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Main
Street Arts

Counecil
Offers
Summer
2024
Internships
Positions

Hoxie - The Main Street

Arts Council (MSAC), Hoxie,

is pleased to offer a total of 12

student internship positions to

assist with the facilitation of its

annual Main Street Summer Theater Festival held throughout the
northwest Kansas region.

Funding for the positions is made possible through acceptance
into the Nex-Generation Round Up for Youth Summer Internship
Program.

This summer, the theater festival will include the full-scale youth
musical productions of the following productions and locations
(subject to change):

“Annie Jr” - June 28 at 7 p.m. (MT), June 29 at 3 p.m. (MT)
- Goodland
“Aladdin Jr” - July 6 at 7 p.m., July 7 at 3 p.m. - Atwood
“Shrek Jr” - July 13 at 3 p.m., July 14 at 7 p.m. - Quinter
“Willy Wonka Jr” - July 12 at 7 p.m., July 14 at 3 p.m. - Hoxie
“Honk Jr” - July 19 at 7 p.m., July 20 at 3 p.m. - Colby

“Alice in Wonderland Jr” - August 2 at 3 p.m., August 3 at
3 p.m. - Oakley

Participation in the theater festival productions is free to all area
youth ages 5 to 18 years and made possible from the generosity
of area grant funders, business and individual sponsors, and
fundraising efforts of the casts via the post-performance Bake
Sales.

Full festival details will be posted and updated online at www.
mainstreetartscouncil.com/msstf2024 this spring.

The arts council is looking for fun, creative, and hard-working
candidates to fill the internship positions. Two interns per show
will be assigned to a primary show location to assist on the ground
with all aspects of the production. While each intern will be
dedicated to one particular show location, they will be required
to work the entirety of the internship program (May 30 through
August 9, 2024), assisting with all six shows throughout the
festival region.

To be eligible, students must be in college or high school
(age 16+) and must be from or attending school in the following
Northwest/North Central Kansas counties: Barton, Cheyenne,
Cloud, Decatur, Ellis, Ellsworth, Gove, Graham, Jewell, Lincoln,
Logan, Mitchell, Norton, Osborne, Ottawa, Phillips, Rawlins,
Republic, Rooks, Rush, Russell, Saline, Sheridan, Sherman, Smith,
Thomas, Trego, and Wallace.

The base wage for each internship is $12.00 per hour.

The interns will assist the festival staff in the preparation and
rehearsing of full-scale youth musical productions. The interns
will learn all the ins and outs of putting on a production and
gain valuable hands-on experience throughout the process. They
will assist with show design, direction, fundraising, running
rehearsals, building sets/props, costuming, lights/sound, ticket
sales, marketing and more.

A valid driver’s license is preferred as travel throughout
northwest Kansas will be required; accommodation will be made
to assist those without a driver’s license as needed.

Applicants must apply online at https://connectnwk.org/
nexgen/ by March 1, 2024. Qualified candidates will be contacted
to conduct an interview.

For more information and to get involved, visit www.
mainstreetartscouncil.com or contact Executive Director Karl
Pratt at mainstreetartscouncil@gmail.com.

About the Main Street Arts Council

The Main Street Arts Council is an organization dedicated
to promoting the arts, encouraging creativity, serving the arts
community, and acting as an advocate for the arts. We strive
to be a model organization for the Northwest Kansas region by
ensuring access to the arts for all ages, encouraging a community
passion for the arts and successfully supporting, partnering, and
collaborating with others committed to the arts. Learn more at
https://mainstreetartscouncil.com.

About Nex-Generational Round Up for Youth

Our mission is to educate northwest and north central Kansas
students about local career opportunities by providing and
supporting programs in career development, entrepreneurship, and
internship. Through these efforts, we hope to foster a positive sense
of community and encourage youth to remain or return home to
prosper. Learn more at https.//www.nex-generation.org/.

HHS 2024
Snoball Candidates

Bell and Watkins
Both Earn
100th Win

The Hoxie High School 2024 Snoball crowning will be held at
halftime of the varsity boys’ basketball game against Trego on
Tuesday, February 6. Senior candidates for king (back row, 1-r)
are Levi Gleason, Kane Epp, and Ivan Kaus. Senior candidates
for queen are (front row, l-r) Mireya Villa, Josey Kennedy, and
Ella Zerr. (HHS photo)

WHS Snowball King and
Queen Crowned

During the halftime of the boys game the Snowball crowning
was held. Every boy and girl from each class got to vote for
two candidates for their class. This year’s candidates were
fr. Chase Ramsey and Neveah Price, so. Luke Zerr and Brielle
Hanna, jr. Treyton Barnett and Lehanie Swanepoel, and sr.
Jordan Perez and Marsha McDonald. Winning the crowning
was sr. Jordan Perez and Marsha McDonald. STUCO president
Jordyn Backman and STUCO public relations officer Maddison
Zerr handed out the crown to Marsha McDonald and Jordan
Perez received a signed basketball and beef jerky. The dance
was held on Saturday in the evening.

GPMS Top Spellers!

Top Spellers! Golden Plains Middle School held their school
spelling bee on Tuesday, January 30. Eighth grader Ben
Masoner, (1-r) was the school champion for the second year in
arow. He correctly spelled “innards” to win the bee. Runner
up was Adilyn Meier, and third place went to Elizabeth Weiner
after numerous rounds. The top three will compete at the
Thomas County Spelling Bee in Brewster on February 20.
Brandon Karnes will serve as alternate. (photo by Judy Rogers)

Auditions Set for Wizard of Oz

Auditions for the Colby Community College Music Department’s performance of “The Wizard of Oz” will be held from 3:30 to 5 p.m.
on Tuesday, Feb. 13, and Thursday, Feb. 15, in the music wing of the Cultural Arts Center.
Children are welcome to portray munchkins and flying monkeys. Adults are invited to audition for performance roles and to help in

other capacities.

Auditions will be done as individuals arrive. No preparation is needed.
The shows are scheduled for 7 p.m. on Friday, April 19, and 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 20, in the Frahm Theatre.
Questions can be directed to Randy Berls at randy.berls@colbycc.edu.

Juniors Sam Watkins and Duncan Bell both earned their
100th win this past Friday at the MCL tournament. (HHS
Wrestling photo)

Ochs Signs with
McKendree University

HHS student Carson Ochs committed to McKendree
University to continue his academic and athletic career in the
Bearcat wrestling program. The signing took place on January
31 at Hoxie High School with representatives from McKendree
and the HHS wrestling team present. Coach Mike Porsch (left)
said, “I’m proud of all the work that Carson has done to get
himself to this point and excited to see what he can do at the
next level!” (Chloe Porsch, HHS News)

Bates to Present
“Children of the Promised Land”
at Prairie Museum

The Prairie Museum of Art and History in Colby will host
renowned historian Angela Bates as its next Food for Thought
lunchtime speaker, at 12:00 p.m. Thursday, February 15. Ms. Bates
is the Executive Director and past President of the Nicodemus
Historical Society. Her presentation is called “Children of the
Promised Land.” Ms. Bates’ appearance at the Prairie Museum is
made possible by Humanities Kansas and is sponsored by S&T
Communications. Pre-register here: www.prairiemuseum.org/
food-for-thought.
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/ Submission Guidelines
Print-ready ads and content deadline: noon Tuesday
Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.
Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must be
emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in jpg or .png
format. All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).
Please email articles, news, and photos to:
editor@sheridansentinel.com
or bring them by our office at
716 Main Street, Hoxie.
We confirm receipt of all emailed submissions within 24-hours.
If you have not received confirmation, or if it is a

\ time-sensitive submission, please call us at 785-675-3321. /

sheridansentinel.com
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Golden Plains calendar for the upcoming week: February 8 -
Junior High Basketball, WKLL at the Event Center in Colby. A
Boys vs Weskan, A Girls vs Triplains/Brewster and B Boys vs
Triplains/Brewster. February 9 - “Black Out Day” dress in black to
support the teams. Freshman Bake Sale. High School Basketball
with Wheatland/Grinnell. Senior Night. February 10-High School
scholar Bowl at State. ACT Test date. High School Forensics at
Northern Valley. Junior High Basketball, WKLL B Boysvs TBD (to
be determined). Junior High A Girls vs TBD, Junior High A Boys
vs TBD, Junior High B Girls vs TBD. February 12 - NO SCHOOL
parent teacher conferences. February 13 - Wear red for Valentine’s
Day. High School Forensics at Ellis. High School Basketball vs
Rawlins County in Rexford. Sweetheart Crowning. February 14
- FFA Ag Mechanics/Spring Meet. Junior High Scholars Bowl.

The Monday Afternoon coffee meets at 2:00pm at the
Community Center. They celebrated Shirley Emigh’s Birthday.
Those attending include Helen Carman, Shirley Emigh, Mary
Goalden, Sandy Koerperich, Elaine Koerperich, Marsha Rogers,
and Carlene Bruggeman.

2024 Girl Scout Cookie Season
Begins February 9

Consumers in the Girl Scouts of Kansas Heartland area can
support local girl entrepreneurs by ordering from the iconic cookie
lineup starting February 9.

Kansas - On February 9, Girl Scouts of Kansas Heartland kicks
off the 2024 Girl Scout Cookie season, the annual event in which
Girl Scouts unbox their futures as young female entrepreneurs
through the world’s largest entrepreneurial program for girls.

To find a cookie booth, customers can enter their zip code into
the Girl Scout Cookie Finder. This allows customers to find a time
and location for a cookie booth near them. This year, the iconic
lineup features Thin Mints®, Caramel delites®, Peanut Butter
Patties®, Peanut Butter Sandwiches, Trefoils (previously known
as Shortbreads), Lemonades®, Toast-yay!™, the returning brownie-
inspired AdventurefulsTM and the gluten-free Caramel Chocolate
Chip. Cookies are still $5 per package and all of the proceeds after
paying the baker stay in Kansas to support our local Girl Scouts.

During this highly anticipated time of the year, girls flex their
entrepreneurial muscles and acquire important life skills like goal
setting, decision making, money management, people skills and
business ethics.

This year’s theme, Unbox the Future, aims to remove social
barriers that often keep girls boxed in. When bold, goal-getting
Girl Scouts sell a package of cookies, they’re doing much more
than what’s seen at face value. Girl Scouts are entrepreneurial
powerhouses creating a more equitable future for themselves
and the world. Every box of cookies sold provides invaluable
experiences for Girl Scouts such as service projects, troop travel
and summer camp.

Online Ordering Available Nationwide

GSUSA is making it possible for all consumers nationwide who
don’t already know a Girl Scout to purchase Girl Scout Cookies
online for shipmenttotheirdoor. Beginning February 16, customers
can enter their zip code into the Girl Scout Cookie Finder to ind a
local troop to purchase from through the Digital Cookie platform
for direct shipment or donation to local organizations.

Share Something Sweet with Kansans

Since the Care & Share program began in 2010, customers have
donated more than 180,000 packages of cookies to members of
the military and local charities. In 2023 alone, more than 11,000
packages were distributed to members of the Kansas community.
Girl Scouts of Kansas Heartland gives cookie customers the option
of sharing the sweet treats with those in the healthcare industry,
service men and women, their families and local charities like the
Kansas Food Bank. Customers can simply purchase a package of
cookies to donate, and Girl Scouts of Kansas Heartland handles
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Upcoming Beginner-Friendly
Painting Class

Logan - The Hansen Museum Continuing Education Program
is pleased to welcome certified Bob Ross instructor Amber May
of Aurora, CO, to teach two Joy of Painting classes on February
17 and 18. On Saturday, February 17, the class will paint “Western
Expanse,” and on Sunday, February 18, “Mountains at Sunrise.”
Classes are held in the Hansen Museum Community Room, 110
W. Main Street, Logan, from 9am to 3pm with an hour-long lunch
break each day.

