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Hoxie Teams Score
JH Boys Take 1st ~ JH Birls Take 2nd

Boys Back row: Miranda Scanlon, Brody Brewster, Knox
Washington, Issac Giancola, Hadley Juenemann, Elijah Spill-
man, Kai Scanlon, Corbin Pope, Brett Koster, Jarrod Spillman.
Front: Ethan Baker, Sutton Schwarz, Dillon Mader, Trevyn
Pratt (JH Boys Basketball photo)

Girls Back row: Jodi Rogers, Lexi Heskett, Demi Schippers,
Blayke Mauck, Gabby Schamberger, Emily Haffner, Mallory
Wade, Aubrey Carver, Paiton Rogers. Front Row: Aubree Carv-
er, Tatum Kaiser, Madi Watkins, Sydney Scheetz, Chloe Pope,
Priscilla Meraz, Hayden Beckman, Finley Schippers (JH Girls
Basketball photo)

Holiday Fun for
Sheridan County Long Term Care
Residents

Christmas party fun!

An annual favorite ~ Decorating Gingerbread Hous-
es!

Games and fun with visiting kids!

(SCHC Activities photos)

Bulldogs Named to
All-Tournament Team

Golden Plains Senior Dylan
Wark was named to the
All-Tournament team at the
Sagebrush Tournament in
Brewster on December 13 for
the 2nd year in a row. (Photo
by Dez Wark)

Golden Plains Sophomore
Brenlynn Rath was named to
the All-Tournament team at
the Sagebrush Tournament
on December 13. This was
her first year named to the
all-tournament team. (Photo
by Judy Rogers)

By Jaxson Vasbinder

On Saturday, December 13, Sophomore Brenlynn Rath and Se-
nior Dylan Wark were named to the Sagebrush All-Tournament
team. This is Dylan’s second time being named to the All-Tour-
nament team. He scored 53 points during the tournament with 9
rebounds, 4 assists, and g steals. “It feels good to have recognition
for my hard work,” said Wark.

Brenlynn scored 48 points with 20 rebounds, 4 assists, and 14
steals. This is her first year named to the All-Tournament Team.
“It was a shock to me,” said Rath. “I’'m very proud to be named and
glad to help the team throughout the tournament”.

DSNWK Hosts Annual
Open House

Wednesday, December 31, 2025, the local DSNWK
held their annual open house. The public was invited
to see what all is they have been working on and enjoy
some delicious refreshments. (Sentinel staff photo)

Angelus 4-H Meets

Vice president, Natalie, president, Jude, and secretary,
Addison, prepare to begin the monthly meeting of the Angelus
4-H Club. The members met in the K of C hall in Angelus after
serving a breakfast to the community and honoring the veter-
ans who were present at the meal. (Angelus 4-H photo)

SC Conservation District Awards Scholarships

The Sheridan Co Conservation District awarded scholar-
ships to two Sheridan County graduates. The $1000 scholar-
ships are awarded after their first semester is completed. Ac-
cepting their award is Chelidy Pridey and Sofie Gourley, both
2025 graduates of Hoxie High School. (SCCD photo)

A Singing Career Cut Short

By Don Pickinpaugh

As incoming freshmen, we faced the unique challenge of navi-
gating our new high school environment, and carefully planning
our class schedules was essential. Although we didn’t openly dis-
cuss it among ourselves, there was a shared, unspoken desire to
avoid any junior or senior boy who might humiliate us in class.
To do this, we needed to be mindful of the classes upperclassmen
typically took and choose the less popular ones they were likely to
avoid. This approach worked well for a freshman at the bottom of
the social hierarchy.

One class that particularly caught my attention was choir. It
would have fewer upperclassmen, making this class a more ap-
pealing option. Additionally, I had a fair amount of confidence in
my singing abilities—or at least, I liked to think I did. The idea of
expressing myself through music, without taking any written ex-
ams, offered a comforting escape from the regular classes.

From the very first day of class, it became clear that my initial
prediction had been correct. The bleachers were filled with only
six freshman and sophomore boys. The tenors, including myself,
were situated by three bass singers. Completing the ensemble
were two dozen girls who sang alto and soprano.

The first week of choir was dedicated to acclimating ourselves
to our vocal capabilities and exploring the full range of notes we
could produce. With each warm-up exercise, my confidence bub-
bled. This could be my time, I thought.

By the end of the first week, the atmosphere in the choir grew
more serious. We transitioned from warm-up routines to the exhil-
arating challenge of singing our first songs. Our meticulous choir
director listened intently, his discerning ear poised to catch any
off-key notes, ensuring our voices blended seamlessly. Excitement
spilled out of every participant.

One day, just as the class hour was about to end, we heard a voice
shout, “Stop!” and saw our choir director’s hands raised, palms fac-
ing us. Something was wrong; we could see it in our choir direc-
tor’s eyes. After taking a deep breath, he instructed, “Just the men
sing.” My heart began to race. I had a bad feeling about where this
was going, but I had to go along with it. After finishing a few lines,
we heard the command again: “Stop!” Our choir director twitched
his nose, contemplating the next step. The men stood there, help-
less, waiting for his next command. Then came, “Just the tenors
sing.”

