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True AbundanceTrue Abundance
isn’t based on ourisn’t based on our

net worth,net worth,
it’s based on ourit’s based on our

self-worthself-worth
~Gabrielle Bernstein~Gabrielle Bernstein
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Abundance is Abundance is 
not something not something 

we acquire.we acquire.
It is something It is something 
we tune into.we tune into.
~Dr. Wayne Dyer~Dr. Wayne Dyer
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Dr. John Neuenschwander’s 100th 
birthday was on March 9, 2026. His 
birthday celebration with family was held 
earlier on March 7, 2026, hosted by Karl 
and Lu Neuenschwander at their home 
in Hoxie, Kansas. Three generations of 
immediate family celebrated with him, 
including his children - Daren Archer 
(Steve), Jim Neuenschwander (CeeAnn), 
Ronna Neuenschwander, and Karl 
Neuenschwander (Lu) - and his daughter-
in-law, Syliva Neuenschwander. He was 
also joined by his grandchildren - Lori, 
Cindy (Nathan), Mark, Dena, Jamie 
(James), Bowe (partner, Grace), Katelin - 
and his great-granddaughter, Amaya. In 
addition to a family meal and pictures, 
the family also enjoyed listening to music 
from the treasured Swiss house music 
box, gifted to Dr. John’s grandfather in 
1893, and watching home movies dating 
back to 1947.

John Rapp Neuenschwander was born 
on March 9, 1926 in a rural area south of Indianapolis, Indiana to Reverend John 
and Marie Neuenschwander. He spent his childhood in small towns around the 
midwest and was the middle of five children. John graduated from high school in 
Linn, Missouri, at 16 years of age. After one year at Mission House College, John 
joined his two older sisters at Washington University in St. Louis (WashU). He 
boarded and worked at the Missouri School for the Blind, where he learned to read 
and write braille. It was during this time that his older sister, Miriam, introduced 
John to his future wife, Gloria Simpson.

John was drafted to serve in the U.S. Navy in August 1944 and was certified an 
Electronic Technician’s Mate 2nd Class in November 1945. As the war was over, he 
was placed in the U.S. Navy Reserve and served in Norfolk, Virginia, processing 
discharge papers for eligible reserves. He was honorably discharged in September 
1946.

John and Gloria were married by his father, Rev. Neuenschwander, in rural Mt. 
Vernon, Missouri, on September 22, 1946. John continued his education at WashU 
while Gloria, who had graduated, worked in a chemical lab. John graduated from 
WashU School of Medicine with his Medical Doctorate in 1951 and completed his 
internship at Menorah Medical Center in Kansas City, Missouri in 1952.

Dr. John and Gloria knew they wanted to settle in a small town where they could 
raise their family and he could practice general medicine. They found that the 
town of Hoxie, Kansas, was building a new hospital and looking for a doctor. In 
July 1952, Dr. John, Gloria, and their two children - John Rand and Daren - moved 
to Hoxie and Dr. John opened his medical practice in the front of the family home 
at 1401 Queen Avenue. Over the next four years, their younger three children - 
Jim, Ronna, and Karl - were born in the newly opened Sheridan County Hospital.

Dr. John was a general practitioner in Hoxie, for more than 45 years. Respected 
for his service to the community, he cared for and delivered multiple generations of 
families in the area. For most of his early time practicing medicine, he was the only 
medical doctor in Sheridan County. In an article about small town medical care 
published in 1970 in an area paper, Dr. John’s workday was described as follows:

Dr. John still makes house calls, but most of his patients come into the office 
for medical care or go to the hospital in case of emergency. His day is long, and 
the work is hard. He arrives at the hospital by 7AM if he has surgery scheduled, 
or 7:30 otherwise. If there’s no surgery, he works on records and insurance papers 
- a job which has become increasingly more complicated and demanding with 
the years. From 8 to 10AM, Dr. John makes his hospital rounds. Office hours 
are from 10 to 11:30AM and from 1 to 5PM. Approximately 30 patients visit the 
office on an average day, during which he usually fits in one house call. After his 
evening hospital rounds, he arrives home about 6:30PM. There’s usually one or 
two hospital calls during the evening. The day’s work seems long at times, but Dr. 
John was prepared for it. “When my generation went into medicine, we expected 
to work long hours,” he said.

Dr. John was designated as a charter Fellow of the American Academy of Family 
Physicians in 1973, an honor recognizing physicians who have distinguished 
themselves through service to family medicine, community involvement, and 
ongoing professional development. Dr. John also served as a preceptor for more 
than 40 years. This program pairs medical students with rural physicians for four 
weeks of hands-on experience in community-based medicine. Dr. John and his 
son, Dr. John Rand, were awarded Co-preceptor of the Year by The University of 
Kansas School of Medicine in both 1977 and 1997. At his retirement party in 1997, 
Dr. John said “I have sponsored preceptees since 1953 - our most recent preceptee, 
who left in August, was our 171st.”

In addition to his respected reputation as a practitioner, Dr. John had a signature 
style he was known for in his practice - a button down shirt and a bowtie. It was a 
practical choice with an amusing origin - after inadvertently wrapping his necktie 
into a plaster cast in his early days, he calmly cut it off and only wore a bowtie to 
work thereafter.

Dr. John retired from full time medical practice in October of 1997 in order to 
aid in the recruitment of a new doctor for Hoxie. He continued to serve part time 
to cover for vacations, meetings, etc. as needed until fully retiring on January 1, 
2000.

Outside of work, Dr. John and Gloria enjoyed building their lives in the Hoxie 
community. They were both ordained elders in First Presbyterian Church and Dr. 
John was an active member of the Hoxie Rotary Club. Dr. John loved the outdoors 
and enjoyed hunting, fishing, bee keeping, and gardening. These activities 
provided many family traditions across the years, including harvesting honey, 
canning vegetables, and making venison sausage, jerky, and sauerkraut. An avid 
photographer, Dr. John and Gloria also spent many months restoring and making 
prints of glass negatives from the Nelson Long collection, which has since been 
digitized by the Sheridan County Historical Society. After their children were 
grown, Dr. John and Gloria took up quilting together and notably made hand-
stitched quilts for each of their grandchildren. Dr. John often remarked that he 
enjoyed these evenings of hand stitching, as it kept his fingers nimble for suturing.

In June 2008, Gloria had a fall and entered the hospital. She was later transferred 
to the Long Term Care Unit (LTCU) where Dr. John tried to visit her every day.  
Gloria died on November 12, 2012.  They had been married for more than 66 years. 

Dr. John entered the LTCU in September 2016, shortly after his son, Dr. John 
Rand. Dr. John Rand died on December 14, 2016.   

Currently, Dr. John lives at the LTCU. His mind is still sharp and he likes to tell 
stories from his younger days. He joins his family for Sunday dinners and other 
celebrations.  He enjoys watching old home movies, as well as cheering on the 
Kansas City Chiefs, Kansas City Royals, St. Louis Cardinals, and KU Jayhawks.