The Bob Ross method is designed to be a fun and simple way
to paint. Beginner friendly, participants will be guided step-by-
step to complete a painting each day just like Bob did on TV. All
painting supplies are provided, and no previous experience is
necessary. Students need only bring a roll of paper towels. Young
and old alike (13 and older) will enjoy the camaraderie of these
classes.

Call the Museum to register or find the registration form on
our website (hansenmuseum.org) under Classes & Workshops.
Discounts are available for Patron and Sustaining Hansen Museum
Members. This enjoyable learning opportunity is brought to you
through the Hansen Museum Continuing Education Program,
underwritten by the Dane G. Hansen Foundation. For more
information, please call 785-689-4846.

The Museum is open weekdays 9-12 and 1-4; Saturdays 9-12 & 1-5;
Sundays and holidays 1-5. We are closed Thanksgiving, Christmas,
and New Year’s Day. The Museum is handicap-accessible and
thanks to the generosity of the Dane G. Hansen Foundation, there
is never an admission fee.

the rest.

Girl Scoutsingrades K-12 canstart theirjourneytofun,friendship
and new experiences by joining the world’s largest entrepreneurial
organization for girls at any point in the year. Girls can join and
adults can become a volunteer at www.kansasgirlscouts.org/join.

About Girl Scouts of Kansas Heartland

Girl Scouts of Kansas Heartland serves more than 10,000
members in 80 Kansas counties through its operational
headquarters in Wichita, Kan., and regional offices in Salina,
Hays, Emporia and Garden City. Founded in 1912, Girl Scouts is
the leading authority on girls’ healthy development and is the
pre-eminent leadership development organization for girls. Girl
Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence and character who
make the world a better place.

Thank You!

‘Mo would Like to thank the many
friends and family members wio
expressed birthday wishes for her
90th blrthdag!

Thank yow all, and God Bless!”
Marjorie Haller Grimum
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Monday: Fish Sticks, Rice, Corn, Strawberries

Tuesday: Beef & Noodles, Mashed Potatoes, Spinach Salad,
Bread, Tropical Fruit

Wednesday: Tator Tot Casserole, Brussel Sprouts, Bread,
Gelatin w/ fruit

Thursday: Smothered Steak, Mashed Potatoes, Italian
Blend Vegetables, Bread, Pineapple Upside-Down Cake

Friday: Cooks Choice

Dear Editor,

I write in response to Roger Marshall’s letter of recent date in
the Sheridan Sentinel. I should like to shed some light on Roger
Marshall and his friends’ arguments and methods used to reach
their goal.

All of us recall Ms. Barbara Bollier letting us know about Roger
Marshall during the last election. Ms. Bollier’s television ad said
that Roger Marshall had cut funding for school children.

Obviously, Roger Marshall didn’t say anything directly about
cutting more funding for more children in his letter to your paper.
I, for one, read between the lines of his specious argument, saw the
light and it was thus:

Apparently Roger Marshall does not care about homeless
transgendered children. Roger Marshall seeks to have these
homeless children deny their very identities in order to have
homes.

I disagree with Roger Marshall and his friends as to their less
than humane goal, specious arguments, and the seemingly cruel
methods they have proposed all of us should agree to.

All children deserve homes. They should not have to pretend to
be anyone other than themselves in order to have homes. Placing
such a burden on mere children is an immodest proposal at best.

All of us need to contact Roger Marshall and let him know all
children in the United States of America deserve family homes.
No conditions.

I hope your readers will agree.

Respectfully yours,

William J. Sullivan

Native Kansan and Proud American

Welcome a Lifelong Friend -
Open Your Home to a
Foreign Exchange Student

World Heritage International Student Exchange Program (WH),
a Non-Profit, Public Benefit Organization, is seeking local families
to host foreign exchange students this coming school year. World
Heritage students come from a variety of countries worldwide: Italy,
Denmark, Spain, France, Germany, Ukraine, Japan, Australia, to
name just a few. They are between the ages of 15 and 18 years, and
they are enthusiastic and excited to experience American culture,
family life, school, sports. etc. They also love to share their own
culture and language with their host families, who welcome the
students into their home, not as a guest, but as a family member,
giving everyone involved a rich cultural experience. Host families
may be single parents, couples, and single persons.

The exchange students have pocket money for personal
expenses and full health, accident, and liability insurance. World
Heritage students are carefully selected based upon academics
and personality, and host families choose their student from
different backgrounds, countries, and personal interests.

World Heritage also offers qualified American students the
opportunity to learn another language and culture by spending a
school year, semester, or a summer with a host family in another
country.

If interested in hosting an exchange student or becoming an
exchange student abroad, please call Debra at 1-800-888-9040, visit
www.world-heritage.org or send an email to info@world-heritage.
org to request more information or start the application process.
Students are eager to learn about their American host family, so
begin the process of welcoming your new son or daughter today.
The memories and the relationship you create with your exchange
student will stay with you forever.

Contact: Debra Garbon, World Heritage Program Director, at
1-800-888-9040 or send an email to info@world-heritage.org.

K-State 105 is KSU’s Call for
Economic Growth & Advancement
Solution

By Gimmie Jo Jansonius, M.S., K-State Research and Extension,
Twin Creeks Extension Director, Community Vitality Agent

Some of you have maybe started to hear the buzz around K-State
105 and wondered just what is going on in the Twin Creeks District.
In my last article for the holidays, I shared about a community
event inviting everyone out to learn about K-State 105. I wanted
to share a little more about that initiative and invite you to engage
locally as this is a great way to bring university resources to our
communities to make them vibrant, more prosperous places to call
home.

If you'll remember from my last article, K-State was the first
Land Grant University in the country. It is a university built on
engagement that has always been in every Kansas county. As
a next-generation land-grant university, were now embracing
innovative ways to serve and connect with the people who call the
Sunflower State home. Thisis where I get so incredibly excited asan
extension director because we get to play a bigger role in the Land
Grant Mission of providing access, opportunity, and affordability
locally by leveraging not some but now ALL of the resources that
K-State has to offer back home here in our communities. As K-State
faculty, we get to start connecting the dots. We get to do what we
do best and that is bringing people and partners together. We
call it K-State 105. I call it doing good things for the Twin Creeks
District and the great state of Kansas so we can in turn do good
things in our world.

K-State 105 is Kansas State University’s answer to the call for
a comprehensive economic growth and advancement solution
for Kansas. The initiative leverages the state-wide K-State
Research and Extension network to deliver the full breadth of the
university’s collective knowledge and solution-driven innovation
to every Kansan, right where they live and work. Why K-State
Research and Extension you might ask? Think about it, what is
a common thread in all 105 counties across the state of Kansas?
A local extension agent with expertise and connections back to
Kansas State University’s latest research and information with
the ability to get all of that back into the field and the hands of
the people!! K-State 105 is essentially forging the connections
and partnerships that create access to additional expertise within
other state institutions and agencies, non-profits and corporations
— all part of an effort to build additional capacities and strengths
in each of the 105 counties in the state.

We have been doing work of this nature for years in the Twin
Creeks District, but I am incredibly excited to see our work
elevated to a level that truly allows us to embrace EVERYTHING
the university has to offer at the main campus and bring it right to
our local communities. While I'm not yet at liberty to share specific
K-State 105 programs that will be rolled out in our district just
yet, that will happen in future articles, I would like to note a neat
example of recent work where we are starting to elevate extension
and have a heavier focus on bringing the university to the people.
The Radon Awareness program, made possible through K-State
and the Norton and Sheridan County Community Foundations,
kicked off with a continuing education seminar for realtors and
public program for community members in late January. It will run
for the next year and provide ongoing education about the dangers
of Radon as well as test kits for the community and resources for
mitigation should it be necessary.

Moving forward, the Twin Creeks District faculty and board
of directors is not only excited about elevating K-State Research
and Extension through initiatives like K-State 105, but we want to
hear from you and learn what is important to you as well as what
resources, programming, and even ongoing education you as a
stakeholder in our district might find beneficial as we seek to make
the Twin Creeks District a vibrant, more prosperous place to live.

NWS Goodland Hosts Annual
Storm Spotter Training Classes

The National Weather Service (NWS) in Goodland and Sheridan
County Emergency Management invite you to attend a free, in-
person Storm Spotter Class in Hoxie open to everyone. This year’s
training will be held Tuesday, March 12,2024 at the Bowen Scout
House located in Hoxie, Kansas at 1117 Sheridan Avenue.

This year’s spotter class will include:

Identifying thunderstorm types and features

. Learning how to stay safe while spotting and what not to

do during hazardous weather
Learn about landspouts and how NWS Goodland
messages them

. Using radar to know what you are seeing in person (By
Popular Demand)
. Identifying tornadoes from their look-alikes

Spotter reports are key to improving the quality and timeliness
of our products during hazardous weather. Please don’t
underestimate the value of your report during severe weather! We
need your help in keeping our communities safe and making them
more resilient to the impacts of hazardous weather.

For more information, contact NWS Goodland at (785) 899-2360
or reach out to us on Facebook or Twitter(X). A complete listing of
the 2024 Spotter Schedule is available on the Goodland NWS web

page: https://www.weather.gov/gld/2024spottertraining.
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Emergency HEAL Grants Available
to Stabilize Rural Downtown
Buildings

Topeka — Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of Commerce
David Toland announced today $500,000 will be available under
the Emergency Response Historic Economic Asset Lifeline
(Emergency HEAL) program to bring rural downtown buildings
back from likely demolition or collapse and rehabilitate them into
productive commercial use.

Emergency HEAL was created to provide a resource to address
sudden and urgent needs of communities when disaster strikes.

“We have seen too many communities lose beautiful historic
buildings after extreme wind events, floods or fires when there
weren’t adequate resources available to prevent their demolition,”
Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of Commerce David Toland
said. “This program will help provide rapid funding to save these
structures so they can once again contribute to the retail and
service economies of rural Kansas communities.”

Buildings that are at risk of imminent loss, that are causing
damage to surrounding downtown buildings, and/or have
significant damage due to a disaster event are eligible projects
for Emergency HEAL. The grant will be open annually, with a
maximum of $100,000 award per community. Communities are
allowed to use the funding to help save more than one building if
needed. Matching funds (1:1) are required.

Submitted projects must show that recent damage has caused
an urgent need for immediate repair or the building could be lost.
In addition, the community has one year to repair the building and
identify a tenant.

Once stabilized, Emergency HEAL grants help bring downtown
buildings back into productive use as spaces for:

Businesses (existing or new)

. Housing

Arts and culture
Childcare

. Entrepreneurship or innovation

The application period will open February 9 and close June 1,
or until funding is exhausted. A new round will open July 1, 2024,
and close June 1, 2025.

Avirtual webinar about the specifics of the program is scheduled
for 3:00 p.m. Thursday, February 8. Registration is required.
Interested organizations and building owners can register here.

For additional information about Emergency HEAL, the online
application or the webinar, click here.

About the Kansas Department of Commerce:

As the state’s lead economic development agency, the Kansas
Department of Commerce strives to empower individuals,
businesses, and communities to achieve prosperity in Kansas.
Commerce accomplishes its mission by developing relationships
with corporations, site location consultants and stakeholders in
Kansas, the nation and world. Our strong partnerships allow us
to help create an environment for existing Kansas businesses to
grow and foster an innovative, competitive landscape for new
businesses. Through Commerce’s project successes, Kansas was
awarded Area Development Magazine’s prestigious Gold Shovel
award in 2021, 2022 and 2023, and was awarded the 2021 and 2022
Governor’s Cup by Site Selection Magazine.