Oh boy, I thought, a rush of panic rushing through me. This was
way too close for comfort. There were just three of us tenors stand-
ing nervously on the stage, and our teacher was honing in on one
of us who was clearly off-key.

With a forced grin stretching across my face, I sang with all the
volume my lungs could muster, desperate to blend in with the other
two tenors. My heart raced faster than I could control as I suddenly
heard another sharp command cut through the music: “Stop!” The
choir director’s intense gaze was fixated on the three of us, and I
could feel the weight of his scrutiny like a heavy blanket. A bead
of sweat poured down from my brow. The room blurred around me,
and I thought I might actually faint right then and there, teetering
on the edge of the stage.

“You two tenors at the end, start singing,” the choir instructed,
his voice steady. Now sweat began to trickle down my forehead as
we began to sing our part. I could feel the tension in the air, and it
wasn’t long before the outcome became clear.

“You come down here!” the choir director exclaimed, pointing
directly at me as if I were in a spotlight. I instinctively pointed to
my buddy, hoping to deflect the blame, but it was no use; I was the
one he had singled out in front of the entire choir. The other sing-
ers adjusted their views to find out who the culprit was.

As I stepped down from the stage, a weight of despair and em-
barrassment settled on my shoulders, and I felt my head droop as
if it were trying to disappear from life itself. My heart raced with
anxiety as I contemplated what punishment awaited me for my
blunder. To my surprise, our choir director, with a warm smile, an-
nounced, “I'm going to have you turn pages for the piano player.”

In that moment, my mind reeled, spinning wildly out of control.
My singing aspirations flickered and dimmed, but at least I wasn’t
being banished from the choir altogether.

I slumped into a chair beside the unassuming young lady at
the piano, her fingers dancing gracefully as she brought the black
and white keys to life. Soon, however, a sense of panic gripped me
again; I realized, with a sinking feeling, that I couldn’t read music
at all and was utterly clueless about when to turn the pages. I felt I
was about to get the spotlight on me again when the pianist caught
my eye and quickly nodded, signaling when it was time for me to
turn the page. This simple gesture saved me from further embar-
rassment.

I had an unsettling revelation that day—I didn’t need the upper-
classmen to embarrass me; [ was more than capable of doing that
all by myself.
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Print-ready ads and content deadline: noon Tuesday
Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.
Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must be
emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in .jpg or .png format.
All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).
Please email articles, news, and photos to:
editor@sheridansentinel.com or bring them by our office at
716 Main Street, Hoxie.
For advertising, send to lori@sheridansentinel.com
We confirm receipt of all emailed submissions within 24-hours.
If you have not received confirmation, or if it is a

\ time-sensitive submission, please call us at 785-675-3321. /

www.sheridansentinel.com

CONTACT YOUR COMMISSIONER

Chairman: Buck Mader ~ mcauto2@outlook.com
Vice-Chair: David Stithem ~ sixds@ruraltel.net
Kyle Emigh ~ ebrosfarms@gmail.com
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Healthy Living in 2026:
A More Balanced Approach

As we move into 2026, the definition of “healthy” is changing
and in a refreshing way.

For years, health advice focused on doing more: stricter diets,
harder workouts, pushing through exhaustion. But more people
are realizing that lasting wellness comes from supporting the
body, not fighting it.

Personalized Wellness Is the New Standard

One of the biggest shifts is personalization. People are moving
away from one-size-fits-all plans and starting to pay attention to
how their own bodies respond to food, movement, stress, and rest.
The focus is shifting from perfection to awareness and sustain-
ability.

Strength Training for Long-Term Health

Strength training is becoming a cornerstone of wellness, espe-
cially for women. Beyond aesthetics, building strength supports
metabolism, bone health, mobility, and confidence as we age. Even
a few sessions a week can make a meaningful difference.

Nutrition Without Extremes

Nutrition conversations are also evolving. Instead of restrictive
diets, the emphasis is on nourishment, balanced meals with pro-
tein, fiber, healthy fats, and proper hydration. Consistency, not per-
fection, is the goal.

Stress and Recovery Matter More Than Ever

Stress management is no longer optional. Quality sleep, gentle
movement, and intentional recovery are being recognized as es-
sential parts of overall health, not luxuries.

Looking Ahead

In 2026, more people are taking a proactive approach to well-
ness, focusing on longevity, education, and supportive care, al-
ways alongside healthy habits and professional guidance.

Healthy living isn’t about extremes.

It’s about building a lifestyle that helps you feel strong, ener-
gized, and supported for years to come.

About the Author

Erica Funk is a certified holistic nutrition coach, personal trainer,
and wellness educator specializing in whole-body wellness for mid-
life and autoimmune women.

Yippie! 2026 Is Here!

A new year has dawned.
Some people are looking for-
ward to 2026 with anticipation,
others with dread, and still oth-
ers see it as just another day
passing on the calendar.

I wish I could tell you what is
going to happen this year. Who
will win the Super Bowl and
the World Series? How will the
mid-term elections turn out,
and will the Ukrainian/Rus-
sian war end? Ask any ques-
tion, about any topic, and how it
will pan out this year, the best
anyone can do is an educated

guess. Even educated guesses can be different. Take the mid-term
elections, for example. Some experts predict that the Democrats
will retake the House and Senate, while others say the Republican
advantage in each chamber will grow. We will have to wait until
the day after the election to see which educated guess was correct.