Dr. John Neuenschwander - 
100th Birthday

2026 
Sheridan County

Benefit Walk 
June 5

The time is fast approaching for the 
2026 Sheridan County Benefit Walk, 
to be held Friday, June 5, at the Hoxie 
fairgrounds. The event will kick-off with 
a pulled pork supper at 6 PM, followed 
by a silent auction, balloon launch, door 
prizes, a raffle drawing, and a special time 

of remembrance for those benefactors who have passed away.
If you are new to the area or unfamiliar with this event, it was established in 2010 to 

aid individuals in Sheridan County who are undergoing life altering situations such as 
serious illness, ongoing debilitating health conditions, fires, and tornadoes, to name 
a few. Money is donated to families, regardless of need, to help with expenses. This 
money is raised by selling raffle tickets for donated prizes, business and individual 
donations, memorials, luminary bags bought and displayed to remember friends and 
family who have passed away or to honor those who have survived a life-threatening 
disease, and a free will donation supper.

The SCBW is a non-profit organization, with all money raised, minus minimal 
operating expenses, being used to benefit residents of Sheridan County. Over 100 
families were helped in 2025, due to the generous donations from the community.

Teams are formed to sell raffle tickets and t-shirts and collect donations. If you 
would like to join a team, please contact a board member or sub-committee member. 
Board members are Don Oelke, Annette Follis, Glenda Heier, Renee Spresser, Steve 
Heim, Elise Heim, Elsie Rietcheck, Maureen Bruggeman, Roger Aumiller, and Amy 
Seegmiller. Sub-committee members are Joyce Tice, Janelle Cooper, Amy Spillman, 
Courtney Gaede, and Lindsey Sauvage. 

The Benefit Walk is open to anyone who would like to attend, so bring your friends 
and relatives, and join us for a fun-filled evening June 65h. We are looking forward to 
a another great event this year.

Our Nation’s Birthday – 1976
By Don Pickinpaugh
The summer sun blazed mercilessly, casting waves of heat across the dry Kansas 

grasslands as cars jostled for any available spot along the dusty road leading to 
the Elks Lodge. As we neared the festivities, it became clear the parking lot was 
overflowing, forcing many to squeeze their cars into the uneven ditches alongside 
the road. For a kid like me, this chaotic scene was a treasure trove of excitement, 
signaling that loads of other young kids would be roaming about. I was eager to see 
many of my friends and find out what they had been up to over the summer.

My dad expertly steered our small blue Mustang into a snug space just by the Elks 
Lodge entrance. As I popped out of the car in the hot breeze, families were making 
their way to the colorful tables set up alongside the Elks Lodge. The air buzzed with 
anticipation, and I felt an electric thrill as I realized this was going to be a fun-filled 
night. Unable to contain my excitement any longer, I told my parents I would catch up 
with them later and darted off, my heart racing as I ran to find my buddies.

Giant cut-up watermelons were laid out along several white tables, their vibrant 
green rinds contrasting beautifully with their deep red flesh. Dozens of moms, with 
bright smiles and excitement in their eyes, expertly sliced through the thick skin, 
serving generous wedges to the townsfolk who had traveled for the much-anticipated 
annual fireworks display. The air was thick with laughter and chatter as people lined 
up to sink their teeth into the juicy, sweet, and refreshing watermelon.

As kids, we wanted to be off on our own, away from prying adult eyes. After all, 
who wanted to sit quietly when games abounded? We grabbed our slices and dashed 
away to the lush fringe of grass bordering the ninth hole of our local golf course. 
The dark green turf was an inviting seat. Close by, families were setting up their 
chairs in anticipation of the display to come. Tonight was particularly special; the sky 
would soon burst into brilliant colors, heralding our nation’s 200th birthday. A thrill 
coursed through us as we nestled upon the soft grass, ready to indulge in our ripe 
watermelon. Games quickly turned into friendly competitions to see who could spit 
the tiny black seeds the farthest. Each seed flew through the air like a tiny projectile 
floating in the wind.

As the late afternoon waned and dusk descended, the western skies transformed 
into a canvas of soft pastels. The final golden rays of sunlight cast their last warm 
glow over the Elks Lodge. Beside me, my friends and I played jokes on each other, 
waiting for the event to begin.

On the other side of the valley, near the tee box, a group of men busily arranged the 
final details of the fireworks display, ensuring everything was in place. There would 
be no surprises or accidental explosions. Meanwhile, the town’s fire truck eased 
into position near the men, its red paint gleaming under the fading daylight. The 
volunteer firefighters emerged, vigilant and prepared, ready to combat any rogue 
spark that might ignite the parched grass surrounding the golf course. The lack of 
rain during the summer months in the plains always brought extra caution.

Then, without warning, the atmosphere shifted with an electrifying bang, 
commanding everyone’s attention. This hair-raising, thunderous explosion 
reverberated through the earth beneath us. The show had begun. Moments later, 
the air ignited with another barrage of fireworks, which roared to life and launched 
into the night sky. We all gazed upward, eager to see the breathtaking display of 
colors that would soon illuminate the darkness, each burst painting the heavens with 
fleeting brilliance.

The dark summer sky transformed into a breathtaking picture as vibrant red, 
white, and blue fireworks cascaded like sparkling waterfalls, celebrating our nation’s 
independence with a dazzling display. As young boys, we stood wide-eyed in awe, 
feeling immense pride for the land that had welcomed us into the world. Near the 
end, a symphony of loud explosions with bursts of colors and lights illuminated the 
night in every direction.

People stood and gave a thunderous round of applause as the grand finale began. 
An American flag was revealed, its radiant colors coming to life in the night sky. 
The blue stars, along with the red and white stripes, evoked powerful emotions as I 
watched. Many veterans stood at attention, their faces etched with reverence, saluting 
the flag that represented our freedom and collective spirit. It was an unforgettable 
scene, an emblematic celebration of our nation’s 200th birthday on July 4, 1976—a 
moment that captured the essence of pride, history, and unity.
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WPAA Presents
Queen City Jazz Band

March 22, Western Plains Arts Association sponsors 
the Queen City Jazz Band at the Goodland High School 
Auditorium in Goodland at 3:00 PM central (2:00 PM 
mountain time).

This traditional jazz band was founded in Denver 
more than 60 years ago and is recognized across the 
nation for playing outstanding traditional, Dixieland, 
gospel and spiritual music. The group has also toured 
widely across Europe.

Admission to this show is with a WPAA season ticket 
or an individual program ticket which may be purchased 
at the door. Thank you to the area sponsors, especially 
the Sherman County Community Foundation, and the 
Dane Hansen Foundation.

Also sponsored in part by the state of Kansas 
through the Kansas Arts Commission and the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
March 5: Nina Soriano Hunter
March 7: Linsay Barrett
March 8: Amy Seegmiller, Vala Albers, David Weis
March 10: Mark Miller, Lindsay Oakley, Debbie 

Koerperich, Joe Zodrow, Raymond Zodrow
March 11: Jacob Mosier, Lois Neff, Margee Wilson, 

Clay Bruggeman
March 13: Elaine Koerperich, Jami Shaw, Sara 

Kennedy, Lynetta Cressler
March 14: Cole Wachendorfer, Connor Stanton, 

Micah Goscha
March 15: Levi Rogers
March 16: Marvin Kaus, Mary Peter, Josh Mosier
March 17: Betty Barnett, Boyd Wilson, Dan Campbell
March 18: David Gould, Nick Rall, Cody Jacobs
Congratulations to great-grandparents, Steve & 

Helen Carman and Bob & Elaine Koerperich on the 
arrival of Kendall Koerperich on February 26.  Kendall’s 
parents are Kory & Fernada Koerperich of Tucson, AZ.