KFB Legislative Report:
Jan. 29-Feb. 2

Legislative committees began to work at a significantly faster
pace as we entered the fourth week of the session. The pace will
continue to move quickly as committees work to get their work
done prior to Turnaround Day on Feb. 23. Turnaround Day is when
all non-exempt bills must be passed by their of origin. Essentially,
most of the committee work in the house of origin must be
completed in the next two weeks. With Senate committees also
working agency budgets, they are running on an increasingly
shortened timeline. In the House, agency budgets are run through
subcommittees allowing the other committees to hear and work
non-budgetary bills. All of this to say, expect a lot of committee
activity in the next two weeks as we sprint toward Turnaround
Day.

In other news, the legislature is still waiting to attempt to
override Gov. Laura Kelly’s veto of their flat tax plan. Legislative
leaders and interested parties are working hard to muster the votes
for the two-thirds majority required to override the governor’s
veto. There is some sentiment that an override is possible in the
House, but there are more challenges in the Senate.

Finally, Sen. Carolyn McGinn surprised many in the Statehouse
and announced that she does not plan to seek reelection in 2024.
McGinn has served in the Kansas Senate for 20 years. She has
held numerous chairmanships, including Ways and Means chair,
during her tenure in the Senate. Senate leadership and others
praised McGinn for her tenure in the Senate. At this point, only
Rep. Stephen Owens has announced that he is running in Senate
District 31.

Agriculture

The Senate Agriculture committee began to work through
budgets last week. Hearing from the Kansas State Fair, Kansas
Water Office, Kansas Department of Health and Environment-
Environment Division, Kansas Department of Wildlife and
Parks and Kansas Department of Agriculture. The Committee is
expected to continue to slog through the budget review process
this week.

House Agriculture and Natural Resources heard and passed
out HB 2477, which would increase the maximum reimbursement
from the Kansas agricultural remediation fund. The committee
also heard and passed out HB 2525 providing additional sources
of revenue for the water program management fund and creating
additional fees for the regulation of underground injection control
wells. Kansas Dairy presented its request for state funds to build
a new dairy facility at Kansas State University. Testimony can be
found here. The Committee rounded out the week with a hearing on
HB 2607, which updates KDA’s Pesticide Act to be in compliance
with EPA standards. Kansas Farm Bureau (KFB) provided
proponent testimony but asked the committee to consider keeping
language allowing private applicators to barter for services with
fellow producers. KFB’s testimony can be found here.

The House Water committee heard a report from GMD 3 last
week. The Committee also held a hearing on HB 2459 on Thursday.
KFB, along with Haskell County Farm Bureau member Jarvis
Garetson testified in opposition to HB 2459 pertaining to water
right point of diversion change prohibitions. Opponents soundly
outweighed proponents and neutral conferees. Chairman Minnix
indicated in committee he does not intend to work the bill, but
he felt that the issue needed heard to begin the discussion. The
hearing can be here.

This week, the House water committee will hold hearings on
HB 2633, dealing with reasonable operator certification fees being
retained by KDHE, and HB 2634, adding flexibility to corrective
controls within IGUCA and LEMA law.

Energy

KFB introduced two pieces of legislation in each chamber. One
bill would prohibit the use of eminent domain for the siting of solar
energy generation. In the House, the bill is HB 2621. The other bill,
SB 443, would require landowners whose land is taken by eminent
domain for electric transmission lines to be compensated at not
less than fair market value multiplied by 150 percent.

Free Market Kansans Launches to
Stand Up for Free Enterprise and
Oppose Government Overreach

Topeka - Free Market Kansans launched today to join in the fight
against harmful legislation that would limit Kansans’ financial
choices and threaten our free market economic system.

“Our free market economic system is under attack from harmful
legislation and proposed government mandates coming out
of Washington, D.C. We started Free Market Kansans to push
back, because Kansans have wvalued their financial freedom
since our state’s inception, and we know Kansans are willing to
work together to protect that freedom. Free Market Kansans is
dedicated to educating Kansans on any proposed policy that will
restrict their control of personal financial decisions or jeopardize
the safety and security of their personal financial information,”
said Doug Wareham, Chairman of Free Market Kansans.

The Credit Card Competition Act (CCCA) that has been
proposed in Congress is one piece of reckless and misguided
federal legislation that Free Market Kansans will work to defeat.
This legislation would water down or even eliminate credit card
rewards and cash back that many consumers consider when
choosing their credit card. The law could also lead to merchants
using less secure credit card payment processing networks
which would put Kansans at a greater risk of becoming victims of
fraudulent credit card charges.

“Kansans of all income levels use credit card rewards and cash
back to pay for groceries, gas, Christmas presents, and vacations
with their families. Individual Kansans and Kansas business
owners are also common-sense people who value secure payment
systems, and they don’t need additional fraud risks during a time
when cybersecurity threats are hitting us from every direction. We
must stand together to tell Washington politicians to put this bad
idea out to pasture,” stated Kurt Knutson, board member of Free
Market Kansans.

Kansas consumers can play an important role by standing
up against big government advocates in Washington to protect
secure credit card transactions and valuable rewards that
benefit Kansans. Every KANSAS voice is important. For more
information on our work or to join our efforts, please visit us at

www.freemarketkansans.org.

Senator Rick Billinger Newsletter
February 5, 2024

In today’s world, it is important for people to understand where
their elected leaders stand on matters impacting basic concepts
such as human freedom. That’s why on the first day of the session,
we stood strong in support of Israel. This week, the Kansas
Senate took a similar step in voicing strong support for Taiwan by
adopting SR1734. The resolution strengthens the sister-state ties
between Kansas and Taiwan and reaffirms support for Taiwan’s
international participation. Our ties with Taiwan began in 1989
and continue to this day, as our belief in freedom, democracy, the
rule of law, and basic human rights are shared. In fact, Taiwan
recently held its 8th direct presidential election, demonstrating
Taiwan’s status as a beacon of democracy in Asia. Taiwan also
plays a vital role in our economy. In 2022, Taiwan was Kansas’
third largest import country and 11th largest export destination.
It’s so important to recognize and support Taiwan’s desire to
meaningfully participate in several international organizations,
including the United Nations. The resolution commends and
applauds Taiwan’s vibrant democracy, celebrates the 35th
anniversary of sister-state relations with Taiwan, supports the
further strengthening of Kansas-Taiwan trade relations and
academic exchanges, and reaffirms Kansas support for Taiwan’s
inclusion in international organizations.

On Wednesday, the Kansas Senate voted to extend a critical
program providing tax credits to certain businesses who employ
individuals with disabilities. The program was included in SB 8
last year that was vetoed by the governor, and thus expired at the
end of 2023, necessitating the legislature taking quick action to
ensure the program could continue. SB25, eliminates the provision
specifying the credit to expire after tax year 2023, and would
provide for a cap on the aggregate amount of credits under the
Act to be $5.0 million in tax years 2019 through 2023 ($5 million
over the entire period, not per year), $8.0 million in tax years
2024 through 2028 (over the entire period, not per year), and $8.0
million for each successive five tax years starting in tax year 2029
(over the entirety of each five year period, not per year). Under
the bill, qualified vendors to receive the credit would include profit
and non-profit businesses and non-profit organizations. The bill
also creates the Sheltered Workshop Transition Grant Program to
assist Kansas sheltered workshop employers away from employing
individuals with disabilities under a 214(c) Certificate and toward
paying all such employees at least the minimum wage. Workshop
employers that seek to receive grants would be required to provide
a transition plan to the Secretary demonstrating how the applicant
will use the grant to transition away from the use of a 214(c)
Certificate. The workshop employers would be required to commit
to complete the plan and would be required to match grants on a
dollar-for-dollar basis with nonstate funds. Workshop employers
would be required to provide information to the Secretary
regarding the use of grant funds and associated non-state funds
and the progress made toward achieving the goal of the transition
plan. The bill would define “Kansas sheltered workshop employer”
and “workshop employer” to be a private, non-profit, state, or local
government institution that provides employment opportunities
for individuals with intellectual, developmental, or physical
disabilities and provides such employment opportunities for all or
a portion of such individuals under a 214(c) Certificate.

The Senate voted on SCR1615, which is a resolution dealing with
salary increases for the Governor and all elected officials. I voted
NO on increasing salaries. On Tuesday of this coming week the
Senate Ways and Means will have a hearing on this resolution.

My office has several dates available for 6th graders through
high school to serve as a page. Working as a page in the Kansas
Legislature is an excellent way to learn more about the legislative
process. If your child is interested in being a page for my office the
following dates are available: February 12th, February 19th, and
March 11th. You may contact my office: 785 296-7399.

I am honored and grateful to represent the 40th Senate District
in Kansas. Please do not hesitate to contact me by email: rick.
billinger@senate.ks.gov or call me with your questions or concerns,
my office number is 785 296-7399 or my cell is 785 899-4700. If you
are in Topeka, you are welcome to stop by my office at room 545-S.

@  YOU DON'TKNOW
€8 WHAT YOU DON'T KNOW.

“ WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICE YOU ARE LEFT GUESSING.

FHSU Criminal Justice Program
to Host Sixth Annual Career Fair

By FHSU University Communications

HAYS, Kan.- The Criminal Justice Program at FHSU announces
its sixth annual Criminal Justice Career Fair, an event designed to
connect students with professionals in law enforcement, courts,
corrections, probation and parole, community crime prevention,
mental health, non-profit agencies, and related disciplines. The
career fair will be Wednesday, March 6, at the FHSU Memorial
Union.

Organizations are encouraged to participate as they seek to
recruit talent from criminal justice and related majors. The event
is not limited to FHSU students; students from other colleges in
central and Western Kansas are invited to attend.

Event highlights:

Date and time: Wed., March 6

Location: Fort Hays State Memorial Union

Career fair: 9 a.m.-12 Noon

Mock interviews: 1-3 p.m.

Participating agencies can showcase educational and
employment opportunities, allowing students to explore career
paths within the field of criminal justice. Faculty representatives
will be on hand to discuss FHSU’s undergraduate and graduate
programs for those interested in transferring or pursuing
advanced education. In some instances, participants will have
the opportunity to begin job application processes with attending
agencies.

“We believe this event will provide an excellent opportunity for
students and visitors to discover a wide range of careers within the
field of criminal justice,” said Dr. Tamara Lynn, associate professor,
and chair of criminal justice. “We are excited to meet with many
organizations, highlighting their information and inspiring future
criminal justice professionals.”

There is no cost for agencies to attend. As a gesture of
appreciation, a hospitality room will be provided, featuring
a continental breakfast and lunch between the morning and
afternoon sessions. Additionally, the program will advertise job
opportunities with attending agencies to FHSU students.

Agencies are encouraged to send in their reservation forms
early to secure a spot at the career fair. The location (Fort Hays
Ballroom or Black & Gold Room) will be finalized based on the
number of registration forms received. Forms can be returned via
mail or scanned documents via email. Deadline for submission is
February 16.

Agencies can request a registration form by contacting the
Criminal Justice Program at 785-628-5668.

KDOR Announces Launch
of Online Portal for
Property Value Information

Topeka — Wednesday, January 31, the Kansas Department
of Revenue (KDOR), in partnership with Tyler Technologies,
announced the launch of Assessment Connect, a new application
that will allow KDOR’s Property Valuation Division to access
statewide property appraisal data and provide improved analytical
tools for county appraisers. In addition, the project will feature
the Kansas Property Valuation Division Data Portal, an open
data, public facing website with up-to-date and easily accessible
property value information.