When it comes to Biblical prophecies, it is not that we don’t know
what will happen, but that we don’t know when things will happen.

Christians have been looking forward to the rapture (when all
the saved who have died since the resurrection of Christ and the
saved alive at the time of the rapture are removed from this earth).
But we have no idea when it will happen. Jesus told us that only
the Heavenly Father knows the timing of the rapture (Mark 13:32).
Every year, I pray that this will be the year. 2026 is no different.

God did give us signs to look for, events that tell us the rapture
is getting closer. These signs occur all the time and have persist-
ed for thousands of years, so how can we tell if they are signs or
just the normal way of things? The Bible compares the signs to a
woman in “travail.” This is a direct reference to a woman in labor.
As time goes on, the pain will become more frequent and more
intense.

We can safely say that the signs of Jesus’ coming again will in-
crease in frequency and intensity. That statement is not a predic-
tion or a prophecy; it is an assurance that what has already been
happening will continue.

The Bible is scattered with signs of the second coming. A brief
mention here, a hint there, a list of things over here. Most of the
signs are recorded in the New Testament, but the Old Testament
is not without signs of Jesus’ second coming.

The biggest of all the signs, the rebirth of Israel, occurred in
1948 and appears to be when the labor pains started. The rebirth
of Israel is mentioned in several Old Testament books, including
Deuteronomy, Isaiah, and Ezekiel, among others.

The most famous list of signs is given by Jesus in Matthew 24:4-
8, “And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no
man deceive you. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am
Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye shall hear of wars and ru-
mours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must
come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are
the beginning of sorrows.”

When it comes to false Christs, it says, “many shall come in my
name”; therefore, this would include those who teach a false brand
of Christianity. A Christianity that does not hold up to the Biblical
standard. This is also referenced in 2 Thessalonians 2:3. There it is
called “a falling away.” A Christianity based on people’s feelings
instead of the Word of God is spreading like wildfire. Just as labor
pains increase in intensity and frequency, so too do false Christs.

Another list, this one not mentioned nearly as much, is found
in 2 Timothy. This list, instead of speaking of events, looks at the
condition of people’s hearts. 2 Timothy 3:1-5, “This know also, that
in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, dis-
obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affec-
tion, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of
those that are good, Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of plea-
sures more than lovers of God: Having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof: from such turn away.”

As the generations pass, it does not take much to see that the
conditions of 2 Timothy are, like the rest of the signs, increasing
just like labor pains do.

One last sign [ would like to mention today is the sign of Noah.
Jesus said, As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in the days
of the coming of the Son of Man. (Matthew 24:37; Luke 17:26). So,
what were the days of Noah like from God’s perspective? Genesis
6:5, “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually.”

Christian, we should never be surprised when things get worse.
In Matthew 24:6 quoted above, Jesus said, That these things must
come to pass.” If we truly believe the rapture is coming soon, we
should understand that the labor pains discussed here and more

Continued on page 7

Loved Beyond Proof
— Living Beyond Doubt

Listen up...

Loving people ain’t
easy — even when
they’re right in front of
you.

You can hug them.
Talk to them. Eat with

them. Still... they can wound you. Fail you. Walk away.

So yeah — loving God?

Trusting Jesus with your whole heart?

That can feel even harder.

Because you don’t see Him sitting across the table.
You don’t hear His voice echo through the room.
You can’t reach out and grab His hand when life hits.

But hear me...

LOVE ain’t limited to what you can see.

Because God’s love?

You feel it when the storm should’ve drowned you — but it

didn’t.

You sense it when the world rejects you — but somehow you

still stand.

You see it when broken roads STILL lead you home.
That ain’t luck. That ain’t chance.

That’s LOVE.
Eternal. Patient. Relentless.

A Father who refuses to give up on His kids.
But here’s the truth we don’t like to admit...

We stopped noticing.

Blinded by screens. Blinded by noise.
Blinded by the next dollar, the next distraction, the next

fake “fx”

The Pharisees had the Word in their hands —

prophecy written plain as day —

and they STILL missed Jesus standing right in front of

them.

Love walked into the room... and religion was too cold to

feel it.

But God never stopped
loving.

Never stopped reach-
ing.

Never stopped calling
His children home.

And that includes YOU.

He knows your mess.
He knows your doubts.

He knows every scar
and every bad chapter.

And He STILL says:

“You are Mine.”

You don’t have to earn it. You don’t have to qualify for it. You

don’t have to look holy enough for it.

You just have to receive it.
So here’s the challenge...

Stop chasing love that leaves. Stop trying to impress a world
that don’t care. Stop pretending God is far away...

When He’s been right beside you the whole time.

Love Him back. Not with fancy words.

Not with perfect living. But with a real heart.

Because when you finally understand His love?

Fear breaks. Shame lifts. Chains fall.

And your soul finally breathes.

“We love because He first loved us.” — 1 John 4:19
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KFB to Honor Tradition, Heritage
on Family Farms

Manhattan — Kansas Farm Bureau (KFB) is continuing in 2026
its recognition for “Sesquicentennial Farms” in conjunction with
its annual “Century Farm” program. The Century Farm program
honors Farm Bureau members who own farms of at least 80 acres
within the same family for 100 years or more. The Sesquicenten-
nial Farm recognition goes to farms in the same family for at least
150 years.