The Selden Senior Citizens met on February 26, at 
the Community Center for a delicious meal prepared 
by Gloria Goscha of Midway Cafe followed by an 
afternoon of pinochle.  Those enjoying the day included 
Margee Wilson, Helen Carman, and Steve Skubal.  
Those staying to play cards included Shirley Emigh, 
Kou Lovin, Boyd Wilson, JR Albers, and Steve Carman.

The Tripoley Club met on Wednesday, March 4. 
Those enjoying a salad luncheon and the game included 
Shirley Emigh, Helen Carman, Elaine Koerperich, and 
Jacque Boultinghouse. The next Tripoley meet will be 
April 2, at the Community Center.

It is time once again to check addresses and other 
information of yourself, other family members, 
classmates, and friends, in the Jennings Alumni book. 
Please contact Marge Hartzog at 785-678-3010 to leave 
text or oral messages or hartzog@ruraltel.net for email 
messages. Please leave phone or email contact info if 
you would like to be contacted that way.

Senator Rick Billinger 
and Representative Jim 
Minnix plan to have 
a Town Hall Meeting 
in Hoxie on Tuesday, 
March 31, 2026.

The meeting will be 
from 11:00 – 11:45 AM at 
the Impact Community 
Center – 820 Main.

Isolated 
On 

Purpose
T h e 

l o n e l i e s t 
seasons of my 
life

w e r e 
the holiest 
seasons of my 

life.
Because when God wants to build a man,
He doesn’t send applause.
He sends isolation.
There was a time I thought I was surrounded.
Phones buzzing.
People laughing.
Rooms full of noise.
But I was starving.
Starving for truth.
Starving for depth.
Starving for something real.
I had people around me…
but no alignment.
And the moment I stopped shrinking myself to 

fit the room,
the room got quiet real fast.
That’s when I realized something.
Some people don’t love you.
They love access to you.
And when access changes,
so does their loyalty.
That season hurt.
I questioned everything.
But God carved a truth into my chest:
He will empty your circle
before He elevates your calling.
Because you can’t carry destiny
while dragging distractions.
Isolation is where the surgery happens.
No crowd to impress.
No noise to hide behind.
Just you… and God.
That’s where I had to face something hard.
I wasn’t just 

betrayed.
I was 

undisciplined.
I wasn’t just 

hurt.
I was hiding.
God didn’t 

isolate me to 
break me.

He isolated 
me to strip me.

Strip the 
ego.

Strip the approval addiction.
Strip the version of me that needed a crowd to 

feel valuable.
And when that burned off…
what was left?
A man who understood something powerful:
Peace is better than popularity.
Alignment is better than attention.
Obedience is better than applause.
Now my circle is small.
And that’s not weakness.
That’s wisdom.
Because a man who survives isolation
doesn’t fear silence anymore.
He finds God in it.
So if you’re in that quiet season right now…
if the phone isn’t ringing…
if the circle got smaller…
good.
Stay there long enough to hear God clearly.
Because when God isolates a man,
He isn’t burying him.
He’s building him.
And the man who can stand alone with God
will never bow to the world again.
You didn’t lose your circle.
God protected your calling.

Spring Break Activities
at FHSU Kansas Wetlands 

Education Center
 
By FHSU University Communications
Hays – Fort Hays State University’s Kansas Wetlands 

Education Center (KWEC) will host a variety of free 
daily hands-on activities each afternoon of Spring 
Break, March 16-20, providing a chance for people to 
get out and explore the diversity of the wetlands. 

A different activity will take place from 1-4 p.m. 
each day. The event is informal, come-and-go, and no 
registration is required. Activities are geared toward 
school-aged children. After enjoying the hands-on 
activities, visitors can check out the center’s interactive 
exhibition hall, classroom with live animals, 16-minute 
video about Cheyenne Bottoms, and walk the nature 
trail. They can also grab a map and take a self-guided 
tour of the wetlands. 

Events include: 
Monday, March 16 – All About That Bass 
Get ready for a fintastic fishy adventure! Students 

will discover how awesome fish features, like cool 
mouths, speedy tails, and wiggly body shapes, help 
them survive and thrive. Then it’s time to get crafty and 
create their very own paper fish with fun adaptations of 
their choice. 

Tuesday, March 17 – Terrariums to Go
Ever want to have your own pocket-sized world? Well, 

now you can. Learn what goes into creating a perfect 
habitat for living creatures and put it into practice by 
making your very own terrarium to take home and 
enjoy your own little world. 

Wednesday, March 18 – Bioluminescent Beetles: 
Fantastic Fireflies 

Fireflies, lightning bugs, glowworms, blinkies, moon 
bugs, golden sparklers, marsh flickers; no matter what 
you call them, these bioluminescent beetles have a 
unique way of capturing our attention. Flash on over to 
learn more about these insects. We will learn about how 
and why they glow at night and craft a paper lantern 
inspired by fireflies for you to take home with you. 

Thursday, March 19 – Cheyenne Bottoms Buffet
As many as 41 species of shorebirds migrate to 

Cheyenne Bottoms each year. With so many migrants, 
you might be wondering how all of these birds find 
enough food to eat. Migrate out to the Kansas Wetlands 
Education Center to learn about microhabitats as well 
as how these shorebirds eat. In addition, we will be 
making a flapping bird for you to take home. 

Friday, March 20 – A Wild Introduction to Field 
Journaling

Did you know some of history’s most groundbreaking 
ideas, expeditions, and discoveries began in the pages of 
a field journal? Such as Charles Darwin’s sketches from 
the Galapagos Islands and Lewis and Clark’s charts 
from their expedition. So, let’s get started on your very 
own field journal. Together, you will learn tricks and 
tips to not only draw your observations but also write 
about and understand what they mean. Afterwards, we 
will put your skills to the test with a walk through our 

USDA Approval of SNAP 
Soda and Candy Waiver

Topeka – Governor Laura Kelly announced that the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
approved Kansas’ Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) Food Restriction Waiver.

“Today, Kansas joins 21 other states in implementing 
restrictions on candy and soda purchases with SNAP 
dollars,” Governor Laura Kelly said. “I have always 
supported policies that incentivize healthy eating, 
including axing the state sales tax on food to put more 
money back in Kansans’ pockets. Going forward, I 
would encourage the USDA to develop a nationwide 
eligibility strategy to reduce confusion and uncertainty 
for retailers and recipients alike.”

The approved waiver, which will go into effect 
February 15, 2027, will exclude all candy and soda 
beverages (also known as soft drinks) from the 
definition of eligible foods under 7 CFR 271.2 for 
purchase with SNAP benefits. Candy and soda are 
defined by the state’s food and sales tax laws within the 
state retailer tax:

•	 Candy is defined as a preparation of sugar, 
honey, or other natural or artificial sweeteners in 

Continued on page 7
Continued on page 8



Lady Indians Finish Season at Sub-State
By Carley Cooper
The Hoxie Lady Indians basketball season came to an end on Friday, March 8. 

