organic 
Program. For Federal Fiscal Year 2022, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency set the reimbursement amount 
at 50% of the certified organic operation’s eligible expenses, up to 
a maximum of $500 per scope. Scopes include the areas of crops, 
livestock, wild crops, and handling (i.e., processing). This change 
is due to a limited amount of funding available and will allow a 
larger number of certified organic operations to receive assistance.

FSA awards the NOCCSP funds to eligible state agencies 
that serve as administering entities who work directly with 
organic operations to reimburse organic certification costs. The 
current period of qualification for organic operations seeking 
reimbursements is from Oct. 1, 2021, through Sept. 30, 2022. 
Applications are now being accepted through November 1, 2022, or 
until all funds are expended, whichever comes first. Applications 
may be submitted either by mail or email.

It is the mission of KDA to support all facets of agriculture, 
including lending support to those who wish to market and sell 
their products as certified organic. For more information, go to the 
KDA website at agriculture.ks.gov/OrganicCostShare or contact 
KDA economist Tori Laird at AgEconomist@ks.gov or 785-564-
6726.

Kansas Crop 
Progress and 

Condition
For the week ending 

September 11, 2022, there were 
6.6 days suitable for fieldwork, 
according to the USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics 
Service. Topsoil moisture 
supplies rated 50% very short, 
36% short, 14% adequate, and 
0% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
supplies rated 51% very short, 
38% short, 11% adequate, and 
0% surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter 
wheat planted was 3%, equal to 
both last year and the five-year 
average.

Corn condition rated 27% 
very poor, 27% poor, 24% fair, 
20% good, and 2% excellent. 
Corn dough was 95%, near 97% 
both last year and average. 
Dented was 83%, near 87% both 
last year and average. Mature 
was 50%, ahead of 42% last year 
and 44% average. Harvested 
was 21%, ahead of 10% last year 
and 9% average.

Soybean condition rated 23% 
very poor, 26% poor, 26% fair, 
23% good, and 2% excellent.

Soybeans setting pods was 
91%, equal to last year, and near 
94% average. Dropping leaves 
was 27%, ahead of 19% last year 
and 20% average.

Sorghum condition rated 21% 
very poor, 32% poor, 30% fair, 
16% good, and 1% excellent.

Sorghum headed was 92%, 
behind 99% last year and 98% 
average. Coloring was 58%, 
behind 77% last year and 73% 
average. Mature was 11%, 
behind 19% last year, and near 
12% average.

Harvested was 2%, near 1% 
both last year and average.

Cotton condition rated 4% 
very poor, 28% poor, 46% fair, 
22% good, and 0% excellent. 
Cotton bolls opening was 37%, 
near 36% last year, and ahead 
of 25% average.

Pasture and Range Report: 
Pasture and range conditions 
rated 42% very poor, 30% poor, 
20% fair, 8% good, and 0% 
excellent.

Governor Kelly 
Urges EPA to 

Reject Atrazine 
Regulations

Governor Laura Kelly sent 
a letter to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
regarding its recently proposed 
change to the usage and label 
requirements of atrazine, an 
herbicide that helps Kansas 
farmers control weeds that can 
choke out crops.

“I’m standing with Kansas 
farmers in urging the EPA 
to reject overly burdensome 
regulations that jeopardize 
our ag industry’s ability to 
feed families, provide jobs, 
and produce record-setting 
agricultural exports,” said 
Governor Laura Kelly. “These 
new requirements don’t 
improve safety – but they could 
limit crop yields and drive up 
prices at a time when we should 
be doing everything we can to 
fight inflation.”

Atrazine has been an 
important tool for farmers 
of many of Kansas’ valuable 
agriculture products since 
it was first registered as an 
herbicide more than 60 years 
ago. Nearly 7,000 scientific 
studies have established the 
herbicide’s safety.

“Today’s food producers need 
crop protection tools that are 
effective and environmentally 
sound,” Agriculture Secretary 
Mike Beam said. “The use of 
atrazine to control weeds allows 
the crop plant to maximize 
yield potential, optimizing the 
overall production efficiency 
and a decreased need for water 
and fertilizers. The potential 
adoption of a proposed level of 
concern far below the current 
level would significantly impair 
the effective use of atrazine on 
Kansas farms.”

This is yet another way 
Governor Kelly has stood with 
the Kansas Ag community.

• Under the Kelly 
Administration, Kansas 
agricultural exports exceeded 
$5 billion for the first time in 
history.