“Kansas farmers and ranchers have a lot to be proud of,” Joe
Newland, Kansas Farm Bureau president, says. “One thing we
take pride in is our value in the traditions and strong family ties
through generations of rural living. Kansas Farm Bureau is hon-
ored to celebrate those through the Century Farm and Sesquicen-
tennial Farms programs.”

The deadline for consideration to be part of the 2026 programs is
May 15. Kansas Farm Bureau has recognized 3,265 Century Farms
and 155 Sesquicentennial Farms since the inception of the honors.

Complete details for qualifications and applications for both
programs can be obtained at county Farm Bureau offices across
Kansas or by visiting, www.kfb.org/centuryfarm, which also in-
cludes lists of past honorees.

Farm Credit of Western Kansas
Seeking Scholarship Applicants

Colby - The Board of Directors of Farm Credit of Western Kan-
sas, ACA is pleased to announce the continuation of the Farm
Credit of Western Kansas, ACA, Mark Winger Scholarship pro-
gram. Farm Credit has $8,000 available to High School Seniors, a
$500 per semester scholarship, which is renewable for up-to four
years of post-secondary education per recipient. Eligible appli-
cants are Northwest Kansas area high school seniors who are the
children or grandchildren of current members of Farm Credit of
Western Kansas, ACA and reside in Cheyenne, Decatur, Gove,
Logan, Rawlins, Sheridan, Sherman, Thomas or Wallace counties.

Applications are available at www.fcwk.com; or from area school
High School counselors; or at the Farm Credit Office located at
1190 S Range in Colby. The deadline for Applications is February
15, 2026 but will be accepted until February 17 due to the Presi-
dent’s Day holiday. For more information or questions, contact Rel-
da Galli at the Farm Credit office in Colby (785-462-6714).

Farm Credit of Western Kansas, ACA is located in Colby, Kan-
sas and can be reached by calling 1-800-657-6048. Farm Credit
makes loans for the purchase or refinance of farm, ranch or agri-
business real estate and facilities as well as loans to finance farm
operations, agribusiness, livestock and equipment. Farm Credit
also has an extensive crop insurance program. The farmers and
ranchers who borrow from Farm Credit own the ACA. Farm Cred-
it of Western Kansas is part of the Farm Credit System, the na-
tion’s leading agricultural lender.

Foreign Adversaries
Prevented from Buying KS Land

Topeka - Kansas Attorney General Kris Kobach today an-
nounced ongoing implementation and public reporting efforts re-
lated to the Kansas Land and Military Installation Protection Act,
which became effective July 1, 2025.

“I pushed this law as soon as I took office as attorney general.
Kansas was vulnerable as the only state in the region with no pro-
tection against the Chinese Communist Party acquiring control of
our land,” Kobach said.

The Act strengthens protections around the state’s military in-
stallations by restricting certain foreign ownership of real prop-
erty near sensitive defense sites. Under the law, foreign princi-
pals tied to “countries of concern”—including China, Russia, Iran,
North Korea, and any other nation designated as an adversarial
foreign entity—are prohibited from acquiring or holding interests
in covered properties located within designated distances of Kan-
sas military facilities.

“The state of Kansas is committed to safeguarding its military
installations and the communities surrounding them,” Attorney
General Kris Kobach said. “This law ensures transparency in prop-
erty ownership and provides tools to prevent adversarial foreign
actors from gaining strategic footholds near key defense assets.”

The Act requires all affected foreign principals who already
hold covered property interests to register their ownership with
the Attorney General’s Office. Failure to comply may result in civil
penalties, including potential forced divestiture.

To ensure robust enforcement, the Attorney General’s Office
has launched an online portal for reporting potential violations or
“non notified transactions” under the Act. Members of the public,
local officials, and industry stakeholders are encouraged to submit
tips if they believe a property acquisition may violate the statute.

The reporting portal, available at https://www.ag.ks.gov/file-a-
complaint/reporting-of-non-notified-transactions, provides defi-

nitions from the Act and allows users to easily file a complaint.
Individuals may also report concerns through designated hotline
numbers listed on the site.

“Our office will thoroughly review every credible report,” Ko-
bach said. “The public plays an
important role in helping us
identify transactions that may
threaten Kansas’s security in-
terests.”

Hoode Veterinary Service, PA
1367 M Hov 23, Hoxe

785-675-3378

Derck Pridey, DVM
Brand: Taul, VM
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State Conservation Commission
Meeting on January 12

Manhattan - The State Conservation Commission will hold
its regular meeting on Monday, January 12, 2026, from 9:00 a.m.
to noon at the Kansas Department of Agriculture office at 1320
Research Park Drive in Manhattan. A virtual option will also be
available.

The SCC consists of five elected commissioners; two appointed
members representing the Kansas State University Agriculture
Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service; and two
appointed members representing the Kansas Department of Agri-
culture and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service.

The KDA Division of Conservation consults with the SCC to
protect and enhance Kansas’ natural resources through the devel-
opment, implementation and maintenance of policies, guidelines
and programs designed to assist local governments and individu-
als in conserving the state’s renewable resources.