The Lady Indians had a very successful season with a record of 24-1 going into the 
Sub-State Championship against the Oakley Lady Plainsmen in Smith Center. The 
Indians and Plainsmen had battled three times this season, with the Indians winning 
the first two, including the MCL League Championship. Both teams are well-coached 
and have very talented athletes. In the first quarter, the Indians and Plainsmen were 
neck and neck at 14-18; the second quarter ended 24-32. After halftime, the Indians 
came back in the third quarter and brought the game within 1 point, before the 
Plainsmen pulled away in the fourth quarter with a final score of 59-72.

This season, the Lady Indians big accomplishments included winning the Purple 
and Gold Tournament and the MCL League Championship. These ladies have lots to 
look forward to in the next season. “I am very grateful for everything this team has 
given me. My coaches have taught me many lessons throughout the season that I will 
never forget,” said senior Allie Gourley. “The bonds and friendships formed by this 
team will forever be something I will hold close. I wish we could have continued our 
season, but we fought hard, and I am proud of the name on the front of my jersey. I 
wouldn’t have done it with any other team.”

The Indians had three Seniors on this year’s team, Allie Gourley, Avery Mauck, 
and Macie Juenemann, who all had successful high school careers. Allie Gourley and 
Avery Mauck will play in the all-star game in Colby on March 29.

Golden Plains Juniors Addy Wessel and Brielle Karnes placed second at the 
Northern Valley Forensics Meet on February 28, to qualify for State Champs in 
May. Wessel has also qualified for state in IDA with partner Katie Carter and in 
Humorous Solo. (Photo by Robynn Wessel)

By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains High School Forensics Team had additional state qualifications 

at the Northern Valley Meet in Almena on February 28.  Several team members 
placed or tried new events.  The team placed third overall behind Phillipsburg and 
Norton.

Katie Carter and Addy Wessel are by no means a new partnership, but they 
continue their winning streak by placing 1st in IDA.  Addy’s other partnership with 
Brielle Karnes was also fruitful with a 2nd place in Duet and another qualification for 
state champs! Addy tried humorous solo for the first time and decided to qualify for 
her 3rd event at state champs by placing 1st in humorous solo.

Poetry continues to be a difficult category. Takoda Cline and Madison Focke didn’t 
quite make finals round, but with the quality of their performances, it’s just a matter of 
time. Tanner Black did make finals and placed 5th! Maleea Valdez qualified for finals 
again in Serious Solo and placed 7th. Searee Bruggeman filled in for impromptu for 
the first time and also placed 7th. Searee partnered up with Kaytlin Kennedy in duet 
and IDA and just missed finals round, but they had some great comments and scores 
in the preliminary rounds. A new partnership that tried out IDA today was Javier 
Romero and Christian Garcia. They had some great draws and good scores, but also 
missed out on finals round. 

“It was another crazy awesome day of forensics today!” exclaimed Coach Robynn 
Wessel.  “These kids never cease to amaze me.  I am so proud of all of these kids and 
their hard work, effort, and commitment.

Forensics Team Members Place in Almena

Golden Plains 
Sophomores Takoda 
Cline, Madison Focke, 
and Searee Bruggeman 
concentrate on their 
DNA Extraction 
experiment in Biology 
class. (Photo by Judy 
Rogers)

DNA Discoveries in Biology

Senior Diego Perez 
stays on defense against 
the Cheylin Cougars on 
February 23. (Photo by 
Alicia Vargas)

By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains High School boys’ basketball team finished their season in the 

quarterfinal round of Sub-State with a 32-38 loss to Cheylin in McDonald on February 
23.

The Dogs opened with a two shots from senior Diego Perez. The Cougars matched 
those shots and pulled ahead 8-4 by the end of the first quarter. Dylan Wark and 
Adam Ritter put in 9 points for the Bulldogs in the second quarter. The Cougars only 
added 6 as the Dogs closed the spread 13-14 by the half.

Perez pulled the Dogs ahead to start the third with two free throws. The Cougars 
tied it back up only to have the Dogs regain the lead once more. They traded shots 
throughout with the Dogs holding a 22-21 lead at the end of the third.

The back-and-forth battle continued during the fourth and final quarter. The Dogs 
kept the game tied at 29 before the Cougars pulled ahead. Wark hit a final three for 
the Bulldogs, but the Cougars finished with a final shot and free throws of their own 
to claim the win 38-32.

Wark finished the game with 13 Bulldog points. Perez added 10, Javier Romero 
4, Ruxin Arnberger 4, and Adam Ritter 1. Perez pulled down 9 rebounds, Wark 7, 
Romero 5, Arnberger 4, Kelby Buehler 3, Cristian Garcia 2, and Ritter 1. Perez and 
Wark each had 3 assists and Romero 1. Romero, Wark, and Perez each had 2 steals, 
and Arnberger 1.

Seniors Diego Perez and Dylan Wark 
finished their high school career. Wark 
scored 323 points his senior season and 
totaled 1278 throughout high school. 
He had 102 rebounds, 48 assists, 61 
deflections, 48 steals, and 2 blocks as a 
senior. “I enjoyed my senior season,” said 
Wark. “I enjoyed helping the younger 
players understand the game and playing 
with our team. I encourage next year’s 
team to keep working hard every day.”

Perez scored 279 points this year. 
He had 131 rebounds, 49 assists, 74 
deflections, 53 steals, and 7 blocks 
throughout the season. “It was fun just 
being with the team and playing with the 
team,” said Perez. “They always brought 
the energy and we all got along. I would 
encourage the younger athletes to stay 
committed and work hard both on and off 
the court.”

Bulldog Finish Season at Sub-State

Golden Plains Sophomores Elizabeth Weiner (11) and Adilyn Meier (15) fight 
for the ball against the Wheatland/Grinnell Lady Thunderhawks in Grainfield 
on March 2. The Lady Bulldogs fought hard but finished their season with a loss 
to the Hawks. (Photo by Judy Rogers)

Lady Bulldogs Finish Season
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US 83 Freight Technology 
Upgrades Underway

The Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) 
has begun phase two of the U.S. 83 Advanced 
Technology Project, which will install advanced 
highway technology along U.S. 83 from Rexford to 
Liberal. This phase will install highway technology 
in Finney, Scott, Thomas, Haskell, Seward and Logan 
counties.

Work will take place at 28 sites along this corridor. 
Key improvements include upgrading four signalized 
intersections with connected vehicle technology 
and freight signal priority, including Freight Video 
Detection Systems. The project will also add nine 
permanent portable dynamic message signs, 14 CCTV 
cameras, two permanent dynamic message signs, 
one road weather information system and two wind 
speed and visibility detector sites. These upgrades 
will provide travelers with real-time updates on 
roadway conditions, traffic delays and closures through 
KanDrive and message boards while also supporting 
improved mobility and efficiency for truck traffic.

Phillips Southern Electric Company Inc., of Wichita, 
is the contractor for this $2.5 million project. Completion 
is expected in spring 2027, weather permitting.