The launch of Assessment Connect is part of the KDOR’s
ongoing efforts to streamline the property appraisal process and
increase transparency and accountability. By making this data
available to the public, KDOR hopes to empower citizens to make
informed decisions about their property and their community.

“We’re excited to launch this new site and provide Kansans with
easy access to important property valuation data,” said David
Harper, KDOR Property Valuation Division Director. “We believe
that transparency is key to building trust between government
and citizens, and this site is an important step in that direction.”

The open data portal of Assessment Connect will feature
appraised value data on all property types from every county in
Kansas. Kansans will be able to view the most up-to-date data in
easily readable charts and graphs.

Assessment Connect was funded by a grant from the Information
Network of Kansas (INK).

The site is available to the public free of charge and can be

viewed at https://ksopendata.ksrevenue.gov/.

TAX SERVICES

Anyone can enter numbers into a computer but we are
your trusted business advisors. Let us put our farm
and business expertise to work for you! Give us a call
at 785-754-2111.

e |ndividual, corporate, partnership,
and fiduciary income tax preparation
e  Monthly bookkeeping and payroll services
e Rightworks hosted cloud QuickBooks
e QuickBooks consulting

Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors
Quinter, KS

Don E. Tilton, CPA

Stephanie M. Heier, CPA

Lorie Heier, Office Manager/Bookkeeper
Josh Albin, Staff Accountant
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Lady Indian Wrestlers
Participate in Panther Classic

Panther Classic Girls Varsity Results from February 2.

120 Mariah Barnett (15-24) place is unknown and scored 6.0
team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Mariah Barnett (Hoxie) 15-24 received a bye

Quarterfinal - Kendra Hurla (Rossville) 30-0 won by fall over
Mariah Barnett (Hoxie) 15-24 (Fall 3:26)

Cons. Round 2 - Mariah Barnett (Hoxie) 15-24 received a bye

Cons. Round 3 - Mariah Barnett (Hoxie) 15-24 won by fall over
Molly Helget (Hays-Thomas More Prep-Marian HS) 9-19 (Fall 3:53)

Cons. Semi - Maggie Holle (Atwood-Rawlins County) 27-11 won
by major decision over Mariah Barnett (Hoxie) 15-24 (MD 11-3)

125 Josie Bell (32-9) placed 4th and scored 11.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Josie Bell (Hoxie) 32-9 received a bye

Quarterfinal - Josie Bell (Hoxie) 32-9 won by fall over Breck
Lohr (St. Francis) 19-14 (Fall 1:14)

Semifinal - Kaylea McMullen (Great Bend High School) 24-6
won by fall over Josie Bell (Hoxie) 32-9 (Fall 3:47)

Cons. Semi - Josie Bell (Hoxie) 32-9 won by decision over Taryn
Bieker (Plainville) 21-11 (Dec 2-0)

3rd Place Match - Kinsey Zorn (Russell) 26-8 won by decision
over Josie Bell (Hoxie) 32-9 (Dec 8-4)

145 Sarah Dardis (10-26) place is unknown and scored 5.0 team
points.

Champ. Round 1 - Sarah Dardis (Hoxie) 10-26 received a bye

Quarterfinal - Abbie Mandeville (Oakley) 14-15 won by decision
over Sarah Dardis (Hoxie) 10-26 (Dec 5-1)

Cons. Round 2 - Sarah Dardis (Hoxie) 10-26 won by fall over
Cady Dooley (Hill City) 4-27 (Fall 4:00)

Cons. Round 3 - Josephine Blevins (Great Bend High School) 12-
18 won by fall over Sarah Dardis (Hoxie) 10-26 (Fall 1:17)

JV Wrestlers Do Well
at Panther Classic

Congrats to the JV boys on their great day at the Panther Classic
Friday, February 2. Two champs and a runner-up on the day!

144 Max Foote (13-14) placed 2nd and scored 16.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Max Foote (Hoxie) 13-14 won by decision over
Wryatt Klinzman (St. Francis) 7-6 (Dec 7-2)

Quarterfinal - Max Foote (Hoxie) 13-14 won by decision over
Zander Cox (Abilene) 5-12 (Dec 6-0)

Semifinal - Max Foote (Hoxie) 13-14 won by decision over Dorian
Culwell (Atwood-Rawlins County) 14-11 (Dec 2-1)

1st Place Match - Trevin Maciel (Great Bend High School) 21-11
won by fall over Max Foote (Hoxie) 13-14 (Fall 1:14)

157 Greyson Schippers (17-11) placed 1st and scored 20.0 team
points.

Round 1 - Greyson Schippers (Hoxie) 17-11 won by fall over
Aidrian Hassel (Phillipsburg) 5-14 (Fall 1:05)

Round 2 - Greyson Schippers (Hoxie) 17-11 won by fall over
Victor Reyes (Great Bend High School) 9-15 (Fall 2:46)

Round 3 - Greyson Schippers (Hoxie) 17-11 won by fall over Jesse
Dettmer (Phillipsburg) 12-10 (Fall 1:09)

215 Alex Bufkin (3-17) placed 1st and scored 7.0 team points.

Round 1 - Alex Bufkin (Hoxie) 3-17 won by decision over Bryson
Burge (Norton) 2-15 (Dec 6-0)

Round 2 - Alex Bufkin (Hoxie) 3-17 won by fall over Kale Wessling
(Beloit) 10-17 (Fall 0:52)

Bulldogs Open Forensics Season
in Colby

The High School Forensics competed in their first meet of
the season in Colby on January 27. Team members competing
included (1-r) Dylan Wark, Dominic Stout, Jorja Juenemann,
McKinzie Horobik, Aidan Pawlak, and Tanner Black. Horobik
qualified for State Champs in Poetry at this meet. (Photo by
Robynn Wessel)

By McKinzie Horobik

The High School Forensics team traveled to Colby on January 27
to open their season. “I am thrilled with our results from the Colby
tournament!” said coach Robynn Wessel. “It was a great learning
experience for our novice members as well as allowing veteran
McKinzie Horobik to become qualified for State Championships.”

The team qualified for finals with four pieces. Jorja Juenemann
presented her poetry piece “Stages of Grief” and placed 4th. Dylan
Wark placed fifth with his prose piece “Going Fishin’”

McKinzie Horobik qualified for finals in both of her events.
She placed 5th in Humorous Solo and 2nd with her poetry piece,
“I Don’t Want to be Crazy.” Her poetry piece qualified for State
Champs later this spring.

Additional events include Dominic Stout and Aidan Pawlak who
paired up for IDA for the first time and Tanner Black in Impromptu.
Black and Wark also teamed up for IDA. They had qualified for
state in IDA last year. The team will travel to Norton on February
3 to continue their season.

Kansas Day Events

By Lehanie Swanepoel, Staff Reporter

Monday, January 29, the Wheatland FFA officers made bread
with the Wheatland Elementary and Grinnell Grade School kinder-
garten classes. It was put on by the Farm Bureau. The officers got
a few students to help them make their bread and clean up. They
also listened to a book about wheat growth and got some coloring
pages to do af-
terwards.

“I had a lot
of fun getting
to know the
kids better
and I liked
learning how
to make bread
with  them.”
said FFA re-
porter  Luke
Zerr.

The kindergarten class watches as Katie Blackwill from Farm
Bureau reads a book for Kansas Day. (WHS Photo)

Hawks Play Eagles

By Olivia Thompson, Editor

Ending the week, the Ness City Eagles came to play at the
Hawks nest on January 26. The JV girls played a half game and
the JV boys played three quarters of a game. At 6:00 the varsity
girls started their game. Senior Karoline Schroder led the team in
scoring the most points. She scored 21. Jordyn Beckman came sec-
ond to Schroder making 10 points. The girls worked hard on the
court, and it paid off. The ending score was 54-37. Soon after the
varsity boys prepared for their game. The boys tried their best but
had an unfortunate end. The final score was 52-86. Junior Gorczy-
ca made 17 points and Broady Goetz made 10 out of the 52 points.
Both the girls and boys are preparing for the WKLL league tour-
nament and are hoping for a win.

During the halftime of the boys game the Snowball crowning
was held. Every boy and girl from each class got to vote for two
candidates for their class. This year’s candidates were fr. Chase
Ramsey and Neveah Price, so. Luke Zerr and Brielle Hanna, jr.
Treyton Barnett and Lehanie Swanepoel, and sr. Jordan Perez and
Marsha McDonald. Winning the crowning was sr. Jordan Perez
and Marsha McDonald. STUCO president Jordyn Backman and
STUCO public relations officer Maddison Zerr handed out the
crown to Marsha McDonald and Jordan Perez received a signed
basketball and beef jerky. The dance was held on Saturday in the
evening.

Emma Zerr said, “I had a lot of fun watching the crowning again
this year and I had a lot of fun at the dance too.”

Bulldogs Selected for
All-Star Game

All-Stars! Golden Plains seniors Landon Meier and Will
Bruggeman have been selected to play in the first-ever Kansas
vs Colorado Six-Man All Star game in Dodge City on June 1.
Coach Travis Smith will join them in coaching the north team.
(Photo by Judy Rogers)

By Judy Rogers

Two Golden Plains senior football players and their coach have
been selected to represent Kansas in the first Annual Kansas vs
Colorado 6-Man All-Star game in Dodge City on June 1. Seniors
Will Bruggeman and Landon Meier will play for the Kansas North
All-Stars and Coach Travis Smith will be an assistant coach.

Anewtraditionbeginsasthe Kansas 6-Man Coaches Association
is proud to announce the first annual Kansas vs Colorado All-Star
Football Games. This event celebrates the best 6-man players in
both the states of Kansas and Colorado.

The first game will pit the Kansas North All-Stars against the
North All-Stars from Colorado. This game will be at 11:00 am. At
2:00 pm, the South Kansas All-Stars will play the Colorado South
All-Stars. A medal ceremony honoring the players and coaches
will follow each game.

The Kansas North All-Stars include Logan McCarty, Pablo
Bermudez, Brady Ketzner, Eddy Baca, Victor Hernandez (Cheylin),
Kenton Thalheim, Jeremiah Hansen, Jason Cox, Brody Preston
(Northern Valley), Koda Kvasniska (Triplains/Brewster), Will
Bruggeman, Landon Meier (Golden Plains), Carter Peters, Justin
Pasley, Dawson Lee (Tescott), and Brenna Aldridge (Weskan).
They will be coached by Chris Walden (Cheylin), Marvin Gebhard
(Northern Valley), and Travis Smith (Golden Plains).

Kansas South All-Stars are Britt Grigsby, Kale Harris, Gus Hink,
Landen McPhail, Trae Vera (Ashland), Gentri Holub, Santiago
Knepp (Centre), Blake Carter, Derrick Layton Simon (Ingalls),
Davin Hamby (Pawnee Heights), Reeston Cox (Southern Coffey
County, and Ben Meehan (Waverly). They will be coached by
Lance McGuire (Cunningham), Ben Fox (Ashland), and Kelly
Steiner (Centre).

Freshmen Attend Colby
Speech Tournament

Freshmen forensic novices Spencer Beckman, Branton
Goetz, Auston Bland and Riley Tuttle attend their first speech
contest in Colby, January 27. (WHS Photo)

By Carolyn Nelson, DTP Advisor

Freshmen Spencer Beckman, Branton Goetz, Auston Bland and
Riley Tuttle represented Wheatland High School at the Colby Invi-
tational Forensics Meet at Colby High School. The meet was held
Saturday, January 27.

Goetz and Beckman formed a team of Impromptu Duet Acting,
and Bland and Tuttle formed the other team. They competed in
three preliminary rounds but did not advance to the finals. This
was the first forensics meet for all four contestants.