The meeting is a regularly scheduled board meeting and is open
to the public. For more information about the meeting, to access
the virtual link, or to request a copy of the agenda, please contact
the KDA-DOC at kda.doc@ks.gov or by phone at 785-564-6620.

Those who require special accommodation must make their
needs known at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.

USDA Standardizes Grant
and Cooperative Agreement
Requirements

Washington, D.C. - U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L.
Rollins signed a Secretary’s Memorandum directing all USDA
agencies and staff offices to immediately adopt and implement the
first-ever set of USDA General Terms and Conditions for all future
awards.

“Since Day One, the Trump Administration has been working
to promote government efﬁciency, streamline unnecessary reg-
ulations, and eliminate waste, fraud, and abuse in all USDA pro-
grams. As we took action to eliminate radical left ideology and
foreign adversaries within these programs, we quickly realized the
herculean task of updating over 100 sets of terms and conditions,
some of which didn’t even have termination clauses, each time a
new policy or priority was announced,” said Secretary Brooke Roll-
ins. “Today’s action not only reduces government bureaucracy and
makes it easier for USDA customers to access our programs, but
it also strengthens our ability to take swift action when recipients
and cooperators—and even recipients of subawards and subcon-
tracts—are not compliant with Federal law and applicable Execu-
tive Orders.”

USDA administers an expansive grant and cooperative agree-
ment portfolio, spanning 21 agencies and staff offices. In FY2025
alone, the Department distributed over $145 billion through 287
programs, resulting in nearly 38,000 new awards to farmers,
ranchers, foresters, families, rural communities, small businesses,
universities, and various other entities. Currently, there are 50,979
active awards across the entire USDA enterprise, underscoring the
critical need for consistent oversight and accountability.

Until now, every agency and staff office implementing these pro-
grams utilized a different version of terms and conditions when
entering into arrangements with recipients and cooperators, re-
sulting in over 2,200 pages of terms and conditions across over
100 different documents. This patchwork approach to award man-
agement at USDA has created unchecked paperwork burdens and
barriers for producers and small businesses seeking financial as-
sistance from USDA and also made it difficult to swiftly implement
new policies and priorities across all programs.

Under this new directive, all USDA grant, cooperative agree-
ment, and mutual interest agreement programs will utilize the
same terms and conditions, and award recipients and cooperators
will only need to navigate 50 or less pages of requirements.

This action is an important step in the implementation of US-
DA’s National Farm Security Action Plan and Executive Order
14332, Improving Oversight of Federal Grantmaking, as well as
various other Executive Orders and Secretary’s Memorandums
that have been signed this year to establish a return to American
principles and align the Department’s focus towards its original
objectives.
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Kansas Crop Progress
and Condition

Manhattan - For the week ending January 4, 2026, topsoil mois-
ture supplies rated 12% very short, 32% short, 52% adequate, and 4%
surplus, according to the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics
Service. Subsoil moisture supplies rated 10% very short, 30% short,
56% adequate, and 4% surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter wheat condition rated 2% very poor,
7% poor, 31% fair, 49% good, and 11% excellent.

The next report will be issued February 3, 2026.

KDA and KSRE Offer
Local Food Producer
Workshop Series

Manhattan - The Kansas Department of Agriculture and
K-State Research and Extension (KSRE) will offer seven regional
Local Food Producer Workshops to assist farmers’ market vendors
and managers, and for those wanting to sell food products directly
to consumers.

Kansas farmers’ markets not only provide a fresh food source
but also stimulate the local economy. In 2025, more than 100 farm-
ers’ markets were registered with KDA’s Central Registration of
Farmers’ Markets.

“We work to equip Kansas farmers’ markets and ag business-
es with the tools they need to succeed,” said Sammy Gleason,
KDA’s From the Land of Kansas manager. “These workshops will
strengthen local businesses by offering current food safety guid-
ance and fresh marketing strategies for direct-to-consumer sales.”

Workshop topics will vary slightly by location. Highlighted top-
ics include:

Marketing

Food safety

Regulations on selling meat, eggs and poultry
Sales tax for vendors

. Kansas Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program

. SNAP/Double Up Food Bucks

KDA’s weights and measures program will also offer free scale
certification at the workshops for attendees.

Dates and locations for the Local Food Producer Workshops are
as follows:

Friday, February 6 — Olathe: K-State Olathe

Saturday, February 7 — Hutchinson: Hutchinson Community
College

Friday, February 20 — Holton: Jackson County Fairgrounds -
NE Heritage Complex

Thursday, February 26 — Dodge City: Ford County Fair Building

Friday, February 27 — Oakley: Buffalo Bill Cultural Center

Friday, March 6 — Parsons: Southeast Research & Extension
Center

Tuesday, March 10 — Beloit: Fort Hays Tech North Central

Registration for the workshops is now open and is $25 per
participant. Registration and more information can be found at
Fromthel.andofKansas.com/FMworkshop, at K-State Research
and Extension, ksre-learn.com/food-producer-workshops, or at lo-
cal extension offices.

For more information, contact Robin Dolby, KDA’s From the Land
of Kansas marketing coordinator, at 785-564-6756 or fromtheland-
ofkansas@ks.gov. The workshops are funded by the Kansas Cen-
ter for Sustainable Agriculture and Alternative Crops, Kansas
Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program, and
sponsored by KSRE and KDA.