• This year, Governor 
Kelly fully funded the State 
Water Plan Fund – a multi-
agency effort to protect a 
reliable statewide water supply 
– for the first time in more than 
14 years.

• Governor Kelly was 
one of the only Democratic 
governors in the country to 
call for and support President 
Trump’s United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA) 
to help Kansans capitalize on 
the increased global demand 
for food and agriculture 
products.

• The Kelly 
Administration has led in 
providing essential mental 
health resources to agricultural 
producers through the 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Ag Stress website.

• Governor Kelly cut 
taxes for farmers and ranchers 
impacted by natural disaster, 
making it more affordable for 
them to repair fencing on their 
properties.

Kansas farmers can provide 
their own comments to the 
EPA about the proposed 
modification at https://bit.
ly/3RWlqwo.

Anhydrous Ammonia Applications
By Keith VanSkike, Twin Creeks Extension District, Agronomy 

and Natural Resources
Many producers are getting ready for fall anhydrous application. 

Some producers are applying anhydrous now to fields that will be 
planted to wheat. However very dry soils in many areas of Kansas 
can be a concern. When the soil is dry, will it be able to hold 
anhydrous ammonia or will some or most of the ammonia be lost 
shortly after application?

There are three factors that come into play when applying 
anhydrous ammonia to dry soils.

Chemical - Ammonia (NH3) needs to react with water shortly 
after application in order to

convert into ammonium (NH4+), which is the molecule that 
can adhere to clay and organic matter in the soil. Ammonia is 
very soluble in water. After it is placed in the soil, NH3 reacts 
with water in the soil to form NH4+, which is retained on the soil. 
This process takes a little time – it does not occur immediately 
upon contact with the soil. The main controlling factors in the 
conversion of NH3 to NH4+ are soil temperature, soil moisture, 
and soil pH. The higher the soil temperature and the wetter the 
soil, the more rapid the conversion occurs. If the ammonia does 
not react with water, it will remain as a gas that could escape from 
the soil. Also, equilibrium between NH3 and NH4+ is affected by 
soil pH. More NH3 will remain unconverted in the soil longer at 
higher application rates and at higher soil pH levels.

Physical - Dry soils may be cloddy, with large air spaces where 
the soil has cracked. This can allow the gas to physically escape 
into the air before it has a chance to be converted into ammonium. 
Getting the soil sealed properly above the injection slot can also 
be a problem in dry soils. Loss of the ammonium gas can begin 
immediate after application continuing for several days to weeks 
if there is no moisture. N losses can be greater than 50%.

Application depth - The deeper the ammonia is applied, the 
more likely the ammonia will have moisture to react with, and the 
easier the sealing.

So, can anhydrous ammonia be applied to dry soils?
The answer is yes - as long as the ammonia is applied deep 

enough to get it in some moisture and the soil is well sealed 
above the injection slot. If the soil is dry and cloddy, there may 
be considerable losses of ammonia within just a few days of 
application if the soil is not well sealed above the injection slot 
and/or the injection point is too shallow.

Producers should be able to tell if anhydrous is escaping from 
the soil during application or if the ammonia isn’t being applied 
deeply enough. If ammonia can be smelled, the producer should 
either change the equipment setup to get better sealing or deeper 
injection or wait until the soil has better moisture conditions.

In short, producers can minimize this potential loss problem by 
applying the anhydrous ammonia at the proper depth (at least 6 
to 8 inches in 30- to 40-inch spacings) and using covering disks 
behind the knives or sealing wings (“beaver tails”) on the knives.

KFB’s
End Hunger 

Sporting 
Clays Shoot 
November 2

Grab a team and sign 
up for the inaugural End 
Hunger Sporting Clays Shoot! 
Participants will be able their 
showcase their shooting skills 
for a chance to win great prizes! 
Proceeds will benefit Kansas 
Farm Bureau Foundation’s End 
Hunger campaign. Visit www.
kfb.org/foundationclayshoot 
for more information and to 
sign up. 

Enter the 
Sorghum Yield 
Contest Today
The National Sorghum 

Producers Yield Contest entry 
deadline is approaching. 
Through the contest, sorghum 
farmers have the opportunity 
to showcase their sorghum 
crop and compete with 
growers across the U.S. 
Winners have the opportunity 
to be recognized at the 2023 
Commodity Classic in Orlando, 
Florida. The deadline to enter 
is October 15. Learn more at 
https://bit.ly/3TY2JdH.
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