Beckman said, “Forensics was a good time and a fun environ-
ment.”

Speech coach Carolyn Nelson said, “We learned a lot at this
tournament. [ was pleased with how the boys performed. I see so
much potential in their ability. I hope they will continue and learn
more as the season progresses.”
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Golden Plains will be hosting its Financial Aid Workshop Feb.
7 at 1:30 in Mr. Smith’s room. This is primarily for seniors, but
anyone can attend.

Dodge City Community College will host Junior Experience
on February 15. Check out Cong Country by experiencing the
campus, programs, pizza lunch, $5000 in scholarship giveaways,
T-Shirt customizations, and more. There should be a post with a
QR code in your school to register. But if you cannot find it email
admit@dc3.edu and they will get you registered.

NorthCentral Technical College will host Sophomore/Junior
days: February 15 at Beloit and February 21 at Hays. Students are
able to explore 2 programs for half the day, from 9:00am-12:00pm.
Check in is at 8:30am, and lunch is provided. You can register at:
https://ncktc.edu/sophomore-junior-day/

Colby Community College will host Junior Day on February
21. Reasons to attend include a tour of campus, opportunity to
meet with an expert on the field of study you are interested in,
chat with coaches, have a free lunch, and meet with other future
Trojans. To register you can contact your counselor or call 785-
460-4690 or email admissions@colbycc.edu. Parents are welcome
to participate as well.

Garden City Community College invites you to learn about Cool
Jobs in STEM Cafe. Snacks will be available as juniors/seniors/
parents learn about becoming an Entomologist, Air Traffic
Controller, Wind Turbine Technician, Wildlife Biologist, and other
STEM careers. It will be held at 6:30 in the Saffell Library at GCCC
on February 6.. If you have questions contact Misty Wren at misty.
wren@gcccks.edu or 620-275-3288.

For the 29th year Emporia State will host Enhancing You Future
Conference for girls in grades 6-8 who want to learn more about
math and science careers. This year it will be held on March 2,
but registration will close soon. My girls went when they were in
junior high and really enjoyed it. In addition to the usual career
discussion and hands-on workshops, the day will be filled with
a few special presentations. Registration includes lunch and a
t-shirt. Find out all you need at www.emporia.edu/stemoutreach,
then click on the EYF link.

The Doyle Kauk Memorial Scholarship is available to students
graduating from Hoxie High School or Golden Plains High School.
(Be sure you are checking for your local scholarships.) The amount
is TBD, but it can be renewed as well.

The scholarship is intended to promote higher education for
students who pursue a vocational/technical, or bachelor’s degree
in a field related to agriculture or agricultural support and intend
to use those skills to help further agriculture or underserved
agricultural communities in Kansas or Nebraska.

One of the greatest challenges facing agricultural
communities is attracting teachers, mechanics, and other
skilled individuals. Therefore, students pursuing a focus in an
underserved technical field with an intention to return to an
underserved agricultural community in Kansas or Nebraska
will be given strong consideration. Find the application at www.
doylekaukmemorialscholarship.org/scholarship.

Kids from Hoxie and Golden Plains are among the 11 schools
who can also apply for the Katherine Brungardt Scholarship. See
your counselor for the application, which must be submitted by
March 1.

Deadlines to remember:

February 1-Deadline to apply for Kansas Kiwanis, Midwest
Energy, Pete Henry, and KNEA Scholarships, Priority Deadline to
submit FAFSA to KU

February 15-Final deadline to apply for FHSU scholarships

February 19-Deadline to apply for Ellis Foundation Scholarship

March 8-deadline to apply for April 13 ACT

March 31-Deadline to apply for Kansas Masonic Foundation
Scholarships

May 3-deadline to apply for June 8 ACT

June 7-deadline to apply for July 13 ACT

Sophomore/Juniors Days:

February 15 at NCKTC-Beloit

February 21 at NCKTC-Hays HOXIE HONOR ROLL
April 15 at FHSU
Freshman/Sophomore Day: page 9

April 27 at WSU
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Kansas January 1 Cattle Inventory

Manhattan - All cattle and calves in Kansas as of January 1,
2024, totaled 6.15 million head, down 1% from January 1, 2023,
according to the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.

All cows and heifers that had calved totaled 1.44 million head,
down 3% from last year.

Beef cows totaled 1.26 million head, down 4% from last year.

Milk cows totaled 176,000 head, up 1% from January 1, 2023.

All heifers 500 pounds and over totaled 1.97 million head, down
3% from last year.

Steers weighing 500 pounds and over totaled 2.04 million head,
up 4% from last year.

Bulls weighing 500 pounds and over totaled 80,000 head, down
6% from last year.

Calves under 500 pounds totaled 620,000 head, down 2% from
January 1, 2023.

All cattle on feed fed for slaughter in Kansas feedlots totaled
2.60 million head, up 5% from the previous year.

The 2023 calf crop totaled 1.29 million head, down 6% from 2022.

Kansas January 1 Sheep and Goats

Manhattan - All sheep and lamb inventory in Kansas on
January 1, 2024, totaled 82,000 head, down 2,000 from last year,
according to the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.

Breeding sheep inventory totaled 53,000 head, down 3,000 from
last year. Ewes one year and older totaled 42,000 head, down 3,000
from the previous year. Rams one year and older totaled 2,500
head, unchanged from last year. Total replacement lambs totaled
8,500 head, unchanged from last year.

Market sheep and lambs totaled 29,000 head, up 1,000 from last
year.

The 2023 lamb crop totaled 46,000 head, up 3,000 from 2022.
The 2023 lambing rate was 102 per 100 ewes one year and older,
compared with 108 in 2022.

Sheep deaths totaled 3,000 head, down 500 from last year. Lamb
deaths totaled 8,000 head, up 500 from last year.

Sheep and lambs slaughtered on farm totaled 1,000 head,
unchanged from last year.

Shorn wool production during 2023 was 310,000 pounds, down
10,000 from 2022. Sheep and lambs shorn totaled 50,000 head,
down 3,000 from 2022. Weight per fleece was 6.2 pounds, up 0.2
from 2022. The average price paid for wool sold in 2023 was $0.55
per pound, unchanged from last year. The total value of wool
produced in Kansas was 171,000 dollars in 2023.

All meat and other goat and kid inventory in Kansas on January
1, 2024, totaled 47,000 head, up 2,000 from last year. Milk goat
inventory totaled 4,100 head, up 300 from last year.

USDA ~ $306 Million for Producers

Washington - The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
issuing final Emergency Relief Program (ERP) payments totaling
approximately $306 million to eligible commodity and specialty
crop producers who incurred losses due to natural disasters in
2020 and 2021. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin
issuing these additional payments to eligible producers this week.

“In the natural disaster recovery process, every little bit of
available assistance helps offset the financial toll that these
catastrophic events have taken on agricultural producers, their
families, and their operations,” said FSA Administrator Zach
Ducheneaux. “With remaining funds after initial factoring,
USDA was able to put additional money back in the hands of the
producers as we strive for the most fair and equitable distribution
of available funds to as many producers as possible.”

Recipients of the additional payment are limited to those
producers who received ERP Phase One payments from FSA that
were calculated based on crop insurance indemnities. Initially,
ERP Phase One payments to producers who were indemnified
through Federal crop insurance, were subject to a 75% payment
factor. FSA has since determined that adequate funding exists to
provide an additional 3.5% ERP Phase One payment to producers
who had crop insurance, increasing the overall payment factor to
78.5%. These additional ERP Phase One payments are subject to
FSA payment limitation provisions as outlined in the ERP Phase
One fact sheet.

Because ERP Phase One payments to producers of noninsured
crops covered by FSA NAP policies were originally paid at 100%,
there will be no additional payments issued to these producers for
2020 and 2021 losses.

The Extending  Government Funding and Delivering
Emergency Assistance Act, 2021 (P.L. 117-43) provided $10 billion
in assistance to agricultural producers impacted by wildfires,
droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters
experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. In 2022, FSA
implemented ERP Phase One, which delivered $7.5 billion in
payments to commodity and specialty crop producers. For Phase
One, ERP used a streamlined process with pre-filled application
forms, leveraging crop insurance indemnities or Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) payments on file with USDA.

Separately, through the Disaster Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) Congress allocated
approximately $3.2 billion in funding to cover necessary expenses
related to losses of revenue, quality, or production losses of
crops. Enrollment is ongoing for ERP 2022, which covers losses
to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to qualifying, calendar
year 2022 natural disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes,
floods, derechos, excessive heat, tornadoes, winter storms, freeze
(including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture,
qualifying drought, and related conditions.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many
positive ways. In the Biden-Harris administration, USDA is
transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more
resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for
all producers, ensuring access to healthy and nutritious food in
all communities, building new markets and streams of income
for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry
practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and
clean energy capabilities in rural America, and committing to
equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and
building a workforce more representative of America. To learn
more, visit usda.gov.
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Farm Credit of Western Kansas
Seeking Scholarship Applicants

Colby - The Board of Directors of Farm Credit of Western
Kansas, ACA, is pleased to announce the continuation of the
Farm Credit of Western Kansas, ACA, Mark Winger Scholarship
Program. Farm Credit has $8,000 available to high school seniors,
a $500-per-semester scholarship, which is renewable for up-to
four years of post-secondary education per recipient. Eligible
applicants are Northwest Kansas area high school seniors who are
the children or grandchildren of Farm Credit of Western Kansas,
ACA members and live in Cheyenne, Decatur, Gove, Logan,
Rawlins, Sheridan, Sherman, Thomas, or Wallace counties.

Applications are available at www.fcwk.com; or from their high
school counselor; or at the Farm Credit Office located at 1190 S
Range, Colby. Applications are due by February 15, 2024. For
more information or questions, contact Relda Galli at the Farm
Credit Office in Colby (785-462-6714).

Farm Credit of Western Kansas, ACA is located in Colby and can
be reached by calling 1-800-657-6048. Farm Credit makes loans
for the purchase or refinance of farm, ranch or agribusiness real
estate and facilities as well as loans to finance farm operations,
agribusiness, livestock, and equipment. Farm Credit also has an
extensive crop insurance program. The farmers and ranchers who
borrow from Farm Credit own the ACA. Farm Credit of Western
Kansas is part of the Farm Credit System, the nation’s leading
agricultural lender.

Wheat Scoop: Applications Open
for Kansas Wheat Scholarships
Honoring Industry Leaders

By Julia Debes for Kansas Wheat

High school seniors and current Kansas college students
have until Friday, March 15, 2024, to apply for one of two $1,000
scholarships from Kansas Wheat honoring industry leaders Herb
Clutter and David Radenberg. The scholarships — each worth
$1,000 — continue a proud tradition of supporting the future of the
Kansas wheat industry.

“Inspired by the enduring legacies of Herb Clutter and David
Radenberg, Kansas Wheat is proud to help empower the next
generation of the Kansas wheat industry,” said Justin Gilpin,
CEO of Kansas Wheat. “Through these scholarships, we honor the
passion of these industry leaders and help to provide opportunities
for future leaders in agriculture.”

Herb Clutter Memorial Scholarship

Administered by the Kansas Association of Wheat Growers
(KAWG), the Herb Clutter Memorial Scholarship will award
one $1,000 scholarship per year to a college or university-bound
incoming freshman from Kansas pursuing a career in the field of
agriculture. To be eligible for the scholarship, applicants must plan
to be a full-time student at any two or four-year Kansas college or
university.

Recipients will be selected based on academic achievement,
leadership qualities and career objectives focused around the
field of agriculture. The scholarship will be toward tuition for the
student’s college or university education. The scholarship is non-
renewable.