KDA is committed to providing an environment that enhances
and encourages economic growth of the agriculture industry and
the Kansas economy. The Kansas Ag Growth Strategy has identi-
fied training for small companies via workshops as a key growth
outcome for the specialty crop sector. The Local Food Producer
Workshops will provide education through partnerships to help
make Kansas farmers, ranchers and agribusinesses more success-
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The Sheridan Sentinel
785-675-3321

300+ AC IRRIGATED, CROPLAND & CREEKBOTTOM

=" LAND AUCTION
DECATUR COUNTY, KANSAS
JAN. 30, 2026 @ 10:30 AM, CST

AUCTION LOCATION:
GATEWAY CIVIC CENTER, OBERLIN, KS

SELLER: LARSON LAND & CATTLE LLC
(e OBERL N | LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS:

TR 1: NE/4 of Sec 25-4-30
0158.75 ac cropland

oAll Wheat to Buyer.
TR 2: E/2E/2 of Sec 10-4-30,
less a tract, PLUS tracts in
11-4-30 & 15-4-30

0118.47 ac cropland &

18.72+ ac grass
eNo growing crops
olmm possession

MINERAL RIGHTS: All
Sellers’s interest to Buyers.
Q IRRIGATION INFO:
Tract 2 includes 2 pivots,

- - wells & pumps. Call for
Follow us on social media  \yater right information.

§imE
CALL DON HAZLETT @ 785-443-1299

ON-LINE & PHONE BIDDING ALSO AVAILABLE.
REGISTER @ www.farmandranchrealty.com

FOR SALE BILL & DRONE VIDEO VISIT

www.farmandranchrealty.com
FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC.
PO BOX 947 « COLBY, KS 67701
(] 800-247-7863
DONALD L. HAZLETT, Broker/Auctioneer

“When you list with Farm & Ranch, it’s as good as SOLD!” [E]


https://www.ag.ks.gov/file-a-complaint/reporting-of-non-notified-transactions
https://www.ag.ks.gov/file-a-complaint/reporting-of-non-notified-transactions
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WORD AD RATES
$4.25 - first 20 words
$0.15 - per word after

DISPLAY AD RATES
$6 per column inch
Deadline Noon Tuesday.

CLASSIFIEDS

Septic Tank Pumping
&

Installation

LARRY’S
PLUMBING
785-462-3458

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: Hoxie
Feedyard & PSI are always
interested in visiting with
good people about a good job.
We offer competitive pay and
great benefits. Please call Scott
Foote 785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---

FOR SALE
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Super Crosswornd

Ad Rates
$6/week (billed monthly)

785-675-3321

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc. OA‘ K

FAMILY DENTISTRY

“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard
Owners

785-675-3991
HEIM BODY SHOP

Expert Body Repair &
Paint
Windshield Repair &
Replacement
Vehicle Accessories &
Installation
Thunderstruck Grille

Guards
Spray-in-Bed Liners

785-675-2182

418 Hudson Ave Oakley, KS
785-672-3101

PROFESSIONAL

LEY

Dr. Brandon Maurath & Dr. Richard Loftus
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Most Insurances Accepted

*SEPTIC PUMPING*

Elliott’s
Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240

Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer
724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531
Fax: 785-675-3220
Ipratt@ruraltel.net

YOUR AD HERE
785-675-3321

716 Main St, Hoxie )
R New Construction
XL Remodeling
Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527

Hoxie, Kansas

SERVICES

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Medical Arts Building
501 Garfield
Quinter, KS 67752

785 .754 . 2441

Hours

Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Ask About

multi-week discounts

785-67

5-3321

KENOXIE E.REE IVES
MUSEUM

85653521

FETRHE T BT T
T e Sirwal, PO Bisx T2, Heww, K3 51740

FOR SALE: Crooked
Creek Angus Registered
2-year-old bulls located in St.
Francis, 785-332-6206, www.
crooketcreekangus.com.

---7/TFN---

FOR SALE: Sheridan
County Area on Aging is
accepting sealed bids for a
2000 Chevy Express, 11/12
passenger van with 58,000+
miles. Bids must be submitted
in writing to Stephanie
Schippers, 941 4th St, Hoxie, KS
67740, no later than January 1,
2026.

---13/16---

Kansas Press
Association

For Sale

Place your 25-word classified
in the Kansas Press Associa-
tion and 135 more newspapers
for only $300/ week. Find em-
ployees, sell your home or your
car. Call the Kansas Press As-
sociation @ 785-271-5304 today!

Miscellaneous

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash offer:
1-913-365-1969

Attention: VIAGRA and

CIALIS USERS! A cheaper
alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-833-641-6607

We Buy Vintage QGuitars!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite, Rick-
enbacker, Prairie State, D’An-
gelico, Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. These
brands only! Call for a quote:
1-833-641-6990

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega,
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and

Speedmaster. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-4573.

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans find work
or start their own business.
Call 24/7: 1-833-485-0154.

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military Dis-
counts available. Call: 1-833-
752-0092

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A re-
cent study shows that a majori-
ty of people struggle to pay for
health coverage. Let us show
you how much you can save.

Call Now for a no-obligation
quote: 1-833-928-5491 You will
need to have your zip code to
connect to the right provider.