For more information, contact Yazmin Moreno, 
KDOT Southwest Public Information Officer, at (620) 
765-7080.

KDOC and BLM Extend
Wild Horse and Burro Program 

to Hutchinson Correctional 
Facility

Hutchinson - The Kansas Department of Corrections 
(KDOC) and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
have reached an agreement to extend the Wild Horse 
and Burro Program at the Hutchinson Correctional 
Facility (HCF). This extension ensures the program 
remains active through May 31, 2026, while both 
agencies work toward a long-term contract to secure 
the program’s future.

The decision directly prevents the immediate closure 
of a program that has been in operation for over 25 
years. By extending the partnership, both agencies are 
prioritizing the following:

•	 Animal Welfare: Approximately 300 wild 
horses and burros will remain at HCF under the care of 
experienced handlers, avoiding immediate relocation 
to long-term holding facilities.

•	 Workforce Retention: The extension saves the 
specialized roles of resident horse handlers, allowing 
these individuals to continue gaining vocational skills 
in animal husbandry and training.

•	 Program Continuity: The additional time 
allows both the BLM and KDOC to negotiate 
sustainable funding and operational model to keep this 
rehabilitative program active indefinitely.

Since its inception in 2001, the Wild Horse and Burro 
program at HCF has been a cornerstone of the BLM’s 
adoption efforts, providing halter and saddle training 
to wild horses to make them suitable for private 
ownership. The program also serves a critical role 
in the rehabilitation of residents, offering emotional 
growth and professional skills that aid in successful 
reentry into society.

FHSU Announces Opportunities 
for Next Generation of 

Entrepreneurs
By FHSU University Communications
Hays - High school seniors ready to turn 

entrepreneurial ambition into action can take the 
next step this fall at Fort Hays State University 
(FHSU). Through hands-on programs and real-world 
experiences, students transform ideas into viable 
business opportunities while building practical skills 
that last a lifetime.

Experiential programs such as the Youth 
Entrepreneurship Challenge, EPI²C Weekend 
Challenge, and Faulkner Business Plan Challenge 
provide students with opportunities to develop 
innovative ideas, collaborate with mentors, and pitch 
their concepts in competitive environments. These 
immersive experiences foster confidence and create 
a strong foundation for launching and growing a 
business.

FHSU is also home to the Dane G. Hansen 
Entrepreneurship Hall, the only residential community 
in Kansas designed specifically for students interested 
in starting their own businesses. Open to students of all 
majors, Hansen Hall connects driven individuals with 
mentors, resources, and a collaborative peer network 
focused on innovation and action.

“Fort Hays State University helps students turn ideas 
into real businesses by providing access to the tools 
needed to create and launch ventures,” said Henry 
Schwaller, FHSU senior lecturer in management. 
“Through Dane G. Hansen Entrepreneurship Hall and 
our entrepreneurial campus environment, students 
don’t just learn about business – they live it, collaborate 
across disciplines, and build ventures that make an 
impact.”

Prospective students and families are invited to 
experience this unique environment at the Hansen 
Hall Open House on Monday, March 31, from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Guests will tour the facility, explore the E-Lab, enjoy 
refreshments, and meet current student entrepreneurs 
who call Hansen Hall home.

Space in Hansen Hall is limited and fills quickly. 
Students are encouraged to apply early to secure their 
spot and immerse themselves in an entrepreneurial 
experience from day one.

Apply through FHSU Residential Life or email 
entrepreneurship@fhsu.edu for additional information.

Senator Rick Billinger 
Newsletter

3/9/26
In my previous newsletter I mentioned property tax 

relief for senior citizens and disabled veterans. Under 
current law to qualify for this property tax adjustment 
a home must be valued at less than $350,000 for a 
person eligible. Last week SB 402 was passed out of 
the Senate and sent to the House for approval. SB 402 
would increase the value to $375,000 or less to those 
who qualify for this tax relief.

An update on our budget: Last Tuesday the Senate 
bill Sub SB 315 was debated and passed on the Senate 
floor. The vote represents a key step in the process 
towards adopting a budget for FY 2027. The budget 
focuses funding on core state responsibilities such as 
education, public safety, and transportation. With 70% 
of the budget dedicated to court-mandated spending 
on K-12 education and human services, the budget 
wisely holds the line on true discretionary spending 
and provisions that will help root out waste, paving the 
way for a positive fiscal future for our state.

After the incidents in Minnesota this year and similar 
dangerous interactions between left-wing protestors 
and law enforcement around the country, it became 
important to review our laws and close loopholes that 
exist to protect both the public and law enforcement in 
situations that may develop in the future. The Senate 
President worked with law enforcement to create SB 
452, which would create the crime of unlawful approach 
of a first responder and would incorporate federal law 
enforcement officers, their vehicles and enforcement of 
federal law into certain traffic, criminal and tort laws. 
This new law passed the Senate and has been passed to 
the House for approval.

The Senate passed Sub HB 2299 which establishes a 
bell-to-bell prohibition on the use of cell phones for all 
public and KSDE accredited non-public schools giving 
our state’s teachers a distraction-free environment 
where students can focus on learning.

The Senate adopted HCR 5033 which ratifies and 
provides for the continuation of the state of disaster 
emergency declaration issued on February 24, 2026, 
for certain counties.  This resolution is a continuation 
for the wildfires in western Kansas, including all the 
counties in our 40th Senate District.

I am honored and grateful to represent the 40th 
Senate District in Kansas. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me by email: rick.billinger@senate.ks.gov 
or call me with your questions or concerns. My office 
number is 785 296-7399 or my cell number is 785 899-
4700. If you are in Topeka, stop by my office at 545-S.

Property Tax Change Challenges
The 2026 Kansas Legislature will struggle the last 

few weeks of this session to lower property taxes on 
residential property and find the revenue to fund the 
change. Surging home values and stagnant commercial 
assessments have forced homeowners to shoulder a 
larger share of property taxes. Decades of granting 
commercial and industrial property tax exemptions 
have resulted in residential taxpayers paying the lion’s 
share for schools, roads, and emergency services. The 
velocity of home price increases (especially after the 
pandemic) has outpaced the higher commercial rate. 

In 1985, the Legislature authorized a statewide 
reappraisal of all real estate properties. Most properties 
at that time had not been revalued for many years or 
longer. This created horrible inequities between similar 
properties in terms of valuations and taxes. In 1990, 
by a constitutional amendment, Kansans passed a 
tax rate for residential property at 11.5% of appraised 
value and the rate for commercial properties at 25%. 
Once the dust settled from these changes, residential 
property owners paid 38% of total property taxes while 
other classifications, primarily commercial, accounted 
for the remaining 62%. In 2024, residential property 
owners paid 57% of all property taxes while commercial 
and other property owners paid 43%. 