The Herb Clutter Memorial Scholarship was established in 2009
to honor Herb Clutter’s influential role in organizing leadership
groups on behalf of Kansas wheat producers, and is supported
by the generosity of the Herb Clutter family. Herbert W. Clutter
was a farmer from Holcomb and the first president of the National
Association of Wheat Growers, which was established in 1948.
Clutter encouraged Kansas wheat farmers to organize as a strong,
unified voice, which led to the formation of the Kansas Association
of Wheat Growers in 1952. He encouraged research in education
and industrial uses of wheat, improved variety development and
methods to produce the best product at the lowest cost. Clutter’s
efforts led to the formation of the Kansas Wheat Commission by
the Kansas legislature in 1957.

Apply for the Herb Clutter Memorial Scholarship by completing
the scholarship application at kswheat.com/clutter. The application
includes a 400-500 word essay discussing why the applicant has
chosen to pursue a career in agriculture. The selection committee
will use this essay, along with the student’s application, in
determining the scholarship winner.

David Radenberg Memorial Scholarship

The David Radenberg Memorial Scholarship will award one
$1,000 scholarship to a current undergraduate or graduate student
from Kansas who is pursuing a career in the field of agriculture.
Preference will be given to students pursuing a career related
to the improvement of wheat, including but not limited to wheat
genetics, wheat agronomics, wheat breeding, plant pathology,
Extension and bioinformatics.

To be eligible for the scholarship, applicants must be enrolled as
a full-time student at any two- or four-year college or university in
Kansas. Incoming freshmen or transfers are not eligible.

David Radenberg was a lifelong wheat farmer in Claflin, Kansas,
wherehisfamilyhasfarmedformorethan100years. Herepresented
central Kansas on the Kansas Wheat Commission from April 2011
to March 2020, including serving as chairman from August 2018
to May 2019. Radenberg was also a founding board member of the
Kansas Wheat Commission Research Foundation.

During his tenure as a commissioner, he supported wheat
research and international marketing efforts, including attending
the 31st annual Latin American Millers Conference in Lima, Peru,
in 2013. At the time, he expressed how he enjoyed sharing with
millers, bakers and merchandisers about the research investments
Kansas farmers are making to provide a better-quality product.

In 2013, Radenberg also visited multiple Pacific Rim countries

Continued on page 11

USDA Now Accepting
Farm Loan Payments Online

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has announced
that most farm loan borrowers will soon be able to make payments
to their direct loans online through the Pay My Loan feature on
farmers.gov in early February. Pay My Loan is part of a broader
effort by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) to streamline its
processes, especially for producers who may have limited time
during the planting or harvest seasons to visit a local FSA office;
modernize and improve customer service; provide additional
customer self-service tools; and expand credit access to assist
more producers.

On average, local USDA Service Centers process more than
225,000 farm loan payments each year. Pay My Loan gives
most borrowers an online repayment option and relieves them
from needing to call, mail, or visit a Service Center to pay their
loan installment. Farm loan payments can now be made at the
borrower’s convenience, on their schedule and outside of FSA
office hours.

Pay My Loan also provides time savings for FSA’s farm loan
employees by minimizing manual payment processing activities.
This new service for producers means that farm loan employees
will have more time to focus on reviewing and processing new
loans or servicing requests.

The Pay My Loan feature can be accessed at farmers.gov/
loans. To use the payment feature, producers must establish a
USDA customer account and a USDA Level 2 eAuthentication
(“eAuth”) account or a Login.gov account. This initial release only
allows individuals with loans to make online payments. For now,
borrowers with jointly payable checks will need to continue to
make loan payments through their local office.

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and
automate the Farm Loan Program customer-facing business
process. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a direct
loan application annually, FSA has made various improvements
including:

. The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided
application that is paperless and provides helpful features
including an electronic signature option, the ability to attach
supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a balance
sheet, and build a farm operating plan.

The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with
an interactive online, step-by-step guide to identifying the direct
loan products that may be a fit for their business needs and to
understanding the application process.

A simplified direct loan paper application, which reduced
loan applications by more than half, from 29 pages to 13 pages.

More Information

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many
positive ways. In the Biden-Harris administration, USDA is
transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on
more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets
for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious
food in all communities, building new markets and streams of
income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure
and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and committing
to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers
and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn
more, visit www.usda.gov.

Kansas Politicians Refusing to

Expand Medicaid Send Tax Dollars
to Other States

Key Quote: “Failure to pass Medicaid expansion this session
would amount to virtual criminal neglect of our state’s economy.”

Jeff Ellis, Kansas City Star

January 25, 2024

. Kansas is one of only 10 states that have not expanded
Medicaid coverage to include nearly all adults with incomes up to
138% of the federal poverty level... Over the last decade, Kansas
has forfeited nearly $7 billion in federal funding by refusing to
expand Medicaid — roughly the same amount as the state’s entire
budget for 2024.

. Legislative leaders in Kansas strain, posture and work
overtime to conjure specious arguments about the supposed evils
of expanding Medicaid. Each of these specious arguments has
been repeatedly refuted by overwhelming evidence.

It is undeniable that it is far more cost-effective for our
society to keep people healthy than to shoulder the burden of
treating them when their health deteriorates because of their lack
of accessible primary care.

Kansas has already foregone nearly $7 billion of tax
dollars paid by Kansans to the federal government. It’s no surprise
that Kansas has the highest percentage of rural hospitals at risk
of closure in the nation. And when those hospitals are forced to
reduce service or close, it’s the community that suffers...

Expanding Medicaid is not just a moral imperative. It is a
sound economic decision that Kansas cannot afford to ignore.
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Pusric NoTICES

(Published in The Sheridan Sentinel February 8, 2024)

Sheridan County
Request for Qualifications (RFQ)

Sheridan County is requesting an expression of interest from engineering consulting
firms for preliminary engineering and project management services in the equivalent to the
KDOT Work Category 212 —Highway Design-Minor Facility for the project listed below.
Qualifications for the roadway construction inspection in the equivalent to the KDOT’s work
Category: 241 will also be considered if the consulting firm is interested.

High Risk Rural Road (HRRR) project 90 C-5259-01, which is a systemic County wide
signing improvement project comprising approximately 205.5 miles of major collector, 65.5
miles of minor collector, and 1 mile of local roads. Plans will be developed using State and
Federal requirements.

This is a KDOT project using KDOT funding. A standard three (3) phase, three (3) party
agreement will be utilized with special attachments for the Kansas “Tax Clearance Certificate”,
the “Certifications of Final Indirect Costs” and the “Policy Regarding Sexual Harassment”.

All qualified engineering firms who wish to be considered for this work must submit a
one-page letter of interest to Sheridan County at the address below on or before February 20,
2024. Firms that submit a letter of interest will receive a packet of information that provides
further details including the project location and a list of services to be performed. Questions
about this request shall be directed to Heather Bracht using the contact information shown
below.

Sheridan County Clerk
925 9t St
Hoxie, KS 67740
Phone (785) 675-3361
coclerk@sheridancoks.com

(Published in The Sheridan Sentinel February 8, 2024,)

NOTICE OF PLACES, DATES AND CLOSING OF
REGISTRATION BOOKS
Presidential Preference Primary Election, March 19, 2024

In accordance with the provisions of KSA 25-2311(c), notice is
hereby given that on the 20™ day of February 2024, all registration
books for the primary election will close at the end of regular
business hours. Registration books will remain closed until the
20" day of March 2024.

A citizen of the United States who is eighteen (18) years of age
and upwards or will have attained that age before the next election,
must register before he or she can vote.

Anyone may apply in person or by mail to the Sheridan County
Clerk’s Office. All voters in Sheridan County must show photo ID
and state their name and address when voting.

Any registered voter that changes their name by marriage may
sign an Affidavit at the polling place on Election Day. Other name
changes by legal proceedings must reregister at the Sheridan
County Clerk’s Office.

Pursuant to the forgoing, I hereby give notice that the
Presidential Preference Primary Election will be held on Tuesday,
the 19™ of March 2024 for the following precincts and at the
following polling locations and times:

MAIN BUILDING - SHERIDAN COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS -
HOXIE

Adell Township, Bowcreek Township, East Kenneth and West
Kenneth Precincts, Logan Township, Parnell Township, East
Saline Township, West Saline Township, Solomon Township,
Springbrook Township and Valley Township.

SELDEN COMMUNITY CENTER - SELDEN

Bloomfield Township, Prairie Dog Township,
Township, and Union Township.

Sheridan

The polls will open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m. on the 19
day of March 2024.

Sheridan County registered voters may vote an Advance ballot
in the Sheridan County Clerk’s Office or by mail beginning
February 28, 2024, until noon on March 18, 2024.

Done this 30 day of January 2024.
Heather Bracht

Sheridan County Clerk & Election Officer
Sheridan County, Kansas

(Published in The Sheridan Sentinel February 8, 2024)
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Hoxie Housing Authority has developed its Agency Plan in
compliance with the Quality Housing and Work Responsibility Act of
1998. Itis available for review at the Hoxie Housing Authority Office
located at 925 8" Street, Hoxie, Kanas 67740. The Authority’s hours
are 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. A public hearing
will be held on February 19, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. in the Community

(Published in The Sheridan Sentinel February 8, 2024)

SHERIDAN COUNTY QUARTERLY REPORT

1/31/2024
GENERAL $ 4,980,773.04
FREEDOM CLAIMS INSURANCE $ 12,533.45
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT COURTHOUSE $ 503,596.14
OFFENDER REGISTRY $ 6,245.89
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SPECIAL PROGRAM $ 100.00
POOL LEASE-PURCHASE $ 127,349.75
ROAD & BRIDGE $ 2,881,437.28
SPECIAL MACHINERY $  202,809.86
SPEC HWY IMPROVEMENT $ 396,713.01
NWKS ECONOMIC INNOVATION $ 30,000.00
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN CORONAVIRUS $ 82,302.39
FIGHT ADDICTION RESOLUTION $ 4,465.41
MICRO LOAN $ 26,457.47
TREAS SPECIAL TECHNOLOGY $ 8,449.40
CLERK SPECIAL TECHNOLOGY $ 5,497.62
SHERIFF VIN $ 3,765.87
FORFEITURE LAW ENFORCEMENT $ 20,896.80
NOXIOUS WEED-CAP OUTLAY $ 46,623.24
NOXIOUS WEED $  296,046.51
R.O0.D. SPECIAL TECHNOLOGY $ 20,026.83
E911 WIRELESS $ 139,394.14
CONCEALED CARRY LAW $ 2,322.89
PUBLIC HEALTH $ 90,555.02
SPECIAL AMBULANCE $ 335586.84
ALCOHOL PROGRAM $ 17,017.56
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION $ 44,093.91
PARKS & RECREATION $ 3,845.73
LANDFILL CAPITAL OUTLAY $  200,000.00
LANDFILL $ 151,264.40
RFD#1 $ 666.18
SELDEN CEMETERY $ 1,252.13
HOSPITAL REVENUE BOND 2 $ 57,5602.50
HOSPITAL REVENUE BOND 3 $ 11,713.59
HOSPITAL REVENUE BOND 6 $ 102,218.00
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY TRAINING FUND $ 4,423.06
MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATING $ 3,261.25
CURRENT TAX $ 244,310.80
DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE TAX $ 25,500.33
DELINQUENT PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX $ 14,125.98
DRIVER'S LICENSE $ 99.00
MOTOR VEHICLE/KDOR DIVISION OF VEHICLES ~ § 6,928.25
cmv $ 349.97
RV TAX $ 308.65
MOTOR VEHICLE TAX $ 19,239.67
VEHICLE SALES TAX $ 48,489.01
ADVANCE TAX $ 6.68
WILDLIFE & PARKS $ 83.00

FUND TOTALS

[$ 11,180,648.50 ]

FIRST STATE BANK- NOW ACCOUNT $ 21055231
EQUITY BANK- NOW ACCOUNT $  436,383.81
FIRST STATE BANK-MICRO LOAN $  26457.47
FIRST STATE BANK-E-911 $  139,394.14
FIRST STATE BANK-WILDLIFE & PARKS $ 83.00
FIRST STATE BANK-FREEDOM CLAIMS $ 1253345
FIRST STATE BANK-ACH $ 11230239
FIRST STATE BANK-MONEY MARKET $ 2692,741.93
CASH ON HAND $ 200.00
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSITS $ 7,550,000.00
BANK TOTALS [ $111,180,648.50 ]

HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND CORRECT STATEMENT
OF THE QUARTERLY TREASURER'S REPORT ENDING THE 31ST DAY

OF JANUARY 2024.