INJURED IN AN ACCI-
DENT? Don’t Accept the in-
surance company’s first offer.
Many injured parties are enti-
tled to cash settlements in the
$10,000’s. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really
worth. 100% Free Evaluation.
Call Now: 1-833-770-0339

AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a local
expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast,
free estimate. Financing avail-
able. Call 1-833-889-4107 Have
zip code of property ready
when calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEAN-
UP & RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to ma-
jor damage in your home. Our
trusted professionals do com-
plete repairs to protect your
family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-833-879-1451 Have
zip code of service location
ready when you call!

NEED NEW WINDOWS?
Drafty rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames? Need out-
side noise reduction? New, en-
ergy efficient windows may be
the answer! Call for a consulta-
tion & FREE quote today. 1-833-
880-0052 You will need to have
your zip code to connect to the
right provider.

| PuBric NOTICES |

Commission
Minutes

12/29/25

Now on this 29th day of
December 2025, the Board
of Commissioners, Sheridan
County, Kansas, met in regular
session with Chairman Mike
“Buck” Mader presiding. Oth-
er members present were Da-
vid Stithem and County Clerk,
Heather Bracht.

At 8:00 a.m. Mader called the
meeting to order.

Those in attendance stood
and recited the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Joe Herskowitz, Road &
Bridge Supervisor, and O’Neill
Smith, Noxious Weed Director,
came to the table. Herskow-
itz advised the Board the gear
shifter inside one of the pick-
ups fell apart. There is no war-
ranty. It will go to Tubbs in Col-
by for repair.

Herskowitz reported on a
road that work had been com-
pleted on.

They will try to get tubes in
on 10E.

A bid was received from
Meyer Seeding & Fencing for
Sheridan Ave. and 10W. To
seed with no mulch - $4,877.45.
To seed with mulch - $7,561.33.
Stithem made a motion to ap-
prove seeding with mulch at
a cost of $7,561.33. Mader sec-
onded. Carried 2-0. This will be
paid out of the Special High-
way fund.

Smith advised the Board
he has treated two residences
for prairie dogs. Seven notic-
es have been sent out, and the
individuals have 15 days to get
back with him.

At 8:11, Stithem made a mo-
tion to enter into executive ses-
sion for a period of 10 minutes
for the discussion of non-elect-
ed personnel. Mader seconded.
Carried 2-0. Present were the
Board, Bracht, and Herskowitz.
The door opened at 8:21.

The Board discussed roads
and personnel.

At 8:22, Mader made a motion
to enter into executive session
for a period of 10 minutes for
the discussion of non-elected
personnel. Stithem seconded.
Carried 2-0. Present were the
Board, Bracht and Herskow-
itz. The door opened at 8:31.
Stithem made a motion to re-
scind Resolution No. 26-03 as it
pertains to Road & Bridge wag-
es. Mader seconded. Carried
2-0. The Board and Herskow-
itz discussed wages again and
made some corrections. Mader
made a motion to approve Res-
olution No. 26-03 pertaining to
Road & Bridge wages. Stithem
seconded. Carried 2-0

At 8:33 Mader made a motion
to enter into executive session
for a period of 10 minutes for
the discussion of non-elected
personnel. Stithem second-
ed. Carried 2-0. Present were
the Board & Bracht. The door
opened at 8:43.

There was a brief discussion
about Sheridan Lake. Stithem
made a motion to approve Res-
olution No 26-31 pertaining to
payroll dates, warrant dates,
commissioner meeting, and
holidays, and Resolution No
26-2 pertaining to courthouse
wages. Mader seconded the
motion. Carried 2-0

Mader made a motion, sec-
onded by Stithem, to approve
Resolution No 25-27 which es-
tablishes a multi-year capital
improvement fund. Carried 2-0

Stithem made a motion to
approve the various treasurer
abatements for the year 2025.
Mader seconded the motion.
Carried 2-0

The December 16, 2025 Min-
utes were approved as amend-
ed on a motion by Mader and
second from Stithem. Carried
2-0

After discussion of various
warrants Mader made a motion
to approve the December 29,
2025 Warrants as presented.
Stithem seconded the motion.
Carried 2-0

Stithem made a motion to
approve the December 19, 2025
and December 29, 2025 Payroll
as presented. Mader seconded
the motion. Carried 2-0

The following Warrants and
Payroll were approved and
signed by the Board:

General $296,795.19

Road & Bridge $87,822.18

Noxious Weed $4,538.98

Public Transp $2,446.36

MV $8,941.19

Landfill $4,691.78

Spec Hwy $27,000.00

Spec Tech $2,980.00

E911 $1,047.05

At 10:03 with no further busi-
ness, Stithem made a motion
to adjourn. Mader seconded.
Carried 2-0. The next regular
meeting will be Tuesday, Janu-
ary 6, 2026, at 8:00 a.m. in the
commissioner’s room.

Attest:  Heather  Bracht,
County Clerk, Mike “Buck”
Mader, Chairman

OBITUARY

Don Emerick
August 28,1926 ~ December 30, 2025

Donald Galen Emerick,
99, of Hoxie, Kansas, died

December 30, 2025, at Am-
berMed Long Term Care in
Hoxie.