In 2006, any newly acquired commercial or industrial 
machinery and equipment was exempted from 
property tax. The Kansas Legislature has removed 
additional items from tax rolls, including certain 
business machinery, boats and personal property, 
often to attract new business. Commercial properties 
built with Industrial Revenue Bonds or given economic 
development exemptions by local boards can avoid 
property taxes for up to 10 years. These exemptions 
remove possible revenue streams (primarily for 
counties and cities) that pay for public services and 
transfer the tax burden to other property types for a 
period. If a commercial property has its value reduced 
as part of a hearing with the county appraiser or the 
Kansas Board of Tax Appeals, this lower value is 
maintained for an additional two years. Median home 
sale prices in Kansas in 2016 were $159,000. In 2024, 
the median price was $305,000. At the same time, 
commercial loan values have increased by half that 
rate.  

Most of the solutions for narrowing the disparity 
between residential and commercial property 
taxes require legislative or constitutional changes. 
Colorado had the Gallagher Amendment that made 
it a requirement for residential properties to pay 
no more than 45% of the total property taxes in the 
state. It was repealed in Colorado in 2020. Kansas 
lawmakers have proposed the ‘Cap Assessed Value 
Protection Amendment,’ which would limit property 
tax assessment increases to 3% for most real estate and 
residential mobile homes in 2027. This measure has a 
look-back provision that would value 2027 assessments 
at no more than 3% above their 2022 levels, effectively 
rolling back significant valuation spikes seen during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Because local governments 
budget for essential services that are relatively fixed, 
capping valuations will simply force a mathematical 
spike in the mill levy to cover the funding gap. By 
looking back to 2022 and its lower values for the 2027 
tax year, it won’t take long before many properties are 
extremely undervalued, which will lead to a painful 
correction for taxpayers as happened in the late 1980’s. 
Today, state statutes require that appraisals remain 
within 10% of market value. Kansas lowered property 
taxes (particularly for schools) in the early 1990’s by 
increasing the state sales tax and income taxes. Is 
Kansas at that juncture now? Strip local governments of 
their key funding source (property tax) will necessarily 
underfund police protection, ambulance services, 
passable roads and clean parks. What services are 
residents willing to forego in favor of lower taxes?   

Glyphosate Saga
 
Now that President Trump has signed an executive 

order to protect and promote glyphosate herbicides 
for national security purposes, Bayer-Monsanto has 
been given a license to poison people. Bayer is now 
attempting to put the thousands of glyphosate disease 
lawsuits into one class action in Missouri at a cost of 
$7.1 billion. Bayer is the only company in the United 
States producing glyphosate, but the U.S. also imports 
large volumes of generic glyphosate copies from China. 

For many years, U.S. Health and Human Services 
(HHS) Secretary Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. publicly 
attacked glyphosate and built a national profile suing its 
maker. On the campaign trail, both Kennedy and Trump 
pledged to confront pesticides like glyphosate and 
clean up the food supply, along with the Make America 
Healthy Again (MAHA) movement. Glyphosate is now 
under a mandatory review at HHS. Will a healthy food 
supply win out over Bayer’s campaign contributions? 

House Bill 2476 – which sailed out of the Kansas 
House with little meaningful debate – will be heard 
before the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources 
committee on Tuesday, March 10 at 8:30 am in RM 144-
S. This bill was drafted by Bayer to provide the company 
with greater liability protection at the local level. It has 
been introduced in 15 states and has passed in three 
so far. It strips protections for local governments and 
injured citizens by codifying into law that the EPA is 
the sole regulator of pesticide labeling. For opponents, 
this bill would not allow legal claims in Kansas state 
courts to be brought against pesticide companies for 
product liability.      

Kansas Crop Progress
and Condition

Manhattan - For the week ending March 8, 2026, 
there were 5.4 days suitable for fieldwork, according to 
the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 10% very short, 28% 
short, 55% adequate, and 7% surplus.

Subsoil moisture supplies rated 12% very short, 28% 
short, 56% adequate, and 4% surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter wheat condition rated 
4% very poor, 10% poor, 30% fair, 46% good, and 10% 
excellent.
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profe ssional   service sAd Rates
$6/week (billed monthly)
785-675-3321

Ask About
multi-week discounts

785-675-3321
Blackwood Family Dentistry

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Eric Blackwood D.D.S.
Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
314 Main Street

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240
Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

HEIM BODY SHOP
Expert Body Repair & 

Paint 
Windshield Repair &

Replacement
Vehicle Accessories & 

Installation 
Thunderstruck Grille 

Guards
Spray-in-Bed Liners

785-675-2182

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net
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YOUR AD HERE
785-675-3321
716 Main St, Hoxie
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Commission 
Minutes

3/3/26

IN· THE DISTRICT COURT OF LOGAN COUNTY, KANSAS 

In the Matter of the Estate of 
ALFREDA STEPHENS, Deceased 

Case No. L�-2026-PR-

NOTICE OF HEARING ANO NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS' TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED: 

¥ou are hereby· notified that on Gbu'--
� 

I}, 2026 , a
petition was ff�ed in this Court by Michael Sphe1is, an heir, 
cievi�ee anc:{ legqtee, and executor named in the "Last Will and 
Testament of Alfreda. Stephens," deceased, date.ct August 18, 
2015, pr_ayi_ng: tl}e will filed with the petition be admitted to 
probate and record; petitioner be appointed a:-s executor, 
without bond; petitio�er be granted Letters Testamentary.

You are required to file your written defenses thereto on 
or before ')Y\lL'U',h q?5 ., 2026, at . [Q!QO o'clock -9_.m. in the 
District Court, Oakley, Logan County, Kansas, at which time and 
place the cause will be heard. Should yoll fail therein, 
j udgmen.t and decree will be entered in due course upon the 
petition. 

All creditors are notified to exhibit their demands 
against the said estate within the latte.z;- .c,f four (4) months
from the date of the first publication of this notic.e under 
K.S.A. 59-2236 and amendmel)ts thereto, or if the ic;lent.:j..ty o the 
creditor is known or reasonably· ascertainable, 30 days after 
actual notice was given as provided by law, and 1f their 
demands a.re not thuis exhibited, they sha.11 be forever barred. 

DREIL!NG; 
111 W · 
p. .

et 

: • . .: • • • ' . • • • .-x� 
P �ion � �hens 

HOFFMAN LLP 

(First published in The Sheridan Sentinel February 26, 2026)

(Last published in The Sheridan Sentinel March 12, 2026)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Now on this 3rd day of 
March 2026, the Board 
of Commissioners, 
Sheridan County, Kansas, 
met in regular session 
with Chairman David 
Stithem presiding.  Other 
members present were 
Kyle Emigh, Mike “Buck” 
Mader, Steve Hirsch, 
County Attorney, and 
County Clerk, Heather 
Bracht.

At 8:00 a.m. Stithem 
called the meeting to 
order.

Those in attendance 
stood and recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Steve Hirsch discussed 
an unpaid landfill bill.  
After discussion, the 
citizen will be banned 
from dumping at the 
landfill until the bill is 
paid and then all fees 
have to be paid the day 
the landfill is used.

Joe Herskowitz, Road & 
Bridge Supervisor, came 
to the table. Two gravel pit 
leases were reviewed and 
approved by the Board 
for Ron Schamberger and 
Dan Haffner.