SHERIDAN COUNTY TREASURER

Shirley A. Niermeier
(AUTHORIZED BY K.S.A. 19-520)

and get it repaired.
Pratt had nothing to report.

business, Bainter made a
motion to adjourn, seconded

Mader made a motion by Stithem. Carried 3-0. The
to approve the Treasurer’s next regular meeting will be
Abatements as presented, Tuesday, February 6, 2024, at

seconded by Stithem. Carried
3-0

Bainter made a motion to
approve the January 26, 2024
Payroll as presented. Stithem
seconded. Carried 3-0

The January 30, 2024

8:00 a.m.inthe Commissioner’s
Room.

Attest:  Heather Bracht,
County Clerk, Mike “Buck”
Mader, Chairman

Room located at 925 8" Street, Hoxie, KS. The public is invited.

Commission Minutes
1/30/2024

Now on this 30th day of
January 2024, the Board of
Commissioners, Sheridan
County, Kansas met in regular
session with Chairman Mike
“Buck” Mader presiding. Other
members present were Joe
Bainter, David Stithem, Joe
Pratt, County Attorney and
County Clerk Heather Bracht.
Guest was The Sheridan
Sentinel.

At 8:00 a.m. Mader called the
meeting to order.

Those in attendance stood
and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Evan Turley, Noxious Weed
Director, came to the table.
Turley submitted information
for the County Weed Directors
annual conference to be held
in Manhattan, February 27-29.
The hours earned by attending
goes towards recertification. By
consensus the Board approved
Turley attending the meeting.

Joe Herskowitz, Road &
Bridge Supervisor, came to
the table. Herskowitz had

KDOT and Penco Engineering
Agreements pertaining to
Bridge 89 (Blackwill bridge).
Bainter made a motion to sign
the documents seconded by
Stithem. Carried 3-0

The KDOT Agreement
pertaining to replacement of
the signage in Sheridan County
was approved and signed on a
motion by Mader and second
by Stithem. Carried 3-0. This is
scheduled as a 2025 project.

The notice for the paper will
be changed to reflect sending
bid information to the County

Clerk and not to the Road &
Bridge Department.

Herskowitz received bids for
tire chains. Wellborn had a bid
for $2,858 and William Tire a
bid for $3,488. Mader made a
motion to approve the bid from
William Tire in the amount of
$3,488 for two sets of chains
for size 14.00 tires and two
sets of chains for size 17.5 tires.
Bainter seconded the motion.
Carried 3-0

The Board and Herskowitz
discussed snowshoes for the
snowplows. A bid was received
from L & M Steel. The Board
asked that Herskowitz visit
with Vitus Meier to see if this is
something he could do.

Herskowitz received a call
that the Seguin bridge is
breaking out on the sides.

There are two graders left
to go through, then they are
all finished. They will all be
moved back out in the county
today.

There was a brief discussion
about equipment.

The board and Herskowitz
briefly discussed Hwy 23
roadwork.

The County will do some
work on 10E this spring.

This year, KDOT should
begin culvert and dirt work on
Hwy 23.

In 2025, the
on Hwy 23 is
scheduled.

There was a brief discussion
about Sheridan Ave. to 10W.
The planking has been moved
to the “Cressler” bridge.
Herskowitz stated that the
only way to keep people off the
road is to put dirt across it. The
Board advised to close the road

shutdown
tentatively

Warrants were approved on a
motion by Mader and second
by Bainter. Carried 3-0

Mader made a motion to
approve the January 23, 2024
Minutes as amended. Stithem
seconded. Carried 3-0

The IT Services Agreement
with IOT on Main Street was
reviewed. The Board has some
questions which Bracht will
talk with IOT about. The Board
will discuss and sign at the
next meeting.

At 9:15 Bainter made a
motion to enter into executive
session for a period of 30
minutes for the discussion of
non-elected personnel. Stithem
seconded. Carried 3-0. Present
were the Board, Bracht and
Pratt. At 9:45, the door opened
and Bainter made a motion to
extend the executive session for 31 Moctvs Baibbiops, Lse. A Kibios off 6
a period of 30 minutes. Mader
seconded. Carried 3-0. Present
were the Board and Bracht.
The door opened at 10:17 with
Mader making a motion to
extend the executive session
for a period of 15 minutes.
Bainter seconded. Carried 3-0.
The door opened at 10:31 with
no decision being made. The
Board will talk again about the
personnel handbook and make
all the changes, if any, at once.

Stithem advised the Board
he would be attending the
Northwest Kansas Planning
& Development meeting on
Wednesday evening via Zoom.

The following Payroll and
Warrants were approved and
signed by the Board:

General $ 168,713.48

Road & Bridge $87,825.40

Noxious Weed$2,980.36

Public Transp.$1,184.65

Landfill $2,414.80

E911 $2,996.18

At 10:55 a.m. with no further

800-447-7436

mortonbuildings.com

Built Stronger. Looks Better. Lasts Longer.

Visit our website and YouTube channel to view
thousands of projects and testimomals!

Hoxie High School Honor Roll

JR/SR HONOR ROLL - 2023-2024 S1

PRINCIPAL

Levi Gleason, Genesis Harvey, Kinley Rogers, Ella Zerr, Duncan
Bell, Noah Dowell, Trent Fenner, Charles Foote, Makenna Heim,
Braxton Munk, Easton Nickelson, Chelidy Pridey, Kyzer Schiltz,
Samuel Watkins, Addilyn Baker, Sarah Dardis, Lucia Forner
Quiles, Michael Haffner, Clara Johnson, Chloe Porsch, Nicholas
Robben, Brodie Tremblay, Kendall Baalman, Mathew Bretz, Carley
Cooper, Maxwell Foote, Emma Schamberger, Emma

HONOR ROLL

Tucker Baalman, Fernando Castaneda, Gabriel Coronado,
Connor Diercks, Isaac Diercks, Kane Epp, Nash Geisinger, Josey
Kennedy, Preston Kennedy, Jonathan Mader, William Meyer,
Carson Ochs, Elyssa Rucker, Gavin Schippers, Blythe Schutte,
Onna Sekavec, Andre Vaughn, Mireya Villa, Emily Villegas,
Isabella Baier, Emily Bainter, Mariah Barnett, Max Beckman,
Addison Bieker, Emma Cersovsky, Irvin Gomez, Sofie Gourley,
Hilde Heskett, Malcom King, Quinn Lowry, Hannah Madden,
Harrison Meyer, Braydon Scheetz, Londyn Schiltz, Nathan Snyder,
Isaac Thomas, Macy Wente, Joseph Dorenkamp, Irati Garitano,
Ian Giancola, Allie Gourley, Draden Herl, Javon Kachel, launa
King, Taegan Lindenman, Lillianna Luft, Avery Mauck, Maddison
Meier, Gabrielle Meyer, Kyra Reuber, Teagan Slaubaugh, Cash
Stillman, Hailey Vaughn, Hyejung Woo, Adleigh Ziegler, Jocelyn
Bell, Aydan Bieker, Lily Bird, Alexander Bufkin, Emily Farber,
Skeeter Gleason, Helaina Heskett, Gabe Koster, Chase Meyer,
Jedidiah Pridey, Evie Schippers, Greyson Schippers, Lyla Vang,
Clair Watkins, Gunner Wente

HONORABLE MENTION

Wesley Reuber, Owen Walker, Macie Juenemann, Luis Rivero-
Juarez, Estefania Castaneda, Seton Scanlon

JH HONOR ROLL - 2023-2024 S1

Lillie Denio, Carter Giancola, Camryn Gourley, Nathan Haffner,
Jaylen Herl, Beau Koster, Harper Mauck, Tyler Meyer, Noah
Nickelson, Ethan Baker, Keiley Kincaid, Brylie Lindenman, Porter
Meyer, Viley Pridey, Jentry Rhodes, Adison Shipley, Kansas Tso,
Jensen Armknecht, Kalleigh Baier, Ty Fenner, Jonathan Graham,
Travis Johnson, Travis Rylan Moss, Vanessa Schutte, Bradyn
Wilson, Jordan Dardis, Gage Epp, Evan Farber, Madison Mader,
Kooper Moss, Davin Wade, Olivia Walker, Simon Watkins, Lillian
Beckman, Jett Mader, Elliott Reuber, Paicen Schippers, Ellie
Thummel, Griffin Zerr, Zoey Bland, Kimberly Cano, Sofia Garcia

JR/SR HONOR ROLL - 2023-2024 Q2

PRINCIPAL

Levi Gleason, Genesis Harvey, Kinley Rogers, Ella Zerr, Isabella
Baier, Emily Bainter, Mariah Barnett, Duncan Bell, Noah Dowell,
Trent Fenner, Charles Foote, Makenna Heim, Lane Munk, Easton
Nickelson, Chelidy Pridey, Kyzer Schiltz, Samuel Watkins,
Addilyn Baker, Sarah Dardis, Lucia Forner Quiles, Michael
Haffner, Clara Johnson, Taegan Lindenman, Avery Mauck, Chloe
Porsch, Nicholas Robben, Teagan Slaubaugh, Cash Stillman,
Brodie Tremblay, Kendall Baalman, Mathew Bretz, Carley Cooper,
Maxwell Foote, Chase Meyer, Emma Schamberger

HONOR ROLL

Tucker Baalman, Yohcan Castaneda, Connor Diercks, Isaac
Diercks, Nash Geisinger, Josey Kennedy, Preston Kennedy,
Jonathan Mader, William Meyer, Carson Ochs, Elyssa Rucker,
Gavin Schippers, Blythe Schutte, Onna Sekavec, Andre Vaughn,
Mireya Villa, Emily Villegas, Max Beckman, Addison Bieker,
Irvin Gomez, Sofie Gourley, Hilde Heskett, Quinn Lowry, Hanna
Madden, Harrison Meyer, Braydon Scheetz, Londyn Schiltz,
Nathan Snyder, Isaac Thomas, Macy Wente, Joseph Dorenkamp,
Dakota Eller, Irati Garitano, Ian Giancola, Allie Gourley, Draden
Herl, Javon Kachel, Tauna King, Olivia Lowry, Lilliana Luft,
Madison Meier, Gabrielle Meyer, Kyra Reuber, Hailey Vaughn,
Hyejung Woo, Adleigh Ziegler, Lily Bird, Alexander Bufkin, Emily
Farber, Skeeter Gleason, Helaina Heskett, Gabe Koster, Jedidiah
Pridey, Evie Schippers, Greyson Schippers, Lyla Vang

HONORABLE MENTION

Gabriel Coronado, Kane Epp, Wesley Reuber, Owen Walker,
Emma Cersovsky, Malcom King, Malcom Xavon, Macie
Juenemann, Luis Rivero-Juarez, Jocelyn Bell, Aydan Bieker,
Claire Watkins, Gunner Wente