Don was born August 28,
1926, on a farm near Ham-
burg, IL, to George Louis
and Louise Marie (Heil)
Emerick. In 1944, Don grad-
uated from Griggsville High
School, Griggsville, IL.
World War Il was raging and

knowing he would be drafted, Don enlisted in the US Army
and was sent to the island of Luzon in the Philippines where
he became a driver for an amphibious truck (DUKW) com-
pany. When the war ended in 1945, he was assigned to the
American Occupation Forces in Japan until December 1946.

In the spring of 1947, Don came to Kansas to work in the
wheat harvest. In Quinter, he met Dolores Roberta Sanders
and after a two-year courtship, they married on September 19,
1949, at Sacred Heart Church, Park. To their union were born
four children: Diana Jane, David Lee, Darlene, and Douglas
Shane.

After attending Stevens Automotive School in Kansas
City, MO, Don began a career as an automotive mechanic.
In 1963, Don opened his own business, Don’s Alinement, in
Hoxie, which he owned and operated until 1989 when he sold
his business to his son, Dave. In the 1970s, Don also started
Emerick Motorhome Service.

He was an avid hunter and fisherman. Ducks, geese, pheas-
ants, elk, deer, mountain lions, turkey - he hunted them all!
His successful raccoon hunting led to him being nicknamed
“Coonie,” and his passion was Walleye fishing. Don continued
hunting and fishing through his 97th year.

Don and Dolores traveled all over the United States and
Mexico in their motorhome. From the Florida Keys to Niagara
Falls to Disneyland in California, they enjoyed the RV life.

After Dolores passed away in 2015, Don enjoyed the com-
panionship of a special friend, Myrna Prewett of Beloit, KS.

He entered the Amber Med Long Term Care in Hoxie, KS
in September 2025, and resided there at the time of his death.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Dolores; his parents;
his brother Roger Emerick, and his sister Joyce Emerick Maf-
fin.

Don is survived by his four children: Diana Emerick, Col-
by, KS; David (Joanne) Emerick, Hoxie, KS; Darlene Emerick,
Bailey, CO, and Doug (Stacy) Emerick, Plainville, KS; and two
grandchildren: Tanner Emerick, Mt. Hope, KS; Jasmine Emer-
ick, Fort Collins, CO.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held January 3, 2026, at the
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church in Hoxie. Visitation was
held at the Mickey-Leopold Funeral Home, January 2, 2026,
with family receiving friends. The Vigil and Rosary Service
immediately followed.

Memorial are suggested to the St. Frances Cabrini Ceme-
tery, Sheridan County Benefit Walk, or Masses. Memorials
may be sent in care of Mickey-Leopold Funeral Home, PO Box

\987, Hoxie, Kansas 67740.

Preacher’s Point

Continued from page 2
will only increase in intensity and frequency. In other words,
things will get worse.

Some of you may be thinking, “Well, Preacher, that’s not very
optimistic.” Sorry, but it is the most optimistic a person can get.
Because, at the end of the tunnel, there is the light of the world. 1
Thessalonians 4:16-18, “For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”

Preacher Johnson is Pastor of Countryside Baptist Church in
Parke County Indiana. Website: www.preachers-point.com; Email:
preacherspoint@gmail.com; Mail: 25 W 1200 N; Kingman IN 47952.
Facebook: https:/www.facebook.com/Timothy-Preacher-John-
s0n-101171088326638. All Scripture KJV.
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HIRSCH LAW OFFICE
Steven W. Hirsch
Michael Abbot
Noah Hahs
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821 Main Street Hardware 945 Main 5t. * PO Box 198
Hoxie, KS 67740 BUMPER Hoxie, K5 67740
785-675-3762 SUMPER

785-675-3274

Mapes & Miller LLP

“You Crop Insurance Headquarters”

Steven A. Watkins, MBA Toll Free: 1-800-232-3239
Crop Insurance Specialist Office: 785-675-3239
901 Trail Ave. Fax: 785-675-3230
PO Box 840 Cell: 785-675-1017

Hoxie, KS 67740 Nights & Weekends: 785-675-9966

E-mail: watkinscroptax@yahoo.com

Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

Income Tax Preparation
Tax Projections
Farm & Business Planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA

Eland Title

Company

PO Box 565
Hoxie, KS 67740

www.watkinscropinsurance.com

Stephanie M. Heier, CPA

eland@ruraltel.net
CALLTOLL FREE 785-675-3217
TODAY
230 Main Street
PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752
www.mmcpas.net
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Graphics & Design
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For Custom Quotes:
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For Windows,

o Vehicles Any Size!
ur new
RQur Roland Printer ngh quallty
Printer will print up to s s
will prine S0 wide! images on vinyl!
50” wide!

For Windows, Vehicles,
Magnets any!
High quality images on vinyl!

Vinyl Decals

Indoor/Outdoor
Grommets also
available

Copiesup to 11x17”

Office Supplies Temporary/Permanent
Stop in or Call us Today! Indoor/Outdoor
Print any quantity
business fliers! Banners
Temporary/Permanent Indoor/Outdoor
Indoor/Outdoor

Grommets Available

Business Cards

Copies - up to
117x17”

A _ Magnets
Office Supplies
Stop in
or Call us
Today!
Envelopes, Forms
Posters

Flyers & More

Decorated Apparel

Embroidery & Heat Press
Caps, Shirts, Totes
& more