O’Neill Smith, Noxious 
Weed Director, is testing 
today and then again 
toward the end of the 
month.  Smith has 
completed treating three 
properties for prairie 
dogs, will follow-up on 

two other areas and then 
concentrate on Wessel 
ground.  He will come in 
and talk with the Board 
about the baiters.

The bridge in the 
southeast part of the 
county is still moving 
along.  The feedlot road 
has been taken care of, 
and gravel will be put 
down where they cleaned 
out the culvert.

There was a brief 
discussion about 
equipment and a new 
tarp system for one of the 
trailers.

On a motion by 
Stithem and second from 
Mader, the February 
24, 2026 Minutes were 
approved as presented 
and the February 27, 2026 
Payroll was approved as 
presented.  Carried 3-0

The following payroll 
was reviewed and 
approved by the Board:

General $94,754.23
Road & Bridge 

$43,377.23
Nox Weed $1,803.10
Public Transp. 

$1,087.00
Landfill $2,121.11
At 9:22 a.m. with 

no further business, 
Stithem made a motion 
to adjourn, seconded by 
Emigh.  Carried 3-0.  The 
next regular meeting will 
be Tuesday, March 10, 
2026, at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioner’s Room.

Attest: Heather Bracht, 
County Clerk, David 
Stithem, Chairman

combination with chocolate, fruits, nuts, or other 
ingredients or flavorings in the form of bars, drops, 
or pieces. Candy does not include any preparation 
containing flour and shall require no refrigeration.

•	 Soft drink beverages are defined as 
nonalcoholic beverages that contain natural or artificial 
sweeteners. Soft drinks do not include beverages that 
contain milk or milk products, soy, rice, or similar milk 
substitutes or beverages that are greater than 50% 
vegetable or fruit juice by volume.

During the approval process USDA recommended 
an implementation date of February 15, 2027. USDA 
provided this recommendation based on feedback from 
retailers in other states that have similar approved 
waivers and avoids concerns with implementing 
restrictions over and through the 2026 holiday season.

The Kansas SNAP Food Restriction Waiver is 
made up of four plans that focus on communicating 
information to SNAP Food Assistance recipients and 
authorized retailers, as well as detailed evaluation, 
monitoring, and compliance plans.

DCF released a request for proposals (RFP) which 
closed on February 17, 2026. This RFP is to bring 
on a contracting partner to help DCF manage the 
implementation plans and process. The proposals 
received are under review and a contract is expected to 
be in place by April 2026.

Continued from page 2

SNAP Plug-In Solar Panels
  
Solar panels that hang from the balconies across 

Europe may soon be coming to New England to lower 
energy costs and ease grid demand. More than two 
dozen states are considering this legislation, which 
has already passed in Utah. There are estimates that a 
1,200-watt plug-in solar unit could reduce the average 
Central Maine Power customer’s annual electricity bill 
by 21%. These plug-in small units (200 to 1,200 watts) 
are prohibited in most of the U.S. (like Kansas) because 
they conflict with electrical codes and utility rules 
that assume electricity flows in one direction. Plug-in 
solar reverses that flow, allowing panels equipped with 
small inverters to plug into a standard outlet and feed 
power back into a household’s electrical system. Plug-
in solar is typically allowed only if customers secure 
special agreements with their utility. Utilities have a 
clear monopoly on providing power, so they want that 
maintained along with the profits taken from captive 
ratepayers. Clearer rules and standards are essential to 
get around this monopoly and allow distributed power 
to further ease system-wide grid demand.  

Rep. Mann Advances Farm 
Bill Out of Committee

Washington, D.C. – U.S. Representative Tracey 
Mann (KS-01) voted to advance the Farm, Food, 
and National Security Act of 2026 out of the House 
Agriculture Committee. This legislation, which passed 
in the committee by a vote of 34-17, authorizes farm 
programs for the next five years. Rep. Mann released 
the following statement after the vote.

“The Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 
2026 is about supporting American agriculture and 
the rural communities that power it,” said Rep. Mann. 
“After strengthening the farm safety net last year in 
the Working Families Tax Cuts, this legislation builds 
on our progress by investing in rural development, 
expanding market access, lowering energy costs, 
and ensuring producers have the tools they need to 
stay competitive. I am especially proud that this bill 
permanently moves the Kansas-born Food for Peace 
program to USDA, prioritizing American-grown 
commodities and restoring the program to its original 
mission. Kansas farmers and ranchers feed, fuel, and 
clothe the world, and this Farm Bill brings much-
needed certainty to the producers who keep America’s 
food supply strong.”

The Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 2026:
•	 Builds on the historic agricultural investments 

included in the Working Families Tax Cuts
•	 Completes overdue reauthorization of key farm 

bill programs across conservation, rural development, 
research, trade, energy, and specialty crops

•	 Permanently moves Food for Peace to USDA, 
prioritizing American-grown commodities and cutting 
unnecessary bureaucracy

•	 Expands market access for U.S. agriculture 
by strengthening export promotion programs and 
reducing trade barriers

•	 Improves access to credit for farmers and 
ranchers while supporting young and beginning 
producers

•	 Invests in rural communities through 
stronger broadband, rural health care access, water 
infrastructure, and workforce development

•	 Promotes precision agriculture, research, and 
innovation to keep American producers competitive

•	 Supports voluntary, locally led conservation 
programs that protect working lands without adding 
unnecessary regulations

During his opening remarks, Rep. Mann emphasized 
the need for the Farm, Food, and National Security 
Act of 2026, which delivers the certainty farmers and 
ranchers depend on, strengthens national security, and 
invests in rural America.

The bill now awaits consideration from the full U.S. 
House of Representatives.

Kansas Corn Frustrated with 
E15 Inaction

Kansas Corn Growers Association leaders said they 
were pleased with yesterday’s passage of the “skinny” 
Farm Bill in the House Agriculture Committee. Kansas 
Representatives Tracey Mann (R), and Sharice Davids 
(D) both voted in favor of the Farm Bill. However, 
KCGA remains extremely frustrated with the lack of 
movement for passage of year-round access for E15 
fuel. A Democrat-backed E15 amendment to the Farm 
Bill in the committee was shot down in a partisan 
vote, with Rep. Davids voting in favor. Republican 
committee members voted against the amendment on 
a procedural basis.

“We are well aware that E15 lies outside of the 
jurisdiction of the House Ag Committee, but desperate 
economic times in farm country call for unorthodox 
measures, and we’re disappointed with progress on 
E15,” KCGA CEO Josh Roe said. “If Congress was 
concerned about playing by the rules, then we would 
have a report out of the E15 task force by now. The 
task force has missed the imposed deadline for an 
agreement, and we’re past the promised deadline of the 
end of February for a House vote.”

KCGA President Matt Splitter, Lyons, said passage 
of year-round E15 is critical for farmers who are 
experiencing extreme hardship.

“I’m disappointed that actions have come short of 
the words and talking points promising a tireless effort 
to see E15 through to the finish line. We appreciate the 
representatives who have worked to push E15 forward, 
and we wish all our congressional leaders shared the 
same sentiment in calling for aggressive measures to 
make sure Kansas corn farmers have needed markets 
available during these undeserved low economic 
times,” Splitter said. “Kansas corn farmers are searching 
for champions to help bring stability back to a deflated 
ag economy. We are willing to have a dialogue with 
representatives who will commit to helping Kansas 
farmers gain access to a market that has proven itself 
viable and ready to meet the demand today.”