JH HONOR ROLL - 2023-2024 Q2

PRINCIPAL
Jensen Armknecht, Lillie
Denio, Carter Giancola,
Camryn Gourley, Nathan

Haffner, Jaylen Herl, Sophia
Hernandez, Travis Johnson,
Beau Koster, Beau Matthew,
Harper Mauck, Noah
Nickelson, Ethan Baker, Keiley
Kincaid, Brylie Lindenman,
Porter Meyer, Viley Pridey,
Adison Shipley, Kansas Tso,
Kansas

HONOR ROLL

Baier, Kalleigh Ty Fenner,
Jonathan Graham, Jett Mader,
Tyler Meyer, Rylan Moss, Elliott
Reuber, Vanessa  Schutte,
Bradyn Wilson, Zoey Bland,
Jordan Dardis, Gage Epp,
Sofia Garcia, Madison Mader,
Kooper Moss, Jentry Rhodes,
Davin Wade, Olivia Walker,
Simon Watkins

@ MORTON
/BUILDINGS

HONORABLE MENTION
Lillian Beckman, Wyntr
Kroeker, Paicen Schippers,

Ellie Thummel, Griffiin Zerr,
Kimberly Cano, Evan Farber,
Tristan  Herskowitz, Riley
Milton

RS
SENTINEL

Graphics R NDesian

Let Us Help
You With:

* Company Logos * Business Cards
* Ad Design * Flyers * Posters
* Stickers * Vinyl Graphics
* Window Lettering

* Embroidery * Heat Transfer
716 Main Street,
Hoxie, KS 67740

78h-675-3321

editor@sheridansentinel.com
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WORD AD RATES
$4.25 - first 20 words
$0.15 - per word after

Deadline Noon Tuesday

DISPLAY AD RATES
$5.90 per column inch
Deadline Noon Tuesday.

CLASSIFIEDS

Septic Tank Pumping
&

Installation

LARRY’S
PLUMBING
785-462-3458

HELP WANTED

HELP
Sheridan

WANTED: The
County  Road
& Bridge Department is
accepting  applications  for
an  equipment operator.
Experience and CDL preferred.
This is a full-time position.
Applications may be picked
up at the Road & Bridge Office,
Monday through Friday from
8:00 am - 4:30 pm. Sheridan
County offers competitive
wages, retirement, and health
insurance. For questions and
to request an application by
mail, contact Joe Herskowitz
at 785-675-3621. Applications
will be accepted until the
position is filled. EOE
---20/28---

HELP WANTED:
Bookkeeper/Office Assistant
- Tubbs & Sons Ford Sales
is  accepting  applications
for a fulltime position in
its accounting department.
Applicant must have excellent
communication and computer
skills to include the Microsoft
office suite. Excellent pay and
benefit package. Call 800-369-
3673 or pick up an application
at 810 S. Range, Colby KS.
Tubbs and Sons Ford Sales is
and EOE.

---16/21---

HELP WANTED: Tubbs
& Sons Ford Sales in Colby,
KS has positions open in the
parts & service departments

including  Parts Counter
person and Service
Technician. Positions are

full time. Qualified applicant
starting salary is $4000 per
month plus benefits. Please call
785-460-6746 or stop by and
pick up an application at 810 S
Range Ave, Colby, KS.
---16/21---

HELP WANTED: The
Sheridan Sentinel is looking
for writers/reporters to help
expand our news coverage. We
would like to cover topics such
as school sports, local area
activities & events, health &
wellness, spiritual, politics, as
well as opinion editorials (stand
up and start a conversation,
instead of complaining on
social media while hiding
behind your internet screen).
Articles & photos are paid by
the published column inch,
and due by noon Tuesday.
Paid quarterly, depending on
number of articles and column
inches published (maximum
500 words/article). For more
information, email: editor@
sheridansentinel.com or come
into the office at 716 Main

Street, Hoxle.
---7/TFN---

HELP WANTED: Hoxie
Implement Full time great
paying job with excellent
benefits for irrigation and
farm equipment setup. No
experience required. Apply
in person or contact Hoxie

Implement Co., Inc. 785-

675-3201 or email ed@

hoxieimplement.com.
---24/TFN---

HELP WANTED: Hoxie
Feedyard & PSI are always
interested in visiting with good
people about a good job. We
offer competitive pay and great
benefits. Please call Scott Foote
785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---

SERVICES

SERVICES: Stop by Hoxie
Implement for your factory
direct prices on heavy-duty
commercial batteries; Baldwin
filters for cars, trucks, tractors,

combines, etc.
---40/TFN---

HOME FOR SALE

HOME FOR SALE: Two-
bedroom home in Selden:
nice sunroom, two-car garage,
sprinkler system, partially
unfinished basement, partially
fenced yard. Contact 785-386-
8178

---18/TFN---

Kansas Press
Association

FOR SALE

Place your 25-word
classified in the Kansas Press
Association and 135 more
newspapers for only $300/
week. Find employees, sell
your home or your car. Call the
Kansas Press Association @
785-271-5304 today!

MISCELLANEOUS

VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! 50 Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-
887-7963

PROFESSIONAL LAWN
SERVICE: Fertilization, weed
control, seeding, aeration and
mosquito control. Call now
for a free quote. Ask about our
first application special! 855-
288-8649

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,

Martin,  Fender,  Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,

D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
855-454-6658

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR

MEN’S SPORT WATCHES!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.
Call 844-575-0691

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’” programs
help veterans find work or start
their own business. Call 24/7:
855-612-3543

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable

prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 855-219-8849

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A
recent study shows that a
majority of people struggle to
pay for health coverage. Let
us show you how much you
can save. Call Now for a no-
obligation quote: 1-888-519-
3376 You will need to have your
zip code to connect to the right

provider.
INJURED IN AN
ACCIDENT? Don’t Accept

the insurance company’s first
offer. Many injured parties are
entitled to cash settlements
in the $10,000s. Get a free
evaluation to see what your
case is really worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-888-

920-1883
AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER? STORM

DAMAGE? You need a local
expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Financing
available.

Call 1-877-589-0093 Have zip
code of property ready when
calling!

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can
lead to major damage and
mold growth in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-877-586-
6688. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

NEED NEW WINDOWS?
Drafty rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames? Need outside
noise reduction? New, energy
efficient windows may be the

answer! Call for a consultation
& FREE quote today. 1-866-766-
5558. You will need to have
your zip code to connect to the
right provider.

R L G

The Kansas Press Display Ad Network

the Kansas Press Association.

Wheat Scoop

Continued from page 8

to promote U.S. wheat. The contrast between third-world poverty
he saw in thriving modern cities left an impression on him and
reinforced his support of wheat research to help feed a hungry
world.

Apply for the David Radenberg Memorial Scholarship by
completing the scholarship application at kswheat.com/radenberg.
The application includes a 400-500 word essay discussing why
the applicant has chosen to pursue a career in agriculture. The
selection committee will use this essay, along with the student’s
application and a statement of financial need, in determining the
scholarship winner.

For both scholarships, the application and associated
documents must be submitted to Kansas Wheat at 1990 Kimball
Ave, Manhattan, KS 66502, by Friday, March 15, 2024. Learn more
or download the scholarship applications at https://kswheat.
com/growers/outreach/. More information is also available by
contacting 785-539-0255 or kawg@kswheat.com.
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Ad Rates

$4/week (billed monthly)

785-675-3321

PROF

LESSIONAL

SERVICES

Ask About

multi-week discounts

785-675-3321

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.

“For all your water well needs”

Lance & Coleen Shepard
Owners

785-675-3991
HEIM BODY SHOP

Expert Body Repair &
Paint
Windshield Repair &
Replacement
Vehicle Accessories &
Installation
Thunderstruck Grille

Guards
Spray-in-Bed Liners

785-675-2182

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer
724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531
Fax: 785-675-3220
Ipratt@ruraltel.net

_'-.._: AE --'r.-'rﬁ' i

r~
KLE

F AMVDE NTISTRY
Dr. Brandon Maurath & Dr. Richard Loftus
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Most Insurances Accepted

418 Hudson Ave Oakley, KS
785-672-3101

Hoxie Implement Co., Inc.

CASE Il

AGRICULTURE
785-675-3201

*SEPTIC PUMPING*

Elliott’s
Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240

YOUR AD HERE
1x1’ -$6

1x 2”7 -¢$12

785-675-3321

716 Main St, Hoxie

Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

= ‘New Construction
-7 Remodeling
' Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527

Hoxie, Kansas

Blackwood Family Dentistry
Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Medical Arts Building
501 Garfield
Quinter, KS 67752

" 785 . 754 . 2441

Oakley Cleaners
Drop off M-F at
Flower Barn
Friday Delivery

785-671-3831

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm YOUR AD HERE
Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted
Vitus’ 1x1” - $6

Service Center

* Center Pivot Service & Parts
* Electrical Work & Supplies
* Welding Equipment,
Supplies, Gases
& Steel Sales
* Welders & Air Compressors
Sales & Service

785-675-8780

1x 2”7 -%12

785-675-3321

716 Main St, Hoxie
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HOXIE STATE INSURANCE, INC.
824 Main - PO Box 378 - Hoxie, KS 67740
(785) 675-3263 - Fax (785) 675-3721
inona Office (785) 846-7401
hoxieins@ruraltel.net
Shane - Garrett - Dustin - Jana - Hannah

AUTO - FARM - HOME - CROP - HEALTH - LIFE

HIRSCH LAW OFFICE

785-675-3762

X

Steven W. Hirsch
821 Main Street SENTRY.
Hoxie, KS 67740 HErdwaré 945 Main 5t. * PO Box 198

Hoxie, b5 67740

785-675-3274

AsimBarin fpraad |

L ]

Advertise on This Page

COLO
Be SEEN ~

If you don't advertise, you're invisible!

785-675-3321

31 716 Main Street, Hoxie I'E

Media Conversion, Transfer &
Storage Services Sold Here

Preserve Your Memories

SERVICES FOR YOUR VIDEOS, PHOTOS & AUDIO RECORDINGS

@ Old Formats - Video Tapes (VHS, 8mm, MiniDV) and 8mm &
16mm film - converted to DVD, Blu-Ray Disc or Data Files

® New Formats - Videos on SD Cards, Smart Phones
& DVDs - converted to Blu-Ray Disc or MP4 data files

@ Slides & Photos - scanned to JPG ar TIF Files
@ Audio Cassettes, Reels & LPs - converted to CD or MP3

@ Subscriphtions to LightJar - private cloud storage service
for sharing your videos & photos

® Editing Services for Special Event Videos

Ask Uz gor more /ngormalion. or Fricing

The Sheridan Sentinel
716 Main Street, PO Box 78
Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3321
sentinel@sheridansentinel.com

Eland Title (N' Mapes & Miller LLP

Comp any Income Tax Preparation
Tax Projections
) Farm & Business Planning
736 Main Bookkeeping & Payroll
PO Box 565 Don E. Tilton, CPA

i Stephanie M. Heier, CPA
Hoxie, KS 67740

eland@ruraltel.net CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

785-675-3217| |877-754-2111

230 Main Street
PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmecpas .net

For Custom Quotes:
Call 785-675-3321 or Email: sentinel@sheridansentinel.com

For Windows, Vehicles,
Magnets Any Size!
High quality images on vinyl!

Indoor/Outdoor
Grommets Available

Print mass amounts of
flyers for your business!

Temporary/Permanent
Indoor/Outdoor

Copies up to
11x17”
Office Supplies
Stop in
or Call us
Today!