In a surprise move in January, an E15 proposal 
backed by corn, ethanol, and petroleum groups was 
removed from the House spending bill and a Rural 
Domestic Energy Council was formed to bring forward 
a compromise measure for year-round E15. The 
Council failed to meet Speaker Johnson’s deadline for 
a proposal from the council for a House vote which was 
to take place by the end of February.

“House leadership is quick to point out that progress 
is being made,” Roe said. “But it appears that the same 
few foreign-owned refiners are blocking progress when 
agriculture and the U.S. consumer need it the most. 
We will continue to hold our leaders accountable to 
American farmers and consumers until E15 is across 
the finish line.”

The continued lack of year-round market access for 
E15 has slowed widespread adoption of the popular 
higher octane, lower cost fuel that has been hindered 
by an obsolete rule since it was approved for use in 
2011. Year-round E15 has the potential to create market 
demand for well over two billion bushels of corn, 
creating desperately needed markets for farmers in a 
depressed farm economy, as well as lower fuel prices 
for consumers at a time when fuel prices are rapidly 
increasing.

Established in 1975, the Kansas Corn Growers 
Association represents its members in legislative and 
regulatory issues and promoting Kansas corn and its 
products. Visit kscorn.com for more information.

USDA Announces
MAHA Agenda 
Advancement

Washington, D.C. - Secretary of Agriculture Brooke 
L. Rollins, joined by U.S. Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Robert F. Kennedy. Jr., and National Nutrition Advisor at the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Dr. Ben Carson announced the USDA’s commencement of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans Strategic 
Partnerships, an effort which encourages the private sector to participate in educating the American people about 
the importance of the Guidelines and how they serve as the foundation to better eating. Additionally, today’s 
event featured an update on the impending Stocking Standards final rule, a rule that holds any retailer interested 
in accepting Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits accountable to a higher minimum 
standard of staple food stocking requirements. And lastly, Secretary Rollins was proud to sign four new SNAP 
restriction waivers for Kansas, Nevada, Ohio, and Wyoming.

“The Make America Healthy Again movement has brought together the private sector, including retailers, 
the medical community, farmers, rancher, producers, and the media to play a key role in encouraging healthier 
families and healthier communities,” said Secretary Rollins. “Today’s announcement not only invites the private 
sector to educate on the importance of the DGAs, but also adds four new States to SNAP restriction waivers, and 
highlights the impending rule that will increase the number of real food options retailers must carry. Real food is 
the foundation of healthier families and healthier communities.”

“If retailers take taxpayer dollars, they must put real food on their shelves,” said Secretary Kennedy. “SNAP 
exists to nourish vulnerable Americans—not bankroll the products driving our chronic disease crisis. Today, we 
are putting nutrition back at the center of SNAP and giving millions of families greater access to real food.”

“As National Nutrition Advisor to the Department of Agriculture, I commend Secretary Rollins’ work to Make 
America Healthy Again,” said Dr. Carson. “For over 12 years, minimum stocking standards in retailers have been 
debated. This impending rule is practical, doable, and will provide families with new, more healthful choices no 
matter where they shop. Complementing this are four new restriction waivers, making certain highly processed 
junk food is not eligible for purchase with taxpayer-funded SNAP benefits.”

Interested in being a strategic partner? Please contact the team at DietaryGuidelines@usda.gov for more 
information.



Thursday, March 12, 2026    Page 8
The Sheridan SentinelBUSINESS DIRECTORY

Company

PO Box 565

Hoxie, KS 67740

eland@ruraltel.net

785-675-3217

Eland Title

Income Tax Preparation
Tax Projections

Farm & Business Planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA 

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

“You Crop Insurance Headquarters”
Steven A. Watkins, MBA
Crop Insurance Specialist
901 Trail Ave.
PO Box 840
Hoxie, KS 67740

Toll Free: 1-800-232-3239
Office: 785-675-3239

Fax: 785-675-3230
Cell: 785-675-1017

Nights & Weekends: 785-675-9966

E-mail: watkinscroptax@yahoo.com
www.watkinscropinsurance.com

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORD AD RATES

$6.00 - first 20 words
$0.15 - per word after

Septic Tank Pumping
&

Installation
LARRY’S

PLUMBING
785-462-3458

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED: 
Hoxie Feedyard & PSI 
are always interested in 
visiting with good people 
about a good job. We 
offer competitive pay and 
great benefits. Please call 
Scott Foote 785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---

FOR SALE: Crooked 
Creek Angus Registered 
2-year-old bulls located in 
St. Francis, 785-332-6206, 
www.crooketcreekangus.
com.

---7/TFN---

For Sale
Place your 25-word 

classified in the Kansas 
Press Association and 
135 more newspapers for 
only $300/ week. Find 
employees, sell your 
home or your car. Call the 
Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today!

Miscellaneous
We Buy Houses for 

Cash AS-IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-913-365-1969

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 50 
Pill Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-833-641-6607 

We Buy Vintage 
Guitars! Looking for 
1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call 
for a quote: 1-833-641-
6990 

CASH PAID FOR 
HIGH-END MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-4573

GOT AN UNWANTED 

CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-833-485-0154

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 
1-833-752-0092

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR HEALTH 
INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a 
majority of people 
struggle to pay for health 
coverage.  Let us show 
you how much you can 
save.  Call Now for a no-
obligation quote: 1-833-
928-5491 You will need 
to have your zip code 
to connect to the right 
provider.

INJURED IN AN 
ACCIDENT?  Don’t 
Accept the insurance 
company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties 
are entitled to cash 
settlements in the 
$10,000’s. Get a free 
evaluation to see what 
your case is really worth. 

100% Free Evaluation. 
Call Now: 1-833-770-0339

AGING ROOF? NEW 
HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider 
that proudly stands 
behind their work.  Fast, 
free estimate. Financing 
available.  Call 1-833-
889-4107 Have zip code 
of property ready when 
calling!

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-
879-1451 Have zip code 
of service location ready 
when you call!

NEED NEW 
WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? 
Need outside noise 
reduction? New, energy 
efficient windows may 
be the answer! Call for 
a consultation & FREE 
quote today. 1-833-880-
0052 You will need to 
have your zip code to 
connect to the right 
provider.

very own KWEC trail. 
Can’t join us in person 

or want a teaser of the 
activity? At 10 a.m. each 
day, tune in to https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
wetlandscenter for a 
chance to meet the staff 
member presenting that 
day and a story that 
fits the theme of the 
afternoon activity. 

KWEC is located at 
Cheyenne Bottoms, 10 
miles northeast of Great 
Bend, on K-156 Highway. 
For more information, 
call 877-243-9268 or visit 
wetlandscenter.fhsu.edu.

Continued from page 2

WetlandsJim's Metal Roof Coatings 
Leak Repair, bin tops, flat decks 

Quonset roofing metal/galvanized 
Asphalt Shingle roof coating 

Painting exterior steel or aluminum 
Statewide service - Free Estimates 

785-201-7622